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By order of the House of Representatives: 
under the superintendence of the Chief Clerk. 


——— 
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November 2, 1840. 


Monpay Mognrina, 10 crock. 
The house met in accordance with the provisions of the 
laws. 
On inotion of mr. Kaufman of Nacogdoches, the house com- 
menced its organization by calling mr. Hill of Robertson to the 
chair. 
The former chief clerk, mr. Thos. W. Ward, being present, 
proceeded to call the roll of counties, when the following mem- 
bers came forward and presented their credentials, viz: 
Hon. mr. Jonn Catpwetui of Bastrop County, 
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Hon. mr. Ben. Forr Smitas of Montgomery county. 
“ “ D. S. KAUFMAN “ Nacogdoches “ 
e c u G. W. HILL “ Jobertson e 
e « C. R. Jouns “ Red River = «& 
ií rT A. H. LATIMER (4 (43 bb 73 
be it W. N. PoRTER “u ts [g9 Qi 
t “ j S. HAIGLER ‘ San Patricio * 
Ki “J. 5. BELL « Shelby c 
«o à « H. W. Avevusrin “ San Augustin “ 
6c “ S$. G. HAYNIE «o Travis “u 


There not being a quoruin present, on motion, the house ad- 

journed until 2 o’clock, p. m. 
2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The house met. 
The roll of counties again being called, the 
Hon. T. Pitusgpury of Brazoria county, 

came forward, presented his credentials, and was enrolled as a 
member, 

There stil] not being a quorum present, 

On motion of mr Menefee, the house adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


‘'uespay, November 3. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll of counties being again called, the following mem- 
hers, 1n addition to those who had already appeared, came tor- 
ward and presented their credentials: 

Hon. mr. Josepa Gricsspy of Jefferson county. 
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The roll of members then being called, the following gentle- 
men answered to their names, viz: 

Messrs. \ugastin, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Grigs- 
by, Hantson, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Hay me, Johns, Kaufman, 
Lann, Latimer, Menefee. Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Smith of 
Montgomery, Thatcher, Usher and Van Zandt 


a ee c o 


A quorum being present, 

On motion of mr. Kaufman, mr. Thos. Ward was appeinted 
sergeant-at-arms pro tem. 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, the house proceeded to the elec- 
tion of Speaker. ; 

'The chair appointed messrs. Caldwell and Porter tellers. 

Mr. Van Zandt nominated mr, Kaufman. 

Mr. Caldwell nominated mr. Menefee. 

Mr. Kaufman received seventeen votes. 

Mr. Menefee received twelve votes. 

Whereupon mr. Kaufman was declared duly elected speaker 
of the house of representatives of the fifth congress. 

The chair appointed messrs. Smith of Brazoria and Yan 
Zandt a committee to wait on mr. Kaufman and iniorm him of 
his election, and conduct him to his seat, which was according- 
ly done. 

The speaker after having been conducted to the chair, arose 
and addressed the house in the following words: 

Gentlemen of the house of representatives: — 

] thank you fer the honor you have just conferred upon me. 
lam gratified, not only on account of the generous confidence 
you have been pleased to repose in me, but because you have 
furnished a satisfactory testimonial that my services ın this ca- 
pacity heretofore have not proved unacceptable to the nation. 
To have attained this confidence, was the highest object of my 
ambition; to continue to merit it, shall be my untiring exertion. 
And although the duties on which ] am about to enter are ar- 
duous and embarrassing, yet I am sure that the partiality which 
elevated me to this chair, will be followed by a corresponding 
imagnanimity that will pardon unintentional error. 

When 1 look around this hall, gentlemen, | observe the 
faces ot but few with whom I have been heretofore accustomed 
to co-operate in the great work of legislation. ‘The honest and 
independent Gant, the intrepid and eloquent Holmes, men 
whosc bosoms burned with patriotic ardor for their country’s 
weal: are no more; and a nation laments their loss! But seven 
members of the last house have been deputed by the people, to 
join in the tabors of this! The destinies of Texas have been 
committed to other, and I earnestly trust, abler hands. What 
has produced this extraordinary revolution? We cannot be- 
lieve that our predecessors were dishonest or incapable; but we 
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Know that they failed to satisfy the expectatious of an anxious 
and confiding people. What was their error? The voice of 
the nation auswers—th y increased, instead of diminishing our 
national expenditures! Let us, then, gentlemen, with one ac- 
cord, resolve to avoid the rockon which they split. Let the 
colors of “national economy” be nailed te our mast, and a safe 
harbor awaits our young and glorious ship of state. Leta 
committe on “retrenchment and reform” be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to enquire, minutely and strictly, into every 
source and branch of prodigality and extravagance; and let 
them be lopped off with an unsparing and unfaltering hand. 
Let the government be brought back toa plain and republican 
track; and let her expenditures be proportioned to the charac- 
ter, resources and genius of the people. 

To accomplish this great and good work, will require the ut- 
most harmony, union and concert of action. We must regard 
ourselves as the representatives of a whole nation, and not of its 
component parts. Party attachment, whether ofa sectional or 
political character, must be sacrificed on the burning altar of 
patriotism; and “men” must be made to bow before the majesty 
of “measures.” Let us, then, gentlemen, so act as 1f we felt we 
had but one country and one destiny, and Texas has nothing to 
fear. She will rise renewed in her strength, and like “the lion 
that shakes the dew-drops from his mane,” she will throw off 
her present embarrassments, aud work out the splendid destiny 
always in reserve for the anglo Saxon race. 

Your partiality, gentlemen, has placed me at the helm; 1t 1s 
my duty to guide and yours to propel the noble vessel of state; 
aud should Į prove to be no Palinurus, I shall must sedulously 
endeavor so to act that my errors may be set down to the head 
and not to the heart. 

May a kind and benignant providence so guide and direct our 
deliberations, that they may redound to the happiness and pros- 
perity of the people who have clothed us with our powers, and 
to wnom we owe a strict accountability; and that Texas may 
prove an iniperishable monument of man’s capacity for self- 
government. 

On motion of mr. Hill, a committee of two was appointed to 
wait on the hon. J. W. Smith and request his attendance to ad- 


“minister the oath required by the constitution to the speaker 
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Messrs. Hill and Miller were appointed said com- 
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The committee returned and reported that the hon J. W. 
Smith was present and ready to perform the duties required of 
hım. The hon. J. W. Smith then advanced to the spraker’s 
table, and administered to the speaker the oath required by the 
constitution. 

The speaker then administered the oath to all the members 
present. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the house Procom to the election of 
a chief clerk. 

Mr. Latimer nominated mr. P. W. Humphreys. 

There being no other nomination, mr. Humphreys was de- 
clared duly and constitutionally elected chief clerk of the 
house of representatives for the fifth congress. 

The house then proceeded to the election of assistant clerk. 

Mr. Augustin nominated mr. J. Harrelson. 

Mr. Haynie nominated mr. Jas. H. Raymond. 

Mr. Thatcher nominated mr. J. M. Shreve. 

Mr. Menefee nominated mr. A. B. McGill. 

Messrs. Thatcher and Bell were appointed tellers. 

Mr. Harrelson received five votes. 

Mr. Raymond received fourteen votes. 

Mr. Shreve received five votes. 

Mr. MeGill received four votes. 

Neither of the candidates having received a -majority of all 
the votes given, the house proceeded to a second balloting for 
assistant clerk, 


When mr. Harrelson received five votes. 

Mr. Raymond received sixteen votes, 

Mr. Shreve received four votes. 

Mr. McGill received three votes. 

Mr. Raymond, having received a majority of all the votcs 
given, was declared duly elected assistant clerk of the house 
of representatives. 

On motion, the house then proceeded to the election of en- 
rolling clerk. 

Mr. Porter nominated mr. S. Z. Hoyle. 

Mr. Smith, of Brazoria, nominated mr. B. F. Hill. 

Mr. Hoyle received nine votes. 

Mr. Hill received twenty votes. 


Mr. Hill, having received a majority of all the votes given, 
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was declared duly elected enrolling clerk of the house ot repre- 
sentatives. 


On motion, the house then proceeded to the election of en- 
grossing clerk, 

Mr. Van Zandt nominated mr, Thos. Green. 

There being no other nomination, mr. Green was declared 
duly elected engrossing clerk of the house of representatives. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the house then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a reader for the house of representatives. 

Mr. Porter nominated mr. 1. B. Taylor. 

There being no other nomination, mr. Taylor was declared 
duly elected reader of the house of representatives. 

On motion, the house then proceeded to the election of a 
Sergeant at arms. 

Mr. Menefee nominated Thos. Ward. 

Mr. Latimer nominated D. W. C. Vary. | 

Mr. Ward received fourteen Votes. 

Mr. Vary received fifteen votes. 

Mr. Vary, having received a majority of all the votes given, 
was declared duly elected sergeant at arms. : 

On motion, the house then proceeded to the election of door 
keeper for the house of representatives. 

Mr. Menetee nominated K. Holliday. 

Mr. Parker nominated Jas. C. Neilly. 

Mr. Holliday received twenty-one votes. 

Mr. Neilly received eight votes. 

Mr. Holliday having received a majority of all the votes 
given, was declared duly elected door keeper for the house of 
representatives. 

On motion of mr. Smith, of Montgomery, the house’ then 
proceeded to the election of a chaplain. 

Mr. Smith, of Montgomery, nominated the rev. John 
Haynie. 

There being no other nomination, Mr. Haynie was declared 
duly elected chaplain. 

' Mr. Hill introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved by the house of representatives, that the speaker 
appoint the following standing committees, to consist of five 
members each, viz : 

A committee on Foreign relations. 

s Judiciary. 
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A committee on Naval affairs. 


s Finance. oF 
G Public lands. ` 
e Military affairs. 
i Indian affairs. 

“ State of the republic. 

s Claims and accounts. 

i “ Education. 

se Privileges and elections. 

st Post offices and post roads. 

t County boundaries. 

s6 Roads and bridges. 

tt Enrolled bills. 

“ Public printing. 

e Fingrossed bills. - 


On motion of mr. Miller, it was resolved, 

‘That the house of representatives adopt for its government 
the standing rules of the last house of representatives; and, 
also, the joint rules and orders of the two houses. 

On motion of mr. Hill, a committee was appointed, consisting 
of messrs. Hill, Haiyler "and Latimer, to wait on the senate and 
intorm them that the house of representatives was organized 
and ready to proceed to business. 

The committee having performed that duty, returned and so 
reported. 

On motion of mr. Menefee, the speaker instructed the 
chief clerk to inform the senate of the officers elect. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, by the house of representatives, that the principles 
of legislative proceeding laid down in Jefferson’s Manual, shall 
govern upon all questions of order which may arise, for the de- 
cision of which special rules are not provided. 

Which was laid on‘ the table one day for consideration. 

On motion of mr. Menefee, a committee was appointed to act 
in conjunction with a committee from the senate, to wait on the 
president and inform him of the organization of the two 
houses, and that they were ready to receive any communication 
from his excellency. 

The speaker appointed messrs. Menefee, Reily and Porter, 
said committee. 

On motion of mr. Miller, it was 
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Resolved, that the editors or reporters of the several news- 
papers of the republic, be admitted to a seat within the bar of 
the house, and that the sergeant at arms be instructed to furnish 
them with seats, j 

On motion of mr. Porter, the house adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o'clock, 


Wepnespay, Nov. 4, 1840. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, viz: Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, 
Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johus, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reilvy, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, 
Thatcher, Usher and Van Zandt. 

A quorum present, the journal of the preceding day was read 
and adopted, and the house proceeded to business. 

The speaker then announced the following standing com- 
mittees, to wit : i 

On Finance—Messrs. Smith of Brazoria, Pillsbury, Harrison, 
Lann and Hill. 

On Foreign relations—Messrs. Miller, Menefee, Thatcher, 
Grigsby and Haynie. 

On the Judiciary—Messrs. Van Zandt, Reily, Miller, Cald- 
well and Menefee. 

On Public lands—Messrs. Porter, Huling, Augustin, Lati- 
mer and Shaw. 

On Military affairs—Messrs. Harrison, Smith of Montgome- 
ry, Ensworth, Reily and Haigler. 

On Naval affairs—Messrs. Pillsbury, Thatcher, Parker, 
Haynie and Grigsby. 

On Indian affairs—Messrs. Hill, Rogers, Haigler, Caldwell 
and Bell. 

On the State of the republic—Messrs. Menefee, Huling, 
Usher, Smith of Brazoria and Grigsby. 

On Education—Messrs, Johns, Pilisbury, Parker, Bell and 
Rogers. 
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On Post offices and post roads—Messrs. Smith of Montgome- 
ry, Johns, Lann, Van Zandt and Usher. 

On Claims and accounts-—Messrs. Usher, Shaw, Coles, Lati- 
mer and Rogers. . 
`~ On Privileges and elections—Messrs. Caldwell, Smith of 
Brazoria, Porter, Murchison and Parker. 

On County boundaries—Messrs. Haigler, Harrison, Thatch- 
er, Latimer and Shaw. ; 

On Roads and bridges—Messrs. Coles, Ensworth, Porter, 
Murchison and Augustin. 

On Engrossed bills—Messrs. Huling,Murchison, Van Zandt, 
- Haynie and Bell. 

On Enrolled bills—Messrs. Ensworth, Miller, Hill, Lann 
and Johns. 

On Printing—-Messrs. Augustin, Coles, Usher, Smith of 
Montgomery and Reily. - 

Mr. Smith, of Montgomery, presented the petition of Wm. 
O. Winston, praying for a certificate for a third of a league of 
land, and on motion of mr. Smith, of Montgomery, was re- 
ferred to the committee on public lands without reading, 

A committee from the senate was announced, who informed 
the house that the senate was organized and ready for busi- 
ness. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the speaker instructed the clerk to 
inform the senate of the appointment ofa committee to wait on 
the president. 7 

A message was received from the senate informing the house 
that the senate had elected the following officers, viz: for chief 
secretary, John D. McLeod; assistant secretary, M. H. Nichol- 
son; enrolling clerk, John E. Jones; engrossing clerk, C. W. 
Peterson, sergeant at arms, N. 'T. Byers; doorkeeper, S. L. John- 
son; chaplain, Rev. C. Richardson. 

A message was received from the senate through their se- 
cretary, informing the house of the appointment of messrs. 
Potter and Byrne as a committee on the part of the senate, to 
act in conjunction with a committee from the house of repre- 
sentatives, to wait upon his excellency the president. 

Qn motion of mr. Menefee, the committee appointed pro- 
ceeded to wait upon his excellency. 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, the house took a recess of thirty 
minutes. a 
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Recess having expired, the house was called to order by the 
speaker. 


The roll called. 

A quorum present, the house proceeded to business. 

‘The committee an the part-of the house to wait on the presi- 
dent returned, and reported that his excellency’s annual mes- 
sage. would be ready at 3 o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

, Resolved, That the sergeant-at-arms, under the direction of 
the chief clerk of this house, furnish the necessary supply of 
chairs and tabies for the use of the members, and that the chief 
clerk of the house of representatives of the fourth congress, fur- 
nish this house with information of what disposition has been 
made of thechairs and tables furnished for the use of the house 
at the former meeting; and, also, that he inform this house 
what has been theexpense attending the taking care of the re- 
presentative hall, and. furniture belonging to thesame; and, 
also, what has been the costs of the necessary repairs made to 
the capitol .dunng the recess of congress. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution, which was a- 
dopted:— 

Resolved, That the committee on privileges and elections be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of giving the people 
of each county the election of their probate judge, and report 
by bill or otherwise. 

i Mr. Miller offered the following resolution, which was a- 
opted: — 

Resolved, That the credentials of the several members of the 
house of representatives of the fifth congress, now on file with 
the clerk, be referred to the committee on privileges and elec- 
tions, 

The following resolution which was offered by mr. Hill on 
yesterday, and read and laid on the table one day, was taken up 
and adopted:— 

Resolved by the house of representatives, That the princi- 
ples of legislative proceeding laid down. in Jefferson’s Manual, 
shall govern upon all questions of order which may arise for 
the decision of which special rules are not provided. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution, which was 


. adopted: — 


Resolved, That the committee on public lands be instructed 


13 


to enquire into the expediency of appointing some suitable au- 
thority in eaeh county, to issue head-right certificates to such 
persons as were justly entitled to the same, and were unable to 
obtain them from the original board of commissioners appoint- 
ed tor that purpose, and report by bill. or otherwise, as early as 
practicable. i 

Mr. Reily moved that the house adjourn until 3 o’clock, p.m. 

The question being put, it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution, which was a- 
dopted:— . 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of providing by law, that these- 
cond and third class of claimants to head-right lands in this re- 
public, appear before the district courts, or such other tribunal 
as may be deemed expedient, to make the additional proof >f 
the genuineness of their claims, required by law, with a view 
to the issuing to them of unconditional patents, and report to 
this house by bill or otherwise, as early as practicable. 

Mr. Porter offered the following resolution, which was re- 
jected. l 

Resolved, That the committee on public printing be instruct- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of employing a reporter for 
the house of representatives. 


Mr. Van Zandt offered a resolution on public printing, 
which, 


-~ 


. m. 

Mr. Parker moved that the house adjourn until half-past two 
o'clock, p. m. 

T'he yeas and nays being called for, stood as follows:— 

YEAS—Messrs. Coles, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Murchison, 
Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of Brazoria, Smith of 
Montgomery, Thatcher, Usher and Van Zandt—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Haynie, Latimer, Menefee, 
Porter and Shaw—-13. 
Decided in the affirmative, and the house adjourned until 
half-past two o'clock, p. m. 

; -HALF-PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment; 
The roll was called—a quorum being present, 
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On motion of mr. Hill, was laid on the table until 3 o’clock, - 
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The house proceeded to business. . 

Mr. Van Zandt asked leave to withdraw a resolution on 
printing, which he offered in the morning, which was granted. 

He then offered the following resolution as a substitute, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the committee on public printing be in- 
structed to subscribe for - ` copies of the Austin City Ga- 
zette, and copies of the Sentinel, for tie use of the 
house of representatives; provided, the editors of the same 
shall agree to report in their several papers, a general synopsis 
of the proceedings of the house, during the session. 

Mr. Hill moved to fill the blanks in the preceding resolution 
with the words “five hundred,” which was concurred in by 
the house. 

Mr. Usher offered the following resolution, which was a- 
dopted:—- 

Resolved, That the land committee be instructed and re 
quired to take into consideration the propriety of preparing a 
bill in relation to quieting aud confirming atl head-right land 
titles, issued to colonists by lawful authority, previous to the 
closing of the land office in 1835; and that they report the re- 
sult of their deliberations at as early a day as practicable. 

Ou motion of mr. Porter, mr. Hill was added to the commit- 
tee on public lands, 

On motion of mr, Caldwell, mr. Menefec was added to the 
committee on finance. 

The president’s message, with its accompanying documents, 
was received by the hands of his private secretary, mr. H. J, 
Jewett. ` 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, a committeee was appointed to 
inform the senate that his excellency’s message was received by 
the house. 

The speaker appointed messrs, Caldwell, Rogers and Huling 
said committee. i : 

On motion of mr. Reily, mr. Latimer was added to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary. 

The committee to wait on the senate returned, and reported 
that the senate had not yet a quorum. 

The speaker instructed the clerk to inform the senate thal 
the house was now ready to receive them. 

The senate, headed by their president, appeared, and an- 
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nounced that they where in readiness to reccive his ex¢ellency’s 
message. 
- The senate being seated, the roll was called, and a quorum 
being present, 

‘The message was read as follows.— 


Executive DepartaeEnt, Nov. Ist, 1840. 
Fellow citizens of the Senate 
And House of Representatives : 

I have much pleasure in again meeting the assemblcd 
representatives of the people, and in offering to them my con- 
gratulations on the increased prospects of happiness and pros- 
perity which are presented to every class of our citizens. Since 
the adjournment of the last congress, the settlements have been 
extended on various parts of the frontier, the seasons and 
the soll have afforded the richest 1eward to the labors of the agrı- 
culturists, and the country has continued gradu :lly to improve 
in the number an i capacity of its population: That we have 
had, amid these sources of felicity, to encounter the embar- 
rassments and difficulties which have unavoidably resulted 
irom our unacknowledged existence as a nation, by the govern- 
ment from which we were compelled to separate, and our pecn- 
har position in reference to the various Indian tribes which are 
occupying portions of our country, and infesting our borders; 
and the still greater. embarrasstuents and difficulties which 
have grown ont of the depreciated condition of our only circu- 
lating medium is certainly true} but notwithstanding these 
great drawbacks to individual and national enterprise and pros- 
perity, it is believed that the people of few countiies on the 
globe have enjoyed a greater exemption from the absolute ills 
of life, or a larger share of actual comfort than has fallen to our 
lot. If welook at the condition of other nations, we shall see, 
even in those of the most perfect organization, elements of dis- 
satisfaction and discontent, presented in all the forms of disc wd- 
ant interests and feelings, political strifes, pecuniary embar- 
rassments and uauional disagreements, from most of which, as 
yet, we are happily exempt: and although we are now deprived 
of many advantages which time ‘has secured to them, we have, 
nevertheless, experienced in the luxuriant fertility of our soil, 
the benignantand healthful influence of onr climate, the wise 
organization of our government, and the perfect security aiford- 
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ed to tlre citizen in all his rights, by the enforcement of salutary 
laws, benefits which, if they do not render us entirely satisfied 
with our condition, ‘should at least prevent us from repining at 
the existence of evils which may be said to be inseparable from 
all new governments, and especially those which have had 
their origin in revolution and civil war, and which time anda 
steady adherence to a judicious and patriotic policy alone can 
remedy. If we compare our present condition and future pros- 
pects with those of any other nation, which has risen into exis- 
tence before us, we surely shall find no reason for gloom and 
despondence in the picture it présents. Scarcely five years 
have elapsed since Texas, without money or arms, or any of the 
means of war, and with a population of less than forty thousand 
souls, first raised the standard of resistance to the despotism and 
misrule of a government claiming the control of unbounded 
wealth and of eight millions of inhabitants; and yet within 
that short period, against such fearful odds, she has not only 
achieved and secured her independence beyond the reach of 
doubt, but has maintained a well organized government at 
home, established foreign relations abroad, more than quadru- 
pled her population, and now exhibits to the world a country 
teeming with all th it is essential to the necessities or happiness 
of man; and this too, without incurring a debt exceeding five 
millions of dollars, including every species of liability, both 
foreign and domestic. Can such a state of things as this pro- 
duce gloom and despondence in the hearts of those whose in- 
domitable courage and persevering resolves have achieved so 
much? Assuredly not—on the contrary, we find in it abund- 
ant cause to felicitate ourselves on the almost magical change 
which sò short a time has already produced, and every 
inducement to stimulate us in the pursnit of that policy which 
has thus far led to snch fortunate results. 

Our foreign affairs have experienced but little change since I 
last had an opportunity of addressing you. With the United 
States and France, our relations continue to be of the most 
triendly character, Great Britain,influenced perhaps by her Mex- 
ican interests and policy, yet withholds the acknowledgement 
of our rights as an independent and sovereign nation. How 
long she may continue to maintain this attitude, we have not 
the means of knowing; but that she will eventually change her 
policy in this respect, is most certain; and from the tone re- 
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cently assumed by some of her influential journals, in reference 
to this country, and tie many acts of decided friendship extend- 
ed by her minister in Mexico,to our agent during the past sum- 
mer, we may hope that the day is not distant wien she will be 
disposed to act with a more enlightened and magnanimous 
spirit towards us, 

With Holland and Belgium it is probable that treaties of 
friendship aud commerce have already been formed. General 
James Hamilton, uns of our loan commis-ioners abroad. was 
authorized to propose such treaties previously to his fina: depar- 
tue trom Burope, and by despatc:.es recenily receiv. d from 
him, this goverment was informed that negotiations had been 
opened in Holland, with every prospect of early and full suc- 
cess, and that he anticipated no difficulty in effecting similar 
arrangements with Belgium, as it was understood that the go- 
vernment of that country had already intimated a willingness 
fo recognize this as an independent nation, when an application 
should be made with that object. f 

In regard to Spain, no overtures have as yet been made, 
eitherin respect to the recognition of our independence, or the 
establishment of commercial intercourse. The distracted con- 
dition of that kingdom for some’time past, growing out of her 
domestic wa s, has peretofore Rendered the period inauspicious 
to any proposition of the sort, as wcouid not be reasonably sup- 
posed that she would, amid her own revolutions, be disposed 
to acknowledge rights, which, however just .n themselves; bad 
been so recentiy acquired by revolt; but as her internal com- 
motions and difficulties are now settled, and the r-pose and 
quiet of pea e will enabl-- her to view subj -cts of this sort calm- 
ly and dispassionately, it may be worthy of enquiry whether 
the attempt should not be made to accomplish both of these ob- 
jects. Her acknowledgment of our existence as an ind -pendent 
nation, wonld n: cessarily exert an influence over our relations ` 
with Mexico, and in that view would be valuable to us; but the 
benefits which would result from the establishment of commer- 
tial arrangements between the (wo countries would be vastly 
more important. The preximity of the island of Cuba, and 
the many art cles of almost indispensable necessity produced 
upon that island, which are consumed by anr citizens, afford 
of themselves sufficient evidence of the importance of a direct 


‘ommercial intercourse between the two nations. At present 
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the eoffee, suzar and other products of Cuba are imported into 
‘Texas through the ports of the United States, by which means 
they come charged to us not only with double duties, but with 
the increased expense of double freights, commissions and pro- 
fits, all of which would be saved were our merchants and other 
citizens permitted to carry on a trade thereby with the Havana 
and other West India ports.. But itis not our imposts alone that 
we should experience benefits from a commercial treaty with 
Spain; equal advantages would result from its affording us a 
market for the excess of bread siuffs and other provisions 
which the luxuriance of our soil must in a few years pro- 
duce beyond our domestic consumption; a market which 
will never be furnished by the United States, and which 
cannot be advantageously afforded in Eur vpe, on account 
of the length of time which will be required in the per- 
formance of voyages across the Atlantic, and the deteriora- 
tion to which such articles are exposed by long confinement on 
ship board. - 

As regards our position and controversy with Mexico, 1 have 
but little that is either definite or satisfactory to communicate 
Continuing to pursue her tardy and inert policy, but little pro- 
gress has, as yet, been made towards the adjustment ot our dif- 
ferences. Our agent has been received and accredited, and ne- 
gociations have been so far entered into, as to permit him to 
submit the propositions offered by this government as the basis 
of a treaty, which propositions, up to the date of our last ad- 
vices, were held by them under consultation and advisement. 
The correspondence of mr. Treat upon the subject, will be sub-- 
mitted in connection with the report of the s cretary of state, 
and although it will be perceived that his |snguage is that of 
confidence in the ultimate success of his mission, still J. have 
not been able to discover that any material advances have 
been made towards it, beyond his bare reception as the ac- 
credited agent of this government, and an intimation, which 
it is said has been given of their willingness to suspend 
hostilities for the present, by entering iuto an armistice. 
Whether this course of tardy negociation should be permit- 


_ ted by this government longer to exist, is a question which 


is most respectfully submitted to the consideration and de- 
cision of the honorable congress. Many reasons might be 
urged, why negociation, even though unpromising in its 
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aspects, should be prefeired at this time to a state of open 
and active war, and especially to a war. of aggression on 
our part, and experience has proved that none other can 
be waged, with any hope of benefit to us. Among these rea- 
sons, the first and most prominent one is, the heavy expenses 
which a war of this kind would involve, and the already de- 
preciated state of our currency. That we could raise at a short 
notice all the men which would be necessary for an invading 
army, is beyond a question; but the furnishing of supplies, 
munitions of war and transportation for such an army, would 
require an outlay in expenditures which would be scriously 
felt by every class of our citizens, and would materially retard 
the growth of that prosperity which a state of even compara- 
live peace is so well calculated to foster and encourage in a 
community, composed, as ours generally is, of thrifty agricultu- 
tists and industrious mechanics. Another reason is, the effect 
which the renewal of the war will have upon the negociation 
ofa loan abroad, and upon the success of which, much of our 
immediate prosperity depends. We are in debt, and must re- 
main so, until the resources of the country are more fully de- 
veloped, and so long as we have to depend for our daily monied 
operations upon the promises of the government to pay ata 
future day, no matter in what form they may be issued, those 
issues must and will depreciate. The reasons for their doing 
so, is obvious. They supply the place of a circulating medium, 
and as such, pass into the hands of traders of all descriptions, 
who are compelled to put them off again at any sacrifice, Low- 
ever high their confidence may be in their ultimate redemption, 
as their business will not permit them to lock up their means 
in paper, which eannot at any moment be converted into such 
funds as the general laws of commerce and trade require. This 


depreciation of paper, not founded upon an actual specie basis . 


or iis equivalent, is inevitable, and to the extent of the depreci- 
ation is the loss of the government that is coupelled to resort 
to such issues; it is, theretore, of the utmost importance to our 
financial prosperity, that we should effect a loan, as it probably 
is, at present, the only means which can be resorted to for keep- 
ing our currency at par, and of preventing these losses; and 
any operation of the government which will have a tendency 
to lessen the -prospects of accomplishing this object, unless una- 
voidably forced upon it, should be well weighed and consider- 
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ed before it is resolved upon. That a renewal of the war will 
have this effect upon the negociations for the loan, is the de- 
cided opinion of the commissioners employed in that negocia- 
tion, as will be seen from the letters of general Hamilton, which 
also accompany the report of the secretary of state. 

The running and marking of the boundary between the 
United States and this country. has not y<t been complet d, 
The commissioners of both governments were compelled to 
suspend their opera.ions in the early part of the sunmer, in 
consequence of the exhaustion of the appropriations which had 
been made for that pnrpose. Previous to their doing so, how- 
ever, they had traced the line from the entrance of the Sabine 
in the Gulph, to the point where it is intersected by the 32d 
degree of north latitude; and although that point was not abso- 
lutely and uncondi:ionally estab.ished by them, tts position was 
nevertheless asc: rtained with sufficient certainty to leave no 
doubt that a considerable tract of country heretofore believed 
to be in the United States, belonged to Texas. ‘the causes of 
the delay which prevented the completion of this work, and 
occasioned the exhaustion of the appropriations, appear in the 
report of the commissioner to the department of state, and the 
correspondence which accompanies that report, all of which 
will be submitted to your consideration. It will be observed 
that the commission adjourn dto meet again on the first of 
november, and the early attention of congress is respectfully 
invited to the subject, as it will be impracticable to r sume or 
progress with the work until some further appropriations are 
made for carrying it on. 

The act of the last session of congress providing for laying 
up in ordinary the principal portion of the naval f: rees of tie 
country, has not been carried into effect. Before the necessa- 
ry reparations could be made: for doing so, circum-tances 
transpired, which in the opinion of the executive, involved 
potentially the contingency contemplated in t! e fourth section 
of that act, and induced him to defer the withdrawal of our gal- 
lant flag from the gulf. It was confidently asserted in the pa- 
pers of the United States, and as confidently believed Fere, 
ehat the Mexican government had made a c ntract in Europe 
for the purchase of several vessels of war, and that she had ac- 
tually procured an armed steam ship from a commercial house 
in England, with a view of making a descent upon the coast of 
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Texas, and of cutting off our commerce with forcign nations; 
and during the prevalence of that opinion, the executive woud 
have been violating the evident inten jen and spirit of the act 
of congies-, instead of cariying 1 into effect, had ‘ e caused the 
seam tialieady in service to be disbanded, and the vessels 
to be lad up mm ord nary. Other events, also, occurred about 
the same tine, and con-p.red with these consid tations to dis- 
suade me from disn anthng a navy which had bt en equipped at 
a great expense, and which was manned and oflicered ina 
style of gallantry and efficien- y inferior to none other of stmilar 
m 'gnitude. Yucatan aud Tob sco, lately forming a part of 
the coufederate states of Mexico, wearied of the oppreéssious that 
followed the overthrow of the federal system in that republic, 
seceded from the central government, : nd uniting together pro- 
nounced their determin:.tion to be flee. Similiity of circum- 
stances aud desiyu naturally creates a sympathy of f eling, and 
would prompi this gov: rnment to régard with peculiar i interest 
the efforts of the citizens of the southern provinces to do pre- 
cisely wha: we had so recently accon plish d. But considera- 
tious of a higher character suggested the propriety of making 
a demonstration of our naval power on the coastlof the new 
republic. It wa- expeeted to ascertain from the authorities es- 
tablished ti ere iu what relation this government should regard 
them, aud whether their secession from Mexico wau'd ter- 
minate their belligerent condition te wards Texas. The south- 
ern und now seceded provinces have been the most maritime of 
the Mexican states. The nature of their productions, and the 
character of their wants will tender au amicable inteic urse 
between Texas aid the people of the new government of mu- 
tua benefit, and so soon as their separate m d independert ex- 
istence shall be adequately manifested, it will be am obvious 
policy to begin and cherish such Intercourse. AS a prepara- 
tive to this ustimate state of things, it was considered advisable 
to communi: ate to the authorities our friendly dispositions, and 
to convey them with such a palpable exhibition of our power 
as would render them efficaci us and permanent; and | am 
gra ified to remark that these picfessions were 1e:dily and 
kindi y teceived, and cordially reciprocated by the nı w go- 
vernment. 

Under these various circumstances, I have considered it my 
duty to keep the Navy at sea for a short period. But I was 
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constrained by a seuse of justice aud a regard to the sacred faith 
of the country to abstain from making captures of Mexican pro- 
perty, while our accredited agent was s engaged in Mexico, ina 
negotiation for a peace with ‘that governmet, 
The naval eqnipments of a counlry, aud especially of this 
country, are essentially different in tae facility of organization 
from tne military power. Competent officers and soldiers to 


“constitute an army, may at any tune be selected from the body 


of the population, but seamen and efficient naval officers are 
not to be found among a rural people, they belong to the ele- 
meut on waich they serve, and are nurtured only on the 
ocean’s wave. To have disbanded the accomplished and gal- 
lant officers who have embarked in our naval service, at a mo- 
ment when we had reason to believe our enemy was prepar- 
ing a naval armament for our coast, would, in the opinion of 
the executive, have not only been indiscreet and impolitic, but 
would, as he believes, have been contrary to the true intention 
and meaning of congress. eS expressed in the act of the last 
session. Itis true it “might have sived us some expenditure, 
but it is equally true, thatit might have involved the country 
in grext disaster, and in irreparable loss of reputation. 

i regret that it is not in my power to give to the honorable 
congress more satisfactory information in reference to the ope- 
rations of our loan commissioners abroad. Upon their arrival 
in London, in the early part of the summer, they found a 
state of things existing so eutirely adveise to the object of 
their mission, that they did not feel justified in even attempting 
to renew their negotiations in that city. The extraordinary 
difficulties aud embarrassments in the monetary affairs of the 
United Stites, the suspension of specie payments by most of the 
banks, combined with the neglect of some of the states to meet 
their Europe: an engagem nts, with tbat promptness which had 
been expected, had produced such a ,reneial distrust in trans- 
Atlantic securities of every description, as rendered bankers and 
others averse to dealing in them even at a heavy depreciation. 
When to these causes are superadded, the want of confidence 
which private individuals felt in the stability and permanence 
ofour government, iu con-equence of the refusal of their own 
to recognize its existence, and the prejudices which it is the po- 
jicy of a lage paity in that country to foster and encourage; we 
cannot be surprised at the determination of the commissioners 
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not to open their negotiations until a more auspicious period 
should present itself. That an arrangement might have been 
made 1 France fora loan to some extent, is highly probable; 

but whether that arrangement could have been effected npon 
terms which a wise and prudent policy would approve 1s 
somewhat doubtful, and to abstain from ente:ing into en- 
gagements which might hereafter prove onerous to the country, 

so Jong as there were probable prospects of accomplishing the 
objects of the mission elsewhere, and by other meaus, was cirt- 
tainly proper; consequently, no direct efforts to obtain a 
loan in France, had been madeup to the time of the last ad- 
vices received from the commissioners, instead of which, one 
of them had proceeded to the Hague, with the view of obtain- 
ing a recognition of our independence by the government of, 
Holland, as a preliminary step to openinz negotiations with the 
bankers of that country, believing that arrangements might be 
made with them upon easier terms than could be obtained 
under existing circumstances either in France or in Eng- 
land. 

in the correspondence of general Hamilton, it will be per- 
ceived, that almost entire confidence in the ultimate success of 
his mission, is still its most prominent feature. That he has 
difficulties to encounter, is certainly trne; but the untiring per- 
severence which has heretofore marked his course, and his 
unyielding d. termination to persist in the pursuit of his object 
in despite of every abstacle, must eventually ensure success, if 
it be attainable. Shonld he fail in his operations at the Hague, 
he will return to London, and if he can there su: ceed in obtain- 
ing a recognition of our independence by the British ministers, 
(of which he has now strong expectations,) other difficulties 
may be overcome, and failing in that, it may be inferred from 
his letters, that it is his intention to proceed again to France, 
and to close his negotiations upon the best terms which can 
‘there be had, for this country. 

His certainly to be regretted that a loan could not have been 
effected at an earlier period, as by that means a heavy loss in 
the monied:opeiations of th » government would have been pre- 
vented; but the delay has not t been wholly unattended with be- 
neficial consequences to the country, as the extracrdinary ef- 
forts of the commissioners to disseminate correct information 
in reference to the condition, prospeets, and resources of the 
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nation, have had a most salutary influence in disabusing the 
pubic mind of the errors and prejndic2s heretofore exist ng in 
aliuost every part of Hurope, res ecting us as -a people, and a 
government. Besides, by the voluntary and generous offer of 
gent at the courts of 
Gr at Britain, Holland and Belgium, in the negotiation of such 
treaties as might be formed with those powers, a heavy expense 
in salaries and outfits of foreign agents has been saved to the 
government, while it has had all the alvantages w ich could 
be derived from the exertions of an able and exper.enced nego- 
ciater ab oad. 

Amongst the various duties which will claim the attention 
of congress during the present session, there are none more 
important than those which relate to the fiscal affairs ot the 
government. ‘That asystem >t finance should be adopted, if 
pra ticable, which will, to some extent, relieve the pecuniary 
embarrassments of the «ountry, is so obviously necessary, that 
it can require no argument irom me to enforce it. "lhe entire 
expenditures of the governmen , embracing every thing that is 
reqmied for the successful administration of its civil, military 
an { naval departments, would probab'y not exceed four hutidred 
thonsand dollars a year, 1f these expendi ures could be met 
with funds not depreeiated in value, and when it is known 
that the revenues of the nation as provided for by law, if faith- 
fu ly collected, would amount annually to nearly one million 
of dollars. it would seem that a system might be devis-d which 
would uot only remove present embarrassmen's, bnt which 
could be gradually extended to the extinguishment of the na- 
tional debt. Iam aware that the rate of taxes and imposts im- 
posed by the last congress, are considered by some as being too 
high an i burthensome to the people; bntit has appeared to me 
that this obj] ct on has its origin more 1n a want of reflection, or 
a morbid querelonsne<s of disposition, than in anything intrin- 
sically oppressive in the law, for it is unquestionably trne that 
‘the taxes, both direct and in-hrect, reqni-ed of the citizen in 
thi~ country, are tar Jess than those which are paid under any 
other civilized government in the word. ‘Take for example 
our impost duties, and compare them with those of the United 
Stites, where the people are more free from unnecessary and 
bur hensome exactions than they are in any other civilized 
country, and we shall see that ours, so far from being onerous 
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and oppressive, would, under that government, b> regarded as 
exceedingly light, T'he duties on huportations, as “fixed by 
law with us, are with oue or two exceptions, fifteen fer cent. 
ad valorem, woen really not more than three per centum 1s ac- 
tua ly paid; while in the United States, until the recent modi- 
fication ol her tariff, alter the euthe payment of her pational 
debt, and the accumuiation of a sui pius of forty mil ions 1u her 
treasury, the Impost duties were actual.y from twenty to fifty 
per ceutum ad valorem, ou most gi the essential arucles of do- 
mesuic consumption, and in bat few instances was it less than 
fifteen per centuw on any article. ‘Thu’, itis seen, that in the 
United States, while revenue was required, the duties were 
from five to fifteen times as much as 1s actually paid in this 
country, aud :he difference in the direct taxes will be found 
upon examination, to be nearly as great. It is no argumentin 
support of the charge of exorb tant taxation, to say, that the 
duties required by law are fifteen per centum upon the va.ue of 
the article charged with them, because the amount actually 
paid, is only three per cent. or less, and it is ouly the latter 
amount which the governinen! receives, notwithstanding the 
nominal collections are fifteen per cent., as the loss on the de- 
preciation of the paper in which the taxes and duties are col- 
lected, is not sustained by the agricultarist Or the importer, 
they being certain to estimate the value of their crops or mer- 
chaudize in reference to that depreciation, and to fix their prices 
Upon them aceurd.ngly. It is the country, in its aggregate 
capacity, and not the individu «l inhabitants (beyoud the offi- 
cers of the goverument) that sustains the k ss, as the paper 
issued to supply its wants is disposed of, oniy at its market 
value, and again comes back to the treasury in taxes, intrinst- 
cally possessing uo higher value than is given to itm Its circu- 
lation in the community. 

in considering this- important subject, it is possible that con- 
gress my find it practicable to lessen the public expenditure 
Without materially affecting the efficient transaciion of the 
public business, Aun amiulgamation of seme of the pubhe 
offices anda discontinuance of others, may possibly"be eff cted, 
temporanly at least, without producing great detriment to the 
substantia! interests of the nat on, and ifit can be done in times 
ef so much pecuniary e smbatrassment, no saving shon!d ve con- 


sidered too small to menit atiention. ‘Ihe whole sutj ject, 1s, 
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therefore, respectfully submitted to their wisdom and mature 
consideration. k 

In regard to the details of the administration of the govern- 
ment during the past year, I must beg leave to refer the honorable 
cougress to the reports from the severa] departments which 
accompany this communication. Owing to a very severe and 
long protracted illness, | have been unable to bestow that per- 
sonal attention to these details which under other cireumstances 
they would have received. Indeed, so constant, and often so 
excruciating has been my suffering for some months past, that 
in making this communication, I have been compelled to pass 
by many subjects of Interest which I desired, and had intended 
to present to your consideration; reposing, however, that en- 
tire confidence in the wisdom and patriotism of the representa- 
tives of the people, that their selection and high station implies, 
and feeling every assurance that their entire efforts will be di- 
rected to the promotion of the best interests of the country, I 
am consoled by the reflection, that although my personal ın- 
firmaties may prevent my being an efficient coadjutor with 
them, their own exertions will more than supply the defi- 
ciency. F 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


The senate returned to their chamber. l 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution, which was a- 
dopted. ; 

Resolved, That the annual message of the president, together 
with the accompanying reports from the different departments, 
be referred to the committee on printing, with instructions to 
contract for the printing of five hundred copies of each, at as 
early a period as practicable, for the use of this house. - 

On motion of mr. Porter, the house adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 9 o’clock. 


Trurspay, Nov. 5, 1840, 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the chaplain. 
The roll being called, the following eer to 


their names, viz: 


ro 


Nessrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, 
Thatcher, Usher and Van Zandt, i 

A quorum present, the journal of the preceding day was read 
and adopted, and the house proceeded to business l 

‘Mr. Smith of Montgomery presented a petition of the citizens 
of Montgomery county, praying for relief, &c., which was re- 
terred to the committee on public lands; also, the petition of 
Archibald G. Powel, mail contractor on route No. 24, from 
Washington to Montgomery, praying for relief, which was re- 
ferred to the commiitee on post offices and post roads. 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of the citizens of Red River 
county, praying for the division of said county, &c., which 
was referred to the committee on county boundaries; also, the 


petition of the citizens of Red River county, praying for the re- ’ 


lief of James Reily of said county, whieh was referred to the 
committee on public lands. 

Mr. Grigsby-presented the petition of the citizens of Jeffer- 
son county, praying for an act for the relief of sundry free 
men of color, which was referred to a special committee of 
three. 

‘The speaker appointed messrs, Grigsby, Menefee and Shaw 
_ said committee. ’ 

Mr. Coles presented the claims of John W. Coles of Wash- 
ington county, which was referred tothe committee on claims 
and accounts. 

Mr. Haynie presented the claim of John Woodruff, which 
was referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 

Mr. Van Zaudt-presented the petition of Sydney S. Callender, 
praying for relief,which was referred to the committee on claims 
and accounts. . ° 

Mr. Bell presented the petition of sundry citizens of Shelby 
coun'y, praying for the privilege of electing their chief justice, 
as they do other officers, of (or at least should be) their own 
creation—direct; also, praying for the right of trial by jury in 
the chief justice’s court of their county, which was referred to 
the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, 
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Resolved, That the speaker be requested to appoint a com- 


‘ mittee of nine on the part of the- house; to act with such com. 


mittee as may be appointed on the pait of the senate for the 
purpose of tvestigating the’ condition of the ¢cifferent depart- 
ments aud bureaus of this government, and report thereon as 
early as practicable. 

The. speaker appointed messrs. Harrison, Coles, Haynie, Mur- 
chison, Pillsbury, Shaw, Smith of Montgomery, Usher, Johns 
and Bell said committee. 

Mr. iiill offered the following resolution, which was a- 
dopted. 

Resolved, That the commissioner of the general land office 
be instructed to report to this honse, as soon as prac icable, 
what progress has been made by the different board- of conb 
missioners, appointed for the investigation of land certificates, 
pursuant to the provisions of an “aet to detect frauduleut and 
certificates and to provide for issuing patents to legal claim- 
an s,” passed January, 1840; and, als), “all vacancies which may 
exist in said boards of comnussiouers, trom death, resignation or 
otherwise, 

Mr. Harrison moved to reconsider the vote on the resolntion 
requiring the printing of “five hundred copies of the presidents 
message and accompanying documents.” 

Carried. f 

Mr. Harrison then moved to strike out “five hundred,” and 
insert one hundred and sixty. 

Mr. Hill offered the f-llowing amendment, which, together 
with the or ginal resolution as amendment, was adopted. 

That five hundred copies of the presidents s message, and two 
hundred and fifty copies of its accompanying reports, be 
printed. 

Mr. Usher offered the following resolution, which was a- 
dopted,. 

Resolved, That a special committee of three, be appointed 
to take into consideration the utility and propriety of uniting 
and forming m o one, the two revenue distiicts, now known as 
the ‘fatagorda and Lavaca districts. 

The ehair appomied messrs. Usher, Thatcher and Smith of 
Brazoria said committee. 

Mr. - eil offered the following resolution:— 

Whereas, itiş important that the laws and journals should 
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be published and disseminated at as early a period after the ad- 
journment of congress as practicable; 

Resolved, ‘hat a joint committee of both houses of con- 
gress be appointed to contract for the printing of the laws 
and journals of the present congress, with instructions to re- 
quire bond and security, that the said printing should be com 
pleted within thirty days after the adjournment of congress, or 
thirty days after a copy is furnished the printer. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted: 

« Also, the journals of the last session.” ; 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment, which was ac- 
cepted ; - 

Insert after “thirty days” in each place, “ or sooner if the 
committee can so contract.” - 

Mr. Porter offered the following amendment : . 

« Also, the journals of the convention.” 

On motion of mr. Hill, the “resolution” was laid upon the 
table. 

- Mr. Hill introduced a bili to be entitled, An act to suspend 
the operation of locating and surveying lands until the boards of 
commissioners created by an act to detect fraudulent land cer- 
tificates, &c., shall complete the labors assigned them by law, 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. Usher offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign relations be in- 
structed to enquire into the expedicney of recalling our prescht 
loan commissioners, messrs. Hamilton and Burnly; as also our. 
agent now waiting on the court of St. James, and report to this 
honse the result of their deliberations as early as practicable. 

A niessage was received from the senate requesting the co- 
operation of the committee on public lands, &c. 

Which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. tbllintreduced a bill, to be entitled An act concerning 
change of venue in civil suits. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of mr. Hill, mr. Smith of Brazoria was added to 
the committee.on foreign relations. 7 

On motion of mr. Usher, mr. Menefee was added to the com- 
mittee on printing, 

4* 
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The resolution received irom the senate requesting the co- 
seperation of the cominittee on public lauds, of the house; was 
take. Up. 

Rule suspended, read second time and adopted. 

Ac -ununtcatt n addressed tothe speaker of the house in 
rel uin to tne election of the member of congress from Fannin 
county, was read. 

Aud upon motion of mr. Hill, was referred to the committee 
on privileges and elections 

Mr. Loutimer offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted z 

Resolv. d, That the committee on pablis lands be instructed 
to enqnire into the expediency of prolonging the time for the 
payorenut of the government dues on surveyed laud. 

Mr. ijarrison offered -he following res Intion : 

Ressived, ‘Mhat the chapiam be requested o perform a hke 
service im n-diately after the adjournment of tais house for the 
day, thit he does at its meeting. 

Upon wich the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as 
follows. viz: 

AYK3—Messrs. Augustin, Bell, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, 
Haynie, Joins, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Piilsbury, Porter, 
Reily, Rogersand Van Zandt—15. 

NAYS —Messrs Speaker, Caldwell, Coles Ensworth, Grigs- 
by, {hl', Lann, Menefee, Shaw, Smith, of Brazoria, Smith, of 
Montgomery, Thatcheraud Usher—-13, 

Carried. and resolution adopted. 

Mr. Coles offered the followiug joint resolution, which was 
read first time: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
repo lic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the act of 
the last ¢-ngress, approved on the fifth of February, 1840, to 
provide for the redemption ofthe promissory notes of the go- 
veram nt now in circulation, and for funding other liabilities 
ef theg vernment, be, and the same is heresy repealed. This 
act to take effet from and alter its passage. 

Mr. Usher off:red the following resolntion : 

Resolved, That the military committee be instructed to en- 
quire into the expediency of disbanding the regular army of the 
repih'ic af Texas, and that they report to this house the result 
of their deliberations thereon. 
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Mr. Rill moved that “ military” be stricken out and « Indian 
affairs” juserted. - 


Decided in the negative, 

The yeas and vays being called for on the adoption of the 
resolution, as offered by mir. Usher, stood as foilows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Cole-, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Hulig, Laun, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Sinith, of Montgomery, Thatcher, Usher and Van 
Zandt ~—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, 


Johns, Latimer, Reily, Rogers, Shaw and South of Bra- 
zoria— Li. - 


Adopt d. 

Mr. Smith, of Montgamery, introduced a bill entitled an “Act 
to r: peal the loan and funding law,” 

Which was read Ist time. 
Mr. Smith, of Montgomery, moved the suspension of the 
rule. 

Lost. 
Qn motion of mr. Shaw, the house adjourned till 2 o’clock, 
p m, i ! 

Two o’CLOCK, P. M. 
The heuse met pursuant to adjournment, 
The roll caded, and net a quorum present. 


Mr. Reily moved the house adjouin till to-morrow morning 


10 o'clock. - 
Decided in the negative. 
The sergeani at arms was despatched for absent members. 
Returned and reported two of the members sick. 
Was unable to obtain a quorum. 


On motion of mr. Miller, the house adjourned till 9 o'clock 
to. morrow morning, 


Fripiy, Nov. 6th, I840. 
The honse met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by the chaplain. 
The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names. viz : . . 
Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, 
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Grigsby, Harrison, Ifuling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Jann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miter, Parker, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, Smith, of Brazoria, Smith, of 
Mont.zomery, Thatcher , Usher and Van Zandt. 

There being a quorum, the journals of the preceding day 
were read and adopted. 

And the house proceeded to business. 

A message was received trom the senate by their secretary, 
informing the house of the passage of a resolution requiring the 
naval committee of the senate to act in conjunction with a like 
committee from the house. 

Also, of the appointment of a committee on the state of the 
republic, to act in conjunction with a like committee of the 
house of representatives. 

Hon. James Wright, of Victoria, presented his credentials and 
took the oath of office and his seat. 

Mr. Reily presented the petition of R. Salmon, praying for 
relief. 

Also, the petition of William G. Evans, praying for relief. 

Both of which were referred to the committee on claims and 
accounts. 

Also, the petition of Henry Tucker, ‘a free man of color, 
praying for the privilege of remaining in the republic, &c. 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
republic. 

Mr. Augustin presented the petition of John H. Hyde, sen’, 
praying for a donation of land. 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands with- 
out reading. 

Mr. Smith, of Brazoria, presented the petition of John A. Par- 
ker & co., praying for the relief of T. Suiter. , 

Which was referred to the cotumittee on the aeey with- 
out reading. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of the oteak of the city 
of Austin, praying for the relief of William Aiken; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands with- 


_ out reading. 


Also, the petition of Thomas G. Gordon, administrator on 
the vacant succession of Cullen Spiry, praying for the relief of 
heirs, &c. 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs 
without reading. a 
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Mr. Smith, of Brazor‘a, presented the petition of Elizabeth 
Powell, praying lor relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts 

Mr. Grigs’-y, chairman of the select committee of three, to 
whom was referred the petition of certain fiee persons of color 
residiug in the county of Jefferson, rep wted favorably Ly 
bill; 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

Mr. Murchison offered the ‘followi ig resolution, which was 
adopted ; 

Reso, ved, Thit the committee on finance be required to take 
into consideration the propriety of repealing the tariff, and re- 
port to this house as soon as practicable, by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the secretary of 
state as relates to the surveying and marking the boundary line 
between ‘fexas aud the United States of America, be now taken 
up and read to the house. 

Mr. Milier offered tne following resolutions, which were 
adopted : 

Resolved, That so much of the annual message of his excel- 
leney the president. as relates to onr connections and interesis 
abroad, be referred to he coimmitteeon foreign relations, 

Resolved. ‘i hatso much of the annual message o; his excel- 
lency the president, as ielates to she operation of the loan com- 
mission, and the revenues and currency of the country, be re- 
ferred to the committee on finance. 

Resolved, ‘that so mach of the aunual message of his excel- 
lency the president, as relates to the uavy, be referred to the 
comimittes on naval affairs, 

Resolved, That so much of the annual message of his excel- 
lency the president, as relates to the retrenchment of expendi- 
tures aud the discontinuance and amalgamation of pubie offices, 
together w th so mneh as relates to the :ransactiens of the 
bou udary commission, be referred to the committee on the state 
of the republic 

Mr. Hill offered the {following resolution, which was read and 
laid on the table one day for consideration: 

Resolved by the house of representatives, that the eigħfeenth 
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joint rule of the houses of congress be repealed, or its operations 
be suspended during the present session of congress, and that 
all efections by joint ballot shall be in the representatives’ hall, 
and that a concurrence of the senate in the resolution be re. 
quested. 


Mr. Hill offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resloved, That the committee on the judiciary be instruct- 
ed to enquire what laws are in force relating to the grant 
ing of remedial process by the chief justices of county 
courts, and recommend such alterations as may be deemed 
expedient, if any. f 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following resoiution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instruct- 
ed to-enquire into the expediency of a re-organization of the 
jadiciary, and of the propriety of abolishing the fifth, sixth 
and seventh judicial districts, and report the resuit by bill 
or otherwise. 


Mr. Pillsbury offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resoived, That the committee on the state of the repub- 
lic be instructed to enquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing by Jaw for the continuance in the republic of free per- 
sons of color, who were in the country at the time of the 
adoption of the constitution, and to report by bill or other- 
wise. : 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act of limita- 
tion.” 

Which was read Ist time. 

Afr. Porter introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act to repeal 
so much of an act, approved February 5th, 1840, to enable the 
surveyors of the several counties to make out and return cor- 
rect maps of the same. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act to 
repeal certain portions of an act therein named. 

Read first time. j 


Mr. Usher introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act to repeal 
`ihe fourth section of an act therein named. 
Read first time. 
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Mr. Hill introduced a bill, to be entitled, An act concerning 
ihe fees of attorneys and counsellors at law. 

Read first time. : 

Mr, Usher offered the following resolution, which was a- 
dopted 
kesolved by this house, That a select committee be appoint- 
ed, with instructions to take into consideration the propriety 
and expediency of exempting the following named free persons 
of color, to wit: Samuel McCullock, junr. and his three sisters, 
Jane, Harriet and Mahaly, together with a free colored girl 
known by the name of Uldy, from the provisions of an act en- 
titled an act concerning free persons of color, 

The speaker appointed messrs. Usher, Ensworth and Lann, 
said committee. 

Mr.- Latimer introduced a «joint resolution,” appropriating 

thousand dollars to defray the expnese of running 
and marking the boundary line between the Republic of Texas 
and the United Stdtes of America. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Van Zandt introduced a bill to be entitled “an act for the 
benefit of settlers residing near the boundary line of the United 
States, in the counties of Red River and Harrison. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Usher moved to reconsider the vote on the resolution re- 
quiring the printing of 500 copies of the president’s message and 
accompanying documents. 

Carried. 

ie Miller moved that 1 000 copies be printed. 

ost. 

My Menefee moved that 750 copies be printed. 

ost. 

Mr. Menefee moved that 600 copies be printed. 

The ayes and nays being called for, stood as follows:— 

AYES— Messrs Caldwell, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haynie, 
Latimer, Menetfee, Miller, Reily, Rogers, Van Zandt, and 
Wright—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. S peaker, Augustin, Bell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Harrison, Lans, Murchison, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Shaw, Smith ot Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thatcher, and 
Usher—16, 

Lost. 
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Mr. Menefee moved that 550 copies be printed. 
Lost. 
Mr. Hill moved that 450 copies be printed. 
Lost. 
pr Mr. Menefee moved that 400 copies be printed. 
' Lost: 
Mr. Hill stated thaf it was out of order to move’to fill a blank 

: in the resolution, as none existed. 

Which was sustained by the speaker, and the resolution a- 
dopted wu its original form. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the hou-e proceeded to the business 
en the speaker’s table, and the 


T ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
a The following cominunication from the state department was 
E read and laid upon the table. 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
il Austin, Nov. 5, 1840. 
i Sir, —I have just received the iesignation of the hon. Henry 
i Millard, chiet justice for the county of Jefferson, consequently 
{ a vacancy in that office. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient serv’t, 
; JOSPH WAPLES, 
Act’g Sec’ry of State. 
| , To the hon. D. S. Kanfman, ' 
| Speaker of the house of representatives. 
| The following communication from the general land office 
was read and laid upou the table. 
| \ Hon, D. 8. Kautman, 
Speaker of the house of representatives:— 
| Sir,—In reply to the resolution of your honorable body 
| passed on yesterday calling upon me fdr certain information, 
Į have to state hat full statements of the acting. and proceed- 
| ings of the examining commissioners has been made in my an- 
nual report, which is already before the hou e. 
As to the vae :niies which have occurre{ in said board. T am 
unable, oficially,toinform your honorable body, the resignation 
EOS of each, having been addressed to the secreta: y ofstate,in whose 
| eharge 1 presume they will now be found. 
$ Your obedient serv’t, 


JOHN P, BORDEN, Com. G. L. O. 
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A communication from Thos. W. Ward, late chief clerk of 
the house of representatives, and accompanying documents was 
read. 


An act to suspend the operation of locating and surveying of 
lands until the board of commissioners created by an act to de- 
tect fraudulent land certificates, &c., was read second time, 
and, 

On motion ot mr. Caldwell, was referred to the committee 
on public lands, with instructions to report as early as prac- 

icable. 


The committee on printing, to whom was referred the presi- 
dent’s message and accompanying documents, with instructions 
to have the same printed:— 

Report, That they have discharged the duty in part, so far 
as relates to the printing of the president’s message, but upon 
examination of the several reports from the departments, your 
committee beg leave to return the same to the house, and re- 
commond that they be read and referred to the appropriate 
standing committees, with instructions to prepare an abstract 
for the press, and report the same to the house. 

WM. MENEFEE, 
; One of the committee. 


On motion of mr. Menefee, the report of the secretary of 
state was read, and referred to the committee on the state of the 
republic. 

On motion of mr. Menefee, the report of the secretary of the 
treasury was read, and referred to the committee on finance. 

On motion of mr. Menefee, the report of the attorney gen- 
eral was read, and referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The report of the commissioner of the general land office 
was taken up and read, and, 

On motion of mr. Menefee, was referred to the committee on 
public lands. . 

The report of the post master general was taken up and 
read, and, 

On motion of mr. Menefee, was referred to the committee 
on post offices and post roads. 

The report of the secretary of the navy was taken up, and, 

On motion of mr. Hill, was referred to the committee on na- 
val affairs, without reading. 
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On motion of mr. Menefee, the house adjounred until two 
o'clock, p. m. 

i Two o’cLock, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll ealled, a quorum present, 

The house proceeded to business. . 

Hon. Nathan Thomas of Austin county, presented his cre- 
dentials, took the oath of office and his seat. 

On motion of mr. Menefee the report of the secretary of war, 
was read, and referred to the committe on military affairs. 

An act concerning change of venue in civil suits, was read 
second time, and, i 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. ` 

An actto repeal the loan and funding law, was read second 
time, and, 

Qn motion of mr. Miller, was referred to the committee on- 
finance. ` 

Mr. Porter introduced a bill entitled “an act regulating dis- 
trict courts,” which was read first time. 

A joint resolution: repealing an act of the last congress, ap- 
proved February fifth, 1840, to provide for the redemption of 
the promissory notes of the government now in circulation, and 
for funding other liabilities, 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Harrison introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to repeal 
certain laws establishing certain mail routes, and to establish 
certain other routes therein named, 

Read first time. 

On moton of mr. Harrison, mr. Yan Zandt was added to the 
committeo of nine to investigate the affairs of the different de- 
partments of the government. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the resolution on printing the laws 
and journals of the present congress, &c., was taken up and 
read. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the amendment pro- 
viding for printing the journals of the conventionin ’36, as 
offered by mr. Porter, and stood as follows:— 

AYES—Messrs Speaker, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, 
Haynie, Latimer, Murchison, Porter, Reily and Roberts—11- 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, 
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Haigler, Lann, Menetee, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Shaw, Smith 
ot Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, .'Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Zandt, andWright—19. Lost. 

On mo.ion of mr. Menetee, the resolution and amendments 
appended, were referred to the committee on printing. 

On motion of mr. Parker, mr. Haynie was added to the com- 
mittee on military affairs. 

Mr. Uusher offered the following resolution:— 

Resolved by the house, That we will from hence forth, only 
subscribe for two hundred and filty copies of the public gazettes 
of this city. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and stood 
as follows:— 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Bell, Ensworth, Huling, Parker, 
Pillsbury, Shaw, Thatcher, Usher, and Wright—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby Harri- 
son, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchi- 
son, Miller, Porter, Reily, Rogers Smith, of Brazoria, Smith, 
of Montgomery, and Van Zandt—20, Rejected. 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted:— 

Resolved, That the committee on post offices and post roads 
be instructed to consider the relative importance and expe- 
diency of the several mail routes in the republic, and the prac- 
ticability of adjusting them to a more economical scale, having 
a due regard to the wants of the several districts now accom- 
modated. 

On motion of mr. Hill, mr. Wright was added to the com- 
mittees on Indian affairs, naval affairs and public lands. 

‘On motion of mr: Haynie, mr. Thomas was added to the com- 
mittees on foreign relations, education and county boundaries. 

On motion of mr. Latimer, the house adjourned until Mon- 
day morning, 10 o'clock. 
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Monpay, November 9, 1840. 
T'he house met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by the chaplain. 
The roll was called, zad the following members answered to 
their names, viz: 
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Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Lann, 
Menefee, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of Brazona, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The journal of Friday was read and ad»pted, and 

The house proceeded to business. - 

Mr. Reily presented the petition of Mary Moffat, praying 
for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts 
without reading. 

Mr. Smith of M., presented the petition of Wm. A. Cooke, 
praying for relief, &c., 

Which was read and referred to the committee on military 
affairs. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Joseph Grisham, asking 
for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts 
without reading. 

Mr. Augustin presented the petition of Wm. Scurlock and 
Sydney Van Bibber, praying for relief, 

Which was read and referred to the committee on public 
lands. 

Mr. Bell presented the petition of Henry C. Arhton, praying 
for right and title to his head right, &c., 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands with- 
out reading. 

Mr. Pillsbury presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Brazoria county in behalf of Sam’l H. Harden and Thamar 
Morgan his wife, 

Which was referred to the committee on the state .of the re- 
public without reading. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Brazoria, praying that 
an act be passed to allow James Richardson, a free man of color, - 
the privilege of remaining in the republic, &c.,” 

Which. was referred to the committee on the state of the re- 
public, without reading. 

The committee on post officers and post roads, to whom was 


' referred the report of the post master general, reported as fol- 
lows:— : | 


At 


That they have had the same under consideration, and that 
although much pleased with the satisfactory information there- 
in contained, together with the able suggestions and recom- 
mendations of its respected author: we must still withhold our 
sanction to its publication, not with a view to reflect on its merit, 
or to withhold from the people a knowledge of its contents, but 
solely with the view to avoid any further increase of govern- 
ment expenses. 

B. F. SMITH, chairman. 

Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Miller, from the committee on foreign relations, made 
the following report, viz:— 

The committee on foreign relations, to whom was referred. 
the resolution instructing,them to enquire into the expediency 
of recalling our present loan commissioners, and, also, our 
agent waiting at the court of St. James, have: instructed me to 
report back to the house, so much of the same as relates to the 
recall of our loan commissioners, with a recommendation that 
it be referred to the committee on finance, which committee has 
already under consideration the president’s message, and other 
documents touching the same subject. 

‘The committee are of opinion that the subject 1s one ofa 
purely fiscal character, and therefore more propeily belonging 
to the investigations of the committee on finance. 

W. D. MILLER, chairman. 

Which report was adopied. 

Mr. Van Zandt, chairman,of the committee on the judiciary, 
to whom was referred the report ot the attorney general, for the 
purpose of selecting such portions of said report as they might 
deem it necessary to publish ; 

Report, that they consider it unnecessary to publish any por- 
tion of said document. 

I. VAN ZANDT, chairman. 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
` to be entitled, an ack.concerming the change of venue in civil 
suits; 

Report, that they deem] it inexpedient to legislate at, this 
time on the subject. 

I. VAN ZANDT, chairman. 

Which report was laid on the table. 
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The committee on military affairs, to whom was referred the 
report of the secretary of war, with instructions to report the 
papers and documents deemed essential by the committee to 
have printed; 

Report, :at they have discharged the duty, and recommend 
the printing of the following documents : 

Ast, The report of the hon. Branch 'T. Archer, secretary of 
war, with documents lettered S. H. K. L. R. M. 

2d, The adjutant general’s report, with documents marked 
No. 1, militia and regular army. 

3d, Report of quarter master general, with accompanying 
documents. 

Ath. Report of commissary general’s department. 

5th, Report of paymaster general’s department, with accom- 
panying documents. 

G. H. Harrison, chairman, 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on naval affairs, to whom was referred the 
report of the secretary of the navy and accompanying docu- 
ments, with instructions to report to the house what part of the 
same they might deem expedient to have printed, report as 
follows : 

That document marked A, being the report of John G. Tod; 
document marked B, being the report of the secretary of the 
navy; and a part of the letter from commodore Moore to the 
secretary of the navy, being an extract relating to the steamer 
Zavala, would place before the house and country the neces- 
sary information in regard to this department. 

T. PILLSBURY, chairman. 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Juo. Woodruff for relief, , 

Report, that there is no written evidence accompanying said 
petition to warrant them in going into an investigation of his 
case, consequently, in the absence of all evidence touching the 
same, we are necessarily compelled to refuse, on our part, the 
relief therein prayed for. 

PATRICK USHER, chairman. 

Which report and petition therein named, were recommitted. 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the ‘petition of Sidney S. Callender, late publisher of the 
Richmond Telescope; 


iy, 42 A, , 


Report, that although desirous of affording rel ief to all who 
may have been aggrieved, they cannot, in the absence of all 
testimony, lend their sanction to the claim of the individual in 
this case asking it; therefore, beg leave to be discharged from 
its further consideration, 
“USHER, chairman. 

Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Lann offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on the state of the republic be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of going inte secret ses- 
sion of the committee of the whole house, for the purpose of see- 
ing what was done‘ or what contract, if any, was made with the 
loan commissioners in secret session ‘last session of congress be- 
fore the act passes to recall the loan commissioners. 

Mr. Reily offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed - 


to examine into the accounts of capt. John G. ‘Tod, the naval 
agent to the United States, to whom was entrusted the controk 
of purchasing the supplies for the navy, in conjunction with 
his other duties; and that the condition of them be forthwith 
reported to this house. 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution, which was read 
and laid upon the table: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance he instructed to en- 
quire into the expediency of laying off and setting apartso much 
of the public domain intermediate and equidistant between 
Austin and Santa Fe, as may be adapted to the establishment of 
a colony of actual settlers, with a view to the opening, facilitat- 
ing and securing the trade of the Jatter place. 

Mr. Hill offered the following as an additional rule of the 
house, 

Which was laid cn the table one day for consideration: 

Rule 78—The motion .0 adjourn shall not be made and de- 
cided upon, more than three times In succession, before the de- 
cision of some other question; and all motions to adjonrn, made 
contrary to the provisions of this rule, shall be out of order. 

Mr. Hill, with leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act to 
prohibit members of congress from holding certain offices dur- 
ing the term for which they were elected ; 
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Which was read first time. 

Mr. Hill, with leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
prescribing the mode of organizing the house of representa- 
tives; 

Which was. read first time. 

On motion, of mr. Hill, the house proceeded to the business 
on the speaker’s table, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


An act for the relief of certain free persons of color therein 
named, was read second time, and, on motion, 

Ordered tu be engrossed. 

An act entitled an act of limitation, was read second time, 
and, on motion, 

Was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

An act to repeal so much of an act, approved February 5th, 
1840, to enable the surveyors ot the several counties to make 
out and return correct maps of the same, was read second time, 
and, on motion, 

Referred to the committee on public lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal certain portions of an 
act therein named, was read second time, and, on motion, 

‘ Referred;to the committee on the judiciary. 
An act concerning the fees of attorneys and counsellors at 


- law, was read second time, and, on motion, 


Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the fourth section of an 
act therein named, was read second time. 

Mr. Caldwell moved the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The ayes and nays were called for and stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Lann, 
Latimer, Menefee, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, 
ae of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Zandt and Wright 

NAYS—Messrs. Haynie, Johns, Miller, and Usher—4. 
Carried. 

Mr. Smith, of M., was excused from voting. 

Joint resolution appropriating thousand dollars to 
defray the expenses of running and marking the boundary line 
between the republicof Texas and the United States of America, 
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was read second time, and on motion, ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

An act for the benefit of settlers residing near the boundary 
line of the United States, in the counties of Red River and 
idarrison, was read second time, and on motion, 

Referred to the cotumittee on public lands. 

An act regulating district courts, was read second time, 
and, 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

An act to repeal certain laws establishing certain mail 
roules, and to establish certain other routes therein named, was 
read secoud time, and, on motion, was 

Referred to the committee on post offices and post roads.” 

The resolution repealing the eighteenth joint rule of the 
houses of congress, was taken up, 

Read and adopted. 

The resolution from the senate informing the house of a re- 
solution of the senate requiring the naval committee of the 
senate to actin conjunction with alike committee of the house, 
was taken up, read, and, 

On motion of mr. Hill, was returned to the senate, with in- 
structions that ıt was so constructed that the house could not 
act upon it. 

A resolution from the senate informing the house of the ap- 
pointment of a committee on the state of the republic, to act in 
conjunction with a like committee of the house, was taken up, 
read, and, 

Ou motion of mr. Hill, was returned to the senate. 

Mr. Usher offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved by this house, that the committee on the state of 
the republic be instructed to take into consideration the propri- 
ety and expediency of passing a law with the view to inform 
the inhabitants of Santa Fé of their privileges as citizens of the 
republic of Texas. 

Mr. Hill, by leave, introduced a bill “to amend the forty-third 
section of the act establishing the jurisdiction ot the district 
courts ;” 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Hull, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to 
protect assemblies for religious worship;” 
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Whieh was read first time. 

The committee on privileges and elections, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution requiring said committee to enquire into the 
expediency of giving to the people of each county the election 
of their probate judge, 

Report, that the subject more properly belongs to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, and as th .t committee has the subject 
uow before them, they desire to be di-charged from the further 
consideration of the sames 

JNO. CALDWELL, chairman. 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of mr. Bell, the house adjourned until 2 o’clock, 
P- m. : 

Two o’cLock, P. M, 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll called, a quorum present, 

The hou-e proceeded to business. 

Mr. Parker, by leave, introduced a joint resolution compli- 
mentary to col. John H. Moore and his men, which was read 
first time, and, 

On motion of mr. Menefee, rule suspended and read second 
time. : 

Mr. Usher offered the following amendment: 

Insert after the words ~ col. John H. Moore,” “and the re- 
spective cap’ains under his command;” 

Which amendment was adopted. 

On motion of mr. Miller, the resolution was referred to the 
committee on military affairs. 

On motion of mr. Miller, the resolution instructing ihe com- 
mittee on finance to enqnire into the expediency of laying off 
and setting apart so much of the public domain, intermediate 
and equidistant between Austin and Santa Fé, &c., was 
taken up; 

Read and adopted. 

The committee on engrossed bills, by leave. reported as 
follows, that they bave examined the following bills, aud find 
them correctly engrossed : Í 

s An act for the relief of certain free persons therein 
named.” 

And ‘a joint resolution appropri iting thousand dollars 
to defray the expenses of ranning and marking the boundary 


+ 


Ay 


line between the republic of Texas and the United; Sta'es of 
America.” 
- THOS. B. HULING, 
Chairman com. on engrossed bills. 

Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Mil er, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an act 
creating a system of bankruptcy and regulating the collection 
of foreign d bts; 

Which was read first time. 

A message.from the senate informing the house of a compli- 
mentary resolution to col. Johu H. Moore and his men, was 
read, 

‘Phe committee on military affairs, G. H. Harrison chairman, 
to whom was referred the resolution complimentary to col. 
John H. Moore and his men, reported favorably, and, 

On motion, the resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Smith, of M., by leave, introduced a bill, entitled “an act; 


declaring certain portions of the public domain escheated, and 
regulating tue locating thereof; 

“Which was read first time. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, introduced a bill, entitled “an act re- 
pealing an act altering the several acts to 1aise a ~ublic revenue 
by impost duties and for other purpuses;” 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Haigler, by leave, introduced a “joint resolution requir- 
ing the president to receive into the service of the republic one 
company of valnnteers, ctiizens of tLe county of San Patr.cio. 

Whieh was read first time. 

On motion of ir. Menela, the resolution of (he senate com- 
plimenting col. John B. Moore and his men, was taken up,— 
rule suspended, and read second time. 

On motion of mr. Miller, the word “instant” was siiicken out, 
and “ultimo” inserted. 

Mr. Menefee offered an additional section, by way of amend- 
ment, which was adopted. : 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and the resolution read 
third time, and passed unanimously. 

The select committee of three, to whom was referred a reso- 
lution of this honse, with instructions to take into consideration 
the propriety and expediency of exempting certain free per- 
sons of color from the provisions ofan act ecneerning flee per- 
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sous of color: reported by bill, to be entitled “an act concern- 
ing certain tree persons of color.” ! 

“Which report was received, and biil read first time. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “a 
act amending an act regulating the license and practice of ry 
torneys.” 

W hich was read first time. 

On motion of mr. LU, the house adjourned until 10 o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 


‘Tursspay, November 10, 1840, 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz: 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie. Johns, Lati- 
mer, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Por- 
ter, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher, ‘Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, and 

The house proceeded to busmess. 

The hon. messrs. Van Ness and Blow, representatives from 
Bexar, presented their credentials, and took the oath, and their 
seats. 

Mr. Reily presented the petition of Henry Millard and Thos. 
B. Huling, praying for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts 
without reading. 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of Sophia Ann Wilshire, 
praying for a divorce, &c., and, 

On motion, was referred toa select committee. 

The speaker appointed messrs. Porter, Latimer, Menefee, 
Jaynie and Coles, said committee. 

Mr. Latimer presented the petition of Edward Hughart, pray- 
ing for relief, 

"Which was referred to the committee cn claims and accounts. 
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On motion of mr. Caldwell, mr. Van Ness was added to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

On moton of mr. Miller, mr. Van Ness was added to the 
committees on foreign relations and the state of the republic. 

On motion of mr. Usher, mr. Blow was added to the com- 
mittee on claims and accounts, 

On motion of mr. Miller. mr. Blow was added to the com- 
mittees on finance and Indian affairs. 

The committe on the judiciary, I. Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was relerred a bill to be entitled “an act to repeal certain 
portions of an act therein named: reported favorably. 

Which report was received. 

The committee on the judiciary, I. Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was relerred the petition of sundry citizens of Shelby 
county, praying that the election of chief justice may be eom- 
mitted to the qualified voters ot the several counties, and to give 
tothe county court the right of empannelling a jury for the 
trial of civil suits: reported by bills:— 

First, a bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the election of 
chief justices and sheriffs.” 

Second, a bill to be entitled “an act securing the right of ap- 
peal trom the justices’ to the district courts.” 

Which report was received, and bills read first time. 

The committee on public lands, in conjunction with a like 
committee from the sena e, to whom was referred the bill to: 
be entitled «an act forthe benefit of settlers residing near the 
boundary line of the United States, in the counties of Red River 
and Harrison, 

Returned bill with amendments, and recommended its 
passage. 

The committee on the state of the republic, Wm. Menefee, 
chairman, to whom was referred a reso ution instructing the 


committee to enquire into the expediency of going into secret - 


sesssion for t.e purpose of ascertaining what contracts have 
been made with the loan commissioners of the goveinmeut, of- 
fered the following resolution;— 

Resolved, That his excellency, the president, be requested to 
lay before this house all the information in his possession re- 
lating to the terms upon which our commissioners of loan have 
agreed to contract for the same. 

° Which resolution was laid on the table. 
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The committee on the state of the republic, Wm. Menefee, 
chairmin, to whom was referred the petition. of the citizens of 
; sarni scouuty, praying for rel ef of Henry Tucker: reported by 
d hy to be ent led “au act for the relief of Henry Tucker” 

33i ‘tread first time. 

‘ihe counnittee on the state of the republic, to whom was re- 
ferre | the report of the secretary of slate, with Instructions to 
make an abstract hom the same for the press: report that they 
have discharged the duty, and recommend the printing of the 
repart and accompanying documents for the use of the house— 
according to lis order, 

WM. MENEFBEE, chairman. 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on post offices and post roads, to whom was 
referred the bill to be enitled “an act to repeal certain laws es- 
tabl shing certain mail routes, and to establish certain other 
routes therein yamed:” report that they have had the same under 
consideration, and return the bil bask to the house without 
amendment, and reccmmend its passage. 

" BEF SMITH, chairmau. 

Report received. 

‘Lue committee on the state of the republic, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of A.G. Powell, praying for compensation 
for his losses, on account of the depreciation of the currency, 
on h.s mail route: report against the prayer of the petitioner. 

P. USHER. 

Which report was received. 

The committee on privileges and elections, to whom was re- 
ferred the credentials of the sitting members of the house of re- 
presentatives: repoit they that have examined the same, and, 
in their opinion, are in due form. 

JNO. CALDWELL, chairn. 

Which report was ad: pted. 

Qn motion of mr. Menelee, the vote on the passage of the 
bill tendering thanks to col. John H. Moore, was ieconsi- 
dered, 

On motion, the rule was suspended that prohibits bills being 
read after a third and final reading. 

Bul read, and on motion of mr Mencfec, the word captain 
was stricken out and ofiicers inserted, aud 

Passed unanimously as amended, and 

Ordered tu be engrossed, 
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On motion of mr. Caldwell, the vote was reconsidered that 
adopted the report of thee m nittee on claims and acconuts nn- 
favorable to the petition o; Sidney 5. Calletider, aud on mo- 
tion, 

The report was referred back to the commirtee. 

Mr. Murcinson by leave, int oduced a jomt resolution for the 
payment of the volunteers who served under the command of 
col. John if. Moore, tu the present year, 1840; 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution, which was 
adapted: R 

Resolved, That wi h the coneurrence of the senate, the two 
hvu es of congress wi | meet in tae representatives’ hall on W ed-- 
nesday the ilth instant, for the purpose of electing three com- 
missioners, to uct as a travelling board for the district east of the 
Brazos river, for the livestigat on of land certificates issned in 
all the counties east of said river, except the counties of Nacog- 
doches, San Augustine, asper, Sh thy and Sabine, these coun- 
ties having been previously examined, pursuant to the provi- 
sions of an act to detect fraudulent certific ites, £e, passed 
January, 1840, to fill the vacancies occasioned by the resigna- 
tion of all th members of said travelling board. 


Mr. Miller offered -the following ‘resolution, which was 


adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to enqnire into the expediency of repealing the law requiring 
the supreme vourt to appoint a reporter, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Latimer, by leave, introduced a joint resolution granting 
to the quartermaster general equity jurisdiction in the case of 
Edward West, 

Which was read first time. 

On motion of mr. Latimer, rule suspended, and resolution 
read second time. 

On motion, was referre } to a select committee. 

Th speaker appointed me-srs, Porter, Harrison, Reily, Usher 
and Blow said .ommitiee. 

Mr. Hı | offered the following resolution, which was laid on 
the table: 


Whereas ample provisions have been m de for the granting 
of divorce by the district courts of this republic as the proper 
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tribunal before which such matters should be investigated, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That it is deemed inexpedient to legislate upon any 
particular case presented fur divorce, (as the costs ol such legis- 
lating ta the repub‘ic are immense,) and that all legislation on 
that snb ect shou d be general. 

A message was received from the senate informing the house 
of the passage of a bill, to be entit! d “an act to protect thu set- 
tlers in that portion of the territory of Texas which has been 
surveye! by authority of the government of the United 
States.” 

Mr. Menefee offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the com nittee on public printing be in- 
stracted to contract with messrs. Cruger & Moore far the com- 
pleting the journals of the convention, in such manner as may 
be necessary for their distribution, the prinung of which has 
been paid for by the government. 

Mr. slurchison, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “a 
act au lementary ʻo an act, to esta lish and incorporate Rat 
tersville college,” appray d Feb. 5th 1840; 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Reily, by leave. introduced a bill, entitled “an act con- 
cerning divorce and alimony;” 

Which was read first time. 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, the house proceeded to the busi- 
ness on the speaker’s table, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of mr. Van Zandt, the bill from the senate, entitled 
tan act to protect the settlers m that portion of the territory 
witch has heen surveyed by authority and direction of the go- 
verument of the United States of the north,” was taken up and 
read. 

On motion, rule suspended and read second time; and 

On mo.ion, ruie further suspended, read thud time and 
passed 

An act for the relief of certain free persons of color therein 
named; 

Was read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution appropriating thousand dollars for 
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tunning and marking the boundary line between the United 
States of America and Texas. 
—— Un motion of mr. Latimer, the blank was filled with twenty 
thousand dollars, and 

The bill read third time, and passed. : 

The resolution offered by mr. Hill on yesterday, making an 
additional rule, (seventy-eight,) was taken up; 

Read second time, and adopted. 

A bill to be edtitled “an act to prohibit members of con- 
gress holding office during the time for which they were 
elected, was 

Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill prescribing the mode of organizing the house of repre- 
sentatives; : 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a “bill to alter the time 
of the session of the supreme court of the republic of Texas; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Johns, by leave, inireduced a bill, to be entitled “an act 
to carry into effect the provisions of the 10th section of the ge- 
neral-provisions of the constitution, and to prepare for the final 
adjustment of land titles; 

Read first time. 

A communication from the state department, informing the 
house of several vacancies which have lately occurred in the 
offices of chief justices; 

Also, vacaneles in the board of land commissioners east of 
the Brazos; ~- 

Also, of several appointments having been made during the 
recess of congress, which requires the concurrence of both 
houses of congress ; 

Which was read and laid on the table. 

A bill to amend the forty-third section ofa bill regulating the 
district courts; 

Read second time, and 

On motion of mr. Hill, was referred to the judiciary com- 
mittee. 

An act to protect assemblies of public worship, was read se- 
cond time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A se was received trom the senate, informing the house 
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of the passage of an act to ameng the several acts Incorporating ` 
the city of Houston. 

A ħìll to create a system of bankruptcy and regulating the 
collection of foreign debts, was 

Read by its caption, second time, and 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, one hundred copies were ordered 
to be printed. 

“An act declaring certain portions of the public domain es- 


- cheated, and regulating the location thereof;” 


Read second by its caption, and, 

On motion of mr. Porter, one hundred copies were ordered 
to be printed. 

“An act repealing an act altering the several acts to raise a 
public revenue by impost duties, and for other purposes.” 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on finance. 

«A joint resolution requiring the president to receive a com- 
pany of volunteers, from the county of San Patricio, into the 
service of this republic.” 

Read second time, and referred to the military committee. 

A bill to be entitled “an act concerning certain free persons 
of eolor;” 

Read second time. 

Mr. Smith of M., offered to amend-by adding the names of 

«Lewis B. Jones and family, and Wm. Goens and Bredget.— 

Lost. 

Mr. Harrison offered to amend by adding the name of “Plea- 
sant,” a free man of color, a resident of Houston. Lost. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the bill was referred to the committee 
on the state of the republic. 

A bill to be entitled “ an act to regulate the practice of at- 
torneys.” 

Read second time, and referred to the judiciary committee. 

The report of the judiciary committee with accompanying 
pill, concerning change of venue in civil suits. 

Report received, and bill read third time. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved the adoption of the report, and after 
some discussion thereon,— 

Mr. Hill moved an adjournment until 3 o’clock, p. m. 

The ayes and nays being called for on the adjournment, 
stood thus. 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Ensworth, Hill, 
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Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Rogers Shaw Van Ness; Wright 


—12.- 
“3NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, 
Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Miller, Parker, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Smith, of B., Smith, of M., Thomas, 
. Thatcher, Usher, and Van Zandt—21. 

The motion was lost. | 

The motion ot mr. Van Zandt to adopt the report was re- 


newed. Considerable debate ensued, in which messrs. Van. 


Zandt, Porter, Hill, Reily and Smith, participated: when, 

Mr. Hill moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, p. m. 

Ayes and nays called for, and stood as follows:— 

AYES—Messrs Speaker, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, 
Murchison, Porter, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, Van 
Ness, Wright—13. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, Lann, Menetee, 
Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith ot B., Thatcher, Usher, 
and Van Zandt—20. Lost. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the report was laid on the table. 

Mr. .Poiter moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, p.m. Lost. . 

On motion of mr. Latimer, the joint resolution granting to 
the quarter master general equity jurisdiction in the case of 
Edward West, was taken up: 

Rule suspended, and read second tinte; 

Rule further suspended,—read third time, and put on its fi- 
nal passage. 

The ayes and nays being called for on the passage of the bill, 
stood thus: — 

YEAS—Messrs. Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., 
Smith of M., Thomas, Van Zandt—23. l - 

NAYS—Meesrs. Speaker, Blow, Ensworth, Shaw,Usher and 
Wright—5. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal the 11th 
section of “an act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation.” 

Read first time. 

On motion of mr, Augustin, the house adjourned until 4o- 
morrow, 10) o'clock, 
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WEDNESDAY, Nov. 11, 1840, 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by the chaplain. 
The roll was called, and the following members answered to 


* their names, viz: 


Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill , Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Parker, 
Porter, Reily, Rogers, Shaw,Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, 
"Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The journal of the preceding day was read and acopio and 

The house proceeded to business. 

Mr. Wright presented the petition of Mary Glenn, praying 
for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts without reading. 

Mr. Smith of M, presented the petition of George W. Lo- 
gan, praying for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ae- 
counts without reading. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Henry Golden, pray- 
ing for relief, 

‘Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts without reading. 

Mr. Thatcher presented the petition of Peter Haynes, pray- 
ing for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts without reading. 

Mr. Ausgustin presented the petition of Sumner Bacon, 
praying for relief, &., 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts without reading. 

The committe on the judiciary, I. Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of John A. Parker, & co.: re- 
ported unfavorable to the petitioners. 

Which report was adopted. 

- The committee on the judiciary, I. Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred the resolution instructing said committee to 
enquire what laws are in force relative to the granting of reme- 
dial process by the chief justices of the several county courts, 
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and to recommend such alterations as may be deemed ex- 
pedient: 

Reported by a bill to be entitled “an act concerning the pow- 
ers of chief justices of the county courts.” : 

Report received, and bill laid on the table. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of John H. Hyde; : 

Reported unfavorable to the petitioner, 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on public lands, Porter, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of Wm. Aiken, praying for a donation 
lot in the city of Austin: , ; 

Reported by a joint resolution. 

Which report was received, and resolution laid on the table 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

‘The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of James Reily, praying for a donation of land, . 
Reported by a joint resolution. , 

Report received, and resolution laid on the table. 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 


petition of Henry C. Archton, praying for a grant of land, 
Report the same back to the house, and say a bill is now un- 

der consideration, which this committee will report, by leave, 

providing for all such cases. f A 

WM. N. PORTER, chair’n. 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a bilt 
entitled “an act to repeal so much of an act, approved Feb. 5th, 
1840, to enable ‘the surveyors of the several counties to make 
out and return correct maps of the same,” 

Report the same without amendment, and recommend its 

_passage. 

Which report was received. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
resolution requiring them to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
longing the time for the payment of government dues on sur- 
veyed lands: : 

Reported by bill. 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of ve Viser, and others, 
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Reported, that they had now under consideration a bill pro- 
viding {or all such cases, which this committee, by leave, will 
report. ~ 

Report adopted. 5 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the bill 
to be entitled “an act to suspend the operation of locating and 
surveying of lands until the boards of commissioners created by 
an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, &c,. 

Reported favorable, and recommend its passage, with slight 
amendments. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table. 

Thecommittee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of W. O. Winston.praying for a certificate of head right: 

Reported, that a bill was now under consideration, which 
this committee will report, by leave, providing for all such 
cases. 

Which report was received. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
report and accompanying documents of the commissioner gen- 
eral ofthe land office, with instructions to take into considera- 
tion its publication, recommend the printing of two hundred 
copies of repart and accompanying documents, except docu- 
ment marked C: i 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of G. W. Evans, reported the same back to the house, 
and begged leave to have the same referred to the committee 
on claims and accounts; 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on nayal affairs, to whom was referred a re- 
solution instructing the committee to examine into the accounts 
of capt. John G. Tod, the late navy agent to the United States, 
reported as follows: 

The accounts of captain Tod embracea great amount of 
disbursements, all of which have been under examination in 
the navy department, and approved by the secretary, under 
whose orders the disbursements have been made, and have 
been examined by the second auditor, whose certificate is here- 
with appended; as also, the certificate of the secretary of the 
navy, that the disbursements were made by order of the navy 
department; under these circumstances, your committee have 
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deemed it unnecessary to examine into accounts already audit- 
ed by the proper officers, whose duty it is by law to pass upon 
such accounts as are legal and properly avouched, and who 
have declared that the balance due capt. John G. Tod is three 
thousand four hundred and sixty-nine dollars and eighty-nine 
cents, for which no appropriation has been madu. 

T. PILLSBURY, chairman. 
Which report was adopted. 

The committee on claims and accounts reported the result of 
their deliberations in relation to the future examination of 
claims and accounts, and suggested the propriety of passing-a 
law to subject claims and accounts to a more certain test and 
rigid scrutiny than is at present in practice. 

USHER, chairman, 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on claims and accounts, Usher, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Edward Hughart, reported 
by bill, to be entitled “an act for the relief of Edward Hughart,” 

Which report was received and bill read first time. 

The committee on claims and accounts, Usher, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Elizabeth Powell, reported 
unfavorable to the petitioner; 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on engrossed bills, reported that they had 
examined the following bills, and find them correctly en- 
grossed : 

Ist, A bill to be entitled “an act to prohibit members of con- 
gress from holding certain offices during the term for which 
they were elected.” i 

2d, A bill to be entitled “an act prescribing the mode of or- 

‘ganizing the house of representatives.” 

3d, And a bill to be entitled “an act to protect assemblies of 
religious worship.” : 

Which report was adopted. a 

The committee on the judiciary, Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled “an act regulating dis- 
trict courts? => : 

Reported the same back with amendments; 

Report received and bill laid on the table. . 
Mr, Pillsbury, by leave, introduced a “joint resolution for 
the reliet of John G. Tod,” 

Which was read first time. 
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Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced `a bill, entitled “a biil con- 
cerning forcible entry and detainer,” 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Reily, by leave. introduced a bill, entitled “a bill to regu- 
late the granting and tria) of injunctions,” 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “an act 
to create and establish a mail route from La Grange to Gon- 
zales,” 

Whieh was read first time. _ 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “an act 
to authorize the judges of the district courts to grant writs of 
‘ Ne Exeat,’” 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “an act 
to empower the judges of the district courts to submit issues of 
fact to a jury in chancery suits,” 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “an 
act to amend an act organizing justices’ courts, and defining 
the powers and jurisdiction of the same,” &c., 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced a “joint resolution au- 
thorising and requiring the secretary of the navy to issue certi- 
ficates of bounty land to officers, seamen and marines of the 
navy” 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Parker, by leave, introduced a “joint resolution concern- 
ing free persons of color? - . 

Which was read first time. 

On motion of mr. Van Zandt, the honse proceeded to the 
business on the speaker's table, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the committee on the judiciary, on a bill to be 
entitled “an act concerning the change of venue in civil suits,’ 
was taken up; ' 

Report and bill read. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the report was referred to the commit- 
tee of the whole house. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the house went into committee of the 
whole house. l 
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The speaker called mr. Van Ness to the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose and re- 
ported; i 

Which report was adopted. 


Mr. Hill moved that the bill be engrossed. : 


The ayes and nays being called for, stood thus: 

YEAS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Ensworth, Grigs- 
by, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, 
Porter, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas and Wright. 

NAYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Haigler, Haynie, 
Menefee, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of B., Thatch- 
er, Usher, Van Ness and Van Zandt—15. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal certain portions of an 
act therein nained,” was read second time, and 

On motion, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the benefit of settlers residing 
near the boundary line of the United States, in the counties of 
Red River and Harrison,” with accompanying reports from the 
judiciary committee, was taken up and read, and 

On motion, the bill was laid on the table. 

“An act to repeal certain laws establishing certain mail 
routes, and to establish certain other routes therein named, 
was read second time, and 

On motion, was ordered to be engrossed. ~ 

A bill to be entitled “an act to prohibit members of congress 
from holding certain offices during the term for which they 
were elected,” was read third time, and 

On motion of mr. Hill, rule suspended that prohibits bills 
being amended on their third reading. 

Mr. Hill offered the following additional section, which was 
adopted: 

“ Be it further enacted, That this act take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage.” 

And bil! passed. 

A bill entitled “an act prescribing the mode of-organizing the 
house of representatives,” was read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bil] to be entitled “an act to protect assemblies of religious 
worship,” was read second time, and 
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Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act securing the right of appeal from 
the justices’ to the district court,” was read second time. 

Mr. Harrison moved its indefinite postponement. 

The ayes and nayes being called for, stood thus: 

AYFS—Messrs. Augustin, Bell, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harri- 
son, Haigler, Parker, Pillsbury, Shaw, Usher and Wright 
—ll. 

NAYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow; Caldwell, Coles, Huling, 
Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Henefee, Murchison, Mil- 
ler, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, 
Thatcher, Van Ness and Van Zandt—22. 

So the motion was lost. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the bill was laid on the table. 

A bill entitled “an act to provide for the election of chief jns- 
tices and sheriffs,” was read second time. 

On motion of mr. Bell, the word January was stricken out 
and February inserted. 

Mr. Reily moved the bill lay on the table for the present. 
Lost. 

ı Mr. Miller offered the following additional section : 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, ‘That the provisions of this act 
shall not extend to the chief justices now in office, until after 
the expiration of thei: respective commissions. 

The ayes and nayes being called for, its adoption stood 
thüs: - 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Haynie, 
Johns,Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Reily, Smith 
of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher and Van Ness—17. 

NAY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Har- 
rison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Latimer, Pillsbury, Porter, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of M., Van Zandt and Wright—16. 

So the section was adopted. . be - T 

_Mr. Usher offered an additional section, which was unani- 
mously lost. er 

On motion, the bill was ordered ta. be engrossed. 

A message from the senate was receiyed, informing the house 


<q ol the passage of a joint resolution, ,which arose in the house, 


appointing a day for the election of a board of travelling land 
commissioners east of the Brazos, &c., with the following 


amendment: +: 
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Strike out the words Wednesday 11th instant, and insert Sa- 
-turday 14th instant. 

Which amendment was concurred in by the boisi: 

A message was received fromt he-senate, informing the house 
of an amendment to the joint resolution complimentary to col. 
John H. Moore and his men, and requested the concurrence of 
the house in the same. 

On motion, the house concurred in the amendment. 

Mr. Thatcher moved the house adjourn till half past two, 
p.m. Lost. 

Mr. Coles moved the reconsideration of the vote on the pas- 
sage of the joint resolution granting to the quarter master gen- 
eral equity jurisdiction in the case of Edward West: 

The ayes and nays being called for, stood thus:— 

' AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, 
Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Lann, Men- 
efee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Shaw, Smith, of B, 
Smith, of M. , Thomas, Thatcher, Usher Van Ness, Van Zandt, + 
and Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Harrison, G i Johns, Latimer, Porter, 
Reily, and Rogers—7. : A ki 

The vote was reconsidered, ai on motion, the resolution 
was laid on the table. 

«An act for the relief of Henry T ae ” was-read second 
time, and referred to the committe on the state of the republic. 
~ « An act supplementary to an act to establish and incorpo- 
rate Rutersville college, d&c.,” was read second time and refer- 
red to the committee on education. 

« An act concerning divorce and alimony,” was read second 
time by its caption, and.referred to the committee on the ju- 
diciary. -~ % 

“ A bill to alter the time of the session of the supreme court,” 
was teadgecond ti time; and referred to the committee on the 
judiciary: x 

Mr. Menefee, by leave, introduced the following resolution, | 
which was adopted:— ^ # 

Resolved, That thezthird standing «rule før conducting bu- 
siness in the house be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

“A bill to carry into effect the provisions of the 10th section 
of the constitution, &c., was read by its caption, and, on motion, 
one hundred copies were ordered to be printed. 
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& Joint resolution providing for the payment eol. John Ë. 
Moore and men,” was read second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee on finance, : 


r «7 “Resolution deeming it inexpedient to legislate upon peti- 


tions of speeial cases of divorce, was taken up and read. 
On motion of mr. Hill the word “ample” was stricken ont. 


_* The ayes and nays were called for on the adoption of the re- 
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solution, and stoed thus:— 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Bell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Huling,«Hill, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Mur- 
chison, Parker, Reily. Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Smith of M., 

“[homas, “Thatcher, Usher, Yan Ness, Yan Zandt and Wright 
—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Caldwell, Harrison, Haynie, Latimer, Men- 
efee, Miller, Pillsbury and Porter—8. 

The resoiution was adopted. 

Mr. Menefee, by leave, “introduced the foHowing resolution, 
which was adaptod: — 

Resoiveð, That all bills or reports ordered to be printed by a 
vote of the house, during the present session, shall be imme- 
diately hauded to the chairman of pthe commitiee on public 
printing, and that it shall be the duty of a majority of said com- 
mittee to contract for the printing of the same. 

“A bill to amend the several acts incorporating the City. of 
Houston,” was read first time. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal the ilth section of an 
act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation,” was read by its 
caption, and referred to the committee on finance, 

& Resoiution requesting the presidenito lay before the house 
what contract has been made with the loan commissioners, &c., 
was taken up, read and adopted. 44 - s 

The communication from the state Caper was taken up 
and read. 

A communiedtion from. the president, -magked for secret ses- 
sion, was taken up, 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, the’ dose went inio secret 
session. 

"After some time spent in secret session,the doors were opened. 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, mr. Van ‘Ness was added to the 
committee on finance. 

On motion of mr. Harrison, mr. Blow was added to the inves- 
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ligating committee. On motion, the house adjourned until 
to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock. 
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THurspay, Nov. 12, 1840. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by the chaplain. 
The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz: 


Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- - 


worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Parker, 
Porter, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Yan Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The house proceeded to business, : 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A mesage was received from the senate; 

Laid on the table. 

Mr. Reily presented the petition of K. H. Muse, praying for 
relief, and 

On motion, the petition was referred to a select committee, 
without reading. 

The speaker appointed messrs. Reilly, Augustin, Grigsby, 
Haynie and Bell said committee. : 


Mr. Reily presented the petition of Edmund J. Falder, pray- 


ing for relief; 

Which was referred tothe committee on military affairs, 
without reading. 

Mr. Porter presented tie petition of David Sample, praying 
for relief; and 

Cn motion, was referred to a select committee. 

The speaker appointed messrs. Porter, Usher, Latimer, Par- 
ker and Hill, said committee. 

Mr. Caldwell presented the petition of Bartholomew Malone, 
praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the re- 
public, without reading. 

The committee on the judiciary, Isaac Van Zandt, chairman, 
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to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled “an act to amend an 
act establishing fees of office, and for other purposes,” 

Reported acopy of said bill, as amended by said committee. 

Report received, and bill laid on the table. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to amend the forty-third section of the act establishing the 
powers and jurisdieton of the district court, 

Reported a copy of said bill, as amended by said committee, 
and recommended the passage of the same. 

Report received and bil] laid on the table. oe 

The committee ou the judiciary, to whom was referred a Te- 
solution, with imsiructious to enquire into the expediency of 
abolishing the law authorizing ihe supreme court to appoint a 
reporter, 

Reported by bill. 

Report received, and bill read first time. 

The committee on military affairs, Harrison, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Thomas G. Gordon, admin- 
istrator of Cullen Spring, deceased, 

Reported unfavorable to the prayer of the petitioner; 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on claims and accounts, Usher, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Mary Glenn, 

Reporied, that they had examined said petition and vouchers, 
together with the testimony of one witness, and had come to the 
conclusion that the estaie of David A. Hoffman, is justly enti- 
tled to two hundred and thirty-two dollars and sixty-nine cents, 
in the promissory notes of the government, and advise the 
passage of a law authorizimg the proper officers to pay the 
same; 

Which report was laid on the table. 

The committee on claims and aecounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of messrs. Millard and ‘Luling, 

Reporied unfavorable to the prayer of the petitioners; and 

On motion of mr. Reily, the petition was recommitied to a se- 
leet committee. 

‘The speaker appointed messrs. Reily, Usher, Shaw, Porter 
and Van Zandt, said committee. 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was refer- 


_ red the petition of Joseph Grisham, 


Reported, that they ase of the epinion that said Grisham is 
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justly entitled to the sum of two hundred and seventy-two dol- 
lars and fifty cents in the promissory notes of the government, 
and advise the passage of some law in his favor for said 
amount. 

Which report was laid on the table. 

The committee on engrossed bills, Huling, chairman, report 
that they have examined the following bills : 

A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal certain portions of an 
act therein named;” and 

A biil to be entitled “an act to repeal certain laws establishing 
certain mail rouies, and to establish certain other routes therein 
named;” also, 

A bill to be entitled “an act concerning change of venue m 
civil snits;” 

And find them correctly engrossed. 

Report adopted. 

Mr, Lann offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: i 

Resolved, that the committee on finance be instructed to take 
into consideration and examine the several license and tax jaws 
now in force, with a view to their alteration and amendment, 
and that they report back to this house the result of their delibe- 
rations, by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Lann offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted:— 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
fo take into consideration, and examine into the fees of clerks 
of courts, sheriifs, justices of the peace, constables and other 
officers, with a view to their alteration, and that they report their 
deliberations by bill or otherwise. 


The house proceeded to the | 4 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bili to be entitled “an act to suspend the operations ot lo- | 
eating and surveying of lands until the board of commission- 
ers created by ‘an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, and 
to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, passed January, 
1840; shall complete their labors assigned them by law, was 
taken up and read. 

The amendment to section Ist, offered by the committee on 
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the state of the republic, to strike out “first day of January,” 
and insert “ second Monday in December,” 

Was rejected. 

The amendment offered by said committee to section Ath, to 
strike out “the Austin City Gazette and Texas Sentinel for 
sixty days,” and insert “any two papers at the seat of govern- 
ment,” : 

Was adopted. 

Mr. Reily offered the following amendment: — 

Insert after the words “shall complete their,” the words 
“useless, unjust, illegal and unconstitutional labors.” 

The ayes and nays being called for on its adoption, stocd 
ibus:— 

AY ES—Messrs. Augustin, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Reily, 
Smith of B., Thatcher and Usher—8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Pillsbury, Porter, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of M., Thomas, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright 
—25. 

The amendment was rejected. 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, the bill was laid on the table. 

& A bill concerning change of venue in civil suits,” was read 
third time, 

a ayes and nays being called for on its final passage, stood 
thus:-— 

AY ES—Messrs Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Ensworth, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Hill, Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Porter, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, and Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Haigler, Haynie, 
Lann, Menetee, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith ot B., 
‘Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, and Van Zandt—16. 

The bill passed. “ 

A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal so much of an act, ar- 


. proved February 5th, 1840, ‘to enable the surveyors of the se- 


veral counties to make out and return correct maps of the same,” 
was read second time, and, 

On motion, was ordered tọ be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal certain portions of an 
act therein named,” was read third time, and, 

On motion of mr. Van Zandt, the rule was suspended that 
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prohibits bills being amended on their third and final reading. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following additional section:— 

« And this act shall be in force from and after its passage; ” 

‚Which was adopted, and bill passed. 

- A bill to be entitled "an act for the benefit of settlers resid- 

ing near the boundary line of the United States, in the counties 
of Red River and Harrison,” was taken up and read second 
time, and substituted by the committee on public lands.— 
Adopted. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following amendment:— 

Strike out all that “relates to district courts,” and insert 
“chief justice of each county, and two commissioners to be 
elected by joint vote of both houses of congress.” 

Which was rejected. 

On motion of mr. Van Zandt, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

A joint resolution from the senate “appropriating the sum of 
five thousand dollars for defray ing the expenses of both houses 
of congress for the present congress,” was read, and, 

On motion, rule suspended, and read second time, and, 

On motion, rule further suspended, read third time, and 
passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal certain laws establish- 
ing certain mail routes, and to establish certain other routes 
therein named,” was read third time, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled ‘tan act securing the right of appeal from 
the justices’ to the district court,” was read third time, 

PR ayes and nays being called for on its passage, stood 
thus: : 

AYES—Messts. Speaker, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith, of -B , Smith, of M., Thomas, and -Fan 
Zandt—18. 

NAYS—Messrs.Angustin, Blow, Ensworth, Harrison, Hill, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Parker, Thatcher, Usher Van 
Ness, and Wright—14. ` 

The bill passed. : 

A bill to be entitled “& an»=act to provide for the election of 
chief justices and sheriffs,” was read third time. 

On motion of mr. Bell, the vote was reconsidered on the pas- 
sage of the amendment offered by mr. Miller. 


TO 


On motion of mr. Porter, the sergeant-at-arms was despatehed 
for mr. Latimer. 

On motion of mr. Hill], the bill was committed to the com- 
mittee of the whole house. 

On motion, the house went into committée of the whole. ` 

The speaker called mr. Caldwell to the chair. 

After sometime spent therein, the committee rose and report- 
ed the bill back to the house, and recommended the adoption 
of the following amendment to section second: 

Strike out “ four” and insert * two.” 

The ayes and nayes being called for on the adoption of the 
amendment, stood thus:— 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Pilisbury, 
Porter, Rogers, Shaw, Smith, of B., Thomas and Van Zandt 

NAYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, 
Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Parker, Reily, Smith, of M.. Thatch- 
er, Usher, Van Ness, and Wright—l15. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Reily offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “chiet justices,’ wherever it occurs, and insert 
“chairman of county courts.” 

The speaker decided it out of order. 

The ayes and nayes being called for on the final passage of 
the bill, stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Coles, Emsworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Mur- 
chison, Pillsbury, Porter, Rogers, Shaw, Smith, of B., Smith, of 
M., Thomas and Yan Zandt—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Huling, Haynie, Menefee, 
es Parker, Reily, Thatcher, Usher, Yan Ness and Wright 


The bill passed. 

A bill to amend the several acts incorporating the city of 
Houston, was 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill concerning the powers of the chief justices of county 
courts, was read second time, and 

On motion, was laid on the table for the present. 


On motion of mr. Porter, leave was granted mr. Rogers to 
absent himself for a few days. i 
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Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “an act 
to regulate the public printing,” &c., 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Usher, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “an act 
supplementary to an act to provide for the punishment of crimes 
and misdemeanors committed by slaves and free persons of 
color; 

Which was read first time. 

A. bill granting a lot in the city of Austin to Wm. Aiken, was 
read second time. 

-Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment: 

Insert “Wm. Rayhouse, capt. Merrel, Jack Angel, James 
Rice and Felix McClusky,” 

‘Which was adopted; and 

On motion, ihe bill was recommitted. to committee on public 

- lands. 

On motion of mr. Miller, the house adjourned until to-mor- 

row morning, 9 o’clock. 
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Fripay, Nov. 13th, 1840. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll being called, the following members answered to- 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, M urehison, Miller. Parker, Porter, Reily, Shaw, 
Smith, -of B., Smth, of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Var 
Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present, 

‘The journal of yesterday was read and panda ang 

The house proceeded to business. 

_Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Thomas G. r 
praying permission to pay for certain lots in the city of Austin, 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Latimer presented the petition of certain citizens of Red 
River county, praying relief for one ‘Thomas T. Bryarly, who 
has greatly suffered by me pressing of a large portion ofa stock 
of goods,” &c. ° 

Which was referred to committee on public Jands, © 
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Mr. Van Zandt presented the petition of “Richard Hooper, 
praying relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac. 
counts. 

The committe on the judiciary, L Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill to alter the time of holding the su- 
preme court of this republic, reported unfavorable to said bill, 

Which report was adopted. 

‘The committee on the judiciary, 1. Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill regulating the license and practice of 
attorneys, 

Reported that in their opinion, it is inexpedient to carry out 
the provisions of said bill; 

Report received, and bill laid on the table. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
bill for the relief of Wm. Aiken, Wm. Rayhouse, capt. Merrell, 
Jack Angel, Jas. Rice and Felix McClusky, 

Reported unfavorable 10 the bill, and requested the passage 
of ajoint resolution, donating a lot in the city of Austin to Wm. 
Aiken; 

Report received, and resolution laid on the table. 

The committee on claims and accounts, Usher, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition oi Sumner Bacon, reported un- 
favorable to the petitioner; 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of mr. Angustin, the vote was reconsidered on the 
adoption of the above report, and report and petition recommit- ` 
ted to a select comwittee. 

The speaker appointed messrs. Anen h Bell, Huling, Lann 
and Ensworth, said committee. 

The committee on claims and accounts, Usher, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Peter Hines; also, 

The petition of George W. Logan; also, 

The petition of John A. Parker & co.; 

Reported unfavorable to the same; 

Reports adopted. > 

'The committee on claims and accounts, Usher, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Wm. G. Evans, reported un- 
fayorable, and 

On motion of mr. Reily, the report and poe was recom- 
mitted to a special committee, 
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The speaker appointed messrs. Reily, Grigsby, Augustin, 
Johns and Smith, of M., said committee.. 

The committee on claims and accounts, Usher, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Henry Homer, reported un- 
favorable to the petitioner, and 

On motion of mr. Haynie, the report and petition was recom- 
mitted to a special committee. 

The speaker appointed messrs. Haynie, Haigler, Thomas, 
Grigsby*and Pillsbury, said committee. — 

The committee on privileges and elections, John Caldwell, 
chairman, to whom was referred a document purporting to be 
a certificate from the chief justice of Fannin county, 

Reported that they had the same under consideration, and no 
question having been raised thereon, return the same and re- 
quest to be discharged from its further consideration; 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on the judiciary, 1. Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill concerning divorce and alimony, 

Reported the same back to the house with amendments, and 
recommended its passage; 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table. 

Hon. S. S. Barnett, representative from Sabine county, and 
hon. R. M. Williamson, representative from Washington coun- 
ty, came forward and presented their credentials, took the oath 
and their seats, 

On moiion of mr. Reily, messrs. Usher and Shaw, who com- 
posed a part of the select committee to whom was referred the 
petition of messrs. Millard and Huling, were excused becanse of 
their being members of the standing committee to whom the 
same petition had previously been referred, and messrs. Augus- 
tin and Beil were appointed in their stead. 

Mr. Porter offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, that a select committee of three be appointed to in- 
vite the hon. M. Saligny, charge d’affaires from the govern- 
ment of France, to visit the honse of representatives on to-mor- 
row at 12 o’élock. 

On motion of mr. Menefee, the words “ at any and all times 
when it may suit his convenience,” were added to the reSolu- 
tion. Oe kone 4 

On motion of mr. Miller, the words “on to-morrow at twelve 
o'clock,” werestricken out, 
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And the resolution as amended, was adopted. 

The speaker then appointed messrs. Porter, Haigler and Van 
Zandt said committee. 

Mr. Reily, by virtue of his constitutional privilege, entered 
his protest to the bill entitled “an act to provide for the election 
of chief justices and sheriffs,’ which passed on yesterday, 
which reads as follows:— = A 

A bill has passed the house, which J deem unjust and un. 
constitutional. It proposes toe give the election of ehijet jus. 
tices of the county courts tothe people. To this we have no 
objection. Patriots will always do that which ensures the wel- 
fare of the nation. But we believe that had the citizens been 
here assembled in convention, they would not have violated 
the obligations which government is under to preserve good 
faith towards officers whom she has commissioned {or a certain 
period. The bill adopted by the house removes men wow in 
office, by the vate of both houses, and commissioned under the 
seal of the republic. Inmany counties there are chief justices 
whose term of service has notexpired; yet, in direct violation 
of that clause of the constitution which recites, that “all civil 
officers of the republic, shall be removeable from office by im- 
peachment for, and on conviction of treason, bribery and other 
high crimes and misdemeanors,” congress has assumed the 
high and dangerons power of driving them fram office, and yet 
who has dared to charge Hart of Nacogdoches and Moreland 
of Harris, with other incumbents that might be mentioned, 
with trea-on, bribery or crime. The tongue would blister that 
would dare utter such a falsehood. The house in violation of 
that clause of tie constitution which declares that the judges 
of inferior courts, shall-hold their offices for four years, have 
legislated them unjustly out of their stations. I deem these 
things totally unjust. “I have voted in the negative for the 
passage of the bill; I have done it because an amendment was 
offered by mr. Miller from Gonzales, which provided that the 
provisions of the bill should not extend to chief justices now 
in office, and whose term has not expired. The amendment 
was not adopted. T viewed that amendment as just, and in its 
rejéction deemed the bill as oppressive, illegal and unconstitu- 


tional. JAMES REILY. 
Dated, Nov. 13, 1840, 
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Mr. Haynie, by leave, withdrew the petition of Jas. Izod, 
went for Joseph Grisham. 
Mr. Menefee moved the reconsideration of the vote adopting 
the report of the military committee on the case of Cullen 
Spevey. Carried. 

Mr. Shaw, by leave, introduced a bill to secure persons in 
their just. rights. 

Which was read first time. : 
. Mr. Ensworth, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to define the boundaries of the county of Goliad.” 
| Read first time. 
There being no other business before the house, that on the 
speaker’s table was taken up, which was the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


“An act donating a league of land to James Reily, a citizen 
of Red River county.” 

Read second time, and, , 

On motion of Hill, the enacting clause of the bill was strick- 
en out; 

The bill was rejected. 

Joint resolution prolonging the time for the payment of 
government dues on surveyed lands.” 

Read second time. 

Mr. Hill offered to amend by striking out “twelve,” and insert- 
ing six. - ‘ 

The ayes and nayes were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Barnet, Coles, Hill, Haigler, Hay- 
nie, SHenefee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Shaw, 
Smith of B., Smith of M., Usher, Van Zandt Wright, William- 
son—18. 

NAYES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Porter, 
Reily, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness—16. 

The amendment was adopted, and the bill ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill for the relief of Henry Hughart, was read second time, 
and ordered to be engrossed. ` ` 
A bill to define in part the duties of judges of distsict courts. 
Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed, 

A hill concerning forcible entry and detenue.. 
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Fead second time, and referred to to the judiciary committee, 

A bill to regulate the granting and trial of injunctions. 

Read second time, and referred to the judiciary committee, 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish a mail route from 
Lagrange to Gonzales. i 

Read second time,and referred to the committee on past offices 
and post roads. panig 

A bill to authorize the judges of the district courts to grant 
writs of “ ne exeat.” 

Read second time by its caption, and referred to the judiciary 
committee. 

A bill to empower the judges of the district courts to submit 
issues of facts to a jury in chancery cases; 

Read second time by its caption, and referred to.to the judi- 
ciary committee. ‘ 

An act to amend an act organizing the justices’ courts, and 
defining the powers and jurisdiction of the same. 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on roads 
and bridges. 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the secretary of the 
navy to issue certificates of bounty land to officers, seamen and 
marines of the navy; 

Which was read second time. 

Mr. Caldwell moved that it be referred to the committee on 
military affairs. Lost. 

On motion, the resolution was referred to the committee on 
naval affairs. 

A message was received from the senate. 

Joint resolution concerning free persons of color; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Resolution repealing the third standing rule of the ‘house, 
was taken_up; , 

Read and adopted. 

Joint resolution from the senate, requiring the suspension of 
the further sale of property in and about the city of Austin; 

Which was read first time. f 

A bill to repeal so much of an act, approved February fifth, 
one thousand eight hundred aud forty, “to enable the surveyors 


of the several counties to make out and return correct maps of 
the same; 


Read third time and passed. 
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The following communication, addressed to the speaker of 
the house, was read, and f y 

Referred to the military committee. Era 

; City of Austin; Sept. 20th;1840. 
To the hon. the’speaker of the house of representatives: 

Sir—Herewith 1 have the honor to enclose the muster roll of 
aspy company, enrolled in accordance with my order, July 
]4th, 1840. i 
* Said company performed their duty faithfully, and as will be 
seen by the report of the captain accompanying this, derived in- 
formation, which may be of important benelit hereafter; I al- 
jude principally to the discovery of the Indian trail above the 
Waco village, leading far into the mountains, and, doubtless, 
-to the homes of our savage enemy. This, you will immediate- 
ly perceive, will greatly facilitate an army in carrying into ef- 
fect what should be the only policy pursued towards our savage 
Indians—utter extermination, 

There being no appropriation, said spy company never have 
been paid for the services rendered. In issuing my orders, re- 
lying upon the justice of congress, I promised to lay, the matter 
before them for adjustment. As stated above, the company ^“ 
rendered official and faithful service, and I most respectfully 


recommend their compensation. 
FELIX HOUSTON, 


Major general Texas Militia. 

A bill for the benefit of settlers residing near the boundary 
line of the United States, in the counties of Red River and 
Harrison, 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to suspend the operation of locating and surveying of 
lands until the boards of commissioners created by “an act to 
detect fraudulent land ceitifiicates, and to provide for issuing 
patents to legal claimants,” passed January, 1840, shall complete 
the labors assigned them by law, i 

Read second time; and 

On motion of mr. Usher, was referred to the committee on 
public lands. , 

A bill to amend the several acts incorporating the city of 
Houston; ; 

Read third time and passed, 
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the jurisdiction and powers of the district courts, 
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A bill concerning the powers of chief justices of county 
courts, read, and, 

On motion, was recomimitted to the committee on the judi- 
ciary. , 

A bill to regulate the public printing, &c., &o, 

Read second time by its caption, and 

Referred to the committee on printing. 

A bill supplementary to an act to provide for the punishment 
of crimes and misdemeanors, committed by slaves and free per- 
sons of color, i 

Read second time, and ; f 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A biil io amend the forty-third section of the act establishing 
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Read second time, as substituted by the jadiciary committee; 

Substitute adop-ed, and 

Ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to repeal certain parts of an act requiring the supreme 
eourt.to appoint a reporter, and to amend the same, 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of certain heirs,” 

Read first time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John G. Tod, late naval 
agent to the United States; 

” Read-second time, and < 

On motion, rate suspended, read third time and passed. . 

Joint resolution granting to the quartermaster general equity 
jurisdiction in the case of Edward West, was read, and 

On motion of mr. Usher, indefinitely ‘postponed. 5 

The committee on public lands, Porter, chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill to suspend the operations of locating and 
surveying of lands until the boards of commississioners created 
by an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, &c., 

Repoited the same back to the house, and recommended its 
passage; 

Report received, and bil] read. 

Mr. Fusworth offered the following esde 

Strike out all that relates to the locating and surveying of 
donation claims, aud bounty land certificates, 

Whieh was rejected. 
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The ayes and nays Were Called fur on the en grossmett of’ the 
bill, and stood thus:— 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker Addistin, Barnet: Bell, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Hll, Johns, Latimer, Henefee, Murchison. Pillsbury, 
Porter, Reily, Shaw, Smith of M., ‘Thatghey, | Van Zanat—18. 

NAYES—wMessrs, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth Huling, 
Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Miller, Parker, Smith of B., Fhomas, 
Usher, Van Ness, Wright—15. . as 

éĉhe bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill amending an act regulating the license and practice 

sof-attorneys, ` 

- Was read second time, and on motion, ~~~ - 

Was indefinitely postpotied ` 

On'motion of mr. Harrson, mr. Williamson was added to 
Ahe committee an printing, the committee on education, and the 
committee on the state of the republic. 

On ‘motion of mr. Harrison, mr. Barnet was added to the - 
committee on military affairs, the committee on finance, the com- 
mittee on county boundaries, and the investigating committee. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, offered the following resolution, 
which was ; adopted: — 

Resolved, That the senate be informed of the appointment 
ofa committee on the part of the house, for the purpose ọfin- 
vestigating the different departments and bureanx of this go- 
verninent. and ask the appointment of a like committee on thee 
part of the senate, to nnite with the committee on the part of the 
house, in said investigation. 

Mr. Van Zandt. by leave, offered the fol lowing resolution, 
which was adopted:— 

Resolved, That with the concur ence of the senate, the com- 
miftees of both houses of cougress, on naval affairs, be required 
and authorized to act as a joint committee on stich matters as 
may be referred to them by either house; provided, the matter 
referred to, requires the joint action of hoth houses. 

A bill donating a lotin the city of Austin to Wm. Aikin, 

Read second time, and, on moton, 

Ordered to be engrossed. ` 

A bill concerning divorce and alimony,—-having heen refer- 
red to the committee on i thegiadiciary, and reported with amend- 
ments, wag read, ` 
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The following amendments offered by the committee, were 
adopted: — 

ist. Strike out in the second line of the third section, the 
words * bed and board,” and insert “the bonds of matrimony.” 

2nd. Strike out all from the eleventh line of the third section 
to the nineteenth line i::clusive. 

3rd. In the fourth line of the fourth section, strike out the 
words “ or from bed and board.” 

Ath. Strike out all section six. 

Mr. Hill offered the following additional section, which was 
adopted:— 

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted. That this act shall be in force, 
and take effect from and afte: its passage. 
~ On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to alter the time of the session of the spreme court of 
the republic of 'Fexas, 

Was read second time, and, 

On motion of mr. Menefee, was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Miller, by leave, offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. . 

Resolved, That the judiciary committee be instructed to en- 
quire into the expediency of repealing the 4th section of the 
act, approved February 5th, 1840, regulating the distribution of 
the laws and journals; and that the said committee report an 
act for the regulation of the clerical department of this house. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for re- 
locating certain lands therein mentioned. 

Whieh was read first time. 

Mr. Pillsbury, by. leave, introduced a bill for the regulation 
of the coasting trade, and the protection of Texian shipping, 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Pillsbury, by leave, introduced a bill relative to invoices 
for the entry of merehandize, - 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Usher, by leave, introduced a bill to limit the issue and 
circulation of the promissory notes of the government, 

Which was read first time. . 

On motion of mr. Van Ness, the vote was reconsidered on the 
passage ofa bill to be entitled an aėț to repeal certain portions 
of an act therein named; and, on motion, ` 

“The bill was re-committed to the committee on the judiciary. 
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“Mr. Harrison; by 'eave, offered the following resolution:<— 

Resolved, That the committee on thé jud cary be instructed 
io equife info the expudiency of esfBblishiny a term of the su- 
preme court in the town of Crockett, in the county of Houston, 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise, 

On m«tion of mr. Haynie. the word * Crockett ” was stricken, 
ont, and “ Nacogdoches” inserted. 

On motion of mr. Menefee, the words “and constitutionality” 
wereiinserted, and 

The resolution was adopted as amended. et 

Mr. Pilisbury,.by leave, introduced a bill relative to the du- 
ties of the collector of the.district of Brazos; 
Which was read first time. 

On-motion of mr. Parker, the house adjourned untill nine 
‘o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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SATURDAY, Nov. 14, 1840. 


» The house met pursuant to adjournment. - 

” Prayer by the chaplain. 

The rolj was called, the following members Answered to > 
ae names, viz : : 

„Messrs Npeaker, Augustin, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Goles; 
oye Grigsby, Llarrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, "Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menelee, Murchison, "Miller. Pillsbury, 
Parker, Porter, Reily, Shaw, Smith, of B., Smith, of `M., 
‘Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright, and Wil- 
liamson. 

A quorum present, 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted, and 

The hau-e proceeded to business. 

Mr. Smith of B. presented the petition of George W. Hockley, 
attorney for John sims McNairy. praying for relief, and on 
motion, 

Was referred to a special committee. 

‘The speaker appointed gnessrs. Smith of B., Van Ness, Par- 
ker and Coles, said committee. 


Mr. Menefee ega the petinon of sunday citizens of Ma- 
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iagorda and Colorado counties, praying for the formation of a 
new county; 

Which was referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of sundry citizens of Red 
River county, praying for the formation of a new county. 

Which was referred to the committee on county boundaries. 
Mr. Reily presented the petition of John Beldin, praying for 

relief ; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of W. W. Massee, Robert 
Lindsey and John Scott, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 

The committee on the judiciary, Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill concerning the powers of chief jus- 
tices of the county courts, 

Reported the same back to the house as amended, and recom- 
mended its passage; 

Report received and bill laid on the table. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to authorize the judges of the district courts to grant writs of 
“ne exeat?’ 

Reported the same back to the house, with the following 
amendment:— 

- Insection two, the fourth line, strike out the words even 
for a limited time,” and insert the word “permanently; ” 

Report received, and bill laid on the table. 

The committee on the judiciary, Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to regulate the granting and tial of 
injunctions; and, 

Also, a bill to empower the judges of the district’ courts to 
submit issues of facts to a jury in chancery cases. 

Reported the same bock to the house, and recommended the 
connecting of the two bills together, with the following amend- 
ment:— 

Strike out the caption of the last named bill, and add the cap- 
tion so stricken out, to the caption of the first named bill, and 
eonnect the two hills together: and add the words: section 
seventh,” to the last named bill; Ea 

Report received, and bills laid on the table. 

The committee on military affairs, to whom was plami a 
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joint resolution requiring the president to receive into the ser- 
vice of the republic, one company of volunteers, citizens of the 
county of San Patricio, ` -~ 

Reported the same back to the house without, amendment, 


4 


and recommended its passage. L. S. HAIGLER, One COME. ypa 


Report received, and bijl laid on the table. -»- 
The committee on the state of the republic, Wm. Menefee, 
chairman, to whom was referred a bill concerning certain free 


persons of color, ~ 
Reported the same back to the house, with the following 
amendments:— “ 


‘nsert after the word “M’Cauly,” the wants “and their de- 
cendants.” 

Strike out the “proviso” of section two, alter the word Texas. 

Report received, and bill laid on the table. 

‘The committee on engrossed bills, Huling, chairman, 

Reported that they had examined the following bills and 
joint resolutions, and find them correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill for the benefit of settlers residing near the boundary 


line of the United States, in the counties of Red River and 
Harrison. 4 


ite | 
A bill securing the right of appeal from thej justices’ to the dis 


trict courts. 


A bill to repeal so much of an act, approved February, 1840, 
‘to enable the surveyors of the several counties to make out, and 
return correct maps of the same: 

A bill for the relief of Edward Hughart, 

A joint resolution granting turther time for the payment of 
government dues on lands. 

A joint resolution concerning free persons of color. 

A bill to repeal certain portions of an act requiring the su- 
preme court to appoint a reporter, and to amend the same. 

A bill to define in part the duties of judges of district courts. 

A joint resolation for the relief of Wm. Aikin. 

A bill to suspend the operation A locating and surveying 
lands, &c. 

A bill concerning divorce and aimon And, j 

A bill to amend the 43rd section of the act establishing the 
jurisdiction and powers of the diétrict courts, 

Report adopted. - 


The select committee, Reily, chairman, to whom was-refer- ` 
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Rod. ved the petition of K. H. Muse, reported by bill, ‘to pe entitled 
| ° an act forthe reket of K. H. Muse,” 
i 2 Report received, and bill read first time. 
Mr. Murchison, ‘by leave, introduced a bill to provide ‘for the 
disposal of runaway slaves when not claimed, 
Which was read first time. ` 
; Mr. Caldwell offered the following resolution, which wis 
adopted : 
i j Resolved, that the committee on county boundaries be in- 
structed to enquire into the propriety of changing, or more par- 
a ticularly definiug the boundaries of the counties of Robertson, 
oo” OG Travis and Milam, and 
i Report by bill or otherwise. gr 
i Mr. Haling, by leave, introduced a hill ‘defining the way by 
which the holders of conditional certificates shall abi the 
same, 
Read first time. 
_Abill to su-pend the operation of locating aid surveying of 
Jand until the boards of commissioners created by an act to de- 
z, tect fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for i-suing pa- 
* tents to legal claimants, passed January, 4840, shall complete 
4phe labors assigned them by law, 
_ Read third time. r"a 
` The ayes and nayes were called for on its final passage, 4 
stood thus: 
AY ES—Messts. Speaker, Barnett, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, 
Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Porter, Reily, Shaw, Smith, of M, 
“and Van Zandt—13. 
E i NAYES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Bell, {Caldwell, Coles, 
t Ensworth, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, ‘Lann, Murchison, Mil- 
ler, Parker, Pillsbury. Smith, of B, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
, Yan Ness, Wright and Williamson —21. 
™:° The bill was rejected. 
æ- ás A bill to amend ‘the forty-third section of an act establishing 
the jurisd:ction of the distri e courts. 
. Read.third time, os ce 
"The aves and nays were called fot on it final p er 
«and stood thus:— 
- AYES==“essrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, ‘Barnett, Bell, 
Grigsby, Will, Haigler, -Johns, -Megefee,,AMurchison, Porter, 
Shaw, Smith, of M., Van Ness, Van zane and, Wright—I7. 
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* NAYES—Messrs. Coles, Ensworth, Harrison, Huling, 


Haynie Lann, Latimer, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury Smith, of B., 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher and Wiliiamson—15. 


The bill passed. 
A bill creating a system of bankruptcy and regulating the col- 


lection of foreign debts, 


Read second time by its caption, and 
Referred to the judiciary committee. 

A bill concerning divorce and alimony, 

Read third third time and passed. , 

A joint resolution for the relief of Wm, Aikin, 
Read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution granting further time for the payment of 


government dues on land, 


Read third time and passed. 
A bill for the relief of Edward Hughart, 
Rend third time and passed. 


-A bill to define in part the duties of judges of district courts, 


Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution concerning free persons of color, 

Read third time, and 

On motion of mr. Pillsbury, referred to the committee on the 


state of the republic. 


A bill to repeal an act requiring the supreme court to appoint 


a reporter, 


Read third time and passed. 

A-bill to secure persons in their just rights, _ 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on public lands. 

A bill to define the boundaries ot the county of Goliad, 

Read second time, and 

On motion, referred to a select committee. 

The speaker appointed messrs. Thatcher, Ensworth, Miller, 


Haigler and Blow. said committee. 


A joint resolution requiring the suspension of the further sále 


of property in and about the city of Austin, 


Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on public lands. 

A bill for the relief of certain heirs, 

Read second time, and 

On motion of mr. ‘Hill, the words “secretary of the treasury,” 


were stricken out, and “first auditor” inserted. 
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Qn motion, the bill was atdèrsd to be: aero 

A bill to provide for relocating certain lands therein men- 
tioned, 

Read second time, and 

On motion ot mr. Caldwell, was ** 

Referred to a special committee. 

The chair appointed messrs. Caldwell, Latimer, Hill, Wil- 
liamson and Buruett, said committee. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act to 
sectionize and sell the lands formerly reserved for and occupied 
by the Cherokee indians, and make appropriations to carry into 
effect said act. 

Read first time, 

A bill for the regulation ef the coasting trade and the protec- 
tien of Texan shipping, 

Re ad second tiine, and 

ieferred to the committee on naval affairs. 
A bill retative to inveices for the entry of merchandize, 
Read second time and ~ ct 
Referred to the coinmittee on finance. 

Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a “joint resolution to 
chauge the manner of certifying to the county surveyors of each 
eounty land certificates,” 

Read first time. 

Bir. Hill, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal the first and 
second sections of an act prohibiting the location of fraudulent 
land claims, 

Read first time. 

Qn motion of mr. Hill, rule suspended, 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on public lads. 

A bill relative to the duties of the collector of the district of 
Drazos, 


Read second time, and d r 

On motion, was orderéå to be sige a 

A bill to limit the issue and circulation of the promissory 
notes of the g ver nipent, s 


“ Read second time, and k 

Refwred to the committee on finance. 

A bill to amend an act establishing fees of office, and for aba 
purposes, 

Read cecoud time. 
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Mr. Van Zandt offered the following additional sectlohy - 
Which was adopied: . a 
‘Sec: 3, Be if further enacted, hat this act shall take effect ~ 
from-and atter its passage. 
Mr. ilarrisou offered the ene amendment, 
Which was adopted: - T 
Inser after the words “district Sudga ‘and chief justices.” ee re 
‘Mr. Porter moved to strike out “five, and insert sten fS 
‘Carried. 
Also, to strike out the words “par funds.” Carried. 
The ayes and nayes were called for on the engrossment 
of the bill, and siood thus : 
< AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Barnett, Bell, Cald- 
well, Grigsby, tlarrison, Huling, till, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, 
Lann, Latimar, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Reily, Shaw, 
Thomás, Usher and Wright—22, 
tN AY ES— Messrs. Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Menefee, Par- 
er, Pillsbury, Smith, of B. Smith, of M., Van Ness, Van : 
Zandt and Wiliiamson—L1. c 
The bill was ordered 6 be engrossed. 4 
Mr. Usher fnoved the vote be reconsidered. ` Lost. 
Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill making appropriations  „ 
for payment of claims for horses lost in the public service, l 
Read first timé* ~ ~ Fe 
* Mr. Pillsbury, by leave, introduced a bill to annex the port 
of San Luis, to the district of Brazos. 
Which was read first time. 
The committee on the judiciary, 1. Van Zandt, shaman to 
whom was referred a bill concerning forcible entry and detainer, 
Reported t-e -ame back to the house without amendment, 
and recommended its passage; 
Report received, bill read, and ordered to be eng-ossed, 
The committee on the judiciary, Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred a Fes option enquiring into the constitution- 
ality and expediency ‘of 
court in the towu of Nacogdoches, in “the county of Jlonston, 
Reported that they had had the same under con-ideration, 
and that a majority of the committee are of the opinion that the 
establishing of the said term contemplated, is both constitution- 
al and expedient, and submit a bill to provide for holding of an 


establishing a term of the supreme ? 
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7 i annual adjotirhed session of” the supreme court in thè eastern 
: Zection*of the republic; changing the same so as s to read Na. 
ĉogdoches, inthe county of Nacogdoches; 
Ao’ Report received, and bill read grst time. 4 - 
Oooo The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
ie: to amend an act establishing fees, of office, and or other pur- 
bp À oses; 
k Reported unfavorable. 
! Mr. Porter moved the postponement of the further considera- 
ae tion of the report until the first Monday in December. 
ae The ayes and nayes were called for, and stood thus: 
; AY ES—Messrs. Barnett, Huling, Latimer, Porter, Shaw—5. 
NAY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Menetee, Murchison, Miller, "Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, 
Smith of B., Thomas, Usher, Van Ness, Van oe Wright 
and Williamson—26. 
The motion was lost. 


‘ 


g Bil read third „time, ws 
The ayes and ù hayes were called for on its final passage, and 
stood thus: 


AYES —Messrs, Speaker, Augustin, Barnett, Bell, Coles, 
Grigsby,: Harrison, Huling, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, "Porter, 
Shaw, Smith of M. and Usher—15. 

NAYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, 
Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, 

.. Smith of B., Thomas, Van Ness and Williamson—18. 

"Che bill was rejected. 

Message from the senate —returned two resolutions not pro- 
perly endorsed. 

Hon. C. C. Arnett, representative’ ro Liberty < county, and 
hon. M. B. Menard, representative {rom Galyeston, presented 


their credentials, took the oath and their seats, , 

A message was received fram the senate. 

A bill returned not engrossed. - a 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, withdrew the petition of *Richard 
Zooper, „4 


On motion of mr. Harrison, mr. Menard was added to the 
committee on finance, the committee on military affairs and the 
committee on foreign relations, 


On motion of mr. Harrison, mr. Arnett was added to the com- 
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smitteesoty public lands, the committee on naval affairs and the 
‘eommittee on claims and accounts. 

On motion, the house adjourned until half past two o'clock, 

p m, 
. HALF-PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M’ 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, 

A quofum present, 

The house proceeded to busines. 

The speaker appointed messrs Blow and Lann, a committee 
to wait upon the senate, and inform them that the house, in 
pursuance of a resolution, was ready to go into an election of 
aboard of travelling commissioners for the district east of the 
Brazos. 

The committee returned, and reported that the senate would 
soon be in readiness, 

Mr Shaw, by leave, presented the petition of M. B. Shackleford 
and Wm. Isaacs, praying for relief; 

Which was read, and referred to the committee on military 
affairs. 

‘The senate having appeared in the hall of representatives, 
the obj-_ct of their meeting was stated by the president of the 
senate, who was invited to take a seat by the side of the 
speaker. 


The rolls were called, and 

A quorum of both houses present, 

The two houses proceeded to the election of three commis- 
sioners, for a travelling board, for the district east of the Brazos. 

Mr. Potter nominated Hamlin Williams. 

Mr. Stroud nominated Nathan Holbut. 

Mr. Lester nominated Sidney Sherman. 

Mr. Muse nominated Robert W. Smith. - 

Mr. Harrison nominated John Wortham. 

Messrs. Moore, Augustin, Parker, Reily, Smith of B. and 
Wright were excused from voting. 

Mr. Miller asked the privilege of being excused from voting; ‘ 
the house refused to excuse him. 


Hamlin Williams received á 2 = 39 votes. 
“ Nathan Holbut u z - 3 - 24 “ 


Sidney Sherman t : z 3 i5 ë 
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Robert W. Smith received - `- =- 10 votes. 

John Wortham “ - © + Rg # 

Messrs. Williams, Holbut and Wortham having received a 
majority of all the votes given in, were declared, by the speaker, 
duly and constitutionally elected the travelling board of com. ` 
missioners for the district east of the Brazos. 

The senate having retired; 

On motion, the house adjourned until Monday morning, 
nine o’clock, : 


è 


MoNDaY, November 16, 1840, 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz: 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Bell, 
Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haynie, 
Lann, Latimer, Menelee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Reily, Shaw, Smith, .of Brazoria, Thomas, Usher, 
Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The house proceeded to business. , 

The journal of Saturday was read and ad»pted. 

Hon. M. F. Roberts, representative from Shelby, presented 
his credentials, took the oath and his seat. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of the clerks in the several 
departments and bureaux of government, praying for relief, 

Which was referred to the finance committee. 

Mr. Wright presented the petition of the mayor of the town 
of Victoria,in behalf of the corporation, praying for the passage 
of a bill to authorize the corporation to use the proceeds arising 
from the sale of lots and lands, for the purpose of clearing out 
the Guadaloupe, &c., 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
messrs. Wright, Miller, Van Ness and Blow. 

Mr. Latimer presented the petition of sundry citizens of Red 
‘River, praying for the relief ot David Doke, 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 
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Mr. Haling presented the petition of sundry citizens of Jas- 
per county, praying for the establishment ofa post route, &c., 

Vii was referred to the committee on post offices and post 
roads. 

Mr. Van Zandt presented the petition ot Seth Sheldon, pray- 
ing tor a grant of land, 

Which was referred to the committee on public lande. 

Mr. Murchison presented the petition of Wm. H. Murrah, 
praying relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Blow presented the petition of Nath’! ‘Townseud, pray- 
ing relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Thomas presented the petition of Cyrus Campbell, pray- 
ing relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on naval affairs. 

Mr. Augustin presented the petition of Joel L. Barefield, 
Thomas S. Barefield and Samuel L. Brownlove, praying tor 
grants ofland, 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

On motion of mr. Porter, mr. Roberts was added to the com- 
' mittee on public lands. i ; 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a bill 
to repeal the first and second sections of an act prohibiting the 
location of fraudulent land claims, ~ 

Reported the same back to the house without amendment, 
and recommended its passage. s ' 

Report received, and bill laid on the table. 

The committee on education, Johns, chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill supplementary to an act incorporating Ruters- 
ville college, 

Reported by substitute; i 

Whiéh report was received and bill laid on the table. 

The committee on engrossed bills, Huling, chairman, 

Reported that they had examined the following named bills, 
and find them correctly engrossed: 

lst. A bill toamend an act establishing fees of office, and for 
other purposes. 

2d. A bill for the relief of certain heirs, and 
, A bill relative to the duties of the collector of the district of 

razos. 
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i 
Which report was adopted. Eo oi 
i The committee on. public printing, Augustin, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bil} to regulate the public printing, 
"| Ee., &e., 


A ‘ Reported the same back to the house with renee and 
pe e recommended its passage. 

oy Which report was received, and bill Jaid on TF table. 
toa The select committee to whom was referred the petition of 
ee Sumner Bacon, 

Reported unfavorable to the petitioner; 

Report adopted. 

Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the na- 
vigation of the Guadaloupe river, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced a bill concerning the 
writ of sequestration, . 

Read first time. 

Mr. Lann, by leave, introduced a bill better to define the 
boundaries, and to annex the island of St. Josephs to Matagor- 
da county, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Pillsbury, by leave, introdaced a bill for the limitation 
of actions, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Parker, by leave, introduced a joint resolution granting a 
league of land to the heirs of Jesse Thompson, 

Read first time. 


‘The house proceeded to the business on the speaker’ s table, 
and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution requiring the president to receive into the 
service of the republic one company of volunteers, citizens of 
the connty of San Patricio, 

Read second time. 

Mr. Haigler offered the following additional section : 


Be it further enacted, That this resolution shall take effect 
from and aiter its passage. 


Which was adopted: 


On motion, the resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 
A hill concerning free persons of color, 


* 
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Rend second time; 

The amendments offered by the select committee, to whom 
the bill had been referred, which were to inseit in the first sec- 
ton, after the word «Mahaly,” the words “and their descend: 
ants,” and to strike ont the proviso in the second section, after 
the word Texas,’ were adopted, and 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John G. Tod, having passed 
the senate with an amendment, 

Was read, and the amendment concurred in by the house. 

A bill concerning the powers of the chief justices of county 
courts, was read and the amendment offered by the judiciary 
committee, to strike out the words “Provided, nevertheless, that 
the amount in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars,” 

Was adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed, 

Mr. Menefee, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, Thai with the concurrence of the senate, the two 
houses of congress will meet in the representatives’ hall, on 
Tuesday the 17th inst., for the purpose of electing a ebiet jus- 
tice of the supreme court of the republic; 

Read and laid on the table. 

‘On motion of mr. Miller, the vote was reconsidered on the 
engrossment of the bill establishing fees of office, and for other 
purposes ; 

Mr, Miller offered the following amendment, to be added to 
the end of section second : * Provided, always, that in appeals 
{from justices of the peace, the fee to be taxed as provided for in 
this section, shall be one dollar and no more,” 

Which was adopted. ` 

A bill concerning forcible entry and detainer, was read, and 

On motion of mr. Van Zandt, was recommitted to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary. 

A bill regulating the granting and trial of iujunctions was 
read, and the following amendments offered by the judiciary 
committee, to add to the caption‘of the bill: “and to empower 
the judges of the district courts to submit issues of fact to a jury, 
in chancery cases,” “and annex the bill that the above named 
caption was stricken from, to the'first named bill, and add the 
words, section seven,” 

Werd adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to authorize the judges of dist rict courts to issue writs 
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of «Ne Bixeat,” was tead, and the following’amendment offered 
by the judiciary committee, to strike out in the second section 
the words, “even for a limited time,” and insert ‘permanently,’ 

Was adopted. _ 

On motion of mr, Bell,§the bill was indefinitely postponed, 

A bill for the rehet of certain heirs, 

Read third tims and passed. š 

A bill relative to the duties of the collector of the district of 
Brazos, k 

Read third time and passed. 

A bili toamend an act establishing fees of office, and for 
other purposes, 

Read third time and passed, 

A billte provide for the disposal of runaway slaves, when not 
claimed, 

Read second time. and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill defining the way by which holders of conditional cer- 
tificates shat! establish the same, 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the judiciary committee. 

Hon. Sam. Houston, representative from San Augustine, took 
the oath and his seat. , 

A bill to amend an act to sectionize and sell the lands former- 
ly reserved for aud occupied by the Cherokee Indians, and 
make appropriations to carry into effect said act, 

Read second time, and ý 

On motion of mr. Houston, laid on the table till to-morrow, 
12 o'clock. 

Joint resolution to change the manner of certifying to the 
county surveyors of each county, approved land certificates, 

Read seco: d time. ; 

Mr. Williamson moved its reference to the judiciary commit- 
tee. Lost. 

On motion of mr. Wright, it was referred to the committee 

‘on public lands. J 

A bill to repeal the first and second sections of an act pro- 

hibiting the location of fraudulent laud claims, 

Read second time. 


Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment to be added 
ito section Ist: — 
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« Provided, the provisions of this act shall not extend to aay 
claim which may: have been rejected by the beard of travelling 
commissioners appointed under am, act to detect fraudulent 
jand certificates, and shall hereafter be prouounced by said 
board as fraudulent and unjust.” 


Mr. Hill offered the following amendment as a substitute to 
mr. Van Zandt’s, add to section 1st:— 

“So far as relates to the counties of Red River, Houston, 
Jefferson, Liberty, Montgomery, Harris, Galveston, Robert- 
son and Harrison, until the commissioner of the general 
jand office shall farnish to the county elerks of the aforesaid 
eounties, a transcript of the report-ofthe board of travelling 
commissioners as required by the 3rd seetion of the aforesaid 
act, approved 5th February, 1840: provided, that so soon as 
such full report as required by said 3rd seetion shall be made, 
this act shall cease to be in force.” 

On motion of mr. Van Zandt, the bill was recommitted to the 
committee on public lands. 


A bill making appropriations for the payment for horses lost 
in the pubtic service. 

Read second time, and on motion, 

Laid on the table. 

A bill to annex the port of San Luis to the district of Brazos. 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to provide for the holding of an annual adjoumed ses- 
sion of the-supreme court in the eastern section of the republic. 

Read second time, and, on motion, 

Laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of K. H. Muse. 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


A communication from the state d=partment, also the accom- 
panyiug correspondence between the secretary of state and gen. 
Hamilton, 

Were read. and on motion of mr. Houston, 

Were referred to the committee of the whole house.on the 
state of the republic, on Thursday next at twelve o’clock. 

On motion of mr. Haynie, mr. Menard was added to the eom- 
mittee on nayal affairs. 
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Oa motion of mr. Thatcher, the house adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, nine o’clock. 


T'urspay, November 17, 1840. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: — , 

Messrs. Speaker, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, 
Haling, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Mur- 
chison, Miller, Parker,Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of 
Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Zandt and Williamson. 

A quorum present, 

The house proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Smith of B. presented the petition of Alexander McDonald 
and others, praying for relief ; : 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 

The committee on the judiciary, Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill defining the way by which holders 
of conditional certificates shall establish the same; . 

Reported that they had had the same under consideration, 
and are of the opinion that the bill more properly belongs to the 
committee on public lands, and recommend its reference to said 
committee; 

Report received, and bill recommitted to the. committee on 
public lands. 

The committee on the judiciary, Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bil] supplementary to an act to provide for 
the punishment of crimes and misdemeanors committed by 
slaves and free persons of color; 

Reported the same back to the house with an amendment, 
and recommended the passage of the same. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
concerning forcible entry and detainer; 


97 


Reported the same back to the house with an amendment, and 
recommended its passage. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on military affairs, Harrison, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Edmund J. Felden; 

Reported unfavorable to the prayer of the petitioner, 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on military affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of Thomas G. Gordon, administrator of the estate of 
Cullen Spivey; 3 

‘Reported the same back to the house as incorrectly referred, 
and asked its reference to the committee on publie lands. 

Which report was adopted.. 

The committee on engrossed bills, Huling, chairman; 

Reported that they had examined the following bills and joint 
resolutions: — 

A bill to regulate the granting and trial of injunctions, and to 
empower the judges of district courts to submit issues of fact to 
ajury in chancery cases. 

A bill to annex the por: of San Luis to the district of Brazos. 
A joint resolution for the relief of K. H. Muse. 

A bill to provide for the disposal of runaway slaves when not 
claimed. 


sgg >a « 
A bill aenn certain free persons of color. 


A bill concerning the powers of chief justices of county 
courts. And 
A joint resolution requiring the president to receive into the 


rvice of the repu ‘lic one company of volunteers, citizens of 
he county of San Patricio, 


And find them correct!y engrossed; , é 
Which report was adopted. 

The house 
d the 


proceedod to the business on the speaker’s table, 


: ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution requiring the president to receive into the 


tvice of the republic one company of volunteers, citizens of 
‘Re county of San Patricio; 


Which was read third time. 
11 
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On motion of mr. Menefee, the rule was suspended that prô: 
hibits bills being amended on their third and final reading. 

Mr. Menefee offered the following amendment: 

Strike out the words “one year,” and insert six months,” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Smith ot M. moved the bill be laid on the table. 

The ayes and nayes were called for on the motion, and 
stood thus : l 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Árnett, Barnett, Bell, 
Coles, Harrison, Parker, Pillsbury, Roberts, Shaw, Smith, of 
B., Smith, of M., Fan Zandt and Wiliamson—15.- 

N \YES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigsby, | 
Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johus. Lann, Latimar, Menefee 
Murchison, Miller, Porter, Reily, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
and Wright—21. 

"Fhe motion was lost. 

The ayes and nayes were called for om the final passage of 
the bill, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Huling Hill, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, : 
Miller, Porter, Reily, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Zandt and Wright—20. 

NAY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, 
Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Parker, Pillsbury, Roberts, Shaw, 
Smith of M. and Williamson—tH4. 

"Fhe bill passed. 

A message was received from his excellency, the president. 

A bill concerning certain free persons of color; ” 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill concerning the powers of chief justices of county 
courts; 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill to regulate the granting and trial of injunctions, and to 
empower the judges of district courts to submit issues of fact 
to a jury in chancery cases; ; 

Read third time, and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of K. H. Muse; 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill to provide for the disposal of runaway slaves when not 
claimed; 

Read, and on motion of mr. Menefee, 
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_ Was referred to the judiciary committee. 


A bill to annex the port of San Luis to the district of Brazos. - 


Read third time, and passed. 

A bill to amend an act establishing Ruiersville college, &c. 

Read third time, anden motion of mr. Van Randt, 

Laid on the table. . i 

The substitute offered by the committee on printing, for a 
bill regulating the public printing, 

Was read second time, and adopted. 

On motion of mr. Vau Zandt, the house went into a com- 
mittee of the whole house on said bill, 

‘The speaker called mr. Menetee to the chair. 

After some time spent therein the committee rose, 

Reported the bill back to the house with the following amend- 
ment:— 

Strike out all the second section to the word “secretary,” and 
insert “ Be it further enacted, That at the expiration of ninety 
days, the secretary shall report the same tocongress, which 
shall either ratify or confirm said proposals, or reject the same 
if ratified,” and 


Recommended the adoption of the amendment, and that the” 


bill be laid upon the table. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the amendment 
offered by the committee, 

And carried in the affirmative. 

A message was received from the senate informing the 
house that 

A bill to prohibit members of congress from holding certain 
offices during the term for which they were elected, 

Had been indefinitely postponed. 

A bill making appropriations for horses lost in, the publie 
service, was taken up, f 

And referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Menefee, by leave, withdrew a resolution which he of- 
fered on yesterday, requiring the two houses of congress to meet 
in the representatives’ hail. on Tuesday the 17:h instant, for the 
purpose of electing a chief justice of the supreme court, 

And offere) the following as a <ubstitute:— 

Resolved that a committee of three be appointed to wait on 
the senate, and invite them into the representatives’ hall on this 
day, Tuesday 17th, at the hour of 12 o'clock, for the purpose 
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_ of electing a chief ‘justice of the supreme court of the republic, 


On motion of mr. Harrison, it was laid on the table. 

_ A bill to provide for the holding of an annual adjourned ses- 
sion of the supreme court in the eastern section of the republic, 
was taken up, and on motion, l 

Was referred to the commiìttee on the judiciary. 

A bill concerning writs of -eques.tation; was read by its 
eaption, and referred to the judiciary ce: mmi tee, 

A bill better to define the boundaries, and to annex the 
Island of St. Joseph to Matagorda county; 

Read second time, ani 

Ou motion of mr. Wright, was indefinitely postponed. . 

A bill fer limitation of actions; 

Was read by its capt on, and referred to the judiciary com- 
mittee, i 

A joint resolution granting a league of land to the heirs of 
Jesse Thompson, 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on 
public lands. ` $ 

A bill to provide for the navigation of the Gaudalupe iiver, 
was taken up, and i 

Referred to the select committee to whom the petition was 
referred, praying for the passage of a bill of that nature. 

On motion of mr. Wright, mr. Thatcher was added to said: 
select committee. 

A bill to sectionize and sell the lands formerly reserved for, 
and occupied by the Cherokee Indians, and make appropria- 
tions to carry into effect said act; was taken up, and on motion, 

Was laid on the table until cal'ed up 

å communication irom the chief clerk, department of State,” 
accompanied |-y a copy ofa letter from Geo. W. Smyth, boun- 
dary line commissioner; ; 

Was read, and referred to the committee on the state of the 
republic. 

A communication from his excellency. the president, in an- 
swer to aresolution of the house, requesting him to lay before 
the house information of wi at baigam bad been made with 
the loan commissioners, and what pay was allowed them; 

Was read, and on motion, 

Was referred to the committee on finance. i 

A bill supplementary to an act to provide for tle punishment 
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of crimes and misdemeanors, committed by slaves and free per- 
sons of color, together with the report of the committee on the 
judiciary on said bill, was returned to said committee, not being 
_ properly reported on. 
| A bill concerning forcible entry and detainer, was read se- 
cond time, 

The amendment offered by the judiciary committee, to add 
to the bill, “This bill shall take effect from and after its pas- 


Was adopted. ' 

Mr, Menefee offered an amendment to the amendmant of the 

. egommittee: To add before it the words, “Beit further enacted,” 
Which was adopted, and 

+ Bill ordered’ to be engrossed, 

Harrison, by leave, offered the following resolution, 

Which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to wait 
upon the.serrate, and invite that body to meet the house in the 
representatives’ hall, at twelve o’clock this day, for the purpose 
of electing a commissinner to fill the vacancy in the travelling 
board east of the Brazos; occasionéd by the ineligibility of J. 
Wortham, lately elected one of said boards, he having served 
upon a former board. 


The speaker appointed messrs. Harrison, Van Ness and 
Thomas, said committee. i 

Mr. Pillsbury, by leave, introduced a bill reserving certain 
lands on the military road; running from Red river to the 
Nueces, not located, for the location of actual settlers; 

Read first time. 

The committee of three, appointed to invite the senate to 
meet in the hail of representatives, for the purpose of electing a 
commissioner, returned, and 

Reported the duty performed. 

Mr. Arnett, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Liberty county, praying for a division of their county, 

Which was referred to the committee on county bounda- 
ries, Without reading. - i aa 

On motion of mr. Arnett, mr. Huling was added to the com- 
mittee on county boundaries. | , 

Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced a bill to organize the militia, 
i w was read first time. 
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a A message was reeeived from the senate, informing the house 

_ that-asno joint resolution had passed the house requiring the 

ya action of the two houses, to go into an election of a commission- 

an er to fill the vacaucy in the board of travelling comm.issioners 

for the district east of the Brazos, they deem it inexpedieut to 

go into an election of said commissioner at this time, but re- 

commend the passage of a joiut resolution requiring the two 
houses to go into an election of said commissioner. 

Mr. Thoma-, py leave, introduced a bill to repeal certain 

acts therein named, 
Which was read first time. 


~ 


t > 

! i £o O Hon. M. de Saligny, charge d'affaires from France, appeared} 
{ in the hall of represe itaiives, accompanied by hon. Win. N. 
Porter. ‘The h use arose and received him, and the speaker # 
addressed him in the following words: 


Mons. de Saligny—- 
Sir :—On behalf of the house of representatives. I welcome 
3 your presence in this hall. In you, we recognize an ardent and 
devoted imend of ‘Pexas; and more than al, the able and intel- 
Hgent representative of that great and gallant nation. the very 
$ mention of whose name cannot fail to exe.te the liveliest emo- 
tions o: gratitude in the bosom of every American. Your libe- 
ral and iliustrions sovereign, Louis Philippe; always jealous of 
his eouutrp’s honor and glory, has never yet evinced an envy 
of other nation’s success. A monarchy herself, Franee has al- 
. ways extended to republics the right hand of fe'lowship, We 
f have read and heard of her magnanimity to the United. States, 
when strnggling with the gigantie power of Britain; we have 
seeu and felt her friendship towards us when we were, as yet, 
unnoticed and un .nown. She has taken us by the hand, and 
welcomed us into the family of nations. Uninfluenced by un- 
jast pre udice to the peculiar policy and character of our domes- 
: tic institut ons, it was enough for her to know that the immor- 
tal plains of San Jacinto had evinced our determimation and 
ability to vindicate ant muintain our national independence. 
po Her power and influence, it is reported. have induced Holland 
and Belg nm to imitate her generous exam Je! To you, sit, a 
va pupi? of the i lustrieus La Fayette, we feel much indebted for 
our present elevated stand among the nations of the earth! You 
i have spared no pains, and you hage left untried no exertions 
. to disabuse the European mind of unjust prejudices against out 
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infant country! Go on, sir, in your friendly work! « Repub- 
lics are not ungrat ful,’ and Texas will long remember, with 
kindness¢ your friendship to her cause! May the banners of 
the “tri-color” and the ‘single stai” always wave in triumph 
* . Sd n > 
and friendship ;- and may the rude basts of mutual discord 
never disturb their peaceful folds! In the name of the people of 
Texas, we greet you! . z 

To which M. de Saligny, answered as follows: 
Mr. Speaker, and ` 

Gentlemen of the house of representatives, |... 

I have to tender my most grateful acknowledgements to the 
Spouse of representatives, for the feeling it has expressed, through 
ev.ts able aud distinguished speaker, toward the person of my 
“illustrious sovereign, and toward my beloved country. Those 
A feelings, you may rest assured, are ful y reciprocated on the 
i part of France. it is the strong desire of the government of 
į ghe king, to cultivate and strengthen, every day, the friendly re- 
f lations establisned between France and the young republic, to 
į which they have given,atan early period, so nnequivocal proofs 
of their interest and of their sympathy; and 1 am happy tn be 
i gable to assure you, that they are anxious and ready to render to 
Fé your nation all the services in their power. Ihave no doubt 
im that the policy adopted by the government of France, towards 
Bthis repu ‘lic has, by this time, been already imitated by other 
governments of Europe, and | am satisfied that the example set 
Hup by France, will, «re long, have been followed by the greatest 
(part of Fiuiopean nations. 
€ Permit me, gent! men, to return you, also, my best thanks 
Elor your kindness to me, personally. You do me justice in 
F looking upon ine as one of the most s‘ncere and devoted friends 
of Texas. If my humble exertions have in any way contributed 
[fto promote the interests of this republic, I am now amply repaid 
forit Events have already justified my predictions as to the 
p brilliant destinies of Texas. When I consider the condition of 
“the country; when | reflect upon the prudence of her govern- 
ment; when [ lonk on all tie talent. wisdom and patriotism 
collected in this house, I cannot but feel confident that Texas 
will soon he able to extricate herself from those embarrass- 
ments a ten lant upon all infant nations; and, should any exte- 
rior dangers threaten yonr independence, the presence here of 
the hero of San Jacinto, tells me well enough that the “single 
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s/ar,” with the support of the noble sons of Texas, would make 
iis way safe through the storm, brighter and more glorious 
than ever, 

Mr. Porter, by leave, introduced the following joint re- 

solution : ` ; 
. Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the two houses 
will meet in the representative hall, on Wednesday the 18th 
inst., at eleven o’ciock, tor the purpose of proceeding to an elec- 
tion to fill such vacancies as may exist in the board of travelling 
commissioners east of the Brazos river, created by an act to de- 
tect fraudulent land certificates, &e., passed January, 1840; 

Read first time. 

On motion; rule suspend and read second time. 

Mr. Menefee offered the following amendment: 

Strike out the words, “the two houses will” and insert the 
words, “it shall be the duty of the two houses of congress to,” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Augustin moved that the house adjourn till to-mo :ow 
morning nine o’clock. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker Augustin, Arnett, Coles, Huling, 
Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Parker, Reily, Smith, 
of B., Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—16. , 

NAYES— Messrs. Bell, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigsby, Har- 


rison, Hill, Johns, Latimer, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, 


Thomas, Thatcher, Usher and Willlamson—16. 

There being a tie, the motion was lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following substitute for the resol- 
ution offered by mr. Porter, providing for filling vacancies in 
the board of travelling commissioners in the district east of the 
Brazos, 

Which was received and adopted: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That it shall be the 
duty of congress, at as early a day as practicable, to elect a board 
of travelling commissioners, for that section of the republic east 
of the Brazos, provided for by an act of the fourth congress, en- 
titled ‘an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, and provide 
for issuing patents to legal claimants;’ and that so much of the 
ninth section of the above recited act, as gives to the president 
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the power to fill vacancies, shall be so far amended, as that he i 
shall only Have the powergto fill vacancies during the recess of A 
congress. - ; 
On motion of mr.. Menetee, ine rule was further suspend- f | | 
ed, and , ~ ; 1 


Resglatt: ion read third time and MET | 

On motion of mr. Menefee. the caption to the above resolit- f ie 
tion, was a “joint resolution providing for the election of a tra- Į" 
veiling board of commissioners east of the Brazos.’ 

, On motion of mr. Hull, the clerk was directed to transmit to 
the senate forthwith a copy of the resolution. 

Mr. Wan Ness, by leave, offered the following resolution, 

Which was adopted: 
, Resolved. That th- secretary of state be requested to furnish 
tor the use of this,honse, a sufficient number of volumes of the 
$ laws of Texas to provide each member with a complete set of 
F4he same. 
k Nr. Menard moved the house adjourn, until ten o’clock to- 


+ 


E The ‘ayes and nayes were called for and stood thus: Be. 
ig ‘AY ES Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Ensworth. Johns, Lann; $ 
iz onard; _ Miller, Pillsbugy. Reily. .miti, of B., Thomas, - 


chempvan Ness, Wright and Willamson—15. 
TH Messrs. Augustin, Arnett, Bell, Coles, Grigsby, 
aa eat Hill, oe Latimer, Menelee, Farker; 


i Íi Zandt, by léaye, introduced a bill to amend an act, 
h act to regulate proceedin zs in civil snits, and to de- 


fine: QI especially the nature of petition and answer,’ 
Which was read first time, 
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á lillen. by leave, offered the followijug resolution, A 

hops. adopted. i 

2 mats That The committee on the judictary be instructed $ 

to enquire ie the ex ediency of authorizing attorneys to furn- Ji 

ish secuñity, aiid’ the Hames of their foreign or absent clients pi 
to appeal bonds. ' 
On .motion of mr. Wright, the house adjourned until to- 1§, 
morrow morning , Hine o "clock, 4 M in, 
-& # on, neh > H 
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Wepnespay, Nov, 18, 1840. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment,- „« 

The roll was called, and the following members atiswered to 
their names, viz: 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, ‘Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Reily, Roberts, 
i Shaw, Smith, of Brazoria, Smith, ot Montgomery, Thomas, 
i Thatcher, Usher, Yan Zandt and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 


| i, The house proceeded to business. ` 
i The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. =®A 
) Mr. Murchison presented the peution of Norman Woods, 
? praying for relief, and 


On motion, was referred to a select committee, consisting 
of messrs. Murchison, Parker, Barnett, Thatcher and Menard. 


a Mr. Caldwell presented the petition ‘of Isaac Carsner and A. 
B. Speir, praying for relief, - 

b Which, on motion, was referred to the committee on public 
tands. 


. Mr. Menard presented the petition of Charles F. Worcester, 
praving for relief, 
Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 
Mr. Roberts presented the petition of W. B. Sweeny, praying 
for relief, 
; Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 
| Mr. Caldwell presented a communication from the board of 
travelling commissioners, for the district west of the Brazos, 
Which was read, and 
On mation of mr. Miller, two hundred copies of said com- 
} munication was ordered to be printed. 
i On motion of mr. Menefee, mr. Ualdwell was added to the 
: committee on public lands. 
i On motion of mr, Coles, Mr. Williamson was added to the 
i committee on public lands. 
7 On motion of mr. Miller, mr. Blow was added to the commit- 
: tee on the judiciary. 
i On motion of mr. Smith of M., mr. Miller was added to the 
i committee on post offices and post roads, 
} The committee on public lands, Porter, chairman, to whom 
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was referred the petition of Thomas G. Gordon, administrátoť 
on the vacant succession of Cullen, Spivey, deceased, 

Reported by a joint resolution for the relief of the legal heirs 
of Cullen Spivey, deceasad; 

Report received, and resolution read first time. 

The committee on public lands, Porter, chairman, te whom 
was referred the petition of Seth Sheldon; praying for relief, also, 

The petition of R. Salmon, praying for a donation of 
land, also, i 

The petition of David Doke, praying fora grant of land, also, 

The petition of William H. Murrah,-praying for a certificate 
_ of head right, 

? Reported that they had had the same under consideration, and 
beg leave to report unfavorable; 3 

Which reports were adopted. i 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
pill to secure persons in their just rights, reported the same 
back to the house, and recommended its passage; 

Whieh report was received and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. _ 

The committee on pablic lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Wm. Scurlock and Sidney Van Bibber, praying tor 
grants of land, 

Reported by a joint resolution for the relief ef Wm. Scur- 
lock and Sidney Van Bibber; 

Which report was received, and 

Resolution read first time. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 

petition of Joel L. Barefield, Thos, I. Barefield and Sam’! L, 
| Brownlove, praying for certificates of head right; 

Reported that inasmuch as there is now before the committee 


a bill providing. for all such cases, they beg leave to be dis-, 


charged from fimther consideration of the same; 

Which repast was adopted. 

The committeéjon public lands, to whom was referred a bill 
to repeal the 1 t and 2nd sections ofan act prohibiting the loca- 
tions of fraudulent land elaims; z 

Reported by substitute, andgrecommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to. come 
up among the orders of theday. a 

The committee on public latids,to whom was referred a joint 
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résolution reqniring the suspension of furtheir sale of lots in 
and about the city of Austin; ` 

Reported unfavorable to the resolution, and recommended its 
indefinite postponement: . 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table. 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
5 joint resolution granting a league of land to the heirs of Jesse 
‘Thompson, deceased; 
| Reported unfavorable to the passage of the resolution: 
) Which report was adopted: 
On motion of mr. Miller, the vote was reconsidered on the © 
adoption of the above report, and the petition and report ` 
i. Were recommitted to the committee un public Jands. 
The committee on county boundaries, Haigler, chairman, to 
whom was referred a resolution authorizing them to enquire 
into the propriety of altering the boundaries of certain counties 
therein named; 
A Reported by bill: 
; Which report was received and bill read first time. 
; - The committee on engrossed bills, Huling, chairman, 
= Rexorted that they had examined the following b:lls:— 
"4 A. bill concerning forcible entry. und detainer. And 


_ A bill to amend an act establishing fees of office, and for 


other purposes. 
s And find them correctly engrossed: . - 
Which report was adopted. - 


Mr. Van Zandt offered the following resolution, which 
i was adopted:— 
i Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to enquire 
a into the propriety and expediency of immediately author zing 
and requiring the commissioner general of the land office to 
3 commence the issuing of land patents uj on all claims reported 
o$ by the travelling board of land commissioners, as ge::uine and 
Ye justly entitled, to ascertain what number of additional clerks 
i è are necessary to complete the same, havinga due regarto'the 
{ circumstances of the case; and of the necessity of authorizing. 
PE _ and appointing some persan to sign the presidents name to said 
patents: and report to this house as early as practicable, the re- 
sult of their deliberations, with a bilt to carry the objects of this 
resolution into effect: 4* “eo ’ . 
- 
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- The speaker appointed messrs, Van Zandt, Blow andM share 
“said committee, 

- The special committee, Caldwell chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill to provide for relocating certain lands therein 
mentioned; 

Reported the same back to the house, with amendments: 

` Which report was received, and bill laid on the table. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution: 

Resolved.that the papers subscribed for this house, shall be 
delivered tothe sergeant-at-arms only, who shal! apportion and 

lay them on each, table. 
| ‘Mr. Miller offered the following amendment, which was 
” adopted: 

« While the house is in session.” 
Mr. Van Ness offered the following resolution as a substitute 
| to the above: 


Resolved, that upon the usual ` days of publication of the - 


Austin City Gazette and Sentinel, it shall be the duty of the 
sergeant-at-arms to obtain the papers subseribed for by this 
house at as early an hour as possible, and divide the same equal- 
ly among the members of this house; 

Which was adopted. 

The question then was taken on the adoption ot the resolu- 
tion as substituted; 

Was carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, introduced a joint resolution, to in- 
form the senxte of the appointment of a committee of twelve on 
the part of the house, to investigate the different departments 
and bureaux of this government; 

Which was read first time, and 

On motion of mr. Harrison, rule suspended that prohibits bills 
from being read twice on the same day— 

ae motion of mr, Menefee, the resolution was laid on the 
table a 

Mr. Menefee offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, that the committee of twelve to investigate the de- 
partments and bureaux of the government, raised by a resolu. 
tion of the house, be instructed to.proceed in the discharge of 


$ 
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the duty assigned them, and report the result of their praceed- — 


ings as soon as practicable. 
Mr. Hill, by leave introduced a bill to authorize the organi- 
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zation of one company of mounted gunmen in certain frontier 
counties, and define their duties and privileges; 

Which was read first time. 

A bill declaring certain portions of the public domain es 
cheated, and regulating the location thereof; 

Read second time: 

5 -Mr. Caldwell moved it be referred to thejudiciary committee, 
ost. 

On motion of mr. Hill, it was referred to the joint committee 

of the two houses on publie lands. 

A message from the senate was received, informing the house 
of the passage of 

A joint resolution providing for the election of a board of 

. travelling commissioners for the district east of the Brazos. 

A bill supplementary to an act to establish and incorporate 
Rutersville college, approved February 5th, 1840. 

Also the substitute offered by the committee on à education, to 
whom ihe bill had been referred; 

Were read: 

The question was taken, and the substitute rejected. 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following amendment: 

Strike out all of section 2nd after the words “ bequest to the 
same; ” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved the indefinite postponement of the bill, 

' A motion to amend having precedence— 

Mr. Porter offered the following additional section as an 
amendment: 

Sec. 3. Beit further enacted, That the 16th section of the 
aforementioned aet be, and the same is hereby repealed, and 
thatso much ofsaid act as allows the president to affix his own 
salary, be, and the same is hereby repealed, and it shall be the 
duty of the trustees to fix said salary. 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, the bill was recommitted to a 
special committee; 

Consisting of messrs. Caldwell, Murchison, Thomas, Van 
Zandt and Hill. 

A message was received from the senate informing the house 
that a resolution requesting the naval committee of the senate 
to act in conjunction with the like committee of the house, on 
such matters as may be referred to them— 

Had passed the senate: 


« 
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“Also informing the house that a resolution from the house, 
informing the senate of the appointment of a committee of 
twelve on the part of the house, to investigate the different de- 
partments and bureaux of this government, and requesting the 
appointment of a committee on the partof the senate to unite 
with said committee, had been concurred in, and that 

Messrs. Greer, Moore, Leister, Muse, Byrne and Everett had 
been appointed the cemmiitee on the part of the senate, to 
unite with the committee of investigation on the part of the 
house. 

A bil] to carry into effect the provisions of the 10th, section 
of the general provisions of the constitution, and to prepace for 
the final adjustment of land titles; 


Was read second time by its caption, and on motion of mr." 
z : 


Caldwell, 
Was referred to the committee on public lands. 
A message was received from the senate informing the house 


aw | 


thata joint resolution appropriating twenty thousand dollars to ` 


defray the expenses of marking and running the boundary line. 


between the republic of Texas and the U. States of America; 

Had passed the senate with amendments. 

A bill concerning forcible entry and detainer; 

Was read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved the vote be reconsidered on the pas- 
sage of the joint resolution requiring the president to receive 
into the service of the republic, one company of volunteers, 
citizens of the county of San Patricio; and on motion of mr. 
Hill, 

The motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Haynie moved the house adjourn until 10 o’clock to-mor- 
row morning, sa 

Which was lost, i 

Mr. Van Zandt then moved to adjourn until 9 o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Bell, Haigler, Haynie, Reily, Smith, 
of B., Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zande and Williamson—10. 

NAYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling Hill,Johns, Lann, Latimer, Mene- 
fee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Porter, Shaw, Thomas, and 
Usher—20, Lost. oS 
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Mr. Hill then moved to adjourn till 3 o’elock, p.m. Lost. 
es house proceeded to the business on the speaker’s table, 
and the 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


et A bill reserving certain lands on the military road running 
~ from Red river to the Nueces, not located, for the location of 
actual settlers, was 
Read second time by its caption, and 
Referred to the committee on public lands. 
A bill to organize the militia, 
Read second time by its caption, and 


t 
bh Referred to the committee on military affairs. 
y A bill to repeal certain acts therein named, 
: - Read second time, and 
if + Referred to the committee on the state of the republic. 


A bill to amend an act, entitled an act to regulate proceedings 
in civil suits, and to define more specifically the nature of peti- 
i tion and answer, 

Read second time, and 
Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 
T A bill to secure persons in their just rights, 


t Read second time, and x 
: On motion of mr. Williamson, recommitted to the judiciary 
committee. 


A bill to repeal the first and second sections of an act prohi- 
biting the location of fraudulent land certificates, was 
Read secor.d time; also, | 
A The substitute offered by the eommittee on public lands. 
r The substitute was adopted, and 
Ordered to be engrossed. 
Joint resolution requiring the suspension of the further sale 
of property in and about the city of Austin, i 
Was read, and 
On motion, was indefinitely postponed. 
A bill to provide for relocating certain Jands therein named, 
Was read; , 
The following amendments, offered by the special committee, 
! to whom the bill had been referred, were adopted, to wit: - 
Strike out the words ‘atter the time allowed by law for locat- 
ing and surveying lands; and insert, ‘from and after the passage 
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of this act, or after the rejection of such certificate; also, add the 
following additional section: ‘Section 5. Be it further enacted, 
that no person locating a certificate, after the same has been re- 
jected, shall be entitled to the benefit of this law.’ 

On motion of mr. Van Zandt, the bill was laid on the table 
until to-morrow. 

Mr, Miller moved the bill on public printing be taken up. 
Lost, . 

On motion of mr. Porter, the joint resolution appropriating 
twenty thousand dollars, for defraying the expenses of running 
and marking the boundary line between the republic of Texas 
and the United States of America, was taken up; after some dis- 
cussion on the adoption of the amendments offered by the 
senate, mr, Hill moved the bill be laid on the table. ; 

Mr. Miller moved the house adjourn untill 10 o’elock to-mor- 
row morning. Lost. 

On motion of mr. Menefee, the house adjourned until nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, Nov. 19, 1840. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, -~ 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: — 

Messrs, Speaket, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, Coles; Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Full, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Lati- 
mer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Shaw, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A qnorum present, 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The house proceeded to business. - 

The committee on county boundaries, Haigler, chairman, to 
whom was referred a petition of sundry citizens of Liberty 
county, praying for a division of said county, 

Reported by bill, - 

Which, report was received, and bill read first time, 
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The committee on engrossed bills, Huling, chairman, report- 
ed that they had examined a ‘bill supplementary to an act pro- 
hibiting the location of fraudulent land certificates,’ &c., ap- 
proved February 5, 1840, and find the same correctly engrossed; 

Which report was adopted. 

_ The committee on public lands, Porter, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of John Belden; also, 

The petition of Nathaniel Townsend, praying for relief, 

Reported unfavorable; . 

Reports adopted. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a bil! 
resetving certain lands on the military road, running from Red 
river to the Nueces, not located, for the location of actual 
settlers, 

Reported the original back to the house, and recommended 
the adoption of the accompanying substitute; 

Which report was adopted, and 

Bill laid on the table, to come up among the ordersof the day. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a bill 
defining the way by which hoiders of conditional certificates 
shall establish the same, 

Reported the same back to the house, and recommended the 
passage of the substitute reported herewith; 

Which report was received, and 

Bill laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee, Usher, chairman, to whom was refer- 
red a resolution, with instructions to enquire into the expedien- 
cy of passing a law with a view to unite and consolidate certain 
colicetoral districts, 

Reported by a ‘bill to discontinue and abolish certain ports 
of entry, and to establish, instead thereof, a port of entry to be 
called Port Calhoun; 

Which report was received, and 

Bill read first time. 

The committee appointed to request the senate to reconsider 
the vote on the passage of a joint resolution, providing for the 
election of commissioners for the travelling board for the district 
east of the Brazos, returned and 

Reported their duty performed. . 

Mr. Bell offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That a committee of seven be appointed to take 
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into consideration the propriety of having the census taken of 
the republic, and report on the same by bill, or otherwise. 

The speaker appointed messrs, Bell, Porter, Reily, Smith of 
B., Miller, Van Ness and Thatcher, said committee. 

Mr. Johns offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on judiciary be instructed to 
enquire into the expediency of abolishing the present system of 
probate courts, and establishing a more just, plain and econo- 
mical code, by which the estates of the deceased may be settled 
more expeditiously, with less trouble and expense to the people, 
‘and less detriment to the orphan, and report the same as soon 


‘as practicable, by bill or otherwise, 


Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal or 


amend certain parts or portions ofan act, entitled an act concern- 
ing executions, , : 


Which was read first time. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the secretary 
of the treasury is hereby authorized and required to retain the 
eight per cent, bonds now on hand in his department, until 
otherwise directed by law; 

Which was read Airs: ume. 

The committee on military affairs, Harrison, chairman, to 


whom was referred a bill making appropriations for payment. 


for horses lost in public service, 

Reported that they acknowledge the justness of the claims, 
yet, on account of the depressed condition cf the financial mat- 
ters of this government, they deem it inexpedient to iegislate 
further on the snbject at this time; 

Which report was received, and 

Bill laid on the table.. 

Mr. Latimer, by leave, introduced a ‘bill repealing the sixth 
section of an act 10 detect fraudulent land certificates,’ passed 
29th January, 1840, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Pillsbury, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of the town of Columbia, praying for a division of said 
town, &c., 


Which was referred to the committee. on county boundaries. 
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Mr. Bell offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That from and after the first day of December next, 
this house will receive no more new business. 

Mr. Hill moved the resolution lie on the table until called up, 

"The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus; 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell], Coles, - 
Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Murchi- 
son, Menard, Muller, Pillsbury, Roberts, Thomas, Yan Ness, 
Van Zandt and Williamson—2l. l 
. NAYES—Messrs. Arnett, Bell, Grigsby, Haynie, Latimer, 
Parker, Porter, Reily, Shaw, Smith, of B, Smith, of M, 
Thatcher, Usher and Wright—14. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. Thatcher, by leave, introduced a ‘bill to repeal the first, 
second and fourth sections of the law to provide for the return 
of surveys, for the collection of government dues on land, and 
for other purposes,’ 

Read first tinme. 

Mr. Parker, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved by this house, that his excellency the president, be 
respectfully requested to inform it, what amount of money has 
been borrowed during his administration, under any and all the 
loan laws: in what kind of funds; how much of said sums is yet 
on hand; where it is deposited; how much has been expended, 
and how expended; and ifexpended, by virtue of what appro- 
priations; 

Read first time, and 

On motion of mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, and 

Resolution read second time and adopted. 

Mr. Jahns, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal a certain act 
therein named, 

Read first time. 

Joint resolution appropiiating twenty thousand dollars 10 de- 
fray the expenses of marking and running the boundary line 
between the republic of Texas and the United States of 
America, was taken up, and amendments offered by the se- 
nate, read. 

Mr. Menard moved tó lay the bill and amendments on the 
table, until the house can be informed what amount of par 
funds is now in the hands of the treasurer. 

A message was received from the senate, informing the house 
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thata joint resolution providing for the election of a Laid of tra- 
velling commissioners, for the district east of the Brazos, kad 
passed the senate with amendments, 

The question was taken on the motion to lay the joint resolu- 
tion under discussion, on the tab'e. Lost. 

The ayes and nayes were ealled for on the adoption of the 
following amendments offered by the senate, to wit: strike out 
‘twenty thousand dollars,” wherever it occurs in the resolution, | 
- and insert ‘ten thousand dollars, par funds;’ also, in the caption, 
strike out ‘twenty thousand dollars,’ and insert ‘ten thousand 
dollars, par funds,’ and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, 
Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Shaw, Smith, of B, Smith, ef M., Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson—29. 

NAYES—Messrs. Barnett, Farker, Pillsbury, Thomas and 
Usher—5. ; 

The amendments were adopted. 

On motion of mr. Van Zandt, the vote was reconsidered on 
the passage of a joint resolution requiring the president to re- 
ceive into the service of the republic, one company of volun- 
teers, citizens of the county of San Patricio. 

On motion of mr. Haigler, the rule was suspended that pro- 
hibits bills being amended on their third and final reading. ~. 

Mr. Haigler offered the following amendments, which were 
adopted: 

In the second section, after the words “receive the, same,” 
strike out the words * pay and;” 

Also, add to the fourth section after the word “ resolution,” 
"and six thousand dollars in the promissory notes of the go- - 
vernment are hereby appropriated for this pui pose.” 

The ayes and nayes were called for on the passage of the 
resolution, and stood thus: i i 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Harrison, Hill, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimar, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, 
Porter, Reily, Smith, of B, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt 
and Wright—19. 

NAYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Huling, Menard, Parker, Pillsbury, Roberts, Shaw, 
Smith, of M., Usher and Williamson—14. 

The bill passed, 
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The committee on enrolled bills; 

Reported, that they have examined the following bills, and 
find them correctly enrolled: aps oe 

A joint resolution for the relief of John G. Tod. 

A pir ea | to an act incorporating the city of Hous. 
ton; an 2 

A joint resolution complimentary to col. Jehn H. Moore and 
his men: - 

And also, that the above bills have been presented to his ex- 
cellency, the president, for his approval or rejection, 


W. D. MILLER, One of com't, 


Which report was adopted. 

A bill to provide for the relocating certain lands therein 
mentioned; 

Read second time, and, on motion of mr. Williamson, 

Was laid on the table. 

A. bill supplementary to an act prohibiting the location of 
fraudulent land certificates’, &e., approved February 5th, 1840; 

Read third time— 

When mr, Hill read the petition of sundry citizens of Ro- 
bertson county, praying for relief from the embarrassments un- 
der the law for which this bill is a supplement. 

The question was then taken on the final passage of the bill, 
and carried, i 


Mr. Kaufman gave notice that he should file his protest, to- 
morrow morning, on the passage of a joint resolution requiring 
the president to receive into the service of the republic, one com- 
pany of volunteers, citizens of the county of San Patricio. 


A joint resolution providing for the election ofa board of 
travelling commissioners east of the Brazos, was taken up— 

The following amendment offered by the senate, was read: 

Be it further resolved, That the said commissioners when 
elected, shall meet on the third Monday of December, 1840, or 
as soon thereafter as practicable, at the seat of justice of Fannin 
county, and proeeed from thence to Red River, Harrison, Jef- 
ferson, Liberty, Galveston, Harris, Montgomery, Robertson and 
Houston counties in their respective order. 

Mr. Harrison moved to strike out all of the above amend- 
ment of the senate, after the word “ practicable.” 

The ayes and nayes were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Bell, Coles, Grigsby, 
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arrison, Hill, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, 
Smith of M. and Thomas—16. 

NAYES—Messrs. Barnett, Caldwell, Huling, Johns, fate 
mer; Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Smith of Brazoria, 
Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and William- 
son—15. WVarried, 

The question was then taken on the aipin of the follow- 
ing amendment offered by the senate: 

Be it further resolved, That this joint resolution shall take 
effect from and after its passage; 

Was rejected. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment, to the first amend- 
ment of the senate, to come in after the word “practicable? 
“and proceed with their labors until they shall have completed 
the duties assigned them, in all the counties east of the Brazos, 
not already investigated. 

Which was rejected. 

On motion of mr. Haynie, the vote was reconsidered on the 
motion made by mr. Harrison, to strike out all after the word 
“practicable.” 

Mr. Van Zandt then moved the house concur in the amend- 

B in its original form as offered by the senate. 

he ayes and nayes were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, Huling, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Roberts, Smith of B., Thomas Thatcher, Usher, Yan Ness, Van 
Zandt, Wright and Williamson—21. 

NAY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Coles, Grigsby, 
omron Hill, Haigler, Miller, Reily, Shaw, and Smith of 
M.—1 : 

The amendment was adopted. 


On motion of mf. Haynie the vote was reconsidered on the’ 


tejection of the last amendment offered by the senate. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and carried. 

A joint resolution to inform the senate of the appointment of 
a committee oftwelve, on the part of the house, to investigate 
the different departments and bureaux of this government, and 
requesting the appointment of a like pompte on the part of 
the senate, 

Was taken up. 
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Mr. Harrison moved the resolution lay on the table. Lost, 
On motion of mr. Hill, the resolution was indefinitely post- 
oned. 
? A bill to authorize the organization of one company of 
mounted gunmen, in certain frontier counties, and defining 
their duties and privileges. 
Was read second time by ifs caption, and 
Referred to the committee on military affairs. 
A joint resolution for the relief of the legal heirs of Cullen 
Spivey, deceased, 
Read second time, and 
Ordered to be engrossed. 
A joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Scurlock and Sidney 
Yan Bibber, 
Was read second time. 
Qn motion of mr. Miller, Sidney Van. Bibber’s name was 
stricken out. 
Mr. Smith, of M., offered the following amendment: ‘this re- 
solution shall take effect from and after its passage,’ 
Which was adopted. 
A bill better to define the boundaries of the county of Travis, 
‘Was read by its caption second time, and ; 
On motion of mr. Caldwell, was referred to a special commit- 
tee, consisting of messrs, Caldwell, Haynie, Blow and Van 
Ness. i 
A substitute for a bill to prescribe the mode of obtaining cer- 
tificates of head right claims, and, also, of receiving the addi- 


tional proof required by Jaw, of the second and third class of 
claimants, 


Was read, and ` "a 


On motion, wasrecommitted to the committee on public lands, 
A bill granting a donation of land to actual settlers, on ot 
near the military road on the northern frontier, as a substitute 
for a bill, entitled. a ‘bill reserving certain land on the military 


road, running from Red river to the Nueces, not located, for the 
location of actual settlers,’ 


Was read and adopted, 

Mr. Johns offered the following amendment : insert before 
the words ‘south side,’ in section first, the words ‘north and,’ 

Mr. Harrison moved the bill lieon the table. Lost. 


On motion of mr. Williamson, the bill was recommitted to 
the committee on public lands. 


421 os 


Mr. Haynie, by leave, presentcd the petition of the chief 


justice of the county of Travis, and sundry other citizens of 
said county, praying congress to devise‘some eflicient means 
for the support of discharged soldiers, who are unable to pro- 
vide for themselves,’ 

Which was referred to the committeé’on military affairs. 

Mr. Menefee, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of Freeman George, late assessor of the county of Co- 
lorado, 

Whieh was read frst time. «| 

Mr. Menefee moved the rule be suspended. Lost. 

‘Tne committee on county boundaries, Haigler, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of the coun- 
ties of Colorado and Matagorda, praying for the establishment 
ofa new county, 

Reported by bill, 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

On motion of mr. Huling, mr. Johns was added to the com- 
mittee on public lands. 

Mr. Usher, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president be reqnested to furnish, this 
hous: with copies of all correspondence, secret or otherwise, 
now in his possession, touching our relations with the Mexican 
government, 

Which was read, and laid on the table fer one day. 

Ou motion of mr. Van Ness, the rule was stispended that’ 
prohibits the reconsideration of the vote, after twenty-four hours 
have expired, * 

On motion of mr. Van Ness, the vote was reconsidered on the 
passage of a ‘bill establishing fves of office, and-for other pyr- 
poses,’ and. 

Bill recommitted to the judiciary committee. 

A bill making appropriations for the payment for horses lost 
in the public service, 

Was read second time, and’ 

On motion, was indefinitely postponed. 

_ Mr. Wright moved the house adjourn till to-morrow morn- 
ing nine o'clock. 

The ayes and nayes were called far and stood thus: 

AY ES— Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, 
Coles, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, 
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Menard, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith, of Brazoria, 
‘Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson—23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Grigsby, Hanison, Hiling, Hill, 
Johns, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Smith, of Montgomery, Thomas 
and Usher—12. i 


The house adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow morning, 


- 


Farpay, Nov. 20th; 1840. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, the following members atiswered to 
their names, viz : : 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustine, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Bell, 

aldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, 
Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, 
Menard, Miller, Parker,Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, 
‘Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness,Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present, 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted, and 

The house proceeded to business. 

Mr. Houston presented the petition ot Jas. W. Parker, pray- 
ing for the privilege of introducing four thousand soldiers into 
‘Texas; 

Which was read, and referred to the committee on public 
lands. ; 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of sundry citizens of Austin 
praying for the relief of John F. De Lorme; 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
republic. 

The judiciary committee, Van Zandt chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill to provide for an annual adjourned session of 
the supreme court, in the eastern section of the republic: . 

Reported the same back to the house with amendments, and 
recommended its passage; 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. os 

T'he committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
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supplementary to an act to provide for the punishment of crimes 
and misdemeanors committed by slaves and tree persons of 
color: 

Reported the same back to the house without amendment, and 
recommended its passage; 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
creating a sytem of bankruptcy, and regulating the collection 
of foreign debts: 

Reported the same back to the house with amendments, and 
recommended its passage; 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on public lands, Porter chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of Thos. G. Gordon: 

' Reported by bill for the relief of Thos. G. Gordon; 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

The committee on engrossed bills, Huling chairman, 

Reported that they had examined a joint resolution for the 
relief of the legal heirs of Cullen Spivey, deceased; and find the 
same correctly engrossed; 

Which report was adopted. 

‘Lhe select committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
the Mayor of Victoria in behalf of the corporation of that town, 
praying for permission to appropriate certain {unds to the im- 
provement of the navigation of‘ the Gaudalupe river: and also, 
the bill providing for the application of said funds to the object 
indicated in said petition; 

Reported, the same back to the house, and recommended the 
passage of the bill; 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Bien = Ness offered the following. resolution, which was 
ado pted:— 

Resolved, that, the committee on finance be instructed to en- 
quire into the expediency ef allowing an extension of time for 
the payment of taxes upon lands surveyed under authority of 
this government, and not yet patented: and also, the expediency 
of permitting the holders of such lands to pay the taxes at the 
treasury department. i 
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te house proceeded to the business on the speaker's table, 
ana tne : 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to regulate the public printing; _ 

Was read by its caption, and recommitted to the committee 
on printing. 

A Dill to provide for relocating certain lands therein men- 
tioned; 

Was read second time. 

On motion of mr. Latimer, the words “six moths” in the Ist 
section were stricken. 

i Mr. Caldwell moved to fill the blank with “ three months,” 
St. 

Mr. Porter moved to fill the blank with “ ten days,” Lost. 

Ar. Latimer moved to fill the blank with “ thirty days.” Lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment which was 
adpted:— 

Insert after the words “ shall have,” the words “three months 
after the passage of this act.” 

The question was then taken on the engrossment of the bili, 
and lost. l 

And the bill was rejected. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the legal heirs of Cullen 
Spivey, deceased; 

Was read third time, and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Scurlock; 

Yas read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A resolution requesting the president to furnish this- house 
with alf correspondence, secret or otherwise, in his possession 
touching our relations with the Mexican government, 

_ Was taken up, read and adopted. 

A bill to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda and 
Colorado for judicial and other purposes; 

Wes read second time, and on motion of mr. Haynie, 

Laid en the table. 

A joint resolution for the relief Freeman George; 

Was read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to organize certain portions of Liberty county for judi- 
cial ond other purposes; 

Was read by its caption, and referred to the committee on 
county boundaries, 
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A bill to discontinue certian ports of entry, and to establish 
instead thereof a port of entry to be called port Calhoun; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. . 

A bill to repeal certain parts or potions of an act entitled ‘an 
act concerning executions; ’ 

Was read second time, and referred to the judiciary com- 
mittee. 

A resolution requiring the secretary of the treasury to retain 
the eight per cent. bonds now on hand in his department, until 
otherwise directed by law. 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on 
finance. 

A bill to repeal a certain act therein named; 

as read second time, and referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. ' . 

A bill repealing the 6th section of an aet ‘to detect fraudn- 
lent land c ‘ttificates’ passed Jan. 29th, 1840; 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on 
public lands. 

A bill to repeal the Ist, 2nd and Ath sections of the law to 
provide for the return ot surveys; for the collection of govern- 
ment dues on land, and for other purposes; 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on 
public lands. 

A bill to provide for holding an annual adjourned session of 
the supreme court in the eastern section of the republic, was 
taken up— 

The question was taken on the adoption of the substituts 
offered by the judiciary committee; 

And carried, and substitute read second time. 

On motion of mr. Harrison, the word ‘ Trinity’ was stricken 
out, and ‘ Brazos’ inserted. 

Mr. Harison offered the following amendment: : 

Strike out < Nacogdoches in Nacogdoches county,’ and insert 
‘Crockett in Houston county, 

The ayes and nayes were called for on its adoption, and 


ey ae 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Bell, Coles, Ensworth, Harrison, 
Hill, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Menard, Robeits, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith ot M., Thomas, Thatcher, and Wright—17. 


NAN ES Messrs: Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Cald- 
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weil, Grigsby, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Latimer, M urchison, 
Miller, Parkur, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Smith of B., Van Ness, 
VanZandt, and s¥illiamson—20. 

Phe amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Augustin offered the following amendment:— 

Strike out ¢ Nacogdoches in Nacogdoches county,’ and insert 
t San Augustine in San Augustine county.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption and 

stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Barnett, Bell, Ensworth, Harri- 
son, Houston, Haigler, Latimer, Rogers and Smith of M.—1l1. 

NAYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Huling Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Me- 
nard, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, 
Smith, of Bọ Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Wil-~ 
liamson—26. i 

The ameniment was rejecied. 

Mr. Van Zindt moved the bill be engrossed— 

Mr. Augustin moved the indefinite postponement of the bill; 

"Ihe ayes and nays were called for, ang stood thus: 

AYEHS—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Bell, Ensworth, Harrison, 
Haigler, Lann, Menard, Parker, Shaw. and Thatcher—11. 

NAYES~—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Huling, Houston, Mayuie, Johns, Latimer, Murchison, 
Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith, of 
B., Smith, of M., Thomas, Yan Ness, Van Zandt, Wright 
and Williamson—2z25. 

The motion was lost. © 

Mr. Hill was excused from voting. - 

On motion of mr. Hill, the vote was reconsidered on the 
adoption ef the amendment to strike out ¢ Trinity,’ and insert 
t Brazos., ° 

Mr: Harrison then moved to strike out “Trinity,’ and insert 
t Neches; ’ 

Which was lost. , 

T'he question was then taken on the engrossment of the bill, 
and carried. i l 

A bill supplementary to an act to provide for the punish- 


” 


- ment of crimes and misdemeanors, committed by slaves and 


free persons of color, 
Was read second time, and 
Ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill to provide for the navigation of the Guadalupe river, 

Was read second time, and 

Ordered to b2 engrossed. i 

Mr. Menard, by icave, introduced a ‘bill to better define the 
bonndaries of the county of Galveston,’ 

Which was read first time. 

On moiion of mr. Houston, the house went into secret ses- 
sion, for the purpose of removing the injunctions of secrecy 
from off the procecdings, &c., of the last congress in secret 
session; 

After sometime spent therein, the doors were opened. 

The undersigned members, availing themselves of the pri- 
vilege allowed them by the constitution, offered their protest 
against the passage of the ‘joint resolution requiring the Presi- 
dent to receive into the service of the republic, one company of ` 
volunteers, citizens of the county of San Patricio.’ 

The undersigned members of the House of Representatives 
of the fifth Congress, availing themselves of their constitutional 
privilege, hereby enter their solemn protest against the passage 
of the above resolution. We are impelled to do this, not from 
a merc empty show, but because we believe that the foregoing 
resolution is impolitic, inexpedient, and opposed to the best in- 
terests of the nation. We cannot see a prec dent of such char- 
acter established, without showing to the people we represent, 
that we were in no wise accessary thereto, and we only regret, 
that our protest cannot save the country fiom its injurious ten- 
dency. We are among those who hold that a retrenchment, 
instead of an increase of cur expenditures, should characterize 
our legislative proceedings, aud that the first dawning of ex- 
travagance should be put under the ban of reprobation. 

Anxious as we all are to see ovr frontier extended, yet we 
feel that in our present almost baukrupt condition, ıt is worse 
than folly to attempt to furnish men with arms, ammunition, 
provisious, rations and transportation, to induce them to settle 
places that are now deserted. 'Ttis has never yet been done 
by Texas, when her promises were worth eighty, fifty, or thirty 
cents in the dollar, and we feel that itis the hcight of error to 
attempt to da so now, when they are only worth sixteen cents 
‘inthe dollar. , 

- We hold that our plighted faith requires us first to pay ouf 
“public debts, before we lend our remaining depreciated credit 
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to private or local purposes. It we furnish the necessaries of 
life to one frontier county, why should we not do so fo all 
others ? 

Where would this policy end? It would lead us at once into’ 
the gulf of national bankruptcy, and ‘BROKEN FAITH,’ in large 
and legible characters, will tarnish our national escuicheon. 

Deprecating this biil as a precedent, and as a species of extra- 
vagance which has, for the First time, received legislativesanc- 
tion, we are, therefore, induced to enter our protest against it. 

DAVID S. KAUFMAN, MOSES F. ROBERTS, 

R. M. WILLIAMSON, H. W. AUGUSTINE, 


P. USHER, SAM HOUSTON, 
JNO. P. COLES. M. B. MENARD, 

3. S. BARNETT, C. C. ARNETT, 
THOS. B. HULING, G. A. PARKER, 

T, PILLSBURY, BEN. F. SMITH, - 
JNO. S. BELL, JOSEPH GRIGSBY. 


Representatives’ Ball, Nov. 19th, 1840. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House thet they had passed a bill changing the name of Lydia 
Anu Chapman, to Mary Ann Chapman Wilson; also, 

A bill for the relief of the purchasers of Austin city and 
out lots; and, also, ; 

A joint resolution extending the time for the collection of 
taxes. 

The injunction of secrecy being removed, 

Mr. Hill moved that one hundred and fifty copies of the Pre- 
sident’s message, his veto message, and all the accompanying 
documents relative to the negociation of a loan, and adjustment 
of our difficusties with Mexico, communicated to the House of 
Representatives of the fourth Congress, in secret session ; to- 
gether with the journals, acts and resolutions of the House of 
Representatives, relative to the same subject, in secret session, 
be printed for the use of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Haynie moved that two hundred copies be printed. Lost, 

Mr. Bell moved that five hundred copies be printed. Lost. 

The ayes and nays were called for on mr. Hill’s motion 
to have one hundred and fifty copies printed, and stood thus ; 

AY ES—Messrs, Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Huling, HIH, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, 
Johus, Lann, Murchison, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
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Rogers, Shaw, Smith, of B, Smith, of M., Thomas, Thatcher, 
Van Zandt, Wright and Wil.iamson—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Harrison, Latimar, Menard, Balk r- 
and Parker—6. i 
The motion was carried, and one hundred and fifty copies 
ordered to be printed. i 
Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution, - ! 
Which was adopted. 
Resolved, That the journals of the seeret session of last ses- i 
sion, with the resolutions there aud ther passed, shall be priut- | 
i 

| 


Shee ee te Mew mines 


Tie inten iniia aaaeaii 
ween me se eae 


ed and appended to the journals of this session. 

The Honse went into committee of the whole on the state of 
republic, on a communication from the State Department, in- 
closing the correspondence of that department with our loan 
commissioner, Gen. Hamilton. 

Mr. Van Zandt was called to the chair. | 

After a short time spent therein, the committee arcse and re- 
ported the papers back to the house, and recommended their 
reference to the finance committee; 

Report adopted. j 
On motion of mr. Harrison, a ‘bill to sectionize and seil the 
land formerly reserved for and occupied by the Cherokee In- 4 
dians, and make appropriations to carry into effect said act, was 

taken up and read, and 

On motion, reférred to the eommittee on pnblic lands, 

A bill creating a system of bankruptcy, snd regulaung the 
collection of foreign debts, was taken up, and 

On motion of mr. Van Ness, was made the special order of 
the day for Friday next, the 27th inst. 

A message was ‘received from theSenate, informing the Hous 
of the passage of a ‘bill to protect assemblies of religious wor: 
ship, with the following additional section: 

‘ Be it further enacted, That hereafter it shall not be lawful 
for any person or persons, to sell or otherwise dispose of, at or Ca 
hear any camp meeting, association, or any other religions a 
meeting, during the continnance. of such meeting, any spiritu- , p 
ous liguors, or any other thing whereby said meeting may be : 
disturbed, and any person or persons, violating this “act, shal} ‘ 
be liable to the penalties prescribed in the preceding sectiou : ! 
Provided, That nothing in this act shall le so construed as to 
prevent any person from selling cider, Leer, cakes and fruits, a$ 
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a distance of two hundred yards‘from such meeting; and, pro- 
vided, moreover, that this law shall not operate upon such per- 
` sons as actually reside within one of such meetings, and who 
have obtained and hold a license for retailing. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the additional 
section offered by the Senate, and carried. 

Mr. Houston then moved the reconsideration of the vote on 
the adoption of said section. Carried. 

Mr. Porter moved the amendment be rejected. Lost. ; 

Mr. Parker moved the House adjourn until 9 o’clock to-inor- 
row morning. Lost. - 

Mr. Latimer moved that the bill now under discussion be 
laid on the table; 

Which was lost. 

On motion of mr, Hill, the first proviso in the additional sec- 
lion offered by the Senate, was stricken out. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the section, 
as amended by the Héuse, and carried. 

A joint resolution extending the time for the collection of 
taxes, &c., 

Which was read first time. 

On motion of mr. Van Ness, the rule was suspended, and 

The resolution read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on finance. 

A bill changing the name of Lydia Ann Chapman, to Mary 
Ann Chapman Wilson, 

Was read first time. 

A bill for’ the relief of the purchasers of Austin city and 
out lots, 

Was read first time. > 

On motion of mr. Miller, the house adjourned until nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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SATURDAY, Nov. 21, 1840. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
; Prayer by the-chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
- to their names, viz; — 
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Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Bell,- Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hagler, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Parker, Reily, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith, of Brazoria; Smith, of Montgomery, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt and Williamson. 

Mr. Barnett presented the petition of James T. White, prey- 
ing Congress to pass a law; making a child by the name of 
Ananda Snody, his legal Heir and representative, by adop- 
tion, &c , 

Which was read, and : : 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Also, the petilidi of James S. Ridgeway, praying for a grant 
of land, 

Which was referred to the committee on elaims and ac- 
counts, 

Also, a certificate of Capt. James McKim, certifying that a 
certain sorrel mare, the property of Jonathan H. Ridgeway, 
was killed in the Jate campaign against the Indians, and that 
said mare was valued and appraised at the sum of four hundred 
and fifty dollars, &c., 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of B. M. Carr, praying 
for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 7 

Mr. Wright presented the petition of Bridget Fadden, pray- 
ing for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

, The committee an the judiciary, Van Zandt, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to secure persons in their just rights, 

Reported, That they were informed that a bill was now under 
consideratian, by a special committee, having the same objects 
in view, and report the bill back to the House, and recommend- 
ed its reference to the special committee appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of forthwith issuing patents, &c., 

Which report was received, and bill recommitted to said spe- 
cial committee. ` 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 


to amend an act, entitled an act to regulate proceedings in civil 
suits, - 
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Renorted the samè back to the house, with amendments, and 
yecommended its passage; l 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. , 
_ The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
eoncerning the writ of sequestration, 

Reported the same back to the House without amendments, 
and recommended its passage; 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a re- 


-solution, with instructions to inquire into the «xpediency of 


abolishing the present system of probate courts, and establish- 
ing a more just, plain and economical code, by which the estates 
of the deceased may be settled more expeditiously, with less 
trouble and expense to the people, and less detiiment tothe or- 
phan, &c., &e., 

Reported that they had had if same under consideration, 
and are of opinion that the present system, as arranged at the 
last session of t ‘ongress, is well adapted to secure the rights of 
parties, and that they can suggest but [little improvement, save 
a reduction of some of the fees, as now allowed to judges of 
probate courts; but havinga fee bill under consideration, deem 
it unnecessary to deliberate further upon said resolution; 

Which report was adopted. 

The commiitee on public lands, Porter, chairman, to whom 
was referred a joint resolution granting a league of land to the 
heirs of Jesse ‘I hompson, deceased, i 

Reported favorable to the resolution, and recommended its 
passage; 

Which report was received, and resolution laid on the table, 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on public lands, ito whom was referred the 
petition of Wm. B. Sweeny, praying for a patent to land, &c., 

Reporied unfavorable to the petitioner, 

Which report was adopted. 

The commiitee on public lands, to whom was referred a ‘bill 
to carry into effect the provisions of the tenth section of the 
general provisions of the constitution, and to prepare for the 
final adjustment of land titles,’ 

Reported a substitute for the same, and recommended the re- 
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ference of the original and substitute, to the joint committee of 
the two houses; 
Which report was adopted, 


_ The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a bill 
repealing the sixth section of an act to detect fraudulent land 
certificates, passed 29th January, 1840, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was reterred the 
petition of James W. Parker, praying Congress to authorize 
him to raise not exceeding four thousand men, without cost to 
the government, ‘and praying a conditional grant to each man 
of six hundred and forty acres of the public domain, to be lo- 
cated north of the trace leading to Missouri from Santa Fé: 
Provided, within twenty months from date, he produced to the ` 
officers of this government, a ratized treaty with the prairie 
Indians, &c., 

Reported, that they deem it inexpedient to grant the prayers 
of the petitioner. 

The ayes and nayes were called for on the adoption of the 
above rej ort, and stood thus, viz: 

AYES —Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Parker, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Bra- 
zoria, Smith of Montgomery, ‘Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson—32, 

NAYS—Messrs. Menard, Miller and Thomas—3. 

Which report was adopted. 


The committee on engrossed bills, reperted that they had ex- 
amined the following bills and resolutions: 

‘A bill to discontinue and abolish certain ports of entry, and 
to establish instead thereof, a por: of entry to be called Port 
Calhoun?’ : , , 

A joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Scurlock? 

‘A joint resolution for the relief of Freeman George, late as- 
sessor of the county of Colorado; 

‘A bill supplementary to an act to provide for the punishment 
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of crimes and misdemeanors, committed by slaves and free per. 
sons of color; 

‘A bill to provide for holding an annual adjourned session of 
the supreme court, in theeastern section of the republic}? and 

‘A bill te provide for the navigation of the Guadalupe river, 

And find them correctly engrossed. 

THOMAS B. HULING, ch’m. 

Which report was adopted. í 

On motion of mr. Caldwell, mr. Augustin was excused from 
further service, as chairman of the printing committee. 

The special committee, Murchison, chairman, to whom was 
referred the petition of Norman Woods, 

Reported by a ‘joint resolution for the relief of Norman 
W oods;’ 

Which report was received, and 

Resolution read first time. 

Mr. Johns moved that the vote be reconsidered, removing 
the injunction of secresy from off the journals, documents and 
proceedings of the last congress, relative to the negotiation of a 
loan, and the adjustment of the difficulties with Mexico, whilst 
in secret session. 

Mr. Van Ness moved the House go into secret session. 

‘The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: ` 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Latimer, Menefee, 
Reily, Smith, of Brazoria, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Wright 
and Williamson—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Ensworth, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Mun- 
chison, Menard, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogeis, 
Shaw, Smith, of Montgomery, and Thomas—22, - 

‘The House refused to go into secret session. 

Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced a ‘joint resolution for remov- 
ing the injunction of secrecy, imposed by the fourth Congress 
in secret. session, relative to the loan and the acknowledgment 
of our independence with Mexico, &c., 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved that the vote be reconsidered on the 
adoption of the resolution for printing one hundred and fifty 
copies of the journals, and other documents of the last Con- 
gress, relative to the loan and adjustment of difficulties, &c., 


with Mexico, whilst in secret session. -E 
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The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Coles, /insworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Muller, 


Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith, of Brazoria,’ 


Thomas, ‘Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and 
Williamson—22, 

NAYS—Messtrs. Bell, Hill and Smith, of Montgomery—3. 

The vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. Hill gave notice that he should enter his protest against 
the above vote. , 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five, be appointed to 
select such portions of the secret communications of the Presi- 
dent and agents of this government, and journals of this House, 
ın secret session, as may be deemed prudent to publish, and to 
consider of the propriety af withholding from publication such 
portions of the same as may relate to the overtures of Texas 
made to Mexico; and that the public printers be requested not 
to publish any portions of the same, without the instructions of 
this House. 

Mr. Hill moved to strike ont all after the word Mexico. Lost. 

A message was received from his excellency the President, by 
his private secretary, W. H. Sandusky. F 

The ayes and nayes were called for on the adoption of the 
resolution offered by Mr. Van Zandt, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 
Caldwell, Coles, Knsworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hous- 
ton, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchi- 


son, Menard, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, 


Smith, of Brazoria, ‘Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt, Wright and Williamson—3a4. 

NA YES—Messrs. Bell, Hill, Porter and Smith, of Mont- 
gomery—4. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Messrs. Van Zandt, Miller, Reily, Pillsbury and Usher, were 
appointed said committee of five. 

A communication from his excellency, the President, in an- 
swer to a resolution of the house, requiring copies of the cor- 
respondence of our agent, J. Treat, Esq., at Mexico; together 
with the memoranda of mr. Treat’s correspondence to the 
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government of Mexico; also copies of the correspondence of mr. 
‘Treat to this government; 
Were read, as also the following communications copied be- 
low, from his excellency and from the state department. 
Execurive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Nov. 21, 1840. ? 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sir—The resolution of the House of representatives of the 
20th instant, calling on me for a copy of ALL correspondence, 
secret or otherwise, touching our relations with Mexico, has 
been received. 

If Congress should desire the information required in a 
shorter period than stated in the accompanying letter from the 
State Department, or feel unwilling to incur the additiodal ex- 
pense of the additional clerks, I should deem it expedient to ap- 
point a committee to examine the documents, and report to Con- 
gress on the same. 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
' November 21, 1840. ? 
Sir—The resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
20th instant, calling upon your Excellency for a copy of all 
correspondence, secret or otherwise, touching our relations with 
Mexico, is at hand. f 
I have the honor to inform you that in consequence of its 
beingso very voluminous,that with the addition of three assistant 
clerks, over the number now employed in the department, it 
cannot be furnished in a much shorter time than two weeks. 
1l have the honor to be, 
Your Excelleney’s most o’bt ser’vt, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
To his Excellency, Sec’ry of State. 
Mirabeau B. Lamar. 


On motion of Mr. Houston, the above communications were 

referred to the finance committee. a | 
A bill to provide for holding an annual adjourned session of l 

of the supreme court in the eastern section of the Republic; 
Was read third time— 
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On motion of Mr. Usher, the vote was recousidered on the 
insertion of ‘ Nacogdoches in Nacogdoches county.’ 

Mr. Harrison moved the rule he suspended that prohibits bills 
being amended on their third and final reading. 

Mr. Bell moved that the words ‘Shelbyville in oe coun- 
ty’ be inserted in the blank that was now in the bill. 

Mr. Lill moved the bill be laid on the table. Lost. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Harrison’s motion to 
suspend the rule, and carried. 

Mr. Harrison moved the vote be reconsidered on the stiiking 
out the word ‘ Brazos,’ and inserting ‘ Trinity.’ 

eo ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and stood 
thus:— 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin/ Bell; Coles, Ensworth, Harrison, 
Haigler, Latimer, Menard, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of M., Usher, Van Ness and ‘Wright—16. 

NAYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Men- 
efee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith ot B., 
Thomas, Thatcher, Van Zandt and Williamson—22 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Williamson offvred the following as a substitute for the 
above named bill, now under consideration: 

‘That the supreme court of the republic of Texas shall com- 
mence and hold its annual session at the town of Washington 
on the first Mogday of June in each and every year, and may 
continue in session until the first day of August next succeed- 
ing, and no longer; 

“Which was rejected. 

Mr. Haynie moved the indefinite postponement of the bill— 

The Speaker decided his motion was out of order. 

The ayes and nayes were taken on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell; Coles, 
Grigsby, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Smith of B., 
Smith of M. Van Ne-s, Van Zandt, and Williamson—22, 

NAYES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Bell, Ensworth, Harri- 
son, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Parker, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher and W right—16, 

The bil! passed. 
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The committee on enrolled bills; 

Reported that they have examined the following joint reso. 
lution, viz: 

A joint resolution providing for the election of a board of 
travelling commissioners east ot the Brazos; 

And find the same correctly enrolled, and presented it to the 
President for his approval on the 20th instant. 

G. W. HILL, One of com't. 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the rule was suspended which pro. 
hibits the reconsideration of a vote after twenty-four hours shall 
have expired. 

Mr. Porter then moved the reconsideration of the vote adopt- 
ing the report of the commpttee on public lands, on the petition 
of J. Belden, and that the petition be recommitted to the com. 
mittee on public lands; 

Which was carried. 

Mr. Haynie, by leave, presented the petition of Thos. W. 
“Ward, mayor of the city of Austin, and James W. Smith, chief 
justice of Travis county, praying Congress to amend the license 
jaw so as to allow persons to take out quarterly license, &c. 

Which was referred to the judiaciry committee. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock, Monday morning. 
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Monpay, November 23, 1840. 


The, house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustine, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Bell, 
‘Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, 
Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, Smith 
of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt and Williamson. 

A quorum present, 
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The journal of Saturday was read and adopted, and 

The house proceeded to business. 

Mr. Barnettt presented the petition of Augustus Hotchkiss, 
praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts 
without reading. i 

Mr. Miller presented the petition of Philip Howard, admin- 
istrator of John Hibbens, deceased, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts 
without reading. 

Hon. J. S. Mayfield, representative from Nagogdoches, pre- 
sented his credentials, took the oath and his seat. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
substitute for a bill granting a donation ofland to actual settlers. 
on or near the military road on the northern frontier; 

Reported the same back to the House, accompanied by a bill 
as a sub-substitute for the bill named. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr: Haigler, chairman of the committee on county bounda- 
ries,to whom was referred an act organizing a certain part of the 
county of Liberty forjudicial and other purposes; 

Reported that they had examined said bill, and beg leave to 
offer a substitute for the same, which accompanies the original, 
and recommend its adoption. - 

Also, to whom was referred a petition from sundry citizens 
of the town of Columbia; 

Report a bill to exempt the citizens of West Columbia from 
the provisions of an ‘act incorporating the town ot Columbia, 
passed Dec. 29, 1837. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of a bili to repeal a portion of an act for creating 
funds for the support of government for the year 1840. 

The special committee, to whom was referred the claims of 
David Sample, late the cammissioner to run the boundary line 
between this government and the United States; 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
reference to the committee on the state of the Republic. - 

WM. N. PORTER, Chairn. 

Which report was adopted.’ 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: — : 
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* Whereas, the Republic of Texas is geographically situated 
between the state of Louisiana on the east, and the states of 
Mexico on the west, in all of which the civil law more or less 
obtains; and whereas, this position of the Republic is such as 
necessarily fo insure an extensive intercourse and valuable 
commerce with those states; and whereas, the civil was the 
prevailing system of law in the territory now included in the 
Republic before its separation from the Mexican conlederacy; 
and whereas, all our most numerous and inportant interests 
vested under, and mnst be adjudicated in accordance with the 
same, therefore, 

Resolved, that the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to enquire whether the present and future interests of the Re- 
public do not demand the establishment of an uniform system 
of law, adapted to our national condition and destiny, and into 
the expediency of introducing the civil law as such system. 

Mr. Huliug offered the following’ resolution which was 
adopted:— 

Resolved that the Senate be invited to meet the House this 
after-noon at three o’clock, in the Representatives’ hall, for the 
purpose of electing three land commissioners to examine the 
claims east of the Brazos river. 

The Speaker directed the clerk to furnish the Senate with the 
above resolution. 

Mr. Menard, by leave. presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of the Republic of Texas, praying Congress to incorporate 
by law an institution of learning to be located in or near the 
eity of Galveston, to be called and known by the corporatename 
ofthe Galveston University. 

Which was referre.{ to the committee on education. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted:— 

Resolved’ that the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
toenquire into the expediency of altering and changing the 
return and trial terms of the District courts of this Republic, 
aud limiting the same to the appearance term. 

Mr. Thatcher offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted:— 

Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed to wait on 
the Hon. Mr. Flood, charge de affaires from the United States 
of North America, near this government, and to invite him to 
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take a seat with within the bar of this House, whenever it may 
suit his convenience to do so. 

‘The speaker appointed Messrs. Thatcher, Van Ness and 
Mayfield said committee. 

Mr. Hill, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to an act 
to detect fraudulent land certificates, &c., passed Jan, 1840. 

Which was read first time. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Porter, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Porter offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that from and after the second Monday in Decem- 
ber next, the House of Representatives will receive no new busi- 
ness unless by the consent of two-thirds ofthe House. ` 

Mr. Hill moved the resolution be laid on the table. Lost. 

On motion of mr. Hill- the resolution was made the special 
order of the day for Saturday next. 

Mr. Bell, by leave, introduced a bill granting license to cer- 
tain gaming tables or banks; 

. Whieh was read first time. 

+ A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that a resolution, from the House, inviting the Senate to meetthe 
House in the hall of Representatives this after noon,at 3o0’clock, 
for the purpose of electing three land commissioners to examine 
ihe claims east of the Brazos; 

Had passed the Senate by a substitute as an amendment, and 
requesting the concurrence of the House in the same: 

_ Also, informing the House of the rejection of a joint resolu- 

‘tion repealing the 18th joint rule of the two houses, 

Mr. Hill, pursuant to a notice given, presented a protest sign- 
ed by mr. Bell and himself; profesting against the vote recon- 
sidering the vote on the resolution ordering the printing of one 
hundréd and fitty copies of the journals, &c. of the secret ses- 
sion of last Congress, relating to the loan and adjustment of 
difficulties with Mexico. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: — 

Resolved, that the gentleman from Robertson have leave to 
withdraw the protest offerered to be spread upon the journals 
of this House. 

The Speaker decided that the adoption of the above resolu- 
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tion, was, in effect, the rejection of messrs. Hill and Bells 
protest. 

Mr. Hill then appealed to the House, from the decision of 
the Chair. k 

The ayes and nays were called for on the question whether 
the House would sustain the Chair in its decision and stood 
thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth,Grigsby. 
Huling, -Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Menard, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Rogers 
Smith, of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and 
Williamson—24. 

NAYES—Messrs. Augustin, Bell, Harrison, Hill, Miller, 
Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw Smith of M., and Usher—Ii1 

The Chair was sustained in its decision, and the protest of 
messrs. Bell and Hill was rejected. 


A resolution from the Senate informing the House that in 
accordance with the 18th joint rule of the two houses, they 
would praceed to the election of three commissioners, for the 
travelling board, east of the Brazos, at three o'clock this 
evening; 

Was read, and concurred “in by the House. 

On motion of mr. Haynie, the House adjourned until three 
o’clock, p. m. 


‘THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met, 
The roll was called, and a quorum present, 
The House proceeded to the election of a board of travelling 
commissioners for the district east of the Brazos. 


Mr. Porter nominated Hamlin L. Williams. 
£ Grigsby nominated Nathan Holbut. 
« Latimer nominated Charles H. Raymond. 
& Thomas nominated Sydney Sherman. 
« Houston nominated Benjamin Robinson. 


A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that messrs. Hamlin Williams, Sydney Sherman, Nathan Hol- 
but and Charles H. Raymond had been nominated by the Se- 
nate for the land commissioners east of the Brazos. 

Messrs. Reily, Smith of B. and Miller were excused from 
voting. i 
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The House proceeded to vote ‘ viva voce,’ the result of which 
as as follows:— 


Mr. Hamlim L. Willams received, - - 28 votes. 
« Nathan Holbut “6 : - - 17 & 
« Charles H. Raymond “ - - 27 u 
¢ Sydney Sherman i - - - 8 «& 
“ Benjamin Robinson 6 ~ 13 « 


A message from the Senate, informing the House of the re- 
ult of the election in that chamber. 
SENATE CHAMBER, Nov. 23d, 1840. 
othe hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Sir—Below is the result of the balloting for a board of tra- 
velling commissioners, east of the Brazos, viz: 


Hamlin Williams, ~ - - 12 votes. 
Sydney Sherman, - n - 6 « 
Nathan Holbut, - - - 10 « 
Chas. H. Raymond, - ~ 3 «“ 
Benj. Robinson, - - - 5 í 
' DAVID G. BURNET, Pres’t of Senate. 
Joun D. McLeon, sec’y of Senate. 
RECARITULATION. 
Hamlin L. Williams, received - 40 votes. 
Nathan Holbut, cc ~ 27 “ 
Chas. H. Raymond, ee - 30 & 
Sydney Sherman, a - l4 * 
Benj. Robinson, a - 18 « 


Messrs. Williams, Holbert and Raymond, having received a 
majority of all the votes given by the two Houses of Congress, 
the Speaker declared them duly and constitutionally elected 
board of travelling commissioners for the district east of the 

razos. 

A message was received from his excellency the President, 
through his private secretary, W. H. Sandusky. 

Mr. Smith, of Montgomery, at his request, was excused from 
further service as chairman of the committee on post offices and 
post roads. 

On motion of mr. Porter, mr. Mayfield was added to the 
committee on finance, on the state of the republic, and the 
judiciary. 

The following communication from his excellency the Pre- 
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sident, accompanied with a communication from the Quarter- 
master General; also, a communication from the war depart- 
ment, were taken up and read: 


ExxecuTivE DEPARTMENT, 
November 23, 1840. ? 
To the Senate and House of Representatives. 

Gentlemen—L herewith transmit to your hon. body, a report 
of a deficiency of funds in the Quartermaster’s department; 
either method suggested by the acting Quartermaster General, 
will meet the emergency. 

Dratts now against the Quartermaster’s department, and the 
supplies necessary for the contemplated campaign against the 
Indians reported to be embodied on the Upper Brazos, require 
the additional funds called for in the communication of Col. 


Cazneau. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. . 


Nov. 23, 1840. 
His excellency Mirabeau B. Lamar, Pres’t. 

Sir—I have the honor to transmit the accompanying report 
of a deficiency of funds in the Quartermasier’s Department, for 
your orders in the case, or reference to Congress, as your excel- 
lency may deem proper. 

I have the honor to be, 
With high respect, 
‘Your obedient servant, 

B. T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War. 
P. S. The Secretary of War being prevented by severe illness 

from signing his name, has ordered me to do so. 

i H. McLEOD, 

Adj’t and Insp’r General. 


War DEPARTMENT, ? 
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Austin, Nov, 19, 1840. 
Hon. Branch T. Archer, Sec’y of War. 
Sir—l regret to inform you that the appropriation for this 
department is exhausted, in consequence, partly, of the depre- 
ciation of our currency below its value at the time the esti- 
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mates were made, and partly by disbursements for volunteer, 
troops, not included in the estimates for the present year. Maj.” 
Howard’s orders to make a campaign on the Upper Brazos, can- 
not be complied with by the co-operation of this department 
without an additional appropriation is made or a transfer of the 
funds appropriated for cavalry pay, and unexpended by the pay 
department to the Quarter Master’s department, which would 
enable this department to despatch Major Howard’s command, 
and meet the demands against the same. All of which I most 
respectfully submit. 
Ihave the honor to be, 


ri With high respect, your ob’t serv’t, 
7 WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU; 
A Acting Quarter Master General.. 


a” 

On motion of mr. Smith, of Montgomery, the aboye com- 
munications were 

Referred to the committee on military affairs. 

The House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


| | A bill supplementary to an act to provide for the punishment 
of crimes and misdemeanors, committed by slaves and free per- 
sons of color, was 

Read third time, and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Scurlock, was 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill to discontinue certain ports of entry, and to establish 
instead thereof, a port of entry to be called Port Calhoun, was 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill to repeal a portion of an act for creating funds for the 
support of government, for the year 1840, was 

Read first time. + 

A joint resolution for the relief of Freeman George, was 

Read third time, and passed. 


A bill to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda and Co- 


lorado, for judicial and other purposes, 

Was read second time. , 

Mr. Menetee moved to fill the blank in the bill with the word 
‘Caney; also, in section third, insert after the words ‘district 
‘court’ ‘in the county of Colorado,’ 
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On motion, the bill was referred to the judiciary committee, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a substitute for a bill for the relief of 
certain free persons of color, therein named: 

Also, the passage of a bill to repeal an act to provide for the 
redemption of the promissory notes, &c.; 

Also, the passage with amendments, of a ‘joint resolution 
granting further time for the payment of government dues on 
Jand? 

Also, informing the House that the Senate adhered to the 
amendments offered by the Senate, to a bill to proiect assem- 
blies òf religious worship. 

Mr. Roberts, by leave, introduced a bill to legalize the offi- 
cial acts of Samuel Tod, and those who acted as his depu- 
ties, &c., 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Houston, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of San AuZustine county, praying Congress to pass a law 
to allow certain free persons of color, therein named, the privi- 
lege of remaining in the republic, 

“Which was referred to the committee on the state of the Re- 
public, without reading. 

A bill to protect assemblies of religious worship, was taken up. 

The question was taken, and the House refused to recede from 
the amendment made by the House to the amendment of the 
Senate. 

On motion of mr. Menefee, a committee of conference was 
appointed, consisting of messrs. Menefee, Smith, of M., and 
Barnett, to act with a like committee on the part of the Senate, 
upon the amendments to said bill. 

On motion of mr. Latimer, the House adjourned till nine 
o clock to-morrow morning., 


Turspay, November 24, 1840. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by the chaplain. 


The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: — 
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Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Bell, 
Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hull, Houston, 
Jlaynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, 
Mayfield, Parker, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith 
of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van: 
Zandt and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

, The House proceeded to business, A 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adapted. 

_ Mr. Miller presented the petition of Edwin K. Kellet, pray- 
ing ,or relief; l 

Which was referred to a special committee, consisting of 
»messrs, Miller, Parker, Murchison, Williamson and ‘Thatcher. 
| Mr. Van Zandt, chairman of the judiciary commmittee, made 
the following reports: 

. That they had examined a bill to be entitled an act to repeal 
acertain act therein named, and beg leave to return the same 
tthe house, and recommend tts rejection: : 

Also, a bill to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda 
and Colorado for judicial and other purposes: 

Reported, that a majority of said committee are of opinion, 
said bill is constitutional, and report the same back to the house, 
and recommend its passage. 

„The committee on engrossed bills, made the following report: 

-The comiittee on engrossed bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulens 
land certificates, &c., passed January, 1840; 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chairn. 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on enrolled bills, made the following report: 

House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
November 23, 1840. i 

The committee on enrolled bilis have examined a joint reso- 
lution appropriating ten thousand dollarsin par funds to defray 
the expenses of marking and running the boundary line be- 
tween the Uunited States and the Republic of Texas; 

And find the same correctly enrolled, and endorsed thereon 
the certificate of the chief clerkj—that it originated in the 
House of Representatives: 

Said resolution after having been signed by the Speaker of 
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the Housg of Representatives and the President of the Senate; 

Was this day presented to the President of the Republic for 
his signature. A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 

Which report was received. 

Mr. Bell, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for taking the 
ceusus, Or enumeration of the inhabitants of the Republic of 
Texas; 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following resolution: 

Resoled, that the House adjourn and stand adjourned until, 
nine o’clock of the nia day , for the purpose of allowing the 
various committees to bring up the business referred to them re- 
spectively, with reports thereon. 

On motion of mr. Van Ness, the resolution was laid on the 
table for the present. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the committee on finance be instructed to {p 
quire into the expedienċy of reducing the rate of tax, and abo. 
lishing the poll tax as levied by an act, approved 16th Jan’ry, 
1840, to raise a public revenue by direct taxation. 

Which was adopted. 

The house proceeded to the business on the speaker’s table 
and the $ 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land cer: 
tificates, &c., passed Jan., 1840; 

Was read third time, and passed. 

On motion of mr. Hill, the clerk was directed to furnish the 
Senate with the bill immediately. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas G. Gordon; 

Was read ‘second time, and 

Referred to a special committee, consisting of messrs. Mene- 
fee, Shaw, Haynie, Grigsby and Arnett. 

A joint resolution granting further time for the payment of 
government dues on land; -was taken up— 

On motion of mr. Hilfthe resolution was returned. to the 
Senate with a request to forward to the House a true copy of the 
amendments made by the Senate to the above resolution, and 
in future not to mutilate bills by interlining amendments upon, 
the original. 
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A bill to define the boundaries of the county of Galveston; 
was taken up, and on motion, 

Laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of the purchasers of Austin city erd out 
lots; . 

Was read second time, 

A bill changing the name of Lydia Ann Chapman, to Mary 
Ann Chapman Wilson; - 

Was read second time, 

A bill to regulate proceedings in civil suits, and to define 
more specifically the nature of petition and answer; 

Read second time, ' 

The following amendments offered by the committee on the 
judiciary: 

T'o strike out in the fifth and sixth line of section Ist, ‘and 
| county or place of residence,’ and add ‘the following additional 
section: 

“Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts of > 
laws contravening the provisions of this act be, and the same 
: are hereby repealed; and this act shall take effect from and 
after its passage;” 

Were adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill concerning the writ of sequestration; 

Was read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A joint resolution for the porpose of removing the injunctions 
of secrecy from the proceedings of last Congress, whilst in 
secret session, &c., &c. 

Was read second time, and on motion, 

Was laid on the table until called up. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Norman Wood; - 

Was read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A message from the Senate informing the House of the pas- 
sage of a joint resolution transferring the unexpended funds of 
he appropriations for the payment of the cavalry for the year, 

0. . 
A joint resolution granting a league of land to the heirs of 
Jesse Thompson; 
Read second time; and ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill repealing the 6th section of an act to detect frandulent 
land certificates, passed 29th January, 1840. 
Was read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. - 
16 
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A bill to provide for the navigation of the Gaudalupe; 

Was taken up, and on motion, 

Was laid on the table. 

A bill to legalize the official acts Sam’! Todd, and those who 
acted as his deputies, &c.; 

Was read second time, and a 

Referred to the committee ou the judiciary. 

Mr. Kaufman, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal the two 
joint resolutions passed at the last session of Congress, in secret 
session, on the subject of establishing amicable relations with 
Mexico, and for other purposes; : 

Whieh was read first time: 

And moved that the rule be suspended, and bill read second 
time. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion for the 
suspension of the rule, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Coles 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Johns, Lann, Lati- 
mer, Murchson, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, 
and Williamson—26. 

NAYES—Messrs. Blow, Bell, Ensworth, Haynie, Menefee, 
Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Smith, of B., and Van Ness—10, 

The rule was suspended, and bill read second time. 

On motion, the bill was laid on the table for the present. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, presented the claim of Leonard Wil- 
liams; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 

A bill to repeal an act to provide for the redemption of the 
promissory notes, &c.; 

Was read first time. 

A bill for the relief of certain free persons of color therein 
weamed; 

Was read— : 

Also, a substitute from the Senate for said bill, was read and 
adopted. 

A bill to license gaming tables, or banks; 

Was read— 

Mr. Thomas moved the bill be indefinitely postponed 
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Mr. Williamson moved the blank in the bill be filled with > 
the words ‘ ten thousand dollars:’ 

On motion of Mr. Smith of M., the bill was referred to the 
committee on the state of the Republic. 5 

A bill to repeal a portion of an act for creating funds for the 
support of the government for the year 1840. 

Was read second time, and 

Referred to the finance cummittee. 

A bi‘l to exempt the citizens of West Columbia from the pro- 
visions ofan act, passed Dec. 29th, 1837; 

Was read first time. 

A bill transferring the unexpended funds of the appropria- 
tion for the payment of the cavalry for the year 1840, was taken 
up, and 
| Read first time, and on motion rule suspended, 
| Read second time, and referred to the committee on military 
affairs, with instructions to report to-morrow morning. 
| Asub-substitute for a bill granting a donation of land to 
; actual settlers on or near the military road on the northern 

frontier; 
| Was read and adopted, and on motion, 

Was ordered to be engrossed. 

A substitute for a bill to organize a part of the county of Di- 
berty for judicial and other purposes: 

Was taken up, and i 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, was laid on the table to be 
made the special order of the day for Thursday next, at twelve 
clock, m. i 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the bill to repealthe two joint 
resolutions passed at the last session of Congress, in secret ses- 
sion, on the subject of establishing amicable relations with 
Mexico, and for other purposes; 

Was taken up— 

Mr. Houston offered the two following additional sections, by 
way of amendments: ` 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That all laws heretofore 
passed authorizing the obtaining ot a loan or loans be, and the 
same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. Beit fnrther enacted, That the President be, and 
he is hereby aathorized and required to recall, forthwith, our 
loan commissioners, Messrs, Hamilton and Burnley; and that 
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he instruct them to cease any further negotiations to obiain any 
Joan or loans; 

Which were adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to repeal a certain act there in named, together with 
the report of the committee on the judiciary thereon; 

Were taken up, and laid on the table for the present. 

A joint resolution for the purpose of removing the injunction 
of secrecy from off the journals and papers relative to an adjust- 
ment of difficulties, &c., with Mexico, of last Congress, in secret 

: session; 

Was taken up, and read second time. 

Mr. Kaufman offered the following substitute: 

Resolved, with the concurrence of the Senate, that the in- | 
junction of secrecy imposed by the fourth Congress, in secret 
session, relative to the pacification and adjuatment of our difi- 
culties with Mexico, and to the loan, be, and the same is hereby 
removed immediately after the passage of this resolution, by the 
two houses of Congress; 

Which was adopted. 

On motion the rule was suspended, and resolution read third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens of Nacogdoches county, praying Congress-to repeal the 
law to sectionize and sell the lands lately occu npied by the Che- 
rokee Indians, &c.; 

Which was read, and referred to the committee on public 


lands. 
A bill to organize a part of the counties of Colorado and Ma- 


tagorda for judicial and other purposes; 
“Was taken up, and on motion, 
Made the special order of the day for Thursday next at 


twelve o’clock, m. 
On motion of Mr. Houston, the House adjourned until 


ten o’clock, to-morrow morning, 


wrest mer ome oe ee 


153 


Wepvespay, Nov. 25, 1840. 


The louse met purstiant to adjournment. 
- Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, the following members answered to 
their names, viz: 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling; Hill, fohtis, Lann, Menefee, Miller, Maytield, Parker, 
Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, 
Ushiér, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum not being present, the sergeant at arms was des- 
| patched for absentees.. 
| Messrs. Augustin, Bell, Houston, Haynie, Menard, Porter 
and Smith of Brazoria, appeared and answered to their names. 

A qtiorum present, l 

Tbe House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted? 

Mr. Miller presented the petition of W. W. ‘Tl. Smith, admi- 
nistrator of the estate of Edward Arding, praying for relief for 
| Said estate, ‘ 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a re- 
solution directing the committee to inquire and report whether 
the present and future interests of the Republic, do not require 
the adoption of the civil, instead of the common law, asa gene- 
tal rule of decison; l 

Reported, that they were of the opinion, that any act adopt- 
ing the civil, instead of the common law, would be an infringe- 
ment of the constitution, and report the resolution back to the 


House, and asked to be discharged from further consideration 
of the same: ' 


praying for the repeal and alteration of an act to raise a public 
revenue by direct taxation, 

Reported by a bill declaratory of said fourteenth section; 
Also, a bill to legalize the official acts of Samuel Todd, and 
those who acted as his deputies, and for other purposes, 


passage; 
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Also, a petition of Thos. W. Ward and James W. Smith,” 


Reported the samz2 back to the House, and recommended its 
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Also, a resolution instructing the committee to inquire into 
the expediency of altering and changing the return and trial 
terms of the district courts of this Republic, and limiting the 
same to the appearance terms, 

Reported, that they were of opinion that the effect of said - 
proposed law would be only to retard the ends of justice, with- 
out any substantial good to the community, and report the said 
resolution back to the House, and ask to be discharged from 
further consideration of the same; 

Also, a resolution instructing them to inquire into the expe- 
diency of authorizing attorneys to furnish security, and affix 
the names of their forcign or absent clients to appeal and other 
bonds, 

Reported by a ‘bill to enable attorneys at law to file appeal 
bonds, and bonds for security for costs, &c., and recommended 
its passage. 

Which reports were received, and bills and resolutions laid 
on the table to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on public lands, made the following report: 


CommirTecEe Room, Nov. 23, 1840. 
To the Hon. D. S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred ‘aa 
act to amend an act to sectionize and sell the lands formerly 
reserved for, and occupied by the Cherokee Indians, and mak- 
ing appropriations to carry into effect said act,” have examined 
the same, and 

Report a substitute, which accompanies this report, and re- 
commend its adoption: i 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Nacogdoches county, -~ 
piayıng a repeal of the above recited act, . 

Which petition, your committee, after having conferred on 
the same, would return to the House, and recommend the refe- 
rence of the substitute, together wìth the petition, to the com- 
mittee of the whole House. : 

WM. N. PORTER, chairman. 


Which report was adopted, and the petition, substitute and 
bill, referred to the committee of the whole House. 
The committee on public lands, to whom was referged a “bill 
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to repeal the first, second and fourth sections of the law to pro- 
-yide for the return of surveys, and for the collection of govern- 
“ment dues on land, &c., 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage; 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

‘The committee on the state of the republic, to whom was re- 
ferred the claim of David Sample, together with accompanying 
vouchers, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
reference to the committee on claims and accounts, as the ap- 
propriate committee for investigating claims, 


a Which report was adopted; 


Also, the petition of B. Manlove, praying fur the passage of 
a law authorizing him to emancipate a certain woman and her 
‘five children, all of whom were and are slaves for life, 


Reported by ‘bill to authorize B. Manlove to emancipate cer- ~ 


tain slaves; 

Also, a ‘bill to repeal certain sections of an aet therein 
named,’ i 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage; 


_* Also, the petition of sundry citizens of the city of Austin, pray- 


ing for the liberty of selling spirits without taking out a license, 
az required by law, ; 

i Reported by a ‘bill for the relief of J. F. Delorme, as a bill 
calculated to meet the wishes of the petitioners; 

Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table, te 
come up among the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a ‘resolution for electing a chief 
‘justice? 

Also, of the passage of a joint resolution authorizing the Se- 
cretary of State, to draw on the different departments and 
bureaux of this government, for all par funds which may be in 
their hands, in favor of Geo. W. Smyth, Esq., our commissioner 
to run and mark the boundary line between the United States of 
the north, and the Republic of Texas. 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was re- 


ferred q petition of Chas. F. Worcester, asking relief: 
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Also, the petition of Jonathan H. Ridgeway, asking relief; 
Also, the petition of James S. Ridgeway, praying for relief; 
Also, the petition of Robert Lindsey, John Scott and W. W., 
Massie, asking relief; and i 
Also, the petition of Augustus Hotchkiss, praying for relief, 
Reported unfavorable to the prayers of the petitioners, 
Which reports were adopted. 
The committee on engrossed bills, made the following repott: 


Hovse oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Nov. 25, 1840. t 
The committee on engrossed bills, would beg leave to report 
that they have examined the following bills and joint re- 
solutions: 

‘A. bill to be entitled an act concerning the writ of sequestra- 
tion? , 

t A bill to be entitled a joint resolution, granting a league of 
land to the heirs of Jesse '‘Thompson;’ 

‘ A joint resolution for the relief of Norman Woods; 

‘ An act to repeal the sixth section of an act to detect fraudu- 
lent land certificates, passed 29th Jan., 1840; 

‘A bill to amend an act, entitled an act to regulate proceed- 
ings in civil suits, and to define more specifically, the nature of 
petition and answer; 

‘A bill granting a donation of land to actual settlers, on or 
near the military road, on the northern frontier,’ and 

‘A bill to repeal the two joint resolutions of last Congress, 
passed in secret session, on the subject of establishing amicable 
relations with Mexico, and for other purposes,’ 

And find them correctly engrossed. 

THOS.. B. HULING, chin. 

Which report was adopted, 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on post offices and post roads, 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
requiring the second Auditor and Comptroller to pass the Post 

Master General’s accounts for money paid out of the treasury 
on his drafts, whether the same has been drawn in payment of 
accounts, claims and demands against the department,. for sér- 
vices rendered in the transportation’ of the mails, debts due on 
accounts for stationery, or other necessary articles, for the‘use-of 
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the general post office, whether procured during the present, or 
any antecedent year, 
_ Which was adopted. 

Hon. Geo. H. Flood, Chargé de Affaires from the United 
States, appeared in the hall of representatives, accompanied and 
introduced to the House by Hon. Thomas Thatcher. 

The House arose and received him, when the Speaker ad- 
dressed him in the following words: 


Hon. G. H. Foon, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States— 

Sir—In the name of the people of Texas, and on behalf of 
their representatives, I greet you arrival at our capital. Eu- 
deared to us as is the United States by a thousand tender ties 
and interesting recollections, we cannot but welcome her able 
and distinguished representative, with feelings of pride and of 
pleasure. She is oui parent land—the urn and depositary of 
the bones of our fathers, and the living monument of their valor 
and their virtue. Born and reared under the salutary infiuence 
of her benign institutions, memory still clings to the scenes of 
| our childhood, and although we are now aliens in government, 
we are still, thank God, one in feeling, in language, in religion, 
and in recollection! The names of her Bunker Hill, her Mon- 
mouth, her Yorktown, and her New Orleans, are as dear to us 
s3 ever, and the country of Washington still claims our filial 


in the hour of perilous conflict with our Punic foe, and we 
jurned notin vain. Her gallant sons came nobly to the rescue, 
-and while the blood of some of them has conferied immortality 
on Goliad and the Alamo, the voices of others mingled in the 
spirit stirring cry of ‘victory’ on the plains of San Jacinto. 

Nor was this all. The venerable Patriarch of the Heimitage, 
who then wielded the destinies of that glorious Union, on the 
very night of his retirement from the helm of state, and as the 
last act of his official life, signalized his devotion to the cause 
ofhuman liberty, by introducing us into the family of nations! 
Immortal man! His name is imperishable! His fame eternal ! 
and the heart of every true citizen of Texas will be a shrine in 
which will be embalmed with lasting gratitude, the Roman 
virtues of that exalted patriot ” 

Although we have not forgotten, and will not forget the 


reverence and gratitude. To her we turned with anxious eye - 
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many estimable qualities of your talented and distinguished 
predecessor, (Hon. Alcée Labranche,) yet we are proud to re- 
cognize in you a gentleman, who will fully supply the high 
place he occupies in the affections of this people! Convinced 
of your friendship and devotion to the cause of Texas, and of 
constitutional liberty every where, we hail your appointment as 
the happy harbinger of continued good feeling between this 
country and that which ycu have the honor to represent. 

May such feelings be forever fostered and encouraged ; may 
the “lone Star” be associated with the glorious galaxy of the 
north, and may they shine together, shedding light on the path 
of other nations, to the great privileges of civil and religious 
liberty. 

Again, Sir, 1 bid you and your interesting family, ¢hrice 
welcome ! 


To which the Hon. Mr. Flood replied as follows : 
Mr. SPEAKER, 

And Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

It were worse than useless tor me to say that | tender you my 
sincere and unfeigned thanks for the distinguished honor you 
have been pleased to confer upon my country, through me, her 
representative to the Republic ot Texas. To be thus welcomed 
and thus honored in the halls of legislative freedom, is a com- 
pliment I wonld not exchange for the proudest diadem from the 
hands of European despotism. 

‘cour Republic, Mr. Speaker, and the country I have the 
honor here to represent, are not dissimilar in many respects.— 
They have both felt, deeply, the sting of mendacious oppression 
and cruel tyranny—and they have both felt and acted as though 
men were capable of self government. 

On the 4th day of Jaly, 1776, the thirteen colonies that now 
compose the United States of North America proelaimed, with 
a voice that startled the Monarch on the throne of the mother 
country, that they were and of right ought to be free and inde- 
pendent. ‘This fearful declaration was only sustained by the 
infant colonies after a sanguinary conflict of seven years, But 
then, the conquest was great, and glorious—and magnificent; 
for the United States were the only beacon light to direct the 
oppressed of all nations to freedorn, to glory and renown. 

The Republic of Texas,—the bright, the single, the only 


-159 


Star iu the southern firmament, profited by our example. On the 
2d day of March, 1836, after enduring wrongs and treachery of 
the direst cast, she published to amazed and astonished Mexico, 
that she, too, was capable of self government. The plains of 
San Jacinto tell the result of your chivalrous declaration.— 
Your success was astonishingly rapid, and amazed the civilized 
world. Indeed, many yet doubt whether it is not transitory in 
its nature. But, Mr. Speaker, let those who are skeptical, visit 
your mountains, your plains and your valleys—let them view 
the industry and integrity of your citizens—let them visit the 
halls of your Congress, and witness the intelligence of its mem- . 
bers—let them see the Master Spirit of your revolutionary . 
struggle, after striking the fatal and signal blow in defence of 
your rights and liberty, guiding with a master hand what all 
thought to be the unsteady ship of state, and then descending 
from his proud and lofty eminence to lend his county the bene- 
fit of his light and experience in the: councils of his nation,— 
Isay, sir, let them look at all this, and they will intuitively be 
led to believe that the liberty of the Republic of Texas is as 
durable as the beautiful hills surrounding the edifice that now 
contains us, 

You have been pleased,sir, to allude to a great and distinguish- 
ed citizen of my own country, and speak in terms of eloquence 
and commendation of the services he rendered your Republic, 
among the last acts of his brilliant administration. To hear 
the praises of the sage of the Hermitage,—among the best, the 
purest, the wisest men that have lived in the “ tide of time” is, 
to me, a source of sincere gratification. But when the compli- 
ment comes trom so distinguished a source, it awakens feelmgs 
that time, nor place, nor circumatance can eradicate. When 
Anprew Jackson recognized the independence of your Re- 
public, he but struck another blow for the liberty of the op- 
pressed, and when he is called to his final home, the last gasp 
that escapes his lips will be for the liberty and happiness of all 
the world. 

-For the merited compliment, sir, you have paid to my dis- 
tinguished predecessor, and have been pleased to transfer, mea- 
surably, to myself, L thank you in his as wellas in my own 
name. 1 know his devotion to your prosperity, and the proud 
estimate in which he was held by the government who honored 
him as her-embassabor. Whenever I prove derelict in the same 
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devotion, connected with the interest and honor of the Ameri: 
ean Union, then will I violate the instructions I have received 
from the President of my country. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank you forthe honor you have this 
day conferred. 


Mr. Mayfield, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citi. 
zens of Nacogdoches county, praying for the passage of a law 
allowing William Goyens, a free man of color, the privilege of 
remaining in the Republic: 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Nacogcoches, pray- 
ing for Congress to allow certain free persons of color therein 
named, the privilege of remaining in the Republic: 

Which were referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal an act en- 
titled an act to sectionize and sell the lands formerly reserved for 
and occupied by the Cherokee Indians, approved Feb. 5, 1840; 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill to regulate and 
direct proceedings in relation to forfeitures and escheats; 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, one hundred” copies of said bill 
was ordered to be printed. 

The house proceeded to the business on the speaker’s table 
and the ; 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill granting a donation of land to actual settlers on or near 
the military road on the northern frontier; 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill to repeal the Gth section ofan act to detect fraudulent 
land certificetes, &c., passed January, 1&40; 

Was read third time, and on motion of Mr. Hill, 

Was laid on the table. , 

A. bill granting a league of land to the heirs of Jesse 
Thompson; 

Read third time, and passed. 

A resolution for electing a Chief Justice of the Republie; 

Was read first time. 


A joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of State to draw 
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the appropriations for running and marking the boundary line. 

Was read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, rule suspended and read second 
time, and . 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rule was further suspend- 
ed, and resolution read third time and passed. 

Mr. Harrison, chairman of the committee on military affairs, 
by leave, made the follewing report: 

The committee on military affairs, to whom was referred a 
yoint resolution transferring the unexpended funds appropri- 
ated for the pay of the cavalry for the year 1840,’ have had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to report, that they 
recommend the passage of-the same, with the amendment here- 
with proposed. 

The amendment was to insert the sum of ‘twenty thousand 
dollars,’ as the amount to be transferred. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the report, and 
the amendment proposed by the committee; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Barnett, Bell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Houston, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menard, 
Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith, of Montgomery, 
Thomas, Usher and Yan Zandt—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Hauling, Hill, Haigler, 
Haynie, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Porter, Reily, 
Smith, of Brazoria, Thatcher, Van Ness, Wright and William- 
son—17. 

The report and amendment were adopted. 

. Mr. Mayfield then moved the indefinite postponement of the 
resolution. 

The ayes and nayes were called for and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Barnett; Huling, Haigler, Johns, 
Latimer, Menard, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt 
and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Bell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, 
Miller, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M., and William- 
son—18, 

The motion carried, and the resolution was indefinitely post- 
poned, 
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A bill to repeal the two joint resolutions of last Congress, 
passed in secret session, on the subject of establishing amicable 
telations with Mexico, and for.other purposes, 

Was read third time, and passed. 

The committee on naval affairs, to whom was referred a 
joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the Navy to issue 
certificates of bounty land, to the officers, seamen and marines 
cf the navy of this Republic, 

Reported as follows: 

The committee find by reference to the proceedings of the 
‘Consultation, a letter authorized by that body, signed by the 
President and Secretary, addressed to a committee at New Or- 
leans, United States, of which the following is an extract: ‘Any 
who embark in our cause, inthe army or navy, shall be hberal- 
ly rewarded in land and money.’ Believing this to be asolemn 
pledge to give a bounty in land, as well to those in the navy: 
as in the land service, they, therefore, report the resolution 
without amendment, and respectfully recommend its passage. 

T. PILLSBURY, ch’n. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the resolution offered by himself 
on yesterday, on adjournmen, be taken up. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, the bill for the relief of purchasers 
of Austin city and out lots, was taken up, and 

Read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, introduced a “bill to establish the 
fifth brigade of Texas militia, 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Porter moved that the report of the committee on public 
lands, together with the ‘bill to amend an aet to sectionize and 
sell the lands formerly reserved for and occupied by the Chero- 
kee Indians,’ be now taken up; i 

Mr. Mayfield moved that they lie on the table for a few days. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, they were laid on the table, to 
be made the order of the day, on Thursday the third of De- 
cember next, 

A bill changing the name of Lydia Ann Chapman, to Mary 
Ann Chapman Wilson, 

Was read third time, and passed. 

A bill to repeal an act to provide for the redemption of the 
promissory notes, &c., 
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Was read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on finance. 

A bill to repeal a certain act therein named, 

Was read second time, and 

On motion, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the clerk was instructed to report to 
the Senate, the indefinite postponement of the ‘resolution trans- 
fering the unexpended tunds, appropriated for the pay of cavalry 

.for the year 1840. , 

A bill for the relief of Norman Wood, 

Was read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, theresolution on adjournment 
was taken up, and read. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the blank was filled with the 
words ‘nine o’clock Monday morning.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on the adoption of the 
resolution, and stood thus:— ; 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, 
Houston, Haigler, Lann, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Van Ness, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson—20. 

NAY ES—Messts. Speaker, Bell -Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, 
Hill, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Ménefee, Parker, Porter, Roberts, 
Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher and Ushé1—18. 

The resolution was adopted, and 

The Į{ouse adjourned until Monday morning nine o'clock. 


eed 
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Monpbay, November 30, 1840. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. í 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: — : i; 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Bell, Coles, Grigsby, Har- 
rison, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 
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The journal of Wednesday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Lann presented the petition of sundry citizens of Ma- 
tagorda county, praying for relief of certain things therein 
named, 

Which was read, and referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of Wm. Donoho, praying 
for relief, 


Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Porter, Huling, Grigsby, Latimer and Arnett. 

Mr. Shaw presented the petition of sundry citizens of Milam 
county, accompanied by a ‘bill to condemn land for the public 
use, and to remunerate the owner or owners thereof, for the 
same;’ 

Which bill was read first time. 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of Thomas Ross, praying for 
relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Lann presented the petition of John A. Finch, praying 
for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Menard presented two petitions of Willis Roberts,praying 
for relief, 

Which were read, and 

Referred to the committee on claims and accounts: 

Also, the memorial of Wm. Thos. Brannum, navy agent, 

Which was referred to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of Joel Borgus, praying for 
relief, 


Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Thomas G. Western, 
praying for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Cecil, 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

A message from the President, by his private secretary, W. 
H. Sandusky. 

The committee on finance, to whom was referred a goint 
resolution extending the time for the collection of direct taxes,’ 
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Reported the same back tothe House with amendments, and 
recommended its passage: 

Also, a ‘joint resolution for the payment of volunteers who 
served under the command of Col. John H. Moore, for the 
year 1840; « ae: 

, Reported a substitute for the same, and recommended its 
adoption; : 

Also, a joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to retain the eight per cent. bonds, now on hand in his de, 
partment, until otherwise directed by law; 

Also, an act to repeal a portion of an act, for creating funds 
for the support of government for the year 1840, which origi- 
nated in the Senate, f 
- Reported them hack to the House, and recommended the pas- 
sage of the bill which originated in the Senate; 

Which reports were received, and bills and resolutions laid 
on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The commiitee on finance, to whom was referred a resolution 
requiring them to take into consideration the propriety of re- 
pealing the tariff, i 

Reported, that they had had the same under consideration, 
and reported it back to the House as inexpedient, and beg to be 
teleased from the further consideration of the same. ~ 
er Harrison moved that the report be laid on the table. 

ost. . 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the report, 
and carried. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of R. T. Bryerly, praying relief, &c.f i 

Reported by a joint tesolution for the relief cf Rowland 'F. 
Bryerly; ‘ 

Also, the petition of John Belden, praying relief, 

Reported by a joint resolution for the relief of John Belden; 

Which reports were received, and resolutions read first time. 

The committee on public lands, also, made the following 
report : 


Covwmrrrese Room, Nov. 30, 1840. 
The committee on public lands,,to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled ‘an act to prescribe the mode of obtaining certifi- 
cates of ha right claims, and, also, receiving the additional 
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proof required by law, of the second and third class of claim. 
ants, have had the same before them, and finding it impossible 
for them to agree thereon, would report the bill, togethér with 
a substitute which they have drafted, to the House, and recom- 
mend them both to a committee of the whole House, and ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

_ WM. N. PORTER, ch’n. 

Which report was adopted, and bill referred to a committee 
ofthe whole House. 

The committee on naval affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
regulating the coasting trade, and for the protection of Texian 
shipping, i 

Reported by a substitute, and recommended its passage ; 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on post offices and post roads, to whom was 
referred a resolution instructing them to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of requiring the second Auditor and Comptroller to 
pass the accounts of the Post Master General, in certain 
cases, &C., 

Reported by a ‘bill to authorize the second Auditor and 
Comptroller to pass the accounts of the Post Master General; 

Which report was received and bill read first time. 

The committee on post offices and post roads, made the fol- 
lowing report: 


Which report was received, and billato be entitled an act sup- 
plementary, &c., &c., to acts regulating the post office depart- 
‘ment, was laid 6n the table. ` 

The special committee, to whom was referred a resolntion 

with instauctions to inquire into the expediency of forthwith 
authorizing and reqttiring the Commissioner General of the 
land office to commence the issuing of land patenis upon all 
claims returned by the-travelling board of Land Commission- 
ers aS genuine; to ascertain what number of additional clerks 
are necessary, to carry on the said business with despatch, and 
of the propriety of appointing Some discreet person to sign the 
President’s name to said patents, and to report the result back 
to the House; 
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Reported a ‘bill to authorize and require the Commissioner 
General of the land office to commence the issuing of patents, 
and for other purposes.’ 

ISAAC VAN. ZANDT, 
M. B. MENARD, Committee. 
GEORGE BLOW, 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

Mr. Pillsbury, by leave, introduced a ‘bill to alter and amend 
an act, entitled an act to alter an act creating a public revenue 


by impost duties, and for the protection of Texian agriculture 
and domestic industry, 


Whieh was read first time. 

Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a ‘bill to provide for the 
raising of one company of mounted gunmen, for frontier service 
against the Mexicans and hostile Indians, 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Parker, by leave, introduced a ‘bill better to define the 
line between the counties of Austin and Fort Bend, east of the 
Brazos,’ 

Which was read first time. . 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the 
investigation of escheated or forfeited lands, and to direct the 
disposition of the same, 
~ Which was read first time, and 

On motion of Mr, Roberts, one hundred copies were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Usher, by leave. introduced a ‘joint resolution authoriz- 
ing the sale of lots in the town of Calhoun, 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Usher, by leave, introduced a ‘joint resolution defining 
the pay of members of Congress,’ 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Pillsbury, by leave, introduced a ‘bill to repeal an act 
requiring the Sheriffs and other county officers, to take the pro- 
. missory notes of the government, and for other purposes,’ 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a ‘joint resolution for the 
relief of David Rusk, Sheriff of 3 Nacogdoches county, 

Which was read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the rule was suspended, and re- 
solution read second time, and 
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Referred to the committee on:claims and accounts. 
The following communication from his Excellency the Pre- 
sident, was read : 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Nov. 23, 1840. 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Sir—Enclosed is a copy of the recent intelligence from our 
loan commissioners, 


MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


On motion of Mr. Miller, the above communication of his 
Excellency, together with the accompanyirg documents, were 

Referred to the finance committee. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the committee on the state of the Republic 
be instructed to report to this House, as soon as practicable, a 
bill fixing the standard of weights and measures of this Re- 
public; 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Lann offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be instructed to 
ynquire into the expediency of abolishing the office of*deputy 
collector in all the custom houses of this Republic: 

Which was adopted, 


The House proceeded to the business on the Speaker's ta- 
ble, and 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. ; 


A bill creating a system of bankruptcy, and regulating the 
collection of foreign debts; 

Was taken up— 

Mr. Hill moved that the bill be referred to a committee of the 


whole House, and that the House now go into a committee of 
the whole; 


Which was carried. . 
The Speaker called Mr. Menefee to the Chair. 
After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and re- 


ported progress; and recommended the indefinite postponement 
of the biil. 
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The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustiu, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 
Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Hill, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, May- 
field, Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, Usher, 
Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wrightand Williamson—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, 
Lann, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Porter, Reity and Smith, of 
Montgomery—12. 

he report was adopted, and bill indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Smith of M., by leave, offered the following joint reso- 
lution:— - : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of, the 
Republic of ‘Texas, in Congress assembled, That the sum of 
five thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated 
for the contingent expenses of tne House of Representatives; 

Which was read first time. i 

On motion of Van Ness, a resolution for electinga Chief 
Justice of the Republic; 

Was taken up and read, and on motiou of Mr. Haynie, 

Was laid on the table for the present. 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate proceedings 
in civil suits, and to define more specifically the nature of pet- 
ton and and answer; 

Was read third time and passed. 

A bill to organize a certain portion of the county of ‘Liberty 
for judicial and other purposes; 

(Vas read second time. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved the bill be indefinitely postpoged, 

A motion to lay on the table having preference, 

On motion of Mr. Arnett, the bill was laid on the table, 

A bill to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda and 
Colorado for judicial and other purposes; 

Was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Van Ness, 

Was laid on the table. 

A resolution fixing the 15th of December as a day, after 
which, no new business shall be received by the House, &c.; 

Was taken up and read: 

A motion was made to lay the resolution on the table. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Caldwell, Harrison, Huling, 
Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Mayfield, Par- 
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ker, Pillsbury, Thomas, Van Ness, Van Zandt, and Wil- 
liamson—18. 

NAYES—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Coles,Grigsby, Lati- 
mer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith, of M., ‘Thatcher Usher and W tight—17. 

The resolution was laid on the table. 


A bill to provide for the navigation of the Gaudalupe river; 

Was read third time and passed. 

A bill concerning the writ of sequestration; 

Was read third time— — - 

Mr. Van Zandt moved thatthe rule be suspended that pro- 
hibits bills being amended on the third reading. Lost. 

On motion, the bill was laid’ on the table. 

On motion of Mr, Menard, a bill beiter to define the bounda- 
ries of the county of Galveston, was taken up, and 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on county 

+ boundaries. 

A bill to exempt the citizens of West Columbia from the pro- 
visions of an act, passed December 29th, 1837; 

Was read second time, and ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the House adjourned until 
three o’clock, p. m, 

THREE 0’CLOCK, P. M. 


The Jouse met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The house proceeded to business, 

A bill to repeal an act entitled an act to sectioniza and sell the 
Jands formerly reserved for and occupied by the Cherokee In. 
dians, approved Feb. Ist, 1840; 

Was read second time, and on motion of Mr. Mayfield, 

Was referred to'a select committee: 

Consisting of Messrs. Mayfield, Van Zandt, Houston, Cald- 
well, Williamson, Huling and Usher. 

A bill to provide for taking the census or enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the Republic of Texas; 

Was read second time, and on motion of Mr. Caldwell, 

Was referred to the committee on the state of the Republic. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that a joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Aiken had passed 
the Senate with an amendment. 


- 
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A substitute offered by the Senate for a bill pratiue further 
time for the payment of government dues on land; 

Was read, and 

The ayes ‘and nayes were called for on ifs adoption, and 
stood thus:— 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
_ Harrison, Huling, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison,’ 
Mayfield, Park or , Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van hess and Williamson—22. 

NAY ES—Messrs. Blow, Barnett Bell, Hill, Menefee, Miller, 
Pillsbury, Shaw, Smith ot B., Thomas and Van Zandt—11. 

The substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment:—add ~ 

“Provided however, that in no case shall a patent to any 
lands issue until all the government dues thereon, shall have 
been paid; 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Menard, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the 
appointmnet of auctioneers, and jor the regulation of sales at 
public auction. 

Which was read first time. 

The committee on post offices and post roads, to whom was 
referred a bill to create and establish a post route from La- 
grange in the county of Fayette, to the town of Gonzales in the 
county of Gonzales: 

Reported the same back to the house with an amendment, 
and recommended its passage; 

Which report was received, and bill read— 

._ The question was taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ment offered by the committee, and carried, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill explanatory of an act to raise a public revenue by 
direct taxation, &c. 

Was read first time. 

A bill to legalize the official acts of Sam’l Todd, and those 
who acted as his deputies; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to enable attorney’s at law to file appeal bonds, and 
bonds for security for costs, &c.; 

Was read first time. 

Mr, Harrison, by leave, introduced a joint resolution appro- 
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priating the amount of revenue received from direct taxation 
from certain counties, for the defence of the frontier of said 
counties; 

Which was read first time. 

A bill to repeal the 1st, 2d, and 4th sections of a law, &c., and 
to provide for the return of surveys; 

Was read second time, and on motion of Mr. Hill, 

Was laid on the table until called up. 

Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a bill to extend to those 
soldiers who served in the campaign against San Antonio in the 
fall of 1835, a donation of land. 

Read first time. 

A bill to repeal certain sections of an act therein named; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to authorize Bartholomew Manlove to emancipate 
certain slaves; 

Read first time. 

A bill for the relief of John F. Delorme; 

Read first time. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to 
issue certificates of bounty land to the officers, seamen and 
marines of the Navy; 

Was read second time. 

Mr. Menefee moved the bill be recommitted to the naval 
committee. Lost. 7 

On motion of Mr. Porter,the vote just taken on Mr. Menefee’s 
motion, was reconsidered, and the bill was recommitted to the 
committee on naval affairs, 

A bill to establish the fifth brigade of Texas militia: 

Was read secound time, and referred to the military com- 
mittee. 

A bilf to repeal a certain act therein named, as reported by 
the judiaciary committee, was taken up; 

Bill and report read —the report was adopted, and the bill 
was rejected. 

A bill for the relief of certain free persons of color; 

Was taken up, and there having been discovered an error ın 
the bill, the rule was suspended which prohibits the reconsider- 
ation of a vote after twenty-four hours. 

The rule was suspended which prohibits amendments after a 
third reading; and 
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On motion of Mr. Miller, the word “April” was stricken 
out, and the word “ February” was inseited; and the clerk: or- 
dered to report the bill as amended to the Senate, and request 
their concurrence. $ 

Joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Aiken; 

Was taken up, and the amendment as offered by the senate 
concurred in. 

Mr. Thomas, by leave, -introduced a resolution instructing 
the sergeant-at-arms to procure a stove to be placed within the 
bar of the House for the convenience of members occupying 
seats remote from the fireplaces, ac. 

Which was rejected. : 

A. bill to repeal an act creating funds for the support of go- 
yernment for 1840; 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A joint resolution, which originated tn the House, containing 
the same substance as the preceding bill; 

Was read, and laid on the table until called np. 

Joint resalntion ex.ending the tim» for the payment of go- 
| vernment dues, ete., as amended by the filaance cominitiee, viz: 

Strike out in the ‘Ist section, the word ‘March, and insert 
‘June:’ also, strike out ‘3d section; 7 

Which amendments were adopted by the House,—the bill 
read second time, and passed to its third and final reading. 

On motion of Mr. W right, the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


Turspay, December 1, 1940. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was cajled, the tolong members answered te 
their names, viz : 
. Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, 
aColes, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haynie. Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, ‘Reily, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Simith of Brazoria, ‘Thomas, Usher, Yan 
Zandt, Wright and Williamson, 

A quorum present, 

18 
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The House proceeded to business, 

T'he journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Pi:lsbury presented the petition of sundry citizens of Co- 
lumbia, Brazoria and the adjoining counties, praying Congress 
for the passage of an act to establish a certain mail route there- 
in named; , 

Whieh was referred to the committee on post offices and 
post roads. , 

Also, the petition of R. J. Calder, sheriff of Brazoria county, 
praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the eommittee on elaims and ae. 
counts. 

Mr. Usher presented the petition of sundry citizens of Vie. 
toria county, praying for the annexation of a certain part of 
said county, to the county of Jackson, which, on motion of 
Mr. Wright, 

Was referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Murchisen presented the petition of R. J. Woodward, 
praying relief: , 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Augustin presented the petition of Memuean Hunt, rela- 
tive to the formation of trading establishments on the sea coast, 
and upon or near the waters of the Rio Grande, above the road 
from Bexar to Presidio Rio Grande, etc.; 

Was read, and referred to a special committee; 

Consisting of Messrs. Augustin, Mayfield, Haigler, Blow and 
Miller. 

Mr. Smith of B., chairman of the committee on finance, to 
whom was referred the petition of the clerks of the different 
Departments and bureaux of the Government: 

Reported by bill for their relief; 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

Mr. Van Zandt, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, 
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act 
concerning executions: 

Reported by substitute, and recommended its passage; 

Report received, and original and substitute laid on the table. 

Mr. Menefee, chairman of the committee on the state of the 
Republic, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act re- 
gulating the public printing; 

Reported that they had examied the same, and that in their 
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opinion, the amendment adopted by the House, would entirely 
destroy the bill; and therefore, recommended its possage with- 
out the amendment; 

Report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come up 

among the orders of the day. 

Mr. ` Johns, chairman of the committee on education, to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Galveston pray- 
ing for a charter to the Galveston University: 

‘Reported by a bili to be entitled an act to charter the Galves- 
ton University; 

Which report.was received, and bill read first time. 

The engrossing committee made the following report: 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 1, 1840. 

The committee on engrossed bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing, viz:— 

An act to repeal certain acts therein named. 

A bill to legalize the official acts of Sam’l Todd, and those 
who acted as his deputies, etc. 

A bill to create and establish a mail route from Gonzales to 
Lagrange. And - 

A bill to exempt the citizens of West Columbia from the pro- 
visions of an act incorporating the town of Columbia, passed 
January 29, 1837. 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 

. THOS. B. HULING, chairn. 

Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Caldwell, chairman of the select committee, to whom 
was referred a bill supplementary to an aet to establish and in- 
corporate Rutersville College, approved 5th Feb., 1840. 

Reported the same back to the House accompanied by sub- 
stitute; 

Which report was received, and original and substitute laid 
on the table to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Mar- 
garet Wright; - 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the judiciary committee be instructed to in- 
quire into, and report to this House, the expediency of digesting 


Rh eae Be a Bel ET CARAT VEO OOP be, OE Temes scm a once eee err 


Sc 


eny e 


sont ee y p dran ye 


176 


the laws of this Republic, and having all general laws printed 
and bound in one volume for publication; Adopted. 

Mr. Shaw offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the Secretary of State be respectfully requested 


to info.m this House, how many buildings belonging to this 


Government are now vacant, or unoccupied as offices for heads 

of depar:ments and bureaux.by what authority the present Quar- 

ter-master’s and Commissary-General’s departments were built, 

vig they cost, and out of what appropriation they weie paid 
OT; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for 
the relief of Wm. K. Simpson; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Roberts, by leave, introduced abill to be entit’ed an act 
to repeal the act incorporating the town of Shelbyville, passed 
November 2, 1340. 

Read first time- 

Mr. Lann, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
supplementary to an act authorizing the issuing of duplicate 
land scrips, discharges and head rights on certain conditions. - 

Read first time. 

The House then proceeded to ihe business on the Speaker's 
table, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The House went into committee of the whole, to take into 
consideration a bill to be entitled an act defining the way by 
which the holders of conditional certificates shall establish the 
same. j 
The gentleman fror#Gonzales in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
progress, recommended the indefinite postponement of the ori- 
ginal bill, and asked leave to sit again on the substitute cffered 
by the committee on public lands. 

The ayesand nayes were called for on the adoption of the 
rey ort, and stood thus, viz: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Bell, 
Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, 
Johns, Lannh, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, 
Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., 
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Thomas, ‘Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and 
Williamson —33. f 
NAY—Mr. Hill—1. 
The report was adopted, 
On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House adjourned until 
three o'clock, p. m. 


a 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Iouse met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The house proceeded to business. 

Mr. Johns moved to reconsider the vote which referred the 
census bill to the committee on the state of the Republic, upor 
which 

The ayes and nays were ealled for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Johus, Latimer, Porter, Roberts and 
Rogers—12. 

NAYS— Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Mill, Haigler, Hay- 
nie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, 
Pillsbury, Reily, Shaw, Smith, of B., Usher, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson—20. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the bill-requiring the second 
auditor and comptroller to pass the accounts of the Post-Master 
General; 

Was taken up,—read second time; 

Rule suspended,—read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Porter moved to take up a resolution requiring a cessa- 
tion af new business after the 15th of December, unless by the 
consent of two-thirds of the members present. Lost. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a resolution requiring 
the judiciary committee to enquire into, and report to this 
House, the expediency of passing a law, requiring the District 
Attorney, in all cases, where the Republic is interested, affect- 
ing lands or forfeitures, to appeal from the decision of any Dis- 
trict Court, when the judgment inthe premises is against the 
government; and further, for providing by law, that all writs 
of mandamus or injunction, directed to the executive, or any of 
the heads of departments of the government, shall be returned 
into the Supreme Court. Adopted. 


The substitute for a bill for the regulation. of the coasting 


trade, and the protection of Texian shipping, | 
18 
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Was adopted, and read second time, and 
Ordered to b2 engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Caidwell, the House again went into a 
committee of the whole on the state of the republic, on the bil! 
to define the way by which the holders of conditional certifi- 
eates shall establisn the same. 
Mr. Van Zandt in the chair; 
And after having conferred on the bill, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and recommended the same to be referred to 
a select committee; 
Which report was adopted by the House; 
Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Williamson, 
Roberts, Grigsby, Latimer, Barnett, Reily and Lann, said com- 
mittee. 
A substitute for a joint resolution, for payment of volunteers 
who served under the command of Col. Jno. A. Moore, in the 
late expedition against the Comanches, as reported by the 
finance committee, 
Was read and adopted, and 
On motion of Mr. Latimer, was laid on the table for the 
present. 
A bill to exempt the citizens of West Columbia from the 
provisions of an act of inco:poration, passed December 29th, 
1837, 
Read third time, and passed. 
The bill to legalize the acts of Sam’l Todd, and those who 
acted as his deputies, : 
Read third time, and passed. 
A bill to create and establish a mail route from Lagrange to 
Gonzales, : 
Read third time and passed. 
A bill vo repeal certain acts therein named, 
Read third trme, and passed. 
A joint resolution extending further time for the collection 
of taxes, 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill repea-ing an act for creating funds for support of go- 
vernment, for the year 1840, 

`- Read third time and passed. 

A resolution for the election of Chief Justice of the Republic, 
was taken up, 2 
Read second time, 
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On motion of Mr. Hill, the words ‘Monday 30th, were 
stricken out. D 

Mr. Bell moved to fill the blank with ‘15th February.” Lost. 

Mr. Harrison moved the Blank be filled with ‘Sth January., 
Lost. 

Mr. Harrison moved the blank be filled with ‘20th De- 
cember. po : 

The ayes and nays were called for, when the vote stood 
thus: . : 
AYES—Messrs, Arnett, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Rogers, Shaw and Williamson—15. , : 

NAYES—Messrs. Speaker, Biow, Bell, Caldwell, Hill, 
Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Smith, of B., 
Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—15. 

There being a tie, the motion was lost. 

Mr. Haynie moved the bill lie on the table. Lost. 

On motion of mr. Haynie, the house adjourned until nine 
_ clock to-morrow morning. 


oe 


i WepxesDay, Dec. 3, 1840. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The rolf was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: — 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Bell, Barnett, B'ow, Caldwell, 
Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Farker, Pills- 
bury, Porter,-Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Wil- 
liamson. 

A quorum present; 4 

The jonrnal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a joint resolution to 
repeal so much of an act, entitled an act compensating officers 
of the civil lists, passed and approved on the 9.h day of Dec., 
1836, as relates to the Chief Justice of the Republic, 

Which was read first time, 
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On motion, the rule was suspended, and resolution read se- 
cond time; and 

On motion, rulé further suspended, read third time and 
passed. a 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the clerk was instructed to 
furnish the resolution forthwith to the Senate, and request of 
them the suspension otall rules. 

Mr. Smith, of Brazoria, presented the petition of Asa Brigham, 
late Treasurer, praying Congress for the appointment of a com- 
mittee to examine certain documents and proofs he has to bring 
in his vindication and defence, of accusations brought against 
him for violation of official duties, : 

Which was referred to a select. committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Smith, of B., Coles, Van Ness, Houston, Johns, Mene- 
tee and Bell. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of James W. Smith, pray- 
ing for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 


The following report was made by the committee on naval 
affairs : 


Which report was received, and bill entitled an act to lay up 
a portion of the navy, and to abolish the offices of Secretary of 
the navy, naval store keeper and navy agent, and for other 
purposes, 

Read first time. 

‘The committee on engrossed bills, made the following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Dec. 2, 1840. 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined a bill for 
the regulation of the coasting trade, and the protection of Texi- 
an shipping, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

THOMAS B. HULING, Chairman. 

Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Haynie offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the sergeant at arms be instructed to furnish 
the Chief Clerk of this House, with twenty copies of each of 
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the printed reports of the departments of the government, to be 
transmitted to the said departments and bureaux, i 

Which was adopted. , j . 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, presented the petition of P. Sullivan, 
praying for relief, l 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Thatcher offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be required to report 
tə this House, upon the subject of a Yoiut resolution ‘to trans- 
late the laws of the republic into the Castilian language,’ ap- 
proved Dec. 18th, 1837, aud to state what progress has been 
made in the publication oi said laws, if any; and, also, fo state, 
ifsaid laws have not been publis..ed, what has hitherto prevented 
the same, and whether the moneys embraced in other appro- 
priations for the same purpose, have been expended, 

Which was read, and laid on the table one day. 

Mr. Hill, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the town 
of Franklin, 

Which was read frst time. 

“Mr. Van Zandt offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘i hat a select committee of five be appointed, whose 
business shall be to examine the facts collected by the different 
committees, and to draft and report thereon, a bill to serve asa 
general basis of retrenchment in all:the departments and 
branches of the government, and the necessary expenses incur- 
red in supporting the same. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the word ‘five’ be stricken out, 
and ‘seven’ be inserted. Lost. ive 

The question was taken on the adoption of the resolution, 
and carried. : 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Van Zandt, Pillsbury, Wil- 
liamson, Usher and Mayfield, said committee. 

Mr. Thomas offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the committee on military affairs be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of authorizing the President by 
law, to raise five thousand men, volunteers, for the purpose of 
invading Mexico, in order to compel that Government to 
acknowledze our independence; provided, said men, or volun- 
teers so raised, shall equip themselves for the campaign, and 
that they shall have all the spoils which they may take; and 
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that each volunteer shall be entitted to one league and labor of 
land, and a further pay 1m land to be located upon any land 
which they may take by conquest west of the Rio Grande. 

Mr. Haynie moved that the words ‘five thousand’ be-stricken 
out, and ‘ten thousand’ be inserted. Lost. 

Mr. Miller moved that the words ‘ fifty thousand ’ be inserted 
in place of ‘five thousand’ Lost. 


The ayes and nays were called for on the adoption of the re- 
solution, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Grigsby, 
Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Menard, Mayfield, Parker, Porter, Rogers, Reiiy, Shaw, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Wil- 
liamson—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Miller, 
Pillsbury, Roberts, Smith of B., Smith, of M.,—9. Adopted. 

Mr. Thomas then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the committee on naval affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the President, by 
law, to put our whole navy in commission, for the purpose of 
blockading the ports of Mexico, to act in conjunction witha 
land force which may invade that country,—to issne to the 
navy letters of marque and reprisal, with instructions to burn, 
sink and destroy,—to lay contributions, etc. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and 
stood thus: l 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Haigler, Haynie, Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Porter, Reily, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt, Wright and Williamson—14 ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, 
Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Johns, Lann, Menard, 
Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith, of Montgomery, Smith, of Brazoria, and Usher—23. 

The resolution was rejected. 

The House proceeded to the business on the Speakers ta- 
ble, and 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A resolution for electing Chief Justice of the Republic, 
Was read,-~ 
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-Mr. Haynie moved the blank in the resolution be filled with 
the ‘21st December.’ Lost. 

Mr. Hill moved the blank be filled with ¢ Monday the 7th 
instant, at twelve o'clock. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the blank was filled with ‘Satur- 
day next, at twelve o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the clerk was instructed to fur- 
nish the resolution, forthwith, to the Senate, 

A joint resolution for the relief of the clerks in the several 
Department of Government; 

Was read second time, and , 

On motion of Mr. Reily, the rule was suspended, and reso- 
lution read third time and passed; 

“And the clerk directed to transmit it to the Senate. 

A bill concerning the writ of sequestration; 

Was read third time,— 

Mr. Williamson moved that itbe referred to a select com- 
mittee. 

The ayes and nayes were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Huling, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Parker, Pillsbury, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, 
Wright and William-son—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Angustin, Blow, Bell, Hill, Haynie, Mur- 
chison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Porter Reily, Roberts, Shaw, 
Usher, and Van Zandt—15. 

The bill was referred toa select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Williamson, Caldwell, Porter, Miller and Hill. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that they had indefinitely postponed a .¢ joint resolution for re- 
ducing the salary of the Chief Justice of the ! epublic.’ 


On motion of Mr. Thomas, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P., M. 
The'House met, 
The roll was called, a quorum present, 
The House proceeded to business. 
Mr. Williamson, by leave offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, that a select committee be appointed to inquire into 
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that pnrpose have been audited during the present session òf 
Congress, and at what rates printing has Leen paid for. 

Which was adopted; 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Shaw, Parker, Arnett, Bar- 
nett and Haynie, said committee. 

A bill to organize a part of the county of Liberty for judicial 
and other purposes; 

Was taken up, andon motion of Mr. Van Ness, 

Was laid on the table until called up. 

A bill to organize a part of the counties of Colorado and Ma. 
tagordä for judicia] and other pu poses, 

“Was laid on the table until called up. 

A bill to amend an act enti:led an act to alter an act creating 
a public revenue by impost duties, and for the protection of 
Texian agriculture and domestic industry; 

Was read second time by its caption, and referred to the 
finance committee. . 

A bill to provide for the raising one company of mounted 
gunmen, for the frontier service, against the Mexicans and 
hostile Indians; 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on 
military affairs. 

A bill better to define the boundary line between the counties 
of Austin and Fort Bend, east of the Brazos; 

Was read second time by its caption, and referred to the com- 
mittee on county boundaries. 

Joint resolution defining the pay of members of C ongress; 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on 
finance. 

Joint resolution authorizing the sale of lots in the town of 
Calhoun; 

Was read second time, and referred to tle committee on 
finance. ~ 

A message was received from, his Excellency, the President, 
by his private secretary, Wm. H. Sandusky, 

A bill to repeai an act requiring the sheriff and other county 
officers to take the promissory notes of the Government, and 
for other purposes; 

Was read second time, and referred to. the committee on 
the judiciary. 

Joint resolution appropriating five thousand dollars for 
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the contingent expenses of the House of Representatives. 

Was read second time, ` 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the words ‘ House of Representatives’ 
was stricken out, and the words ‘both Houses of Congress’ 
inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended and 
resolution read third time, and passed. 

A bill explanatory of a certain act entitled an act to raisea 
public revenue by direct taxation; 

Was read second time, and referred to the committee on 
finance. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the amendment of the House to the resolution for 
electing a Chtef Justice of the Republic, had been concurred in 
by them. 

A bill to enable attorneys at law to ‘file appeal bends and 
bonds for secnrity for costs, etc ; 

Was read second time. 

Mr. Van Zandt move the bill be referred to the committee on 
the judiciary. Lost. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the engrossment of 
the bill, and stood thus:— 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Coles, Miller, Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., Van Ness, and 
Yan Zandt,—12. 

NAY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Murchison, Parker, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Wright and Williamson——24. 

The House refused to engross the bill, which was, therefore 
rejected. ° ` 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that a joint resolution for the relief of the clerks in the depart- 
ments of Government, had passed: - 

Also, of the passage af a bill to amend an act which provides 
the mode of taking testimony by interrogatories, and to provide 
amode for taking depositions. 

A bill for the regulation of the coasting trade, and the pro- 
tection of Texian shipping; 

Was read by its caption third time, and passed. 

A bill to provide for the appointment of auctioneers, ete.; 
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Was read second time by its caption, and referred to the 
committee on finance. 

A joint resolution appropriating the revenue received from 
direct taxation for the protection of certain frontier counties; 

Was read second time by its caption, and referred to the com- 
mittee on military affairs. 

A bill authorizing B. Manlove to emancipate certain slaves; 

Was read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of J. F. Delorme; 

Was read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The special committee, Porter chairman, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Wm. Donoho: 

Reported by a bill for his relief; 

Which report was received and bill read first time. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a joint resolution declar- 
ing the courts of justice barred, blocked and closed against all 
suits or prosecutions, except criminal trials, etc., for a certain 
time, etc.; 

W hich was read first time. i 

A bil] to condemn land for the public use, and to remunerate 
the owner or owners thereof for the same; 

W as read second time, and on motion, 

Was referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Shaw, Augustin, Thomas, Murchison and Coles. 

A bill to extend to those persons who served in the campaign 
against San Antonio, in the fall of 1835, a donation of land; 

” Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a bill toi increase the bond cf 
the sheriff of Harris' county; 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Thomas, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act en- 
titled an act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation, ap- 
proved January, 1840; 

Which was read first time. > 

A resolution requiring certain information from the Secretary 
of State; 

Was read second time, and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of their concurrence in the amendments of the House to a bill 
for the relief of certain free persons of color: - 

Also of the passage, with amendments, of a bill to repeal so 


187 


much of an act, approved February 5, 1840, to enable the sut- 
veyors of the several counties to make out and return correct 
maps of the same. . 

On motion of Mr. Blow, the rule was suspended that pro- 
hibits a vote being re-consideied after twenty-four hours have 
expired. - 

And,on motion, the rule was further suspended, and vote re- 
considered on the adoption of the report of the committee on 
public lands, on the petition of Nathaniel T'ownsend; 

And petition re-committed to the committee on public lands. 

A bill to repeal so much of an act, approved February 5, 
1840, to enable the surveyors of the several counties to make 
out and return correct maps of the same; 

Was, on motion of Mr. Porter, made the special order of the 
day for Monday next. 

Abill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to commence issuing of patents, and for other purposes; 

Was read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Blow, the house adjourned until nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. - 


Taurspay, December 3, 1840, 


& 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. . 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
fo their names, viz: — - : : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, 
Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, 
Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith ef Brazoria, Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business.. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Shaw presented the petition of W. W. Bell, praying for. 
relief; 
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Which was referred to the committee on claims and ae 
counts, l 

Mr. Johns presented the petition of sundry citizens of Red 
River eounty, praying Congress to pass a law to allow a free 
man of color, by the name of Wiley, the privilege of remaining 
in the Republic; : 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic, 

Mr. Reily presented the petition of sundry citizens of Harris 
county, praying Congress to pass a certain amended act which 
is attached to the petitition; allowing them to establish a Libra- 
ry in the city of Houston; 4 

Which was.read, and referred to the committee on edu- 
cation. l 

Mr. Mayfield presented the petition of Wm. F. Wilson, 
sheriff of the county of Galveston, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. . 

Mr. Lann presented the claims, etc. of the Comanche Indians; 

Which was referred to the committee on Indians affairs, 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
eastern section of the county of Red River, praying for a divi- 
sion of said county; 

Which was referred to the.committee on county houndaries, 

A majority of the committee on the state of the Republic, to 
whom was referred a bill to provide for taking the census of 
the inhabitants of the Republic: 

Reported, that they were of the opinion, that a greater injury 
would result to the public, than advantage; and, therefore, 
deem it impolitic to pass said bill. 

Messrs. Huling and Mayfield, a minority of said committee, 
ae a counter report, and recommended the passage of the 

ui; 

Which reports and bill were, on motion, made the special 
order.of the day for Monday next, 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of David Sample: 

Reported unfavorable thereon, 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the petition was recommitted to a 
special committee, consisting of Messrs. Van Ness, Thatcher, 
Rogers and Porter. 
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The following report was made by the enrolling compniltee: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Dec, 3, 1840. 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the following 
acts and joint resolutions, viz: 

An act changing the name of Lydia Ann Chapman, to Mary 
Ann Chapman Wilson. 

An act for the relief of the purchasers of Austin city and 
out lots. And 

A joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Aikin. 

And find the same correctly enrolled, and presented the same 
to the President for his approval on the second instant. 

: : G. W. HILL, One of com’t. 

Which report was adopted. 

The committee on claims and accounts, Usher chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Willis Roberts: 

Reported unfavorable thereon; 

Which report was adopted. . 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of David Rusk: 

Reported favorable to the resolution, and recommended its 
passage; 

Which report was received, and resolution laid on the table. 

Also, the petition of B. M. Garr and Hail Barton: 

fF eported favorable by bill for their relief; 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

The engrossing committee made the following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 3, 1840. 

The committee on engrossed bills, would beg leave ta re- 
port that, they have examined the following bills and joint 
resolutions: 

A bill'to extend to those persons who served in the campaign 
against San \ntonio, in the fall of 1835, a donation of land. 

A joint resolution appropriating five thousand dollars for the 
contingent expenses of both Houses of Congress. 

A bill authorizing B. Maulove to emancipate certain slaves. 

And a bill for the “relief of John F. Delorme. 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. ene chairn. 
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Mr. Johns offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that a select committee of five be appointed and in: 
Structed to inquire into the expediency of disbanding the regu. 
lar army, and of providing a more active and economical plan 
for the defence of the frontier counties; this to do, as soon as 
practicable, and to report to this House the result of their deli- 
berations by bill or otherwise. Adopted. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Johns, Houston, Thatcher, 
Miller and Pillsbury, said committee. 


Mr. Lann, by leave, introduced a bill incorporating ‘Fur and 
Trading Companies’ of the Rio Grand; > 
Which was read first time, 


Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, with the concurrence of the Senate, that a select 
committee be appointed on the part of the House to act with 
such committee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, 
to take into consideration the propriety of a war with Mexico 
and the best mode of warfare against either Mexicans or ln- 
dians; and report thereon. Adopted. 


Mr. Murchison offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That from henceforth and during the present ses- 
sion of Congress, the members of this House will assemble in 
session after night, for the purpose of transacting the business 
of the House; the time of so assembling to be 7 o’clock, p. m., 

Which was read, and laid on the table one day. 

Mr. Reily, hy leave, introduced a ‘bill declaring Sam Hous- 
ton Duckworth legitimate, 

Which was read first time. 

The House proceeded to the business on the Speaker's ta- 
ble, and 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner General of 
the land office to commence the issuing of patents, and for other 
purposes, was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the second section was struck out, 

Mr. Hill moved that section fourth be stricken out; 

‘The ayes and nayes were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Houston, Haigler, J ohns, ‘Lann, La 
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timer, Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thatcher, 
Usher and Van Ness—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Coles, Huling, Haynie, Mene- 
fee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of B., 
Thomas, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson—16, Carried. 

The fourth section was struck out. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following additional section, to come 
in before the last: 

Section Be it further enacted, that the sixth section of 
an act passed at the last session of Congress, to detect fraudu- 
lent land certificates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal 
claimants, be, and the same is hereby repealed, and it shall be 
the duty of the Commissioner General of the land office to issue 
patents to the assignees, in all cases where thé certificates have 
heen issued to the assignees, or where the transfer of the ċerti- 
ficate is regularly anthenticated before a notary public: Provid- 
ed, always, that the patent shall show the chain of title from 
the original claimant to the last assignee. 

Mr. Hill then moved that the bill, together with the amend- 
ments, be laid on the table. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Coles, Grigsby, Hill, Hous- 
ton, Haigler, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Williamson—16. 

NAYS— Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, 
Harrison, Huling, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, 
Usher and Wright—2l. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Williamson then moved that the bill be referred to a 
committee of the whole House, on Tuesday next. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 


AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 


Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Hil], Houston, Haigler, Haynie, 
Lann, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Shaw, 
South, of B., Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and William- 
son—2A4, 

NAYS—Messrs.’ Augustin, Bell, Huling, Johns, Latimer, 
Menefee, Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Thomas, Usher 
and Wright—13. 

The motion was carried. 
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Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a bill of general incor- 
poration of religious societies, 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Usher offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Attorney General of the Republic of 
Texas be requested to aid the committee on claims and ac- 
counts, with his opinion in relation to the accounts of Wm. F, 
Wilson, Sheriff of Galveston county, and R. J. Calder, Sheriff 
of Brazoria county. Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, the House took up the special 
order of the day, which was 

A. bill appropriating thousand dollars to carry into 
effect the provisions of an act to sectionize and sell the lands 
formerly reserved for and occupied by the Cherokee ln- 
. dians, &c., 

The House went into a committee of the whole, on the same; 

Mr. Hill in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose and report- 
ed the bill, with an amendment, back to the House, and recom- 
` mended its passage, and 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the report and bill were Jaid on 
the table, to be made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the first Auditor 
to audit the claims of the volunteers who served under the 
command of Col. John H. Moore, i in the late expedition against 
the Comanche Indians, 

Was read second time. 

Mr. Miller offered the following amendment: 

Insert in the caption and in the body of the bill, after ‘Col, 
John H. Moore,’ the words ‘and Maj. George T. Howard,’ 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following amendment: 

Add ‘also the volunteers who served under command of 
Capt. Wm. B. Stout, and Capt. Henry Stout, who served as 
rangers in the spring and summer of 1840, ‘under order of the- 
Secretary of War,’ 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Barnett offered the following amendinent: 

Add ‘also all volunteers who have been in the service of the 
Republic, and have not yet been paid for said services.’ 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the resolution was referred ta 
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a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, Barnett, 
Latimer, Murchison and Haigler. 

A bill for the relief of J. F. Delorme, 

Was read third time— 

Mr. Usher moved its indefinite postponement; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 


AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Barnett, Hill, Haigler, ' 


Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Roberts, Shaw and Usher—l1» 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Grigs- 
by, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Me- 
nafd, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Rogers, Smith of B, Thomas, Thatcher, Van — Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson—27. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Thomas moved the suspension of the rule that prohibits 
bills being amended, after their third reading. Lost. l 

The question then being taken, the bill passed. 

A joint resolution for closing courts of justice for three 
years,’ etc., 

Was read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, rule suspended and resolution 
read third time. 

Mr. Williamson then moved the indefinite postponement of 
the same. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 
Caldwell, Coles, Huling, Hill, Houston, Johns, Latimer, Mene- 
fee, M ayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of B., Thomas, Usher, Van Ness, Van “Zandt and 
Williamson—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Grigsby, Harrison, Haigler, Haynie, 
Lann, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Thatcher and Wright—11. 

Resolution indefinitely postponed. 

A bill supplementary to an act to establish and incorporate 
Kntersville College, approved February 5th, 1840, 

Was read second time, and 

Substitute offered by the select committee. Adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Bell, Hill and Rogers—4, 

DAS ee Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Cald- 
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well, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, 
Laun, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, May- 
field, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith 
of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and 
Williamson—31. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment: 

To come in after the word ‘enacted,’ in section second, ‘that 
section sixteenth of said actis hereby repealed? Adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved that section fourth be struck out. Lost, 

Mr. Kaufman moved that the bill, together with amendments, 
be recommitted to the committee on education. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Bell, 
Coles, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Latimer, Parker, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Rogers, Shaw, and Williamson—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Haynie, Mene- 
fee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., 
Thomas, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—16, Car- 
ried, and 

Bill recommitted to the committee on education. 

Mr. Porter, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the direct tax law, by 
providing that the assessment of the direct tax, shall in all 
cases be made by resident freeholders of the county; and, also, 
to report to this House what counties have failed to pay the 
taxes for the year 1839 and 1840, and the means of forcing the 
payment of such unpaid taxes. Adopted. 

Mr. Van Ness then moved the House adjourn until nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Coles, Haigler, Johns, Lann, 
Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Rogers, 
Smith, of B., Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Willian 
son—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Bell, Caldwell, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas and Usher—17. Car- 
ried. 


The House adjourned until nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 
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_ Frrpay, Dee. 4th, 1840. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: — - 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, 
Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
Wright.and Williamson, ! 

A quorum present; l ! 

The House proceeded to business, / 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
ofthe concurrence of the Senate to the amendments made by 
tie House to a §oint resolution extending further time for the 
cllection of taxes,’ 

Mr. Smith, of Montgomery, presented the petition of sundry 
dizens of Montgomery county, praying for the establishment 
‘ofa certain post office, 

Which was referred to the committee on post offices and 
post roads. l 

The committee on military affairs, Harrison, chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill to authorize the organization of one 
company of mounted gunmen, in certain frontier counties, and 
defining their duties and-privileges, 

Reported favorable thereon, and recommended its passage; 

Also, a bill to establish the fifth brigade of Texas militia, 

Reported favorable on the same, and recommended its pas- 
sage, 

Also, a bill to organize the militia, à 

Reported unfavorable to the same. 

Which reports were received, and bilis laid on the table to 
tome up among the orders of the day. 

Also, a till to provide for the raising of one company of 
mounted gunmen, for frontier service against the Mexicans and 
hostile Indians; 

Also, a resolution requiring the military committee to inquire 
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into the expediency of raising five thousand volunteers to in- 
vade Mexico, etc., 

Reported them back to the House, and recommended their re- 
ference to the joint committee of both Houses, to be appointed 
to inquire into the expediency of invading Mexico. 

Also, a joint resolution appropriating the revenue received 
from direct tax, in certain frontier counties, for the protection of 
said counties, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
reference to the finance committee. 

Also, the petition of Thomas F oss, praying for relief; 

Also, the petition of W. W. T. Smith, praying for relief; 

Reported them back to the House, and recommended. their 
reference to the committee on public lands. 

Also, the petition of the Chief Justice of the county of Travis, 
and Mayor of the city of Austin, praying for the relief of sol-' 
diers who have been discharged from the service of the Repub- 
lic, when sick or disabled, 

Reported, that they believe the case a hard one, yet, for want 
of means, they ask leave to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the same; 

Which reports were adopted. 

Also, the petition of W. B. Shackleford and Wm. Isaacs, 
praying for relief, 

Reported unfavorable to the same; 

Which report, on motion of Mr. Smith, of Montgomery, 
was laid on the table for the present. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Cecil, praying relief, 

Reported by a joint resolution for his relief; 

Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 

The committee on post offices and post roads, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Columbia, Brazoria, 
etc., praying for the establishment of a semi-weekly, instead of 
the present weekly mail, between Galveston and Columbia, by 
way of San Luis, Velasco and Brazoria, 

Reported unfavorable, and recommended that the prayer of 
the petitioners be not granted. 

W. D. MILLER, one of the com’e. 

Which report was adopted. 


The following report was made by a select committee: 
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To the Hon, David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The select committee to whom was referred a resolution 
requiring said committee to inquire into the mode of auditing 
accounts for printing; what amounts for that purpose have 
been audited during the present session of Congress, and at 
what rates printing has been paid for, have performed said 
duty, and can inform the House that al) the accounts of G. W. 
Bonnell, have been approved by the Chief Clerk of the House, 
and, also, by the committee on public printing, with the excep- 
tion of one which has not been approved by said committee; 
the account is for printing seven hundred copies of ayes and 
' nays for the use of the Chief Clerk, the cost of which is seven 
hundred and twenty dollars. The whole amount already 
audited for printing, by G. W. Bonnell, is one thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-eight dollars. The rates which have been 
allowed for printing, are as follows, viz: 


For printing wus; 2 pages, - - g60 00 
do. 3 = 90 00 
do. E of Gonunisslonai Gen’! of land 

office, 14 pages, - - 252 00 

500 copies of Centinel,  - - - - 150 60 

For printing 500 copies of Presidenes Message 12 

pages, - - 324 00 
do. bankrupt bill, 6 pages, - _ - 144 00 

500 copies of Centinel, - - 129 00 

400 do. - - - 99 00 

For printing 700 copies of ayes and noes, =  . 720 00 

$1968 00 


Which report, on motion, was laid on the table for the 
present, 

Mr. Johns, chairman of the select committee, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to condemn Jand for public 
use, and to remunerate the owner or owners thereof for the 
same: 

Reported that they had considered the same, and deemit in- 
expedient to pass a general law of that nature at prrsent; but 
are of opinion that a a special act should be passed for the coun- 
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ty which has petitioned Congress (o pass an act of this kind: 
and, therefore, would report by substitute; 

Report received, and original and substitute laid on the table, 

Mr Bell offe red a resolution, requiring that hereafter no ac- 
count for printing shail be cer tified to by the Clerk of the House, 

without said account having been first approved by the Speaker, 
and the chairman of the commitee on printing. Adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Louse of their concurrence in the amendment made by the 
Tiouse to the joint resolution for granting further time for the 
payinent of Government dues on lands. 

The Speaker appointed Mr. Shaw chairman of the committee 
on printing 

The select committee, consitsing of Messrs. Miller, Parker, 
Thatcher, Williamson and Murchison, to whom was referred 
the petition of Dr. E. K. Kellet,for the renewal of a draft for m- 
litary services, lost by him,amounting to one hundred and sixty 
dollars and ten cents: 

Reported, that they have examined the same, and believe the 
petitioner is entitled to the relief he asks; and have according- 
iy prepased a bill, and recommend its passage; 

Report was received, and bill read first time. 

Mr. Caldwell offered a resolution, that the committee on 
public printing be instructed to settle with the printers for the 
amount of labor already performed; and be instructed to con- 
irect for only forty numbers of each paper for the future} 

Laid on the table. 

Mr. Latimer, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of Edward West; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Arnett, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
for the relief . James R. Martin; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Lann offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign relations be in- 
sturcted to enquire into the expediency of so amending the 9th 
section of the genera] provisions of tlic Constitution, with a 
view to admit emigrants with their slaves from all countries, 
where slavery actually exists, and report their deliberations to 
this House. - 
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The ayes and nayes were called {or on its adoption, and 
sood thus:— 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Bell, Coles, Warrison, Lann, 
Miller, Smith ot B., "Thatcher, Van Ness and Wright —10. 

NAY ES— Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett Caldwell, 
Gngsby, Huling, Hill, Honston, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Men- 
eee, Mayfield, Par kər, Pillsbur y, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Ro- 
grs, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas Usher, Vag Zandt and 
Williamson —26. 

The resolution was rejected. 

Mr} Johns, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act enti- 
led an act to piovide the mode of trying titles to lands, ap- 
proved on the 4th of February, 1840; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Arnett, by leave, introduced a bill to alter the name of 
he town of Swartwout in the northern division of Liberty 
county, and ineorporate the same; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Rogers offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to take into 
consideration, and report to this Honse, the propriety of chang- 
ing the present system of probate courts; 

Which was adopted. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Rogers, Hill, Barnett, Johns, 
Lann and Porter, said committee. 

On motion, the House took up the special 


ORDER OF THE DAY. 


Being a bill appropriating thousand dollars, to 
arry into effect the provisions of an act to sectionize and sell 
the land formerly reserved for, and occupied by the Cherokee 
Indians, ete. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the House went into the commit- 
tee of the whole [fouse on the same. 

Mr. Van Ness in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose—reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again; 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the House adjourned until twe 
“o'clock, p. m. 
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Two o’CLock, P. M, 
The House met, 
T'he roll was called, and a quorum present, 
T'he house proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to incorporate the Galveston University; 
Was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Menard, 
Was laid on the table until called up. 
A bill to extend to those persons who served in the campaign 
against San Antonio in the fall of 1835, a donation of land; 
Was read third time, and passed. 
A bill for the relief of Margaret Wright; 
Was read second time, and on motion, 
Was referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Wil- 
liamson, Wright, Roberts, Rogers, Parker and Murchison. 
Mr. Hill moved, that the House again go into the committee 
of the whole, on the special order of the day. 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Bell, Blow, 
Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Houston, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee Murchison, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw Smith of B., Smith, of M., Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Ness, and Van Zandt—35. 
NAYS—Messrs. Huling, Parker, Wright and Wiliam- 
son—4. 
Carried, and the House went into the committee of the whole. 
After some time spent therein, the committee rose—reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again; 
Report adopted. 
Mr. Harrison moved the House adjourn until seven o’clock, 
m. 
P The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus:— 
AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Bell, Coles, Huling, Hill, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, 
Parker, Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, and Van Zandt—-19. 
NAYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Caldwell, Grigsby, 
Harrison,Smith, of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher Van Ness, 
Wright and Wiliamson—12. 
The House adjourned until seven o’clock, this evening. 
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SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met, $ 
The roll was called, a quorum present, 
The House proceeded to business. f 
Mr. Roberts, by leave, offered the following resolution: 


this House with all the papers captured in the Cherokee cam- 
paign, relative to the title of the Cherokees to the country for- 
merly occupied by them; and all the papers and documentsin 
his possession of interest relative thereto; 

Which was read first time. 

And, on motion, rule suspended that requires resolutions ask- 
ing information, etc., to lay upon the table one day:— 

Read second time, and resoluion adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House again went into the 
committee of the whole on the special order of the day, 

Mr. Porter in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose—reported 
the.bill back to the House, and asked leave to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same. 

The ayes and nays were cajled for on the adoption of the re- 
port, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Bell, Coles, Huling, Johns, Latimer, Men- 
eee, Murchison, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Shaw, Smith, of B., 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Wright and Williamson—17. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Hill 
Houston, Haynie, Lann, Menard, Miller, Maytield, Reily, 
Roberts, and Van Zandt—14. A 

Carried, and repert adopted. 

Mr. Arnett moved the House adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing, nine o'clock. Fest. 

Mr. Houston mersi the House adjourn until ten e’clock, to- 
Morrow morning. R 

The ayes ond uroo were taken, and stood as follows: 

AYES—“‘hessr~. Speatet, Arnett, Houston, Latimer, Me, 
ward, Parker, Pany, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith 
fB., Thatcher, Uhr, Yau Zandt and Wright—i6. 
NAYS—Messis, Blow, Bell, Caidwell, Coles, Huling, Hill, 
Haynie, Johns, Lawn, Wencfee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, 
Thomas, Van Ness v! iVilliamson—16. 
oa beag a uc, the motion was lost. 

} 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to furnish’ 
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Mr. Hill moved the adoption of the amendment made to the 
Lill on yesterday, by the committee; which was, to fill the 
blanks in the bill, with the words “seventy-five thousand.” 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messts. Blow, Bell, Coles, Huling, Hill, Houstan, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Roberts, Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Ness, Wright and V illiamson—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Menefee, Menard, May- 
fieid, Parker, Reily and Van Zandt—8. 

Carried, and amendment adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved that the bill under discussion be made the 
special order of the day for to-morrow, at two o’elock, p. m. 

The icngest time having preeedence— 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the bill was laid on the table, to 
be the special order of the day for Monday next, at two o’clock, 

ans 

Mr. Thomas moved that the House now take up the orders 
of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the House adjourned until to- 
rmoroow morning, ten o’cleck. 


Sarvurpay, December 5, 1840. 


"Che house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
i heir names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Blow, Bell, 
Caldwell, "Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Hyling, Hill, Houston, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Thomas, Thatcher; 


, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, and Williamson. 


A quorum present, 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adpted. 

A committee of three appeared from the Senate, and request- 


| 


203 


ed ike return to the Senate of a ‘joint resolution to repeal so 
much of an act compe.sating officers of the civil li-t, approved 
on the 9th day of December, 1836, as relates to the Chief Jus- 
tice of the Republic,’ which had been indefinitely postponed 
by them; that they might now have another action on the 
same. 

. The question was put, and the request was unanimously 
syanted by the House. 

2;Mr. Caldwell presented the petition of James Smith, praying 
Congress to change the name of certain children therein named, 
and to make them his lawful heirs; . 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Murchison presented the petition of J. W. Scailon and 
Rebecca Spier, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

The committee on education, to whom was teferied a bill sup- 
plementary to an act to establish and incorporate the Ruters- 
ville College, approved on the 5th Feb., 1840: 

Reported by substitute, and recommended its passage. 

JOHNS, Chairn. 

Report received, and original and substitute laid on the table 
‘ocome up among the orders of the day. 

The Speaker appointed Gustavus Parker, chairman of the 
committee on post offices and post roads. 

Mc Hartison offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the 18th joint rule be suspended, and that a 
committee of three be appointed to wait upon the Senate, and 
invite that body into the hall of the House of Representatives 
this day at twelve o'clock, for the purpose of electing a Cntef 
Justice of the Republic. Adopted. 

The Speaker appointed Messis. Harrison, Reily and Haynie, 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of M. the petition of W. B. Shack- 
leford and Win. Isaacs, together with the report of the military 
committee on the same, were re committed to said committee. 

Mr. Thomas, by lcave, introduced a bill to charter the Hous- 
ton and Austin Turnpike Company; 

Which was read first time. 

A communication from Mr. Whiting, addressed to the 
Speaker of the House, was read. i 
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Accompanying the communication were a parcel of the re 
ports of the Commissioner General of the Land Office, which 
had been printed by particular request. And = ~ 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Speaker was requested to 
tender the thanks of the House, to Mr. Whiting for the same, 

‘The committee to waiton the Senate and invite them to at- 
tend in the hall of Representatives, to go into an election of 
Chief Justice of the Lepublic,. 

Returned, and reported their duty performed. 

A message from the Senate informing the House of the pas. 
sage, with amendments, of a joint -resolution to repeal so much 
ofan act compensating officers of the civil list, passed and ap- 
proved on the 9th of December, 1836, as relate to the Chiet 
Justice of the Republic. 

The amendments were to strike out the ‘2d section,’ and add- 
to section Ist, ‘any thing in the law to the contrary notwith- 
standing,’ i 

The question was taken, and the amendments were concur- 
red in by the House. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the judiciary committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of adopting the policy, and providing 
by law, that hereafter slaves shall not be subject to forced sales ' 
and execution; and that they report to this House. Adopted. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the set- 
tlement of the accounts of Government agents; 

Which was read first time. 

A message was received from the Senate,informing the House 
that the Senatecordially accepted of the invitation of the House, 
to attend in the hall of Representatives, at twelve o’clock, to 
elect a Chief Justice of the Republic. 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution: 

Whereas, the House has by a vote of yesterday rejecteda 
resolution instructing the committee on foreign relations to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Constitution as to 
permit the introduction of slaves from alt countries where slave- 
ry is tolerated; therefore, 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign relations be in- 
structed to inquire into the evpediency of so amending the Con- 

itution, as to prohibit the introduction of slaves from the U. 
ates of the North, in order that the slave-holder and emigrant 
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from the said States may be placed on an equal footing with 
those front other countries. a . 

Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment: 

‘Also enquire into the expedieny of driving all slaves out of 
‘the Republic.’ 

Which was rejected. ; 

‘The ayes and nays were called. for on the adoption of the re- 
sotitien, and were thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Augustin, Bell, Menard—3. 


+ 


NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, i 


Coies, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigier, 
‘Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Muller, 
Mayfield, Pa:ker, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 

mith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, 
Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson—35. Rejected. 

‘A message from the Senate, informing the House, that they 
had suspend.d the 18th joiut rule, for the purpose of holding an 
election for Chief Justice of the Republic. 

Mr. Roberts offered the following resofution: 

Resolved, that the committee on public printing contract with 
the printers of the public journals of this city for two hundred 
copies ot each of the same; and that the contract for five hun- 
dred heretofore made, be, and the same is hereby rescinded.— 
Adopted. , 

The House proceeded to the business on the Spealxer’s ta- 
ble, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to lay up a portion of the navy, to abolish the office of 
Secretary of the Navy, and also, to abolish the offices of navy 
agent and navy store-keeper, and for other_purposes; 

Was read second time by its caption, and referred to the 
committee on finance. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Donoho; 

Was read second time, 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

Strike out t 5016; and insert ‘2508? Rejected. 

The question was then taken on the engrossment of the bill. 

‘The ayes and nays were called for, and were as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 


Bell, oo Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, 
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Jaynie, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Mil. 
ler, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reity, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Wright and 
Williamson—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Hill, Houston, Lann, Smith, of M. and 
Usher—5. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of a bill for the relief of certain heirs. 

Also, ofa bill to annex the port of San Luis to the District 
of Brazos. : 

Also, of their concurrence to the resolution of the JIcnse, and: 
of the appointment of Messrs Daingerfield, Lester and Byrne, 
as a select committee on the part of the Senate, to act with like 
committee on the part of the House, to take into consideration 
the proprety of a war with Mexico, and the best mode of war- 
fare against either Mexicans or Indians. 

' The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Porter, Coles, Van 
Zandt, Harrison, Augustin, Blow and Menefee, said select com- 
mittee on the part of the House. 

A resolution requiring the House to hold night sessions; 

Was read second time, and laid on the table until called np. 

A resolution asking information of the Secretary of State; 

Was read second time, and adopted. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Edward West; , 

Was read second time by its caption, and referred to the 
committee on military affairs. 

« Oa motion of Mr. Mayfield, a joint resolution for the relief 
of David Rusk, was taken up; 

Read second time, and on motion, rule suspended, 

Read third time and passed. 

Mr. ‘Thomas offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Commissioner 
General of the Land Office to cause a portion of the public do- 
inain to be sectionized, and brought into market as soon as pos- 
sible, for the purpose of redeeming our treasury notes and other 
liabilities. Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, a bill to repeal and amend cer- 


tain parts or portions of an act concerning executions, was 
taken up; 
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Read second time; and ordered to be engrossed. o 

A resolution in relation to new business, was taken up; And 
on motion of Mr. Usher, 

Was indefinitely postponed. 

A communication from the State department, in answer to a 
resolution requiring information in relation to certain govern- 
ment buildings, ete., 

Was read, and 

Referred to the investigating committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they were now ready to attend, and go into the elec- 
tion of a Chief Justice for the Republic. 

The following report was made by the enrolling committee: 


Com. Room, House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 5, 1840. ? 

The committee on enrolled bilis, have examined a joint re- 
solution to repeal so much ofan act compensating officers of the 
civil list, passed and approved on the 9th day of December, 
1836, as relates to Chief Justices of the Republic, and fiud the 
same correctly enrolled, apd presénted the same to the Presi- 
dent for his approval on the 5th instant. 

G. W. HILL, oñe of the come. 


Report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Haynie and Usher, was appointed to wait on Mr. 
Ensworth, at his room and receive his vole for Chief Justice 
of the Republic. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the clerk was instructed to in- 
form the Senate, that the House was now ready to receive 
them. for the purpose of going into an election of Chief Justice 
for the Republic 
_ The Senate Aving appeared in the hall of Representatives, 
their object was stated by the President of the Senate, who was 
invited to take a seat by the side of the Speaker, and the Sena- 
tors to advance to a seat prepared for them in front. 

The select committee appointed to wait upon Mr. Ensworth 
and receive his vote, returned and 

Reported duty performed. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election, by joint 
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kallot, of a Chief Justice for the Republic, and voted viva voce, 

Mr. Jones nominated John Hemphill. 

Mr. Everitt nominated James Webb, 

_ Those members of the Senate voting for Mr. Hemphill, were 
Messrs. Byrne, Dangerfieid, Gaines, Greer, Jones, Muse and 
Stroud—7. 

Those voting for Mr. Webb, were Messrs. Barnet, Evaret, 
Kendric, Lester, Miller, Moore and Potter—7. i 

Those members of the House voting for Mr. Hemphill, were 
Messrs, Speaker> Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Bell, Emsworth, 
Harrison, Hill, Heuston, Johns, Latimer, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M., Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Xess and Wright—2l. 

Those voting for Mr. Webb, were Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, 
Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, 
Murchjson, Menard, Mayfield, Parker, Porter, Reily, Smxh 
of B., Thomas, Van Zandt, and Williamson—19, 


RECAPITULATION. 
Mr. Hemphill received - <- - 28 votes. 
« Webb e -= 26 «“ 


Mr. John Hemphill having received a` majority of all the 
votes given, was declared by the Speaker duly and constitu- 
tionally elected Chief Justice of the Republic, for the ensuing 
four years. 

The Senate having retired. , 

Mr. Thatcher moved the House adjourn until nine o'clock, 
Monday morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Houston, Haigler, Menard, 
Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Smith, of B, Thatcher, Usher, 
Yan Ness and Wright—13. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, 
Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hil), Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Ro- 
ae Shaw, Smith, of M., Thomas, Van Zandt and Wright 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Thomas then moved that the House adjourn until 2 
o'clock, p.m. Lost. 

A bill declaring Sam Houston Duckworth legitimate, 

Was read second time. : 
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Mr. Usher moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 
Lost. 

The question then being taken, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. : 

Mr. Caldwell then moved the House adjourn until Monday 
morning, nine o’clock. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Hous- 
ton, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Menard, Miller, May- 
field, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M., 
Usher, Van Ness and Wright—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Harrison, Huling, 
Hill, Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Parker, Porter, Roberts, 
Shaw, Thomas, Van Zandt and Williamson—16. Carried. 

The House adjourned until Monday morning, nine o'clock. 


Se a 


Mownpay, December 7, 1840. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

‘Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: — 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Grigsby, Harri- 
son, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menelfee, Mnr- 
chison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Roberts, 
Shaw, Smith, of Brazoria, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright 
and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopt 

The engrossing committee made the following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
: Dec. 7, 1840. 
The committee on engrossed bills, have examined the follow- 
lowing bills and joint resolutions : 
A joint resolution for the relief of David Rusk, Sheriff of Na- 
cogdoches county; 
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A bill for the relief of Wm. Donoho; 

A bill to repeal and amend certain parts or portions of an act 
concerning executions; and 

A bill-declaring Sam Houston Duckworth legitimate, 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 


THOS. B. HULING, chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 
Mr. Hill, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize Gen’) E, 
Morehouse to accept the services of three hundred volunteers 


to dislodge the Indians embodied on the upper waters of the 
Brazos river, 


„ Read first time. 

Mr. Hill moved the suspension of the rule, that the bill might 
be placed on its seccnd reading. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Hu'ting, Hil!, Haigler, Haynie, Lani, 
Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Renly, Roberts, Shaw, 
Smith of B., Smith of M, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt and Wright—-26. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Johns, Latimer, Parker, Pills- 
bury, Porter, Rogers, Usher and Wiiamson—9. Carried, and 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, was referred to the committee 
on military affairs, with instructions to sit and report on the 
_ Same forthwith. j 

Mr. Smith, of M., offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to farpish 
this House with a statement of the nuniber of men who have 
enlisted into the service of the first regiment of regular infan- 
try, since the passage of the law creating the same, together 
with the cost of the same, stating the amount paid in par funds, 
aud the amount paid in the promissory notes of the govern- 
ment: also, a statement of the number of men who have de- 
serted from the said regiment, with the amount paid in const- 
quence thereof, specifying the number of men who have suc- 
ceeded in escaping, and the numher who have been recaptur- 
ed; also, the number of horses, and saddles and bridles, which 
have been purchased for the use of the army, with the costs of 
the same, and specifying the number of horses, saddles, bridles, 
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elc, still on hand, distinguishing between those that are fit for 
use, and those that are unfit for use. ` 
Read ard laid on the table one day. 
On motion of Mr. Porter, the following communieation from 
his Excellency the President, was taken up and read : 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec. 2, 1840. 
fo the Hon. the Senate and š 
House of Representatives. 
- Gentlemen—Accompanying this, I transmit for your consi- 
deration a communication fromthe Hon. Secretary of War, 
verfclosing the report of Col. W. G. Cooke, 1st regiment of in- 
fantry, and the estimate of the proper bureau for the amount of 
funds necessary to equip and supply his command. 
' It will be seen by reference to Col. Cooke’s report, that he 


has, after travelling a country hitherto almost unknown, and ` 


encountering all the difficulties incident to such a march, 
reached Red river, and selected a very judicious point, above 
the settlements on that stream, for the establishment of the first 
post. As soon as he can be supplied with the means called for 
in his requisitions, he will return along the line of defence and 
plant the other posts. It remains for Congress to determine 
whether the appropriations necessary for this end, shall be 
made, or this system of permanent frontier defence be abah- 


doned. : 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


Which communication and accompanying documents, were 
Teferred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs, Porter, 
Parker, Roberts, Johns and Haynie. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill to provide for the investi- 
gation of escheated or forfeited lands, and to direct the disposi- 
tion of the same, was taken up and referred to the committee of 
the whole House, on Wednesday next, at 12 o’clock. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, introduced a bill to discharge the 
regular army of this Republic, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of exempting from execution, except 
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for taxes or revenue, all property in the Republic of whatever 
kind, denomination or description, for the space of ten years, 
from and after the day of 1841. 

The ayes and nayes were called for on its adoption, and 
stood thus:— i 

AY &S—Messrs. Lann, Miller, Mayfield and Thatcher—4, 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 
Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, HJ], Jobus, Latimer, 
Menefve, Murchison, Menard, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B , Thomas, Usher, Van Ness, 
Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson—29, 

Resolution rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution, supplementary toa 
joint resolution for the relief of purchasers of Austin city and 
out lots, and that they had suspended all rules, and requested 
the House to do the same. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a bill to provide the way of 
filling the office of City Recorder, 

Read first time. 

Joint resolution supplementary toa joint resolution, for the 
relief of purchasers of Austin city and out lots, 

Was read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, rule suspended, and 

Read second time, and 

On motion, rule further suspended, and resolution 

Read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Murchison offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the sergeant at arms and door keeper, be in- 
structed to prevent the entrance within the bar of this House‘ 
of any person except Heads of Departments and Bureaus, 
Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, and Members of 
the Senate, unless such persons be specially introduecd by 
some member of the House. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendiment: 

Insert ‘Foreign Ministers, Ladies and their gallants, Chap- 
Jains and Hx-members of Congress,’ 

Whic.. was adopted. 


Mr. Williamson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
resolution. 
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The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, 
Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Shaw, Usher 
and Williamson—14, 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Hill, Johns, 
Lann, Murchison, Menard, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Smith ot B., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and 
Wright—18. Lost. 

A bill to repeal the first section of an act, approved February 
5th, 1840, to enable the Surveyors of the several counties to 
make out and return correct maps of the same, 

On motion, was laid on the table until called up. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, a bill for the relief of William 
Donoho, was taken up; 

Read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a bill to repeal and amend cer- 
lin parts or portions of an act concerning executions, was 
taken up: s 

On examination it was found to be incorrectly engros- 
sed, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, was recommitted to the com- 
mitte on the judiciary. 

The comuilttee on military affairs, Harrison chairman, to 
whoin was referred a bill to authorize Gen’l E. Morehouse to 
accept the services of thr: e hundred volunteers to dislodge the 
Indians embodied on the upper waters ofthe Brazos river, 

Reported the same to the House with amendments, and re- 
commended its passage. ` 

The amendments were— 

lst. Add after Morehouse, wherever it oceurs in the bill after 
the first section, the words, ‘or such other persons as the said 
volunteers shall select. Adopted. 
s Strike out in section fourth, ‘or other public stores.’ 

opted. 

dd. Strike out the ‘fifth section.’ Adopted. 

4th. Strike out the word ‘supplies, in section sixth, and in- 
srt ‘provisions.’ Adopted. 

5th. And add the following additional section: ‘Sec. 7th. Be 


itfurther enacted, that the said volunteers shall be allowed to ` 


elect ae officers.’ Adopted, 
2 


\ 
i 


wees 


mee pte WE eai 


-7 maggi 


214 à 


And, on motion, the rule was further suspetided; and bili 
Read third time and passed, 
And clerk directed to furnish the bill to the Senate as soon 
as engrossed. 
A bill to provide for taking the census, or enumeration of the 
inhabitants, having been made the special order of the day for 
this day, was taken up; And 
Was read second time. 
Mr. Caldwell moved the bill be made the special order of the 
day for Friday next. 
On motion of Mr. Latimer, the ro} was cajled, and sergeant 
‘at arms despatched for absentees. 
The question was then taken on the engrossment of the bill, 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Johns, Latimer, Mayfield, 
* Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M. and Van 
Zandt—19. 
~ NAY iS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Haigler, Haynie, 
Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Parkzr, Pillsbury, 
Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Ushey Van Ness Wright and 
Williamson—19. 
There being a tie, the engrossment of the bill was tost, and 
bill rejected. - 
Messrs. Bell and Ensworth were sick and unable to attend, 


Mr. Augustin, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take into con- 
sideration the propriety of establishing the permanent location 
ef the seat of Government. 

Which was rejected. 

Mr. Pillsbury, chairman of the naval committee, by leave. 
made the following report: 


The committee on naval affairs, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution authorizing and requiring the Secretary of the Navy 
to issue certificates of bounty land to the officers, seamen aud 
marines of the Repulic; herewith submit a substitute, and 1 
spectfully recommend its passage. 


T. PILLSBURY, Chairn. 


215 


Which report was received, and bills laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

A billto amend an act which provides the mode of taking 
testimony by interrogatories, and to provide the mode of taking 
depositions; 

Was read first time. 

A communication from the War Department, in answer te 
a resolution requiring the Cherokee papers, ete., 

Was read,— 

Mr. Mayfield moved that the documents in Spanish, ete., ac- 
companyiug the communication, be translated. 

The ayes aud nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY &S—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 
Caldwell, Grigsby, Huling, H Il, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, 
Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield. Pillsbury, Porter, 
Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, Van Ness 
ad Van Zandt—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Coles, Harrison, Johus. Lann, Murchison, 
Parker, Smith of B, Usher, Wright aud Williamson—10. 
Oarried. 


Mr. Houston moved that the Speaker be directed to employ 
some person to translate the documents. 

‘ Mr. Williamson offered the following amendment to Mr. 
Ilouston’s motion: f 

‘And that the Speaker be instrucjed to inform such person 
that he is to receive no conpensation for his labors. i 

Mr. Van Ness then tendered his services in the trauslation of 
the same; provided, a clerk would atend and assist him. 

Whereupon, the Speaker directed the enrolling clerk to as- 
sist Mr. Van Ness. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the appointment of #iessrs. Barnet, Daingerfield and Stroud, 
a committee of confer: nce on the part of the Senate, to act with 
alike committee, already appointed on the part of the House, 
totake into consideration a bill to protect assemblies for religious 
worship. 

The committee on county boundaries, to whom was referred a 
bill to better define the boundaries of the county of Galveston: 
Repo¢ted the same back to the House, and recommended its 
referezice to a select committee, consisting of the members from 
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the counties, the boundaries of which the bill proposes to 
change. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of the county of Red 
River, praying for two new counties: 

Reported by bill; 

Which reports and bills were laid on the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the Cherokee bill was made 
the special order of the day for to-morrow, at eleven oelek. 

On motion of Mr. Caldweli, the House adjourned until to- 
moroow morning, nine o'clock, 


TuErspay, December 8, 1840, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: — 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, -Caldwell, Coles; 
Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Lann, "Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith, of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, 
"Thatcher, Usher, and Van Ness 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded’ to business, 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of W. B. Anderson, pray- 
ing for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Latimer presented the petition of Levi Deen, praying 
for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Huling presented the petition of Samuel Goode, pray- 
ing for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 


A majority of the committee on claims and accounts, to whom 
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had been referred the petition of Wm. F. Wilson, praying for 
eliels «2 
` Reported by a bill for his relief. 

* - P. USHER, Chair’n, 


Fyrr. Usher chaifman of said committee made a counter re- 
port; and said that he did not agree with the majority of the 
cominittee, so far as relates to the amount agreed upon by them, 
bat was willing that the account of said sheriff be submitted to 
the Secund Auditor for his examination, approval, or rejection, 
and believe that no relief bill was necessary in this case. 


Which reports and bill were, on motion of Mr. Pillsbury, 

Recommitted to a select eommittee, consisting of Messrs. 
Pillshury, Menard, Barnett, Smith of M. and Parker. 

- Mr. Usher moved that the House excuse him trom furtuer 
services as chairman of the committee of claims and accounts. 

The question was put, and the House unanimoudly refused 
‘to excuiie him, 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution: . 

Fesolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending the probate laws 
as will atifhorize the probate courts of this Republic, to bind 
fora given time to guardians, orphans, whose estates are in- 
sufficient to support and educate them, with such. restrictions 
and conditions as may be deemed expedient. Adopted. 

Mr. Johns, by leave,introduced a bill toincorporate the ‘Texas 
College of Physicians and surgeons; 

' Read first time. 


A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Odice to commence the issuing of patents, and for 
other purposes- ` 
| Having been made the special order of the day, was taken up, 
' and the question was put, and the House went into committee 
ofthe whole House on the same. . 


Mr. Menefee in the Chair. i 


After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and re- 
ported the bill back to the Hcuse with sundry amendments, 
and. recommended the bill, together with the amendments, be 
relerred to a select committee, 

22* 


smeiti n MERE Tae ser ol apelillenepieteetes uaea maggao ape 


wane Oy 


wre ~~ eames 


218 


The question was put, and the report was adopted by the 
House. 

Whereupon, the Speaker appointed Messrs, Hill, Menefee, 

Yan Zandt, Blow and Porter, said committee. 
å bill appropriating seventy-five thousand dollars in the 
promissory notes of the-Government, to carry into effect the 
provisions of an act to sectionize and sell the jands formerly re- 
served for and occupied by the Cherokee Indians: 

Being the special order of the day, was taken up on its se. 
cond reading. i 

- Mr. Menefee offered the following amendment: 

Provided, that all land Jezally located, and granted to indi- 
viduals, prior the the act of the Consultation in favor of the 
Cherokee claims, included within the territory proposed to be 
sectionized and sold, shall be exempted from the provisions of 
the act to which this is a supplement. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of Da- 
vid Rusk, sheriff of Nacogdoches county. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m, 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. N. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House again took up the Cherokee bill, being the special 
order of the day. 

The question was taken on the adoption of Mr. Menefee's 
amendment.  . 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES -Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Har- 
rison, Hill, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Van 
Zandt and Wright—13, 

NAYS—Messrs. Angustin, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Huling, 
Houston, Haigler, Haynie. Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, 
Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and Williamson—24. 
Rejected. 

Mr. 14i) offered the following additional section: 

Be it further enacted, ‘That all persons having had surveyed 
any lands within the limits of the country, provided to be sec- 
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tisnized and sold by an ‘act to sectionize and sell the lands for- 
merly reserved for and occupied by the Cherokee Indians,’ ap- 
proved day of 1840, having legal claims against 
this government, for lands to be located upon any vacant lands 
of this government, shall have the right to locate the same 
elsewhere; provided, that within twelve months, from and after 
the passage of this act, they shall have the field notes of suck 
surveys cancelled, upon the books of the county Surveyor of 
the county where the same may have been recorded. 

Mr. Haynie moved the House adjourn until nine o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. Lost, 

Mr. Porter moved to adjourn until eleven o’clock to-morrow. 
Lost. 

Mr. Williamson then called for the previous question. 

Whereupon, Mr. Van Ness moved the House adjourn until 
pine o'clock, to-morrow morning. Lost. j 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the vote was reconsidered on the 
last vote to adjourn, and i 

Mr. Van Ness then moved the House adjourn until nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays weré ealled for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Coles, Grigsby, Houston, Haynie. Lann, Menefee, Menard, 
Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., 
Thatcher, Van Ness Van Zandt and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Johns, 
Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas, 


4 


Usher and Williamson—14. Carried. 
And the House stood adjourned until nine o’clock, to-morrow 
mərning. . - 
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Wepwnespay, Dec. 9, 1840. 
‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the chaplain. 
The roll was called, aid the following members answered to 
their names, viz : S i 
Messrs, Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Cald- 
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well, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, 
Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thémas, 
Thatcher, Usher, Yan Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Wil. 
liamson. 

A quorum present, ‘ 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adapted. 

Mr. Haynie moved that the House go into an election of 
another assistant clerk, and nominated Mr. Stephen Z. Hoyle. 

There being no other nomination, the question bejng put te 
S Mr. Hoyle was declared duly elected assistant 
clerk. 

Whereupon the Speaker administered the oath to Mr, Hoyle. 

Mr. Harrison presented the petition of David Thomas, pray- 
ing for relief, $ 

Which was referred to a special committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Haynie, Rogers, Arnett, Barnett and Johns. 

oe Hill presented the petition of J. C. Neil, praying for 
relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on publie lands. 

The committee on finance, Henry Smith, chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill to lay up a certain poition of the navy, to 
abolish the office of Secretary of the Navy, and, also, to abolish 
the office of Navy Arent and Naval Storę Keeper, 

Reported the same back to the House jvith an additional sec- 
tion, and recommended the passage of the bill. 

Which icport was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. bo 


The committee on the judiciary, to which was referred a re- 
solution, with instructions to inquire idto the expediency of re- 
peahng the fourth section of an act, appreved February 5th, 
1880, regulating the distribution of the laws and journals; and 
that said committee report an act for the regulation of the cleri- 
cal department of this House, H 

Reported by a bill, and recommeniled its passage. 

i VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 
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Which report avas received, and; 
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Bill read first time; and 

On m ition of Mr. Miller, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 
Laid on the table until to-morrow. 

The judiciary committee, Van Zandt, chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill to repeal and amend certain parts or portions 
of an act concerning executions, ; 

Reported the bill, with amendments, to the Honse, and re- 
commended its passage, 

Report received, and bill laid on the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. "Caldwell, by leave, presented the petition of Wm. S. 
Wallace, praying for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the Re- 
public. 


The committee on military affairs, to whom was referred 
joint resolution ‘for the relief of Edward West, 
Reported the same back to the Honse with amendments, and 
recommended the passage of the same. 
HARRISON, Chairman. 


Which report was received, and resolution laid on the table, 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on education, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of the city of Houston, praying Congress 
to pass an act to incorporate the Franklin Association, 

Reported the bill accompanying the petilien to the House, 
with amend ments, and recommend its passage. 

JOHNS, Chairman. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. - 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was refer- 
ted the accounts of R. J. Calder, Sheriff of Brazoria county, - 

Reported by a bill for his relief, and recommended its pas- 
sage, 

+ USHER, Chairman. 
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Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner General of the land office, 
be requested forthwith to furnish this House with a copy of all 
documents in his office, relative to the right of the Cherokee In- 
dians to the lands lately occupied by said Indians; be the same 
in Spanish or English, where the same have been translated 
and recorded, the translation only shall be furnished. Adopted. 

Mr. Smith, of Montgomery, by leave, introduced a bill to au- 
thorize B. F. Smith to emancipate certain negroes therein 
named, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Lann, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of those 
who have taken the benefit of the insolvent laws of other coun- 
tries, 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Usher offered the fol:owing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on finance be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of reducing the number of officers 
uow employed in the collection of customs, at Live Oak Point, 
er in the south western collectoral district of the Republic of 
Texas. Adopted. 

Mr. Lann, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Matagorda county, praying for the appointment of a wreck 
master for said county, ete., 

Which was referred to the naval committee. 

The House proceeded to the business on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Cherokee bil] being the special order of the day, was 
taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Barnett offered the following, as a substitute for the addi- 
tional section offered by Mr. Hill, on yesterday: 

Be it further enacted, That the holders ofall legal claims sur- 
veyed, within the territory heretofore owned and occupied by 
the Cherokee Indians, provided to be sectionized and sold by 
an act of Congrets, approved day 1840, shall have 
the right to locate said claims elsewhere. Yet, nevertheless, 
upon this express condition, that such claimants shall, within 
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twelve months from the passage of this act, have the field nites 

| ofsuch surveys cancelled upon the books of the county Sur- 
yeyors of the county in which the same may have been re- 
corded. Rejected. 

The question then being taken on the adoption of Mr. Hill’s 
amendment, i 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: , 

” AVES—Messts. Augustin, Arnett, Barneit, Caldwell, Coles, 
Giigsby, Harrison, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
tann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Porter, Rogers, 
‘Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Smith’ of- Montgomery, Thomas 
and Van Ness—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Huling, Menefee, Pillsbury, 
Usher, Wright and + illiamson—8. - 

Carried, and section adopted, 

Messrs. Mayfield, Reily and Van Zandt, were excused from 
yoting. 

Mr Williamson called for the previous question. Lost. 

Mr. Kaufman offered the following additional section as an 
amendment: 

Be it further enacted, That all head right patents, legally ob- 
tained by colonists from any legally authorised Commissioners, 
preyious to the act of the consultation in 1835, closing the land 
office, and located in the Cherokee district, be, and the same 
are hereby exempted from the operations of the act to which 
this is asupplement: Provided, Tht this section shall not be 
construed as to give validity to any claim thatis invalid by the 
constitution or laws, 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, the House adjourned until thres 
o'clock, p-m, 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met, 


The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House again took up the Cherokee bill, still en its 
© Second reading. 

Mr. Kaufman moved the House adjourn until nine o’clock, 

O-arrow morning. Lost. 


Mr. sbu ry moved the House adjourn until seven o’clock, 
p.m. Los. 


Mr. Arnett th. moved the Cherokee bill be laid on the table, 
and that the House tu-a up the orders of the day. 


~ 


224 | 


"The ayes and nays were called for, and were as follows: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Mene- 
fee, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Rely, Smith of B., Smith of 
M , Thomas and Van Zandt—-13. 

NAYS—Messrs, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Parker, Porter, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Usher and Wiliamson—16. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock, to-morow morning. 


Tuurspay, December 10, 1840, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles,, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, May- 
field, Parker, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of 
Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright 
and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Van Zandt presented the petition of the Board of Land 
Commistioners, of the county of Harrison, 

Which was referred to the committee on the jndiciary. 

Mr. Haigler presented the petition of Sylvanus Hatch, pray- 
ing for relief, 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Haigler, Van Ness, Blow, Shaw and Usher. 

Mr. Menard presented the petition of James H. Cocke, pra” 
ing for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on military a#4!S: 

Mr. Mayfield presented the petition of sund citizens of 
Nacogdoches county, praying for the forme*88 of a judicial 
county: 
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Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Nacogdoches, praying 
Congress to pass an act to allow Early Cordray the privileges 
and immunities of a eitizen of the Republic, 

Which petitions were referred to the committee on the state 


of the Republic. 


The committee on county boundaries, to which was referred 
ihe petition of sundry citizens of Victoria county, praying to 
be annexed to the county of Jackson, ; 


Reported by a bill. -o 

; L. S. HAIGLER, Chairman. 
“Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

The select committee, to whom was referred a bill for the re- 
lief ot Wm. F. Wilson, Sheriff of Galveston county, 

Reported by a substitute report; 
es received, and substitute read first time and adopt- 
' ed, an ; 

On motion of Mr. Menard, rule suspended, and bill read se- 
cond time, and oa 

Ordered to be engrossed; and 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the vote was reconsidered on the 
engrossment ofthe bill, and l 

Rule further suspended, and bill 

Read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of M., the Clerk was instructed to 
furnish the bill to the Senate forthwith. , 

A message was received from the Senate, informing -the 
House, that a bill to provide for the election of Chief Justices 
and Sheriffs, had been indefinitely postponed by them. 

The select committee, Williamson, chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill defining the way by which the holders of condi- 
tional certificates shall establish the same, 

Reported a substitute for the same, and recommended its 
adoption; 

Which report and bills were laid on the table until called up. 

A communication to the Speaker of the House, from Rev. - 
onn Haynie, askıng leave of absence for several days, was 
read; 

The question, being put to the House, the request of Mr. 
Haynie was granted. 

: 23 


- putin third line the word ‘second,’ and insert ‘third; and in 
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On motion of Mr. Thomas, a bill co charter the Houston and 
Austin Turnpike Company, was taken up. 

Read second time, and - 
`~ Referred to a joint select committee of both Houses of Cor 

ress; 
3 Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Thomas, Thatch. 
er, Lann, Johns and Roberts, said select committee on the part 
of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Montgomery, a bill for the relief 
of R. J. Calder, Sheriff of Brazoria county, was taken up, and 

Read first time; 

On motion, rule suspended, and bill 

Read second time. 

Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment to the enacting 
clause of the bill : 

Insert the words ‘Republic of Texas.’ Adopted, and 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Montgemery, the rule was further 
suspended, and bill 

Read third time and passed. 

Mr. Shaw, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize and re- 
quire the Commissary General to pay certain drafts therein’ 
named, 

Read first time. | 

Mr. Williamson moved that a bill to amend certain parts or 
portions of an act concerning executions, 

Be taken up. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus:— 

AYES—Messrs. Caldwell, Coles, Huling, Hill, Haynie, 
Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, 
Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Willramson—2z, 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Haigler, 
Johns, Miller, Roberts and Shaw—9. Carried, and 

Bill put on its third reading. - 

The amendments offered by the judiciary committee, to strike 


line fourth, strike out ‘sale or sales) and inser ‘each mentioned 
exposure to sale,’ 
Were adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended that prohibits 
bills being amended on their third and final reading. 
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Mr. Mayfield offered the following additional section, to eome 
in before the last: 

‘Be it further enacted, That the provisions of the foregoing 
act, shall be construed to relate, also, to constable’s sales, under 
execution,’ 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Porter offered the following amendment: 

In section first, strike out the words ‘Chief Justices, and in- 
srt ‘any magistrate of the beat where such sale may take 
lace;’ 

i Amendment adopted. . i 

Mr. Roberts offered the following amendment: 

Strike out in section fourth, ‘all that part which relates to the 
plainuiff’s paying costs of offering for sale.’ 
| The ayes and nays were called fr on its adoption, and 

stood thus : 

AY §S—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Coles, 
Hill, Houston, Haigier, Johns, “Latimer, Murchison, "Miller, 
Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of B., Smith of M, Usher arid 
| Van Ness—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Caldwell, Huling, Haynie, Lann, Mene- 
ke, Menard, Mayfield, Parker, Reily, Rogers, Thomas, Van 
| Zandt, Wright and Williamson—14. Carried, and 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion, the bill together with the amendments, were laid 
on the table untl to-morrow. 

The select commitiee, Williamson, Chairman, to whom was 
referred a bill for the relief of Margaret Wright, 

Reported the same back to the House, with an additional 
section, and recommended its passage; 

Report received, and bill laid on the table, to come upamong 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act to 
suppress gaming; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Johns moved the suspension of the rule, that the bill 
might be placed on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was laid on the table 
until called up. 

Oa motion of Mr. Kaufman; the Cherokee bill was taken up, 
still on its second reading. 
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` A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of a joint resolution appropriatihg five thousand 
dollars for the contingent expenses of both Houses of Congress, 

On motion of Mr. Reily, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House again took up the Cherokee bill, still on its se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. Hill, by leave, presented the petition of R. H. Porter, 
praying for relief: 

Also, by leave, introduced a bill for R. H. Porter's relief; 

Which was read first time. 

And, on motion, rule suspended, 

And bill read second time, and referred to the committee on 
claims and accounts. 

Mr. Thomas, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate be requested to appoint a joint 
select committee, to act in conjunction with a like committee 
on the part of this House, in relation to a bill to incorporate the 
Houston and Austin Turnpike Company. Adopted. 

Mr. Menard moved that the House adjourn until nine o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. ` ` 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus:— 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Grigsby, Houston, Men- 
efee, Mayfield, Reily, Smith, of B., Thatcher, Van Zandt and 
Williamson—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Arnett, Coles, Huling, Hill, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Menard, Miller, 
Parker, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith, of M., Thomas, Usher, 
and Williamson—20. 

The motion was lost. 


Mr. Hill then moved the House adjourn until half past nine 
o’clock, to-morrow morhing. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, Hill, 
Houston, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Parker, 
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Reil7, Roberts, Rogers, Smith, of B., Thatcher, Van Zandt-and 
Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Coles, Huling, Haynie, Latimer, 
Murchison, ‘Miller, Shaw, Smith of M. , Thomas, Usher, and 
Williamson—12. . 

Carried, and the House adjourned until half past nine o'clock, 
to-morrow ‘morning. 


Fripay, Dec. Lith, 1840. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: — 
_ Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, 

Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, 
Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Zandt, Wright and Williamson, 

-A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to busin 

The journal of the preceding dey was read and adopted. 

Mr.-Lann presented the petition of J. F. C. Henderson ask- 
ing rielief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ae- 
counts. 


The select committee, to whom was referred a bill better to 
define the county ot Travis: 
Reported the same back to the House with three additional 
sections, and recommended the passage of the same. 
JOHN CALDWELL, One of com. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 


A majority of the committee on claims and accounts, to whom 
23* 
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was referred the petition of R. H. Porter: also a bill for his 
relief; 

Reported the bill back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. JAMES SHAW, One of com. 


Mr. Usher, chairman of said committee, made a counter re- 
port, and reported unfavorable to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Williamson moved the bill and reports be laid on the 
table. 

The ayes and nays were taken, and stood as follows: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Johns, Murchison, Menard, Mayfield, Parker, Pills. 
bury, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith, of M., Thomas, Usher, Van 
Zandt and Williamson——19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, 
Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Porter, Reity, Roberts, Shaw, 
and Wright—14. 

Carried, and bill and reports’ were laid on the table. 

Mr. thomas, by leave, introduced a bill to regulate public 
sale-; 

Read first time. l 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill concerning executions 
was taken up. > 

Qn motion of Mr, Roberts, the vote was reconsidered on the 
adoption of the amendment offered by him on yesterday. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the adoption of the 
amendment, and stood thus: 

AYES— Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Hill, Johns, Latimer, Miller, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Thatcher, and Usher—12. 

NAYS— Messrs. Arnett, Barne:t, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, 
Mayfield, Parker, Reily, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, 
Van Zandt, Wright and --illiamson—21. Rejected. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

‘Be it further enacted, That from and after the passage of 
this act, the plaintiff in all cases shall have the right to desig- 
nate any property of defendant to he levied on by execution, oF 
sheriff shail have the right to levy any executions upon any 
praperty of defendant, any law to the contrary notwithstanding; 
provided always, that no property heretofore exempt by law 
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from execution, shall be levied on under the provisions of this 
section.’ Rejected. 

Mr. Johns offered the following amendment: 

‘Be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act shall 
not be applied to any lands except tracts of three hundred and 
twenty acres immediately around the improvements and actual 
occupancy ofthe settler. Rejected. 

Mr. Johns then moved that the ayes and nays be called on 
the adoption or rejection of his amendment. Lost. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the engrossment of the 
bill, and stood thus: 

AYES ~—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Haigler, Hayaie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, 
Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., 
Smith of M., Thomas, ‘Thatcher, Van Zandt, Wright and Wil- 
liamson—25, : 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Hill, Johns, Latimer, Pills- 
bury, Porter, Shaw, Usher, and Van Ness—10. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

The Honse took up the special order of the day, being the 
Cherokee bill still on its second reading. 

A message from the Senate, informing the House, of the 
appointment of a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Moore, 
Miller and Lester, to act with the commiltee appointed by the 
House, to take into consideration a bill to charter the Houston 
and Austin Turnpike Company. 

Also, of the passage of a joint resolution authorizing the 
Post Master General to suspend all contracts for carrying the 
mail. 

A message from the Senate informing the House of the pas- 
sage of a bill to grant the land titles within the twenty frontier 
leagues bordering on the United States of the North. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, a joint resolution authorizing 
the Post Master General to suspend all contracts for carrying 
the mail, was taken up; and 

Read first time. i 

On metion, rule suspended and resolution reag second time. 

Mr. Williamson moved the resolution lie on the table. Lost. 

Mr. Van Ness offered the folloning amendment: 


Strike out all after ‘until’ in the seventh line, and insert ‘20th 
day of December, 1840.’ 
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Mr. Porter moved the indefinité postponement of the re- 
solution. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage, by a substitute, of a bill to authorize Gen. E. 
Morehouse to accept the services of three hundred volunteers 
to dislodge the hostile Indians embodied on the upper waters 
of the Brazos river. 

The question was then taken on the indefinite postponement 
of the resolution under discussion. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stoed thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. H Il, Haigler, Johns, Latimer, Miller, Porter, 
Rogers, Van Ness and Williamson—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 
Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, 
Murchison, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts. Shaw, 
Smith of B, Smith of M., Thomas, Usher, and Van 
Aandt—25, 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Parker moved the House adjourn until three o’clock, p. 
m. Lost. 

Mr. Van Ness moved thatthe House adjourn until half past 
three o’clock, p. m. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs Barnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Haynie, Johns, 
Menard, Mayfield, Parker, Reily, Rogers,Smith of B., Smith of 
M. and Thatcher—13. 

NAY sS—WMessrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Coles, 
Hauling, Hill, Haigler, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, 
Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas, Usher, Van 
Ness Van Zandt and Williamson—22. Lost. 

Mr. Haynie then moved the House adjourn until seven 
o'clock, p.m. Leost. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the bill, together with the amend- 
ments, be laid on the table. Lost. 

Mr. Porter moved that the House adjourn until nine o’cloek, 
to-morrow morning. Last 

On motion of Kaufman, the amendment offered by Mr. Yan 
Ness was adopted. 

Mr. Porter moved that the bill be read as amended. Lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the vote just taken, refusing to 
let the bill be read, be reconsidered. 
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Mr. Kaufman offered the following amendment: 

‘This act shall take effect from and after its passage.’ Adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved that the resolntion be referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole House for the first Monday in January, 1841, 
Lost. . - 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rule was further suspended, 
and resolution read third time. 


p.m, Lost. 

Mr. Kaufman then called for the previous question. Carried. 

Mr. Porter moved that the House adjourn until nine o’clock 
tomorrow morning. Lost. 

The question then was taken on the final passage of the re- 
solution. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 


! Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, 
Menard, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, 


' Ness, Van ‘Zandt and Williamson—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. Caldwell, Johns, Latimer, Murchison, 
Miller, Porter and Rogers—7. 
Carried, and resolution passed. 
| Mr. Van Ness moved that the House adjourn until nine 
dclock, to-morrow morning, Lost. 
Mr. Porter moved thatthe House adjourn until seven o’clock, 
pm. Lost. 
Mr. Hill moved that the vote be reconsidered on the final pas- 
sage of the resolution, and that the motion lig on the table for 
the present. 


loemorrow morning, Lost. 
Mr. Porter then moved to adjourn until seven o’clock, p. m, 
Lost. ' l 


clock, p. M, 


Mr. Hill moved that the House adjourn until three o’clock, - 


AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, . 


Smith ot B., Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van 


Mr. Blow moved that the House adjourn until nine o’clock,’ 


On motion, the House adjourned until half past twe. 
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HALF past T wo 0OCLOCRK, P. M 


The House met, 

Tne roll was called, and a quorum present, 

'The House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, a joint resolution authorizing the 
Post Master General to suspend all contracts for carrying the 
mail, was transmitted to the Senate, by the Clerk, with in- 
structions to request their concurrence in the amendments of 
the. House forthwith. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the bill to divide the county of 
Red River, and to establish the counties of and 
was taken up, and 

Read first time. 

Mr. Miller moved that the first blank in the bill be filled with 
the word ‘i*redonia.’ 

Mr. Williamson moved that one of the blanks be filled with 
the word ‘Blakemore.’ 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the rule was suspended and bill 

Read second time, and 

Referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Porter, 
Latimer, Johns, Yan Zandt and Rogers. 

i Mr. Johns moved that a bill to suppress gaming, be taken up. 
aOst, . 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House again took up the 
Cherokee bill, still on its second reading. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
ilouse of the passage of a bill for the relief of Wm. F. Wilson, 
Sheriff of Galveston county; 

Also, ofa biil for the relief of R. J. Calder, Sheriff of Brazoria 
county. 

A message from the Senate, informing the House of the con- 
currence of the Senate to the amendments made by the House 
to a joint resolution authorizing the Post Master General to 
suspend all contracts for mails. 

On motion of Mr. [ouston, the Cherokee bill was laid on 
the table until to-morrow. 

Mr. Roberts, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That with the censent of the Senate, the two 
Houses of Congress will proceed to elect Chief Justices to fill 
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the vacancies in the several counties of the Republic, at twelva 
selock, on Monday, the 14th inst., and the consent of the Se- 
nate is requested in the same. Adopted. 

Mr. Parker moved that the House adjourn until nine o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, Hill, Houston, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Parker, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., 
Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and Wright—-23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Huling, Miller, 
Mayfield, Smith of M., Thomas, Van Zandt and William- 
sn—16. Carried. 

And the House adjourned until nine o’clock, to-morrow 
Morning. 
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$ SatrurpAay, December 12, 1840. 


... The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
„The roll was called, and the following members answered 
t their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Caldwell, 
Grigsby, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Murchi- 
wn, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. - 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

ce Reily presented the petition of A. Ewing praying for 
relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of R. J. Woodard, ; 

Reported by a bill for his relief: 
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Also, the petition of Nathaniel Townsend, 

Reported a bill for his relief; 

Which reports were received, and bills 

Read first time. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Scallon and J, Speir, 

Reported that a bill was now under consideration, providin 
for all such cases, and beg leave to be discharged from the fur. 
ther consideration of the petition; 

Also, the petition of Joel Bogus, 

Reported that the petitioner ought io have the land, but that 
he is not entitled to the same according to law, 

Which reports were laid on the table. for the present. 

The engrossing committee made the following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 12, 1840. 

The committee on engrossed -bills, have examined a bill to 
repeal and amend certain parts or portions of an act concerning 
executions, 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, chair’n. 


Which report was adopted. 
The following report was made by the enrolling committee: 


Covmitrree Room, Dec. 11, 1840. 

The committee on enrolled bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills and joint resolutions, viz: 

- A joint resolution for the relief ot the Clerks employed in the 
several departments and bureaux of the goverument, origina- 
ting in the House of Representatives, 

Find the same correctly enrolled, and presented it to the 
President for his approval, on the third inst.: 

Also, an act to repeal a portion ofan act, for creating funds 
for the support of the government for the year 1840, originating 
in the Senate; 

Also, a joint resolution granting further time for the payment 
of government dues, and the return of field notes, originating 1A 
the House of l epresentatives; 

Also, an act to annex the port of San Luis to the collectoral 
district of Brazos, originating in the House of Representatives; 
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Also, an act for the relief of certain heirs, originating in the 
Honse of Representatives; 

And find the same correctly enrolled. and presented them 
to the President for his approval en the 81h instant; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief David Rusk, Sheriff of 
Nacogdoches county, originating in the House of Representa- 
lives - 

And find the same correctly enrolled, and presented it to the 
President for his approval, on the 9th instant; 

Also, a joint resolution appropriating five thonsand dollars 
for the contingent expenses oi both Hauses of Congress, origi- 
nating in the House of Representatives, and 

An act for the relief of certain free persons of color, originat- 
ing iu the House of Representatives, 

And find tle same correctly enrolled, and presented them to 
the Presideut for his approval on the 11th inst. 

G. W. HILL, One of the com. 


Report adopted. 

The select committee, Haigler, Chairman, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition and accounts of Sylvanus Haich against the 
government, 

Reported by a joint resclution for his relief, 

Which resolution was read first time. 

Mr. Shaw, one of said select committee, made a counter re- * 
port, and 

‘Reported, that he had no doubt that the petitioner had sus- 
tamed considerable loss, both by the Texan and Mexican ar- 
mes, which was nothing more than hundreds of citizens had’ 
dene by the war of 183 ; and that said petitioners accounts 
have been presented in almost every Congress of this Republic 
and have been rejected. And be.ng well satisficd that it is in- 
expedient to legislate specially on petitions of the above named 
kind; he wonld most respeetfu'Hy beg leave to report unfavora- 
ble to the prayer of ti e petitioner.; 

Which reports were laid on the table. 

The special committee to whom was referred the memorial 
of Mr. Asa Brigham, late Treasurer ofthe Republic, requesting 
an investigation of his accoun‘s, and an opportunity to vindi- 
cate himself from ‘he charges and accusations which have been 
made against him, j 
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Report, that they have given the matter a most attentive 
examination, and are entirely satisfied that Majoz Brigham has 
discharged all his official duties in an honest, correct and faith. 
ful manuer; and that he has paid over all the moneys, ete., jn 
his hands as ‘Treasurer at the time of his removal, to his ce 
cessor, as appeared by the receipts of that officer, and the state. 
ment of the acting Secretary of the Treasury, together with th 
report of the committee appointed by his Excellency the Presi 
dent,in April last, . i 

Your committee are, therefore, ofthe opinion that Maj. Brig- 
ham, with his securities, should be released from any further 
responsibilities, and recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to 
cancel the bond given by Maj. Brigham, as Treasurer of the 
Republic, and deliver the same to him immediately, 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HENRY SMITH, Chairman. 
WM. MENEFER, + 

C. R. JOHNS, | | 
JNO. P. COLES, { Committee, 
C. VAN NESS, j 


Which report, on motion of Mr. Smith of B., was laid on the 
table, until called up. i 

Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced'a bilt to release certain land 
titles from the condition that they shall never pass into ‘mort- 
main,’ 

Read first time. : 

Mr. Arnett, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal a certaitr 
part of an act, entitled an act to locate a road from Washington 
to Sabine river, and to amend the same, 

Read first time. ‘a f 

On motion ot Mr. Thomas, Mr. Reily was added to the joint 

-select committee appointed to take into consideration a bill to 
charter the Houston and Austin Turnpike Company. 

The committee on publie lands, Porter, chairman, to which 
was referred the petition of John H. Finch, by leavg, reported 
a bill for his relief, 

Which report was received, and 

Bill read first time, 
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Qn motion of Mr. Hill, the substitute offered by the Senate 
for a bill to authorize Gen. E. Moorehouse to accept the ser- 
yices of three hundred volunteers to dislodge the Indians em- 
bodied on the upper waters of the Brazos river, was taken up; 

Read and adopted. 
| Mr, Shaw offered the following amendment to the fourth 

section: ; 

‘And the said command shall be authorized to make use of 
any beeves belonging to the government that they may be able 
to obtain. Adopted. i , 

Mr. Shaw, also, offered the following additional section: 

‘Beit further enacted, That this act shall take effect from and 
after its passage.’ 

Adopted. " 

- And Clerk be instructed to furnish the bill to the Senate 
forthwith, and request their concurrence in the amendments of 
the House. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, the bill appropriating seventy-five 
thousand dollars to carry into effect an act to sectionize and sell 
the lands formerly reserved for and occupied by the Cherokee 
Indians, approved February Ist, 1840, was taken up, being still 
on its second reading. ge. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill for the relief of Win. Donoho: 

- Also, ofa bill authorizing the second Auditor and Comptrol- 
ler, to pass the accounts of the Post Master General; 

And, aisa, of a joint resolution transferring funds that were 
appropriated for the pay of cavalry, to the Quarter Mas- 
ter General’s department. . . 

A message was received from his Excellency, the President, 
by his private Secretary, Wm. H. Sandusky. 

A message Írom the Senate, informing the House of the con- 
currence of the Senate to the amendments made by the House’ 
to the bill to authorize Gen. t. Morehouse to accept the ser- 
vices of three hundred volunteers to dislodge the Indians em- 
bodied on the upper waters of the Brazos river. 


On motion of Mr. Augustin, the House adjourned until half 
past two o’clock, p. m, 
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Harr past Two o’ciocs, Pim, 


Fhe House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

'The House proceeded to business. 

The followiug communication from his Excellency, the 
President awas read: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec. 12, 1840. 

To the Fon., the Senate and House of Representatives:— 

‘Gentlemen,—It is with great reluctance and regret that] 
find myself compelled to announce to the Honorable Congress 
the absolute necessity of a temporary absence from the Republic, 
for the purpose of procuring medical advice and treatment in 
the United States. 

Long before the meeting of Congress, I had been advised by 
my Physicians of the propriety of this course; but a great desire 
to meet the representatives of the people, and to afford all the 
aid in my power to their efforts for relieving the country in its 
present embarrassed condition, induced me to decline acting 
upon that advice: and especially as 1 cherished the hope that 
time might in some degree emelorate my sufferings. In that 
hope, however, I have been wholly disappointed, and am now, 
and have for some time past, been in a constant and excruciating 
agony, as not only to disqualify me for the transaction of any 
business at present, but to exclude the hope of ultimate relief,— 
unless the most effective remedy can be resorted to without 
further delay. j 

1am, therefore, compelled to throw myself upon the liberality 
of the Honorable Congress, in asking their permission to be 
absent from duty, until a change in my condition will enable 
me to resume it, with the hope of rendering some service to the 
Republic. 

With my fervent prayer for the prosperity of my country, and 
best wishes for the happiness of the individual members of the 
Honorable Congress. ak 

I have the honor to be, F ae 
Their obedient servant y 
. MIRABEAU B? LAMAR. 
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Mr. Mayfield by leave, introduced a joint resolution granting — 
ihe President leave of absence; 
Read first time. 
On motion, the rule was suspended, and resolution 
Read second time,. 
The following resolution was offered: 
‘Be it further resolved, -That this e E shall take effect 
fam and'after its passage? Adopted. o 
On motion of Mr. Mayfield, He rule was further snspended, 
and resolution 
Read third.time, and passed. 
And the Clerk instructed to furnish the same to the Senate 
brihwitb. i 
The House again took up the Cherokee bill, being the ape = 
cal arder of the day. 
A message was reccived from the Senate informing the Housè 
ofthe passage of a joiut resolution granting the President leave 
ofabsence, with the following additional section: i 
‘Be it fuarth r resolved, That the Vice President of the Re- 
| public shall receive a compensation equal to that of the Presi- | 
dent, for the time during which he shall perform the duties of : 
President of this Republic.’ 
‘The question was put to the House on the adoption of the : 
amendment of the Senate. — : 
5 


The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
{AYES—Messrs, Hill, Haigler, Miller, Mayfield, Porter and 

elly-—6 ý 

'NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Murchison, Menard, Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith j 
of ari of M.,Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt and William- 
sou—Z24, 

Amendment rejected, and the Clerk instructed to inform the 
Senate of the same. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution requiring the Trea.’ 
surer to p +y five thousand dollars out of the appropriations for 
the Quarter Master’s and Post Master’s Department, for the con- 
ingent expenses of the two Houses of Congress; and that they 
had suspended all rules in its passage, and requested the House 
to do the same. 

24* © 
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- The question was put, the resolution - 

Was read first (ime, and on motion, rule suspended, and te. 
solution 

Read second time, 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

‘ And this resolution shall take effect from and after its pos- 
sage. Adopted. 

‘Andon motion, the rule was further suspended,and fesolulion 

Read third time, and passed. 

And the Clerk instructed to transmit the same to the Senate 
forthwith. 

A message from the Senate, informing the House of the con- 
currence of the Senate to the amendments made by the House 
to the joint resolution requiring the ‘Treasurer to pay five thou- 
sand dollars out of the appropriations for the Quarter Master's 
and Post Masters Department, tor the coutingent expenses of 
the two Houses of Congress. 

Also, that the Senate adhered to the amendment made by 
them to a joint resolution granting the President leave of ab- 
sence; 

And of the apppointment of a committee of conference, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Moore, Muse and Potter, and reques‘ed the 
appointment of a like committee on the part of the House to act 
with said committee. 

The question was put, whether a committee ef conference 
should be appointed,— 

Was carried. 

Whereupon, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Smith of B., 
Menard, srnett, Reily aud Mayfield, the committee of confer- 
ence on the part of the House. 

Mr, May field moved the House adjourn until nine o'clock, 
Monday morning. Lost. 

Mr. Porter moved the House adjourn until seven o'clock, 

-m.’ Lost. 

Mr. Say'th of B. moved that the house adjoin until half past 
nine o'clock, Monday morning. 

The ayes and d nays were called for. and stond thus:— 

AYES—Messts. Arnett, Barnett, Grigshy, Menard. May- 
field, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thatcher, Van Zandt 


“and Wright—12, 


NAYS—Messrs, Coles, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Johns; Lati- 
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mer, Aiutehison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, 
Smith, of M., Thomas, Usher, and Williamson—16. 

Lost. 

A message from the Senate, informing the House that the 
committee of conference, to whom was referred a joint resolu- 
tion grantin z the President leave of absence. 

Had reported, aud that the Senate receded from the amend- 
ment made by them to the above named resoluticu. —- 

On motion of Mr. Van Zand, the roll was cailed. 

Mr. Smith. of M. moved that the louse adjourn until ten 

dclock, Mouday morning. Lost. 

On motion of Porter, the House adjourned until seven 
o'clock, p. in. . 


C : ' 
SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met, 
| <The roll was called, a quorum present, 

o House again took up the Cherokee bill still on its second 
reading. . 

Mr. Menard ated that fhe House adjourn until ten o’clock, 
Monday morning. Lost. 
è Mr. Porter then moved to adjourn until nine o'clock, Monday 
morning. Lost. 
+ On motion of Mr. Parker, the House adjourned until half 
past nine o'clock, Monday moruing. 


Monpay, December 14, 1840. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was culled, aud the ‘following members answered 
to their names, viz: — - 

Messrs. Speaker; Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Aniling, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Latimer, Menefée, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pills- 
bury, Reily, Rob rts, Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Thatcher, ee 
Van Zangi; Yan Ness, Wright and Williamson, 
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A quorum present; 

The House proeceded to business. £ 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Arnett presented the petition ofsundry citizens of Liber. 
ty county, praying for the establisment of a certain post office 
and post route; 

Which was referred to the committee on post offices and 
post roads. 

Mr. Reily presented the petition of sundry citizens of Harris 
county, praying for the passage of an act to allow a certain free 
woman of color, Zelia Husk and her daughter Emily, the pri- 
vilege of remaining in the Republic. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of the city. of Houston, 
}raying Congress to pass an act to incorporate a society to be 
styled f The German Unian for Texas.’ 

Also, the petition ofsundry citizens of Harris county, pray- 
ing Congress to pass an act to allow Diana Leonard, a free wo- 
man of color, the privilege of remaining in the Republic. 

Which petitions were referred to the committee on the state 
of the Republic. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Montgomery and Har- 
ris counties, praying for the formation of a judicial county. 

Which was referred to the committee on county houndaries, 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of L. B. Outlaw, pray- 
ing for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr, Houston presented the petition of Jobn M. Dor, praying 
Congress to pass an act to legalize his marriage with Hliza Fris- 
by, ete. 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Houston, Menard, Rogers, Murchison and Wright. 

Mr. Porter presented the ‘petition of J. Snively, praying for 
relief, for money stolen from him during the past summer; 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Porter, Ensworth, Thatcher, Reily and Mayfield. 

Mr. Smith of M. presented the petition of Leonidas Sanders; 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic, 


‘Phe committee on military affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of M. B, Shackleford and Wm Isaacs: l 


| 
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Reported a joint resolution for their relief. i 
G. H. HARRISON, Chairn. 
| 


Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 
The select committee, to whom was tare a bill to divide 
the county of Red River: 

Reported the same back to the Tonse, with substitutes for 
sections 6th, 11th and 12th, and with an additional section, and 
recommended the passage of the same, 

A, H. LATIMER, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
upamong the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lann offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
toenquire into the expediency of altering the law prohibiting 
alorneys, who may be elected justices of the peace, from prac- 

(ising in the courts of the Republic. 
ae 
r. Haigler offered the following resolution: 
solyed, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, both 
‘louses will, on the 16th day of December, 1840, proceed to 
elect a public printer, i 

Mr. Parker offered the following amendment: 

‘Insert after 1840, ‘at twelve o “clock, m.’ Adopted. 

The question was ‘then puton tie adoption of the resolution, 

Was carried: 

Mr. Roberts offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish 
this House, ‘forthwith, with the names of the counties in which 
the offices of Chief Justices will be vacant by operation of law 
ot otherwise.’ on the first Monday in February, 1841. 

Read, and laid oh the table one day. 

On motion gf. Mr,,Reily, a joint resolution for the settlement 
ofthe accounts of Sere pment agents, was taken up, and 

Read second time;‘an frred to the committee on the state. 
of the Repnblic. "2 

Mr: Barker moved that a select committee be appointed to 
wait on his Exce.lency, the Piesident, and ascertain the cause 
why he’has not responded to a resolution of the House asking 
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information, what appropriations have been made, and what 
disposition has been made with certain funds since the lag 
Congress, etc. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and 
stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Bell, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thatcher, 
Usher. Van Ness, Van Zandt, and V illiamson—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Haigler, Mayfield and 
Wright—5. 

Carried. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Parker, Miller, 
and Pillsbury. 


Mr. Pillsbury, at his request, was excused, 

The Speaker then appointed Mr. Usher, 

And he asked to be excused. 

The question being put to the House, they excused him. 

Mi. Smith ot B., was then appointed by the chair, as one of 
said committe, 

And, at his request, was excused. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the vote was reconsidered on 
the appointment of said select committee to wait on: the Presi- 
dent. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill concerning certain free persons 
of color. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, a bill to divide the county of Red 
River, and toestablish the counties of and was 
taken up, and 

Read second time. . 

The question being taken on the adoption of the substitutes 
for sections sixth, eleventh and twelfth, offered by the select 
committee, was carried, 

And substitutes adopted. 

The following additional section was offered by the com- 
miultee: 

‘Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the public debt due from 
the county of Red River, heretofore contracted for the benelit 
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ofsaid county, shall be paid equally by the said county of Red 
River and the new counties created by this act,’ 

Was adopted. 

Also, to fillthe blanks in the caption of the bill, with the 
words ‘Tennessee’ and ‘Calhoun, 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, section eighth wasstricken out: 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the rule was suspended, and bill 

Read ‘third time. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the word ‘Tennessee,’ in the cap- 
tion of the bill, was stricken out. 

Mr. Haigler moved to insert the words ‘Bogue Homer.’ 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the blank was filled with the word 
Bowie,’ 

Mr. Miller moved to strike out the word ‘Calhoun, and in- 
srt the word *‘Zavalla. Lost. 

The question then being taken, the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, a bill to organize a part of the 
counties of Matagorda and Colorado, for judicial and other pur- 
poses, was taken up, and i 

Bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, all that part of section fourth 
was stru€k out, that had reference to the representation of said 
-tounty to be formed. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the third section was stricken out. 

Mr, Kaufman moved to strike out the word ‘Caney.’ Lost. 

Mr. Harrison moved that the bill be engrcssed. 

‘The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Hating, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Por- 
lr, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, 
Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Wright and Williamson—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Ensworth, Houston, ~Pillsbury, 
Reily, Roberts and Van Zandt—7. : 

Carried, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, with an amendment, of the resolution to 

go into an election of Chief Justices of counties. 

The bill appropriating seventy-five thousand dollars to carry 
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into effect the provisions of an act to sectionize and sell the 
lands formerly reserved for and occupied by the Cherokee Jn. 
dians, passed February Ist, 1840, 

‘Being the special order of the day, was taken up, still on its 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of M., the roll was called, and ser. 
geant at arms despatched for absentees. 

Mr. Pillsbury moved that the taking of the previous question 
on the Cherokee bil!, be postponed until 3 o’clock, p. m, 

Carried. 

The committee on naval affair-, T. Pillsbury, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry ci 1zens of Matagor. 


da county, praying for the appointment of a wreck master, 


Reported by a bill, 

Which was read first time.- 

Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill to organize the militia 
of certain counties for frontier defence, 

Read first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Arnett, a bill to organize a part of 
the county of Libert7, for judicial and other purposes, - 

Was taken up, and 

Referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Arnett, 
Bell, Grigsby, Roberts and Latimer. è 

The following communication from the Treasury depart- 
ment was read: 


TREASURY wen 


; Austin, Dee. 8, 1840. 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, : 
Speaker of the Hou e of Representatives, 
Sir—Accompanying herewith, I have the honer to transmit 
the annual report of the Commission. r of Revenue, for the con 
sideration ofthe Hon. the louse of Representatives, f 
= Respeettully, 
Your ob't serv’t, 
WM. SEVEY, 
Actg Nec’y of Treasury. 


_ Which communication, together with the report accompany- 
ino, were + 
Referred to the committee on finance, 
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“Mr. Wright moved the House adjourn until thrge o’clock, 
„m. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, a bill to repeal the first, second 
aid fourth sections of a law to provide for the return of surveys, 
pr the collection of government dues on land, and for other 
purposes, 

Was taken up, and 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the vote was reconsidered fixing three 
vclock, p. m., as the time for the taking of the previous ques- 
jon on the Cherokee bill. 

Mr. Menard then moved that the previous question on the 
Cherokee bill, be taken at ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Lost. ` 

Mr. Blow offered the following resolution: . 

Resolved, That the judiciary committee be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of devising some legal mode by which 
the county Surveyors of the respective counties of this Repub- 
lc, elected under the provisions of an act passed at the last ses- 
son of Congress, may be enabled to give their respective 
bonds required by law, and to obtain possession of the books 
and papers appertaining to the offices respectively. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Parker moved that the House adjourn until three 
Nelock, p. m. " 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, 
Parker, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M., and Thatch- 
a—18, x . 
NAYS—Messrs. ‘Blow, Bell, Johns, Menefee, Menard, 


Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Shaw, Usher, Van Zandt and 
Williamson—13. 


Carried, and 
House adjourned until three o'clock, p. m. 
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£ 4 
THREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 


The House niet, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

The following report was made by the enrolling committee, 


CommrrrreEe Room, Dec. 14, 1840. 

_ The committee on enrolled bills, having examined a bill re- 
quiring the second Auditor and Comptroller to pass the ac- 
counts of the Post Master General, 

Find it correctly enrolled, 

And have presented it to the President for his approval, on 
this day. * j 

W. D. MILLER, One of the com. 
a 

A bill anpropriating seventy-five thousand dollars of 'Texas 
treasury notes, to carry into effect the provisions of an act to 
sectionize and sell the lands formerly reserved for and occupied 
by the Cherokee Indians, approved February Ist, 1840, being 
the special order of the day, : 

‘Was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Yan Ness offered the following as a substitute for the ad- 
ditional section, offered by Mr. Kaufman: 

‘Be it further enacted, That all head right claims located 
within the limits of the territory thus required to be sectionized 
and sold, which were legally granted prior to closing the land 
office in 1835, to actual colonists who were residing in Texas 
at the time of receiving the grant, and have remained resident 
citizens of the Republic, and which grants, as aforesaid, have 
never been sold or alienated by the original grantees, shall be, 
and the same are hereby declared good and valid: Provided, 
however, that the lands held by virtue of-such head right 
claims shall not be exempted from the operations of the act, to 
which this is a supplement, unless the claimants shall have es- 


tablished before the district courts, the validity of their granis, | 


under the conditions of this section? 
_ The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and stood 
as follows: 

AYES—Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Grigsby, Huling, 


| 
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Hill, Lavon, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Van 
Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Bell, Coles, Ensworth, Houston, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Parker, Pilis- 
bury, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Smith of 
AL, Thomas, "Thatcher, Usher and W illiamson—22, 

` Substitute was rejected. 

The question then being taken on the adoption of the section 
offered by Mr. Kaufman. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES-——Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Grigsby, Hill, Menefee, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Van Zandt and Wright—11. 

NAYS—wMessrs. Blow, Barnett, Bell, Coles, Emsworth, 
Huling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Murchison, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, pene Van 
Ness and Williamson—26. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Kaufman offered the following additional section as an 
amendment: i 

t Be it further enacted, That all that portion of territory lying 
on the north eastern frontier, and which has been sectionized 
by the United States government, under a belief that it belong- 
ed to the United States, but which the ascertaining-of the boun- 
dary line will show to belong to Texas, viz: the sixteenth range 
and a portion of the seventeenth, be, and the same is hereby re- 
quired to be sold for the benefit of this government; and it shall 
be the duty of ths Commissioner of the general land office, to 
carry the provisions of this section into effect.’ 

Mr. Hill called for the previons question. 

The question being put to the House, shall the main question 
he now put, 

Was carried. 


The ayes and nays were called for on the engfossment of the 
bill, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messts. Blow, Bell, Coles, Ensworth, ne Hous- 
ton, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Mil- 
ler, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberis. Rogers, Shaw, Smith of 
B Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Wright 
and Willamson—27. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Huling, 
Menefee, Mayfield, Menard 7 Reily and Van Zandt—10, 

Carried, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Van Ness offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, that’ from and after the 15th instant, the House 
will hold but one session daily, which session shall commence 
at ten o’clock, a. m., and continue until the business on the 
Speaker’s table is despatched, or an adjournment takes place. 

Read and laid on the table one day. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of M., a resolution asking informa- 
tion-of the Secretary of War, was taken up, 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Usher, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of Linnville, praying for a certain mail route, etc., 

Which was reierred to the committee on post offices and 
roads. 

Mr. Menard moved that the house adjourn until nine o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a joint resolution transferring funds 
that were appropriated for the pay of cavalry to the Quarter 
Master General’s department, was taken up, and 

Read first time. 

Mr. Pillsbury moved that it be laid on the table until called 
up. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, rule-suspended and resolution 

Read second time. 

Mr. Van Ness offered the following amendments: 


Insert after the words ‘for the,’ the words ‘purchase and pay- 
ment of:’ strike out the words ‘regular infantry,’ and insert 
‘men that heretofore have been and are now in the field, under 
the orders of the government,’ and insert after ‘Quarter Mas- 
ter; the words eud Commissary,’ 


Which gmendments were adopted. 

Mr. Vai¥ Ness moved a further suspension of the rule, that 
*he resolution might be placed on its third reading. 

The ayes andways were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hull, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, ’ Miller, Mayfield, 
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Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, - 


Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messis. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, 
Murchison, Menard, Pillsbury, Smith of M., Usher and Wil- 
liamson—11. 

Carried, and resolution read third time. 

Mr. Johns moved that the rule be suspended which prohibits 
bills being amended after their third and final reading. . 

Lost. 

Mr. Kaufman moved the resolution be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole House. 

Lost, 

The question then being taken on the final passage of the re- 
solution, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 


AYES—Messrs, Arnett, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, ‘Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Miler, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith 
of B., ‘Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wrght—24. 

NAYS—Messre. Speaker, Coles, Huling, Houstan, Johns, 
Murchison, Parker, Pillsbury, Smith of M., Thomas, Usher 
and Williamson—12. 


Carried, and resolution passed. 

Mr. Thatcher moved that the House adjourn until ten ø’clcek, 
to-morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Meksrs. Bell, Ensworth, Hill, Houston, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Menard, Parker, Pillsbury, Reilly, Smith of B., 
Thatcher, Usher, W right and Williamson—16. 

NAYS —Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Latimer, M enefee, M urchison, 
Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas 
and Van Zanat—-19. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Menard moved that the House adjourn: until halt past 
nine o'clock. 

Lost, 

A bill to quiet the Jand titles within the twenty frontier 
‘eagues, bordering on the United States of the north, 

Read first time,. and 
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Ön motion af Mr. Harrison, one hundred copies were order. 
cd to be printed, of the same. 

Resol:.tion for electing Chief Justices of counties was 
taken up. 

The following amendment offered by the Senate: 

Strike out ‘fourteenth,’ and insert ‘seventeenth, was concur- 
red in by the House. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the judiciary committee be instructed to in. 
guire into the expediency and necessity, (taking into consider- 
ation our impoverished condition), of declaring by legislative 
enactmeut, that all eleven league grants within the ten literal 
leagues ofthe Guif of Mexico, and the twenty border leagues of 
the United States of the North: as also, all other grants within 
said limits, held by aliens, the conditions of which have not 
been complied with, to have forfeited, annured to the Govern- 
ment; and of providing, by law, that all lands held as aforesaid 
be sectionized and sold, under the terms and provisions of an 
act entitled an act to sectionize and sell the lands formerly re- 
served for and occupied by the Cherokee Indians, approved the 
first day of February, 1540: provided always, that the actual 
settler shall be protected to the extent of their respective head 
rights, where the same may be entered and surveyed on any of 
the grants aforesaid. ‘ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Roberts, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
for the election and appointment of sheriffs; . 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Wright moved that the House adjourn until nine o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. Lost 

On motion of Van Zandt, the House adjourned until seven 
o’clock, p. in. 


SEVEN o’cLocK, P. Me 


The House met, 

The roll was called, a quorum present, 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

Qn motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill to amend certain paris 
or portions ofan act concerning executions, was taken up, aud 

Read third time,— 
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The question was taken on the final passage of the bill, 
" The ayes and nays were caWed for, and stood thus:—* 
AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, 
Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, 
Parker, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith, of M., 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and William- 

son—ZA4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Ensworth, Hill, Houston, 
Johns, Latimer, Pillsbury, Shaw, and Van Ne ss—10. 

Carried, and bill passed. _, 

Mr. Kautman offered the following asthe caption of the bill: 

‘An act to make wild lands a legal tender, and to punish 
those who will not take it,’ , 

Mr. Van Zandt moved that Mr. Kaufman have leave to with- 
draw the caption which he had offered. 

Mr. Menefee moved the rejection of the amendment. 

Mr. Porter moved that the House adjourn until nine o’clock, 
-morrow morning. Lost. 

Mr. Johns offered the following amendment to the caption of 
the bill, which had been offered by Mr. Kaufman: Add . 

‘And to exempt land holders from paying their tax, and all 
just debts,’ 

Mr. Menefee moved the rejection of the amendment. 

The question was put, andit was rejected by the House. 

The question then was put on the adoption of the caption as 
dered by Mr Kaufman, 

Was lost, and the caption rejected. 

Mr. Menefea then moved that the caption attached to the bill 
be the caption for the same; 


Carried. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 


House of their rejection of the amendments made by the House 
to a joint resolution transferring the unexpended funds appro- 
priated for the pay of cavalry, to the Quarter Master General’s 
Department. 

A bill to provide for the investigation of escheated and for- 
Bae lands, and to direct the disposition of the same, was ta- 

en up— 

Mr Ti moved that the bill be laid on the table. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, it was referred to the commit: 
tee on public lands. 
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A bill declaring Sam Houston Duckworth legitimate; 

Was read third tinie, and passed. 

A bul for the relief of those persons who have taken the be 
nefit of the insolvent laws of other countries; 

Read second time, and referred to the judiciary committee, 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, Mr. Van Zandt was added to the 
committee on public lands. 

Joint resolution for the relief of R. T. Bryarly; 

Was read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Belden; 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on finance, 

A bill to establish the fifth brigade of Texas militia; 

Read second time, and re-referred to the committee on the 
state of the Republic. 

A bill supplementary to an act authorizing the issuing of 
duplicate land warrants, discharges, head rights, etc. 

Read second time, and referred to the “committee on the 
judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, Mr. Caldwell was added to the 
committee on finance. 

Mr. Honston moved that the House adjourn until ten o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 

AY ES—Messrs. Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Houston, Menard, 
Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Van Ness, and 
Wright—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Coles, Harrison, Hauling, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, 
Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, 
‘Thatcher, Usher, Yan Zandt and W illiamson—2 3. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Williamson then moved to enue until half past nine 


o clock, to-morrow morning. 
Lost. 


A bill to incorporate Fur and‘ Trading Companies of the Rio 
Grande, was taken up, and 

Referred to the finance committee. 

A bill to amend an act to raise a public revenue by direct 
taxation, approved 16th January, 1840. 

Read second tiie. and referred to the finance committee. 
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A bill for the relief of B. M. Carr and Hail Barton; 
Read second time, and 
Ordered to be engrossed; 
Joint resolution for the relief of Sylvanus Hatch, was taken 
up; and on motion, 

Was laid on the table until ealled up. 

A bill to alter the name of the town of ae 

Read second time. 

Mr. Menard moved it be referred to the committee on foyeign 
relations. 

On motion, it was laid on the table until called up. 

A bill of general incorporation of reiigious societies; 

Read second time, and referred fo the committee on the state 
of ihe Republic. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the roll was called. 

Mr. Usher moved to adjourn until ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. Lost. 

A bill to authorize the organization of one company of mount- 
ed gunmen in certain frontier counties, and defining their du- 
fies and privileges, was taken up, and on motion, 

Was recommitted to the military committee. | 

A bill to release certain land titles from the condition that 
they shall never pass into mortmain; 

Read second time, and referred to the comite on the 
jediciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Cecil; 

tead second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to organize the militia; 

Read second time, and laid on the table until called up. 

Mr. Houston moved that the House adjourn until nine o’cleck, 
to-morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus:— 

AYES—Messtrs. Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Hill, Houston, 
Menard, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of 
B, , Usher, Wright and Williamson—15. 

NAYS —Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Millen 
Mayfield, Porter, Shaw, Smith of M, Thomas, Thatcher, Van 
Ness, and Van Zandt—20. 

Motion lost. 
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Mr. Heuston then moved to adjourn until ten o’clock, to. 
morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: — 

AYES—Messrs.. Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Hill, Houston, 
Menefee, Menard, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of B., Usher, Wright and Williamson—17, 

NAYS—Messrs, Speaker, Blow, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield 
Porter, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, and Van 
Zandt—18. 

Motion lost. 


Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until half past nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. Lost. 

A bill for the relief of R. J. Woodward; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Townsend; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill torepeal a certain part of an act entitled an act to locate ' 
aroad from Washington to Sabine river, and to amend the 
same; 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on roads 
and bridges. 

Mr. Houston moved the House adjourn ugtil three quarters 
past nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. Lost. 

Mr. Hill moved the House adjourn until two o’clock, to- 
morrow morning. Lost. 

A bill to discharge, the regular army; 

Read second time,and referred to the select committee already 
appointed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of J. H. Finch; 

Read second time, and recommitted to the committee on 
public lands. 

A substitute offered by the committee on education, for a bill 
supplementary to an act to establish and incorporate the Ruters- 
College, ete., was taken up, and on motion, 

Was laid on the table until called up. 

A bill for the relief of E. K. Kellet; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill amending an act to provide the mode of trying titles to 
lands, approved on the 4th of February, 1840; 
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Read second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of James R. Martin; 

tead second time, and laid on the table. 

A substitute offered by the naval committee fora joint reso- 
lution, authorizing and requiring the Secretary of the navy to 
issue certificates of bounty lands to officers,seamen and marines 

‘ofthe navy; 

Was read second time, adopted, and ördered to be engrossed, 

A bill to provide the way of filling the office of city recorder; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A communication from the State Department, in answer toa 
jesolution of this House, asking information in, relation to the 
translation of the laws into the Castilian language, etc., 

Was read, and referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

A bill to lay up a portion of the navy, to aholish the office of 
Secretary of the navy, and also, to abolish the offices of navy 
agent and naval storekeeper, and for other Paves, was taken 
up, and on motion, 

Was laid on the table until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Caldwell moved to adjourn until ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. : | 

Lost. | 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjotirn until nine o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. Lost. 

. A bill to incorporate the Texas College of, Physicians and, 
Surgeons; | 

Was read second time. 

Mr. Hill moved that it lie on the table until ten o’clock, to- 
norrow. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, it was referred to a select committee, 
peeing of Messrs. Hill, Miller, Rogers, agi Johns and 

rnett 

À bill to amend an act to suppress gaming: 

Was read second time. 

Mr. Williamson moved it be referred to the judiciary com- 
mittee. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the rule was Apend and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 
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A bill defining more particularly the boundaries of the coun. 
ty of Jatkson; 

Was read second time. 

Mr. Wright moved its indefinite postponement. ` 

‘The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Hill, Murchison, 
Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Smith, of B., Thomas, 
Thatcher, Van Ness. Van Zandt and Wright—-16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Caldwell, Coles, Huling, Houston, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Pillsbury, Rogers, 
Smith of M., Usher, and Williamson—45. 

Carried, and bill indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Haigler moved the House adjourn until ten o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Latimér, the House adjourned until nine 
o’clock, tormorrow. 


T'vespay, December 15, 1840. 


'The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

"The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Hill, Haigler. Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, 
Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; z 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Houston presented the petition of Wm. B. Stivers, pray- 


ing for relief, , 
Which was referred tothe committee ón public lands. 
Also, the petition of John W. Kings, asking for relief, 
Which was referred to the committee on finance. 


~ 
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ar. Augustin presented the petition of Sant! Brooks, pray- 
ing for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. : 

A message was received from the Senafe informing the House 
of the passage of a bill supplementary to an act to detect frau- 
dulent land certificates, ete., passed January, 1840. 


The committee on publie lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of ‘Thomas Ross, 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
reference to the committee on claims and accounts. 
WM. N. FORTHE Ge 


Which report was adopted, 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Bridget Fadden, | 
Reported by a bill for her relief. 
WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day 


The committee on the state of the Republic, to whom was 
referred a joint resolution for the settlement of accounts of go- 
vernment agents, 

Reported by a substitute for the same, and recommended its 
passage. 

WM. MENEFEBS, Chairman. . 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. | 
The engrossing committee made the following report: 


House of REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 15, 1840. 
The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report, 
that they have examined the following bills: - 
A bill to divide the county of Red River, and to create the 
counties of Bowie and Calhoun : 
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A bill to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda and 
Colorado, for judicial and other purposes; i 

A bill-to repeal the first, second and fourth sections of the 
law to provide forthe return of surveys, for the collection of 
government dues on lands, and for other purposes; 

A bill appropriating seventy-five thousand dollars in the pro. 
missory notes of the government, to carry into effect the provi. 
sions of an act to sectionize and sell the lands formerly reserved 
for, and occupied by the Cherokee Indians, 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chaira. 


Which report was adopted. 


The select committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
Geo. W. Heckley, 


Reported a bill for his relief, 
HENRY SMITH, Chair’n. 


Which report was received and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


The select committee to whom was referred the bill to or- 
ganize a certain part of the county of Liberty, for judicial and 
other purposes, 

Reported by a substitute for the same, and recommended its 


passage. 
C. C. ARNETT, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 


The select committee to whom was referred a communica- 
tion from his Excellency the President, recommending the pas- 
sage of a law making appropriations to enable Col. Wm. G. 
Cooke to return from Red river, etc., 

Reported, that this House having already passed a bill for 
that purpose, they would ask to be discharged from the further 


consideration of the same. 
WM. N. PORTER, Chairn. 
Which report was adopted. 


t 
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On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the House adhered to the 
amendments made by the House to a joint resolution transfer- 
ying funds for the pay of cavalry, to the Quarter Master Gene- 
yal’s department, 

Mr. Van Ness then moved that a committee of conference be 
appointed; and, also, to request the Senate to appoint a like 
committee, to confer on the above named resolution, 

The question being put to the House, was carried. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. a Ness, Porter 
and Miller, said committee of conference. | 

On motion of Mr. Yan Ness, a resolutidn to hold but one ses- 
son a day, was taken up and read. | 

The question then being put on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Harrison, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Menefee, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Smith 
of Brazotia, Smith of Montgomery, ‘Thomas, Thatcher, Van 
Ness and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Huling, Latimer, 
Murchison, Roberts, Shaw, Usher and Williamson—10. ` 

Carried, and resolution adopted. 

Mr. Kaufman offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to report a bill requiring the Attorney General to adopt such 
proceedings as will bring before the Supreme Court for final 
adjudicat‘on, the proceedings of the last district court of Bastrop 
county, in a case of Mandamus, wherein Levi N. Jones and 
Edward Hall were plaintiffs, and John P. Borden, Commissioner 
of the general I:nd office, defendant; and the decision in which 
case was in favor of the plaintiffs, requiring the said commis- 
sioner to issue patents for all that portion of Galvestcn Island 
not previously patented. 2 

Adopted. 

Mr. Kaufman offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a select committee of five-be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to report a bill forthwith, reorganizing 
the post office department, and reducing the post routes, so, 
that if possible, the revenue arising from this department of 
government, may be brought within the expenditures incurred 
by the same. Adopted. 
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Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs, Pillsbury, Miller, 
Van Ness, Roberts and Johns, said select committee; 
And, on motion of Mr. Williamson, Mr, Kaufman was ad. 
ded to the committee, 


The committee on the state of the Republic, to whom was 
referred the petition of James Smith, 

Reported a bill to be entitled an act changing the name of 
gettain persons therein named. 

l WM. MENEFEE, Chairn. 


Report received and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

A message from the Senate, inferming the House of the ap- 
pointment of Messrs. Daingerfield, Lester and Kendrick, as a 
committee of conference on the part of the Senate, to confer with 
the committee on the part of the House, on a joint resolution 
transferring funds for the pay of cavalry, to.the Quarter Master 
General’s department. 

Mr. Latimer, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal a portion 
of the eighth section of an act, entitled an act regulating the 
license and practice of attorneys, passed 28th January, 1837, 

Read first time. 

Mr, Smith of M., by leave, introduced a bill to organize 
a part of Montgomery county, for judicial and other purposes, 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of B., the report of the select com- 
mittee, on the memorial of Asa Brigham, 

Was taken up and read. 

Mr. Miller moved its reference to a committee of the whole 
House on Saturday next. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, it was referred toa select com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Pillsbury, Miller, Blow, Lam, 
Latimer, Williamson and Shaw, with instructions to call for 
any persons or papers that they may require. 

Mr. Miller moved a reconsideration of the yote on the inde- 
finite postponement of a bill altering the boundaries of the 
county of Jackson. 

‘The ayes and nays were called for,and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Harrisor, 
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Houston, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, 
Reily, Smith of M., Thomas and Usher—16. ' 
NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett; Ensworth, Hill, 
Lann, Murchison, Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of 
B, Thatcher, Wright and Williamson—15, 
Carried, and on motion of Mr. Usher, the bill was Yaid on the 
table, i : 
A message was received from the Senatè, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution, for the relief of the 
Post Master General, first and second Auditor and Treasurer. 

A. bill to incorporate the town of Franklin, D 

Read second time, and , 

Oraered to be engrossed. | 

A bill to repeal an act incorporating the town of Shelby- 
yille, ete. e i 

Read second time, and i 

Referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Roberts, 
Wright, Bell, Rogers and Barnett. . ! 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, the vote was ‘reconsidered on 
the engrossment of a bill for the relief of R. J. Woodward; 

And the bill referred to the committee on public lands, 

Joint resolution for the relief of Wm. K. Simpson: 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 


2 


Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the re- 


lief of James Bridge; 
Read first time. . T 
A bill to athorize B. Manlove to emancipate certain slaves; 
Read third time and passed, | 
A bill for the relief of Margaret Wright; 
Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. Menefee, by leave, presented the petition of Joel Miner, 
praying for relief ; ! 
Which was read. 
Mr. Menefee, by leave, introduced a joint resolution supple- 
mentary to a joint resolution for the relief of cértain persons 
therein named, approved 22d Jan., 1840: 
Read first time. | 
On motion, rule suspended, and resolution | 
Read second time, and 
On motion, the rule was further suspended, and resolution 
a time, and passed. 
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A bill authorizing and requiring the Commissary General to 
pay certain drafts therein named. 

Read second time, and referred to the finance committee. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, a bill better to define the bound. 
aries of the county of Galveston, was taken up, and referred toa 
select committee, > 

Consisting of Messrs. Menard, Smith of B., Reily, Arnett and 
Augustin. 

A bill to regulate the clerical department of the House of Re. 
presentatives, and for other purposes; . 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on the stats 
of the Republic. ~ 


Mr. Harrison moved the reconsideration of the vote on the 
passage of a Joint resolution transferring funds for the pay of 
cavalry, to the Quarter Master General’s Department. 

Mr. Hill moved that Mr. Harrison’s motion lie on the table. 

Carried, 

A bill to repeal the Ist, 2d and 4th sections of the law to pto- 
vide for the return of surveys, for the collection of Government 
dues on land, and for other purposes; 

Read third time, and laid on the table for the present. 


A bill to lay upa portion of the navy, to abolish the office af 
Secretary of the navy, and also, to abolish the offices of navy 
agent and naval storekeeper, and for other purposes, was 
taken up. . , 

Mr. Mayfield moved that it be laid on the table until call 
ed up. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: œ 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Haling, fil 
Haigier, Lann, Menefee, Mayfield, Reily, Thomas, Thatcher, 
and Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Afnett, Barnett, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Menard ;Pillsbury, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M., Usher and William 
son—18. 

Motion lost. 

No Menefee offered the following as a substitute for section 
three: 

‘ Be it furthered enacted, That the office of Secretary of the 
navy, and the offices of- navy agent and naval storekeeper bt, 
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sbolished, and the Secretary of War shall Tn the duties 
heretofore devolving on the Secretary of navy, law. 

Adopted. 

The question then was taken on the engrossment of the bill. 

Was carried, 

And bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of M. B. Shackleford and Wm. 
Isaacs; l 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Haigler, a bill for the relief of Sylvanus 
Hatch, was taken up, and 

Read second time, 

Mr. Miller offered the following amendment: 

Insert after the word ‘audited,’ ‘payable in five years.’ 

Adopted. 


Mr. Miller then moved to insert the words ‘with eight per 
cent. interest.” 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the words ‘with four per cent. 
interest,” were inserted. 


Mr. Houston moved a reconsideration of the vee on the 
adoption of Mr. Mayfield’s amendment to insert ‘ with four per 
cent, interest.’ 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Haigler, rule suspended, and bill 

Read third time and passed. 


A bill defining the way by which the holders of conditional 
certificates shall establish the same, was taken up, 
And substitute offered by the special committee read. 
ae Harrison moved it be referred to a select committee. 
osf, 
The question then was taken on the adoption of the sub- 
stitute, 
It was rejected. 
Mr. Kaufman offered the following amendment: 
Strike out in section 2d, the words ‘ the Chief Justice of the 
county with two, and insert the word ' three.’ 
Adopted. 


Mr. Horrison offered the'following additional section: 
‘Sec. Beit further enacted, That the powers of onig board 
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of Commissioners, shall only continue for six mioaths from the 
passage of this act.’ à 

Mr. Kaufman called for the previous question. “ 

The question was put to the House, shall the main question 
be now taken: f 

Was carried, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner General of the Land 
Office be requested to furnish this Housé a tabular statement, 
shewing, 

Ist. ‘The number of eleven league grants and colonists, or 
other grants within the limits and boundaries ef the Cherokee 
territory as defined in the treaty made by Sam Houston and 
John Forbes, with the Chief of the tribe of Cherokee Indians, 
on the 23d day of February, A. D. 1836,—to whom said grants 
were issued, by whom granted, and at what date. 

2d. The number of surveys made in said territory by virtue 
of orders of survey or certificates, issued by the respective 


boards of Land Commissioners,—by what boards they were © 


, 


issued,—to whom, as original or assignee, and what number of 


said orders of survey have been confirmed by the travelling 
board of Commissioners, together with those that have been re- 
jected by said board, and for whom surveyed respectively as the 
Same appear in his office. 

3d. 'The number of eleven leagne grants located within the 
twenty border leagues of the United States of the North, and 
the ten literal leagues of the Gulf of Mexico, as also, other 
grants within said limits,—to whom granted, at what time, and 
by what officer or officers, or authority the same were made, 
together with all the information in his office relative to the 
foregoing grants, surveys and subjects respectively. 

Read and laid on the table one day. f 

The committee of conference, Van Ness chairman, made the 
following report: = 

The joint committee of conference on the bill transferring 
funds from the Pay Master’s Department, to the Quarter Mas- 
ter and Commissary Generai’s Department: 

Report, that in lieu ofthe amendments adopted by the House; 
they propose the following amendments: 

Insert after the words ‘Quarter Master’s, the words ‘and 
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Commissary:’ also, strike out the words ‘regular infantry,’ and 
insert í the men now in the field under the orders of Govern- 
ment. ' 

“The question was taken,—the report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, a bill to increase the bond of the 
sheriff of Harris county, was taken up, 

Read second time, ` - 

Mr. Reily offered the following additional section: L 

Sec, 2. Beit further enacted, That all laws now in force 
a to the amount, the number of securities and the mode of ap- 
proval of the bond of the sheriff of Harris county, be, and the 
same are hereby repealed, and this act go into effect, from and 
after its passage. . 

Adopted. i 

And bili rdered to be engrossed; 

Mr. Hill moved a reconsideration of the vote on the adoption 
of the resolution for holding but one session a day. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House adjourned until 
ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


+ 


Wepwespay, Dec. 16, 1840. 


‘lhe house met pursuant to adjournment. | 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : | 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Montgomery, ‘Thatcher, 
Usher, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The jonrnal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The committee on the state of the Republic, to whom was 
Teferred a bill to establish the fifth brigade of ‘Texas militia; 

| | 


| 
° | 
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Reported the same back to the House, and recommended iis 
indefinite postponement. 

Mr. Haynie moved the report be laid on the table for the 
presen‘. : 

Lost. ; 

‘The geestion then was put,—the report was adopted, and 
billsindefinitely postponed. : 


‘The committee on the state of the Republic, to whom was re- 
ferred a communication from the State Department, containing 
letters of George W. Smyth, Commissioner for running the 
boundary line: 

Reported that the House having already acted on the subject 
contained in the communication, etc., they would bég leave to 
be discharged irom the further consideration of the same. 

Also, a bill of general incorporation of religious societies: 

Reported that they believed that the circumstances of the 
country did not require the passage of such a law, and recom- 
mended the bill be laid on the table until called up. 

Also, the several petitions in behalf of free persons of color: 

Report they have examined the same, but a law having al- 
ready passed providing for all such persons; they would beg 
leave to be discharged from ihe further consideration of the 
same. 

WM. MENEFEER, Chairn. 


Which reports were adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report: 


December 16, 1840. 
The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find them correctly enrolled, viz: 
An act concerning free persons of color. 
An act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land cer- 
tificates, etc., passed January, 1840. 
And a joint resolution transferring funds appropriated for the 
cavalry, to the infantry. 
The above hills have been laid before his Excellency the 
President for his approval on the 15th instant. 
W. D. MILLER, One of com. 
< Which report was adopted. 
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The printing committee made the following report: | 


Covumirree Room, Dec. 16, 1840. 
To the Hon.. David S. Kaufman, | 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The committee on public printing have this day approved 
the foll owing accounts of Sam’) Whiting. viz. 
For printing 200 copies Gazette, No.5 5, - - 120 00 
do do 200 do do do 6, - - | 120 00 
do do 100 bills to quiet land titles, 2 pages, 72 00 


Total, - - - §312 00 
JAMES SHAW, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 
The engrossing committee made the following report: 


: House or iranran 
, l December 16, 1840. 

The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave f report, 
that they have examined the following bills and joi t resolu- 
tons, viz: | 

A bill to be entitled an act to increase the bond of the Sheriff 
of Harris county: and 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the towa of 
Franklin; and 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of isi 
Wright; and 

A bill tg be entitled an act for the relief of B. M. ber and 
Hail Barton; and 
a bill to provide the way of filling the office of ay Recor- 
er; and 

A bill for the relief of E. R. Kellet; and 

An aet for the relief of Nathaniel Towsend; and 

Ajoint resolution for the relief of Rowland T. Bryarly; and 
A joint resolution tor the relief of Joseph Cecil: an 

A joint resolution for the relief of Sylvanus Hatch; jand 

A joint resolution for the relief of M: B. Shackléford and 
William Isaaes; and 
A joint resolution for the relief of Wm. K. sine and 


| 
| 
! 


A joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Secretary of . 
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the Navy, to issue certificates of bounty land to officers, sea- 
men and marines of the navy; and 

Au act to lay up a portion of the navy, and to abolish the 
oñice of Secretary of the Navy; and, also, to abolish the offices 
of Navy Agent and Naval Store Keeper, and for other pur- 
poses; and 

A bill to be entitled an act defining the way by which: the 
holders of conditional certificates shall establish the same, 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, 
Chairn Com. Erg’d Bills, 


Which report was adopted. 7 

Mr. Shaw, by leave, presented the petition of Sam'l J ones and 
Hugh McKean, praying for relief, 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Shaw, Roberts, Arnett, Huling and Lann. 


The select committee to whom was referred the petition of J. 


Snively, Pay Master General, 
Reported by a bill for his relief. 
WM. N. PORTER, Chair's. 


Report received, and 

Bill read first time. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
' House of the passage, with amendments, of a bill to divide the 
county of Red River, and to create and establish the couniies oi 
Bowie and Calhoun. 

The select committee, Mr. Johns, chairman, to whom waste 
ferred a resolution to inquire into the expediency of disbanding 
the regular army of ‘Texas, 

Reported by a bill to disband the regular army of Texas, aui, 
also, a bill to encourage frontier protection. 

Report received, and bills 

Read first time. 

Mr. Wright, by leave, presented the petition of Thomas D. 
‘Allen, praying relief, 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting « 
Messrs. Wright, Riley, Usher, Murchison and Parker. 

Mr. Coles offered the following resolution : 


2e et pe, 


Resolved, That the editors of newspapers in this place, be 
pspectfully requested to publish all laws ofa general! nature, 
mmediately after their passage; and that a committee be ap- 
winted to wait on said editors, and make known this request. 
Mr. Miller offered ihe following, as a substitute ior the 
above resolution : 
Resolved, That the committee on publie printitig be in- 
sructed to contract, as soon as practicable, for the publication 
ofthe laws of the present session of Congress, under the super- 
usion of the Secretary of State, in one of the newspapers pub- 
ished at the se it of government: Provided, the expense thereof 
dees not exceed five hundred dollars in ‘Texas promissory 
poles, 
On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the two resolutions (rore laid 
on the table until to-morrow. 


The committee on military affairs, to whom was referred a 
bill to authorize the organization of one company af meunted 
gunmen, in certain frontier counties, 

Reported the same back to the House, without amendment, 
and recommended its passage. | 

G. H. HARRISON, (Chain. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on tHe table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following resolution: | 

Resolved, Tnatthe Speaker add three members to the com- 
mittee on retrenchment, which at present consists sof five only. 

Adopted. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Johns, Coles and 
Shaw, the three to be added to the committee on retrenchment. 

Mr. Lann presented the petition of the non-commissioned 
officers of the fifth regiment of infantry of the Republic of 
Texas, praying for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the committee on finance 
be requested to return to this House immediately, a bill to re- 
peal the tariff, etc., etc., etc., 

Mr. Williamson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
Tesolution. 


28 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, it was laid on the table. 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by statutes some 
proper mode of making absentees or persons residing out of the 
Republic, parties.to suits. 

Rejected. 


Mr. Barnett offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That an act repealing an act to raise a public re- 
venue by impost duties, and for other purposes, introduced by 
the gentleman from Houston, and referred to the committee on 
finance, be recalled from that committee, and referred to a se- 
léct committee. i 

Rejected. 


On motion of Mr. Porter, a bill to quiet the land titles within 
the twenty frontier leagues, bordering on the United States of 
the north, was taken up, and made the special order of the day 
for Saturday next, at 11 o'clock. 


Mr. Van Zandt, at his request, was granted leave of absence, 
in consequence of indisposition. 


The House proceeded to the business on the Speaker's ta- 
ble, and the 


om 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to divide the county of Red River, and to create and 
establish the counties of Bowie and Calhoun, was taken up. | 

‘The following amendments were made by the Senate, viz: 

In sixth section. strike out ‘Red River, and in the 
eleventh line, after ‘courts, strike out all after, until the words, 
‘county of Bowie,’ and insert after the word Bowie, -be held, 
and strike out the word ‘Calhoun,’ wherever it occurs in the 
bill, and insert ‘Lamar,’ 

Were adopted by the House. 


The committee on county boundaries, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill better to define the boundary between the counties 
of Austin and Fort Bend. east of the Brazos, by leave, 

Reported a substitute for the same, and recommended its 
passage. 


LS. HAIGLER, Chairman. 


t 
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Which report was received, and bill-laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

A bill providing the mode of appointing wreck masters, and 
prescribing their duties, 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to organize the militia of certain counties for frontier 
defence, etc., was taken up, and 

On motion, referred to the select committee who have under 
consideration bills of the like nature. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, Messrs. Mayfield, Hill and Blow, 
were added to said select committee. 

„A bill better to define the boundaries of the county of Travis, 
was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Blow, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Thomas, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act en- 
riled an act to incorporate the city of Richmond, and the 
wns of San Fellippe de Austin and Lagrange, approved Nov. 
18th, 1837, 

Which was read first time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the Post Master General, first 
and second Auditor and Treasurer, 

Was read second time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Edward West, 

, Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. i 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Secretary of 
the Nayy to issue certificates ot bounty land to officers, seamen 
and marines in the navy, 

Read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Williamson, hy leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this House will hereafter commence its ses- 
sion at nine o’clock, a. m., and continue in session until twelve 
o'clock, meridian, unless the business on the Speakers table be 


sooner disposed of, and that this House then stand adjourned 


until nine o’clock at night. 
Read first time. 7 
Mr. Williamson moved the suspension of the rule which or- 
D all new rules of the House to be laid on the table one day. 
ost. 
A bill for the election and appointment of Sheriffs, 
Read second time, and 


wenn 


276 


On motion of Mr. Bell, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

A bill to lay up a portion of the navy, and to abolish the 
office of Secretary of the Navy; and, also, to abolish the offices 
of Navy Agent, and Naval storekeeper, and for other purposes, 
was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, was laid on the table until 
called up. ? 

A message from the Senate, informing the House, of the 
adoption, with amendments, of a resolution fixing a day for the 

two Houses to go into an election of public printer. 

The amendments made by the Senate were to strike out, in 
second line, ‘sixteenth,’ and insert ‘twenty-second; and add, ‘Be 
t further resolved, That the committee on printing for the two 
ouses, receive sealed proposals for the printing of the laws 
und of the journals, and report the same to the Senate and 
Jouse of Representatives, on Monday, 21st December, 1840. 

The question then being put to the House, the amendments 
of the Senate were concurred in. i 

Joint resolution for the relief of R. T. Bryarly, 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda and 
Colorado, for judicial and other purposes, 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Wright, 

Read third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Blow, was recommitted to the committee on 
nublic lands. 

A message was received from the Senate, requesting that the 
bill to divide the county of Red River, and to establish the 
counties of Bowie and Lamar, might be returned to the Senate, 
that they may tak - further action on the same. 

The question being put, the request was granted. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Wm. K. Simpson, 

Read third time and passed. - 

A bill to incorporate the town of Franklin, 

Read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Cecil, 
` Read third time and passed. : 

A bill for the relief of E. K. Kellet, 

Read third time and passed. i 
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A bill to increase the bond of the Sheriffof Harms county, 

Read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had reconsidered the vote on the passage of a 
bill to divide the county of Red River, and create and establish 
the counties of Bowie and Lamar, and added an additional 
section. 

The question being then taken on the following additional 
section, offered by the Senate: ‘Be it further enacted, That this 
act shall be in force and take effect from and after its passage,’ 

Was carried and section adopted. 

A bill for the relief of B. M. Carr and Hail Barton, 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide the way of filling the office of city Re- 
corder, 

Read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief M. B. Shackleford and Wm. 
Isaacs, 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Townsend, 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill appropriating seventy-five thousand dollars of the pro- 
missory notes of the government, to carry into effect an act to 
sctionize and sell the lands formerly reserved for and occupied 
by the Cherokee Indians, approved February 1st, 1840, 

Read third time, 

On motion of Mr. Usher, the roll was called, and the sergeant 
at arms was dispatched for absent members. 

Mr. Miller, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the sergeant at arms be required to proeure 
amap of the Republic, if to be found in the city, and suspend 
the same in the Hall of Representatives, 

Which, on motion of Mr. Hill, was laid on the table. 

' Mr. Kaufman moved a reconsideration of the vote adcpting 
the report of the committee on the state of the Republic, on a 
hill creating the fifth brigade Texas militia. 

‘Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Haigler, Messrs. Usher and Williamson, 
were added to the commitiee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Wright moved that the House now adjourn until ten 
clock, to- morrow morning. 
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_ Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
wus: — 

AYES—VNfessrs. Caldwell, Ensworth, Harrison, Haigler, 
Hlayuie, Aiaylieid and Wrighit—7. 

NAYS—Messrs, Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, 
Huleg, Hil, Houston, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Mur- 
chisou, Menard, Anlier, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Shaw, Snuth of sf , Thomas, Usher and  Villiamson—24. 

Lost. 

Ou motion of Mr. Blow, the vote was reconsidered adding 
Mr. Williamson.to the committee on county boundaries, 

Mr. Usher moved the House adjourn until ten o’clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Ensworth, Harrison, Huling, Menefee, 
Murchison, Menard, Mayfield, Usher and Wright—9. 

N AYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 
Caldwell, Coles, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas and Williamson—24, Lost. 

The question was then taken on the final passage of the 
Cherokee bill. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Bell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Harrison, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher, Wright and Williamson—28. 

NAYS—Messts. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Huling, Grigs- 
by, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Reilly and Van Zanat~-10. 

The bill passed. , 

A bill defining the way by which holders of conditional certi- 
ficates shall establish the same, 

Was read third time. ; 

Mr. Menard moved that the house adjourn until ten o'elock, 
to-morrow morning. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Huling, the rale was suspended which 
prohibits bills being amended on the third and final reading. . 
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Mr. Huling offered the following anicndinent to the bill: 

Strike out ‘Chief Jusuce, in sixth sechon, and insert ‘county 
clerk,’ : 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Blow moved that the House adjourn until ten o’clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus:— 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Menard, Parker, Reily 
and Williamson—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, 
Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huung, Hill, Haynie, Houston, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B, Smith, of M., 
Thomas, Thatcher and Usher—2%8. Lost, 

Nr. Kaufman offered the following additional sections to the 
bill under consideration: ' - 

(Sec, 14. Be it further enaeted, That the boards or tribuna's 
herein created shall have power to gtant original or condition- 
alcertificates of the second and third class until the Ist of 
Jane, 1841, and no longer; and no unconditional certificate 
shall be issued on any original or conditional certificate, ob- 
tained from the tribunal herein created, until two years shail 
have expired from the time of obtaining said original or condi- 
ton certificate.’ 

Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, That should any certificate 
‘Issue contrary to the provisions of thìs act, they shall be, aud 
are hereby declared to be null and void, and the members of the 
board granting the said illegal certifigates, shall be deemed 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and on being convicted thereof 
before the District Court,shall be fined in asam of not less than 
two thousand, nor more than ten thousand dollars, shall be dis- 
missed from office, and shall be forever thereafter incapable of 
holding any office cf honer, profit, or trust within this Re- 
public.’ : 

‘Sec. 16. Beit further enacted, That the individuals com- 
posing the tribunals created by this act, shall be commissioned 
by the President.’ 

Mr. Hill proposed the following amendment: 

Strike out ‘Ist Jane, L841,’ and insert ‘Ist January, 1842.’ 

Which Mr. Kaufman accepted. ; 
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Mr. Williamson moved that the bill, together with the amend. 
ments, be laid on the table. 

Lost, 

The ayes and nays were then called for on the adoption of 
the amendments of Mr. Kaufman, and stood thus: 

AYES— Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, 
Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Houston, Johns, ‘Lann, 
Menetee, Miller, Maytield, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, 
and Smith of M.—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Huling, Haynie, Parker, Porter, Thomas, 
Usher, Wright and Williamson—8. 

Sections adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following additional section: 

‘Sec. 17. Beit further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the judges of the Dirtrict Court to give this actin charge to 
the grand juries of the respective counties.’ 

Waich was adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved to strike out the proviso in section second, 
which prohibits members of former boards being eligible to 
elective members of this tribunal. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Porter then moved the reconsideration of the vote on the 
adoption of Mr. Hills amendment. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus:— 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Harrison, Huling, 
Houston, Haynie, Johns, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, 
Rogers, Smith of M. and Thomas,—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Hill, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Mayfield, Parker, 
Reily, Shaw, Usher, Wright and Williamson—17. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved an adjournment until ten o’clock, 
to-morrow morning; 

Lost. 

Mr. Mayfield then moved the previous question, which was, 
shall the main question be now put,— 

Question put, and decided in the affirmative; 

And the biil passed. 

Mr. Reily moved the House adjourn until ten o’clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
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AVYES—Messrs. Augustin, Caldwell, Coles, Johns, Men- 
eee, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Rogers, Usher and William- 
n—I1. 
NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Bell, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Lann, 
Latimer, Murchison, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of M, 
Thomas, and Wright—2L. 
- Motion lost. 
A bill to alter the name of the town of Swartwourt, and in- 
corporale the same, in the northern division of Liberty county; 
Was read second time. 


On motion of Mayfield, the roll was called, and absentees 
were sent for. P : 

Mr. Mayfield made a question of order, whether it would be 
in order for the House to dispose of any other business, until the 
absentees present themselves, and make their excuse to the 
House. 

Which the Speaker decided to be in order, 

Upon which Mr. Mayfield appealed from the Speaker’s 
decision. 

The House sustained the Speaker. 

Mr. Houston moved to strike out all that part of the biil 
changing the name of the town of Swartwout, ete, which 
changed the name from Swartwout to Kosciusko. 

Adopted. _ 

Mr. Williamson moved that the biil be referred to the cota- 
mittee on foreign relations, ` 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Arnett, the bill was referred to a select 
committee. 

Whereupon, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Arnett, Grigsby, 
Menard, Houston and Williamson, said select committee. 

Mr, Mayfield moved that the House adjourn until ten o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. : 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfied, the roll was again called, and the 
‘etgeant-at-arms despatched for adsentees who had not been 
excused by the House. 

Mr. Haynie moved a reconsideration of the vote of the House 
ete the Speaker's decision, that it was in order to dispose 
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of other business, when a call of the House had been made, and 
previous to receiving the excuses ct absentees; 

Which was carried, and vote reconsidered. 

Mr. Usher appeared in the eustedy of the sergeant at arms, 
and having no excuse, the question was put whcther he should 
be discharged from further custody, and permitted to take his 
seat, and decided in the affirmative, and , 

On motion, he was exeused from payment of fees, 

Mr. Usher offered his resignation, which the House refused 
to accept. i 

Mr. Mayfield again appealed from the decision of the chair, 
upon a question of order, whether the House could proceed to 
dispose of other business, when a eall of the House. had been 
made, and previous to receiving the excuses of the absentees, 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called upon the ques- 
tion ‘is the chair out of order,’ and stood thns: 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Harrison, Haling, Houston, 
ZL igler, Johns, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Realy, 
Shaw, Usher and Wright—14. 

NAYS—wMessrs. Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Bell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Haynie, Lany, Latimer, Murchison, Parker, 
Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher and Wil- 
liamson-——i8. 

The chair was sustained. 

A bill to amend an act which provides the mode of taking 
testimony by interrogations, and to provide a mode for taking 
testimony by depositions. 

Read second time. 

Hon. Messrs. Menefee and Caldwell, appeared in the custody 
of the sergeant at arms, and having no excuse, the question 
being put to the House, they were discharged from custody and 
permitted to take their seats, and without the payment of fees. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the House dispensed with a further 
call of absentecs. 

Mr. Houston offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the examination of the several witnesses sum- 
moned by a resolution taken before a joint committee of both 
Houses, with a report of the Commissioner General of the land 
office, relative to fraudulent land claims, be printed, to the num- 


ber of one hundred and fifty copies, for the use of this House. 
Adopted. 
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Mr. Houston offered the following resolution: —. 

Resolved, That when the sense of this House is taken, it 
shall be by ayes and nays, and not by yeas and noes, and that 
each member voting in the affirmative, shall, when his name is 
called, answer “yea,” and those voting in the negative, when 
their name is called, ‘nay.’ 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the re- 
lief of Andrew Jackson Davis. ` 

Read first time. 

A bill to regulate publie sales, 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the state of the Republic. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the two resolutions on printing the 
laws, ete., were taken up, and =| 

Substitute offered by Mr. Miller, for the one offered by Mr. 
Coles, was adopted. 

Mr. Blow offered the following amendment: 

Insert after the word laws ʻin the English and Castiljan lan- 
guage? Adopted, and 

On motion of Mr. Blow, the resolution was referred to the 
committee on the state of the Republic. 

Hon. M. B. Menard appeared in the custody of the sergeant 
at arms, and having no excuse; 

The question being put, he was discharged from custody, 
and permitted to take his seat, and without the payment of fees. 


A bill to authorize B. F. Smith to emancipate certain 


slaves,’ 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the state of the Republic. 

A resolution asking information of the Secretary of the State. 

Read, and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of Geo. W. Hockley, as attorney in fact 
for John Davis McNairy. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, presented the petition of Henry 
Lynch, a free man of color, praying for the privilege of remain- 
inginthe Republic, — . > 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the Re- 
public. 


On motion of Mr. Latimer, a bill to divide the county of Red 
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River, and to create and establish the county of Bowie and La. 
mar, was taken up. 
The question being taken.on the adoption of the following 


_ additional section, offered by the Senate, viz: 


‘Be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect from and 
after its passage,” 

Was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury, the House adjourned until 
ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Tsurspay, December 17, 1840. 


'The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Bell, Caldwell, 
Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, M urchison, 
Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Regers, 
Shaw, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
Wright and Williamson. 

Ac quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business, 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate in forming the House 
of the passage of a bill concerhing the powers of the Chief Jus- 
tices of county courts: 

Also, a bill concerning mail routes. ete., and postage; and 

A bill to abolish certain offices therein named, and to fix the 
naval establishment of the Republic. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the vote was reconsidered on 
the adoption of yesterday’s journa's. 

Mr. Van Ness appealed from a decision of the chair on the 
forty:fifth stamding rule of the House; the chair having decid- 
ed that no member could leave the bar of the House ‘without 
first obtaining leave, 
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Mr. Porter moved that the sergeant at arms be instructed to 
get a board and hang at the door, and allow but one member to 
leave at a time; and asthe member leaves, to furnish such 
member with a pass, and as the member returns, to receive the 
pass from him. l 

Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment to Mr. Porter’s 
motion : 

‘And the sergeant at arms shall obtain a sword and wear at 
his side!’ . 

Mr. Haynie, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the forty-fifth rule of this House be amended, 
so as to read, after the word House; ‘for a longer term than fif- 
teen minutes,’ 

_ Read first time, and 

On motion, the rule was suspended that prohibits new rules 
of the House to lay on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Miller offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Haynie’s resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the forty-fifth rule of this House be, and the 
same is hereby repealed.’ » 

Mr. Williamson moved that Mr. Harrison be apyointed as 
the person to hold the watch to tell when the fifteen minutes 
were up, 

Mr. Wright asked leave of absence for a few minutes. 

The question was put to the House, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Bell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Shaw, Smith of B, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Ness, Wrightand Williamson—30. 

NAYS— Messrs. Caldwell, Haling, Haigler, Menefee, Miller, 
and Mayficld—6. 

Carried, and Mr. Wright permitted to absent himself for a 
few minutes. 

_ On motion of Mr. Hill, Mr. Van Ness’s appeal from the deei- 
sion of the Chair, on the 45thrule of the House: 

Also, the two resolutions concerning said rule, 

Were laid on the table. 

Mr. Reily presented the pétition of sundry citizens of the city 
of Houston, praying a repeal of that portion of the act which 
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acthorizes the city council of the city of Houston to fill va. 
cancies in their body, and that the filung of vacancies may be 
left to the voters of the ward in which a vacancy may be; 

Which was referred to the judiciary committee. 

Also, the petition of Geo. Fisher, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs, 

Also, the petition of Fauny McFarland, a free woman of 
color, praying for the privilege of remaining iu the Republic, 
which petition was seconded by sundry citizens of the city of 
Houston; 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Augustin presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
San Augustine county, praying Congress to repeal the law of 
*impost dunes,’ etc.; 

Which was referred to the finance committee. 

Mr. Mayfied presented the petition of Andrew Bell, a free 
man of color. residing in Nacogdoches county, praying for the 
privilege of remaining in the Republic. 

Also, the petition of Allen Dainery, a free man of color, pray- 
ing Congress to pass an act to allow him to temain in the Re- 
public; 

Which petitions were referred to the committee on the state 
of the Republic. 

Mr. Van Ness presented the petition of sundry citizens of San 
Antonio. praying for the establishment of a police court in the 
city of San Antonio; T 

Which was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Harrison presented the claims of John S. Martin; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 


Mr. Van Ness, at his request, was granted leave of absence 
until Monday next. : 


Mr Blow presented the petition of Mark B. Lewis, asking 
relief ; 


Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac 
counts. z 


The committee on finance, to which had been referred a bill 
repealit:g and altering the several acts to raise a public revenue 
by Impact duties, and for other purposes; 
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Reported the bill back to the Honse and requested that it 
might be laid on the table until they can make a final report on 
that and other subjects generally connected with finance. 
HENRY SMITH, Chairn. 


Mr. Harrison moved that the report be laid on the table, and 
that the bill be referred to a select committee; 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood as 
follows ; ao : 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, 
Kasworth, Gngsby, Harrison,Huling, Houston, Johs, Lann, 
Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Parker, Roberts, Shaw, 
Smith of M., Thatcher, Usher and Wright—23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Siow, Caldwell, Coles, Hill, Haynie, Me- 
nard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of B., Thomas and 
Willlamson— 12. : 

Carried. oy 
Whereupon, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Harrison, Bar- 


nett, Lann, Williamson, Haling, Grigsby and Murchison, said 
select committee. ° 


The committee on finance, to whieh was referred a bill ap- 
propriating the revenue of certain counties arising from direct 
taxation for the protection of the same: 
Reported’ back to the House as inexpedient, and beg leave to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the same. 
i Also, a joint resolutioun for the sale of lots inthe city of Cal- 
oun: ` - 

Reported the same to the House with an amendment, and re- 
commended its passage. 

Also, a bill to limit the issue and circulation of the promissory 
notes of the Government: 
Reported that they will take a‘proper consideration of the 
subject matt: r of the bill ın a general report. 
Also, a joint resolution for the relief of John Belden; 
Reported the s:me back to the House with an amendment, 
and recommended its passage, 


HENRY SMITH, Chaira. 


Which reports were received and bills laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. : 
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The committee on the state of the Republic, to which was 
referred a bill to regulate public sales: 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. WM. MENEFEE, Chairn, 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day, 


The select committee to whom was referred a bill for there 
lief of Thomas G. Gordon: 
Reported the same back to the House with an amendment, 
and recommended its passage. 
WM. MENEFEE, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 


up among the orders of the day. 


The engrossing committee made the following report: 

* llouss or REPRESENTATIVES, 

December 17, 1840. 

The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined 

A joint resolution for the relief of Edward West: and 

A bill providing the mode of appointing wreck masters, and 
prescribing their duties: 
~ And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B.. RULING, Chairn. 
Which report was adopted. 
The cominittee on enrolled bills made the following report: 


ComvirTEeE Room, 
i Dee. 17, 1840. 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined a bill to di- 
vide the county of Red River, and create and establish the 
counties of Bowie and L.amar:: - 

And find-the same correctly enrolled, the same having-been 
sizned by the Speaker of the House ot Representatives and Pre- 
sident of the Senate, was this day presented to the President for 
his approval. 

A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 

Report was adopted. 
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Mr. Harrison, by leave, introduced a joint resolution autho- 
nang and requiring the Secretary of State to self or to rent, 
ublic offices unoccupied, ; 

Read first time. f 


The seleet committee to whom was referred the petition of 
David Thomas, 
Reported by a bill for his relief. 
S. G. HAY NIE, Chairn. 


Report receiyed, and 

Bill read first time. 

Mr. Smith of B., by leave, introduced a bill to make provi- 
‘sions forthe Vice President, while performing the duties of Pre- 
sident. : 

Read first time. 

Mr. Smith, of M., offered the following resolutic n ; 

Resolved, ‘That when this House adjourns, it shall be from 
tvo o'clock to three, and from five and a half till seven o'clock 
in the afternoon of each day, and to ten o’clock the day follow - 
ing, until differently ordered by this House. 

Read and laid on the table one day for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the vote was reconsidered on the 
vote refusing the reconsideration of the vote on the adoption of 
aresolution offered by Mr. Van Ness, to hold but one session 
per day, and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the vote was reconsidered on 
the adoption of the resolution, and | 

Resolution rejected. 

On motionot Mr. Williamson, a resolution offered by himself, 
on adjournment, ete., was taken up, 

Read and laid on the table. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following resolution : 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, that the door 
keeper of this House be, and he is hereby required to place a 
sentinel at the gate of the stockade encompassing the capitol, in 
order to prevent members from leaving the same; and further, 
that members be allowed to walk in the yard, without having 
first obtained leave of the House: Provided, that lobby members 
be allowed to go and come ‘ad libitum? 

Read first time. 
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Mr. Miller then moved its rejection. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 
Bell, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huliug, Hil 
Houston, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Menard, Milley 
Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of M., Usher, 
Wright and Williamson—28. as 

NAYS—Messrs. Caldwell, Haigler, Johns, Menefee, May- 
field, Porter, Thomas and ‘Thatch-er—8s. 

Resolution rejecied, 

Mr. Parker asked to be excused from voting. 

‘The question being put, the House refused to excuse him, 


On motion of Mr. Porter, a bill for the relief of J. Snively, was 
taken up, and 


Read second time. 

Mr. Murchison moved its indefinite postponement. 

Lost. & 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, it was laid on the table. 
The following communication from the Treasury Depatt- 


ment, was read: 
\ 


} 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec, 17, 1840. 


To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

Sir—tIn accordance with the third section of the act defining 
the duties of the office of Treasury Department, I have the 
honor to transmit, herewith, the annual report of delinquents of 
the first and second Auditors. 

Respec fully, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 
WM. SEVEY, 
Act’g Sec’y Treasury. 

And the accompanying reports of the first and second Audi- 
tors, were, on motion, : 

Refe.red to the finance committee. 

‘The following communication from his Excellency the Pre- 
sident, to the first Auditor, was read. 


AUSTIN, December 14, 1849. 
Charles Mason,‘ Esq. : 


Sir,—In answer toa call from the last Congress, for infor- 
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ution respecting the million loan, 1 suggested to that Honor- 
rable body the propriety of allowing Maj. Reily, the agent ap- 

inted to sell the bonds, some compensation for his services, 
mougli at least to cover his expenses; although he had failed 
his negotiations. Inthe settlement of his accounts with the 
Treasury Department, he left an amount unpaid equal to the 
spropriation which it was supposed Congress would:make in 
his favor, whieh whem made, was to be applied to the closing 
of his account, 

Under the full expectation that something would be allowed 
him, he departed for Houston before any aclion was taken 
upon my suggestion. 

Congress, however, adjourned without doing any thing in 
his favor, and the unpaid balance of his account remaineal 
against him; and I think it was several months before he was 
notified that it had not been.settled in the manner expected.— 
As well as 1 remember, it was in this way that he became | 
charged on your books as a defaulter. I write, however, from a 
recollection not entirely full and distinct. 

Yours, &c., 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


After which, was read, the answer of the First Auditor to the 
above communication, to his Excellency, the President. 
The following communication from the State Department 
was then read: -` x 
STATE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec. 17, 1840. t 
Tothe Hon. D. S. KAUFMAN, ‘ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
- Sir—In accordance with a resolution of the Hon. the House 
of Representatives of the 16th instant, | have the honor to in- 
form the Hon. House of Representatives, that the term of service 
ofthe Chief Justices in the counties of Matagorda, Shelby and 
San Patricio, expired on the 15th instant. 
There has no vacancies occurred since the communication 
fom this Department of the 9th November, ultimo. 
With great respect, 
I have the honor to be, 
x Your obedient servant, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB. 
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On motion of Mr. Houston, the House adjourned until thres 
quarters past two o’cloek, p. m, 


THREE QUARTERS PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum. present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, a bill concerning mail routes, ete., 
and postage, was taken up, and l 

Read first time. 
_ 'The following communication was received from his Excel- 
lency, the President, and read. 


KxrcuTisE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec. 16; 1840. 
To the Honorable Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 

Gentlemen—The devolution of the Executive duties upon 
me at this interesting juncture, isan event which Į could not 
covet, but which every feeling of patriotism forbids me to depre- 
cate. A dispensation ef Providence which no man can gain- 
say, has caused the absence of the President eleet, and imposed 
upon me the solemn obligations and the high responsibilities 
lately incumbent on him, and I ean only regret that they have 
not fallen upon one whose abilities are more commensurate 
with his zeal for the public good. 

The intelligence received last evening from the west, is of 
an exciting nature, and I doubt not that the Congress of ‘Texas 
will be animated and cheered with the prospects of a speedy de- 
termination, by the sword, of our protracted controversy with 
Mexico. We have too long slumbered in inactivity; it is time 
to resuscifate our energies, and to convince the world that our 
declaration of independence was the pronouncement of a brave 
people, who were determined to sustain and perfect it. For 
this purpnse, an effort is now necessary, and who can limit the 
united efforts of a brave and intelligent people ? 

Mexico is again marshalling her forces for the invasion of 
Texas. The crisis is propitious, and Texas should avail her- 
self of all its advantages. We have sought reconciliation by 
pacific overtures—we have exhibited to our enemy many in- 
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stances of magnanimity and forbearance, but they have been as 
‘pearls~cast to swine.’ Our overtures have been rejected—our 
punctilious observance of all the rales of national faith and of 
humanity, have been contemned—and another invasion of our 
‘soil is threatened. Be it so—it is better now than hereafter— 
jor if the sword must decide the controversy, let the decision be 
prompt and final. But let us not forget that a resort to the 
sword cancels all previous pledges, and opens the way to a new 
adjustment. ‘Texas proper, is bounded by the Rio Grande— 
Texas, as defined by the sword, may comprehend the Sierra 
del Madre. Let the sword do its proper work. 

I transmit to the Congress a project submitted to me by 
Major General Felix Huston, and cordially recommend its 
adoption. More positive information than we are now posses- 
sed of, inay be confidently expected in a few days; and should 
theindicationsof an immediate attack upon our exposed western 
frontier, be less marked and portentious, it will be easy to coun- 
termand the order for the marching of the militia. It is better 
to be ready always, than to be surprised once. Inertness may 
cause a partial discomfiture,—vigilance is safety. 

I submit to the wisdom of Congress to make such appropria- 
tions and other dispositions, as, in their opinion, the emergency 
requires, and will, with great alacrity, concur in carrying them 
into effect. ; 

DAVID G. BURNET. 


Accompanyiug the above communication from his Excellen- 
cy, was the following from the Major General of ‘Texas militia, 
which was also read. 


Austin, Dec. 16th, 1840. 
To his Excellency David G. Burnet, 
mee President of the Republic of Texas. 

Sir—I have the honor to present to your Excellency, the plan 
of operations I propose under existing circumstances: 

Ist. One regiment to be drafted from each brigade, to serve 
for six months, if not sooner discharged; that from the first bri- 
gade to be called into immediate service, to rendezvous as soon 
as practicable at Gonzales, the other to be ready for immediate 
action, as soon as called on. 

2d. D officer to be appointed to take into service as many 
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men as can be enrolled at Victoria, and west thereof, to serve 
six months. For this command, I would recommend J. W. 
Jórdan, with the rank of Major. The men so enrolled, to select 
their own officers, to serve under Major Jordan. l 
3d. A volunteer company of Artillery, to be enrolled under 
such officers as the President may appoint, to rendezvous at 
Gonzales as soon as practicable, to serve for twelve months, 
unless sooner discharged. 
i have the honor to be, - 
“With high esteem, 
‘Your most ob’t and humble serv’t, 
FELIX HUSTON, 
Major Gen. T'exas Militia. 


On motion of Mr. Miller, the two communications copied 
above, were referred to the joint select committee, who have 
already under consideration, subjects connected with the sub- 
ject ma‘ter of the communications. i 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a joint resolution foc the 
relief of Capt. Lewis Sanches. 

Read ficst time, and : 

Ox motion, rule suspended, and resolution 

Read second time, and 

Reterred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Miller, by leave, offered the following resolutions: 

Resoived, Tat the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of requiring the Judges of the 
district courts to alternate and interchange in the peiformance 
of their duties in the several districts of the Republic. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be required to furnish 
to this House, a copy of such correspondence and instructions 
as may have heretofore been had or given to the different 
agents of this government, appomted to run the line between 
this government and the United States: Provided, the Secre- 
tary shall not be required to furnish'a copy of any correspond- 
ence which may have heretotore been furnished to this House 
by any previons resolution. 

Read, and laid on the table, one day for consideration. 

In accordance with a resolution of a previous day, the House 
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now proceeded to the election of Chief Justices of counties, to 
fill vacancies, 

A message. from the Senate, informing the House that they 
were now ready to receive from the House any nominations for 
Chief Justices of counties, which they might make. 

The House then proceeded to make nominations: 


Mr. Lann nominated Mathew Talbot for Matagorda county. 
s 


Haigler do John Delap ee do do 
“ Roberts do A. Lewellin “ Shelhy do 
“« Bell do Joseph Mason * do do 
“ Haigler do Wm. Thompson “ San Patricio do 
s Ensworth do Wm. L. Hunter “ Goliad do 
“« Wright do Thos. H. Pogue “ Victoria do 
“ Caldwell do Greenleaf Fisk “ Bastrop do 
« Thatcher do R.S. Neal Refugio do 


© SmithofM.do H. McGuffin & Montgomery do 


- Northern Division 
«a t Y 
Arnett do J. F. Patrick of Liberty county. 


“ Grigsby do J.C. Lawhon «“ Jefferson do 


« Hagler do OD. J. O. Millard “ do do 
“ Latimer do J. A. Rutherford * Lamar do 
“ Porter $do Wm. M. Crisp “ do do 
* Johns do John Š. Peters =“ Bowie » do 
« ee (do Wm. P. Wyche « Sabine do 
“ Harrison do jah Gossett “ Houston do 
« Blow do J. L. Simpson “* Bexar do 
“ Houston do A.M. Davis “ San Augustinedo 
“ Thomas do J. H. Munny « Austin do 
« Coles do D. J. Toller « Washington do 


“ Murchison do H.W.Easton “& Fayette do 


The Clerk was then instructed to inform the Senate of the 
nominations made by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, all of the nominations made for coun- 
tes where a vacancy has not been reported by the Secretary of 
State, except the counties of Bowie and Lamar, were laid on 
the table; 

And Clerk instructed to inform the Senate of the same. 
eects was now taken on the adoption of yesterday's 
journal, 
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Was earried, and journal adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Haigler, the appeal from the decision of 
the Chair on the 45th rule of the House,made by Mr. Van Ness, 
and which had been laid on the table; 

Was taken up. 

The question was then taken, is the Chair out of order in its 
decision; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus:— 

AY ES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, 
Menefee, Mayfield, Porter, Thomas and Van Zandt—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Bell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Latimer, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, 
Roberts, Shaw, Smith, of M., Thatcher Usher Wright and 
Williamson—26. 

The Chair was sustained in its decision. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rule was suspended that 
prohibits a new rule of the House being read twice on the same 
day: 

And on motion, the two resolutions offered in the morning, 
having reference to the 45th standing rule of the House, 

Were taken up, and read, 

‘The question was taken, the substitute was rejected. 

Mr. Hill moved that the original resolution be laid on the 
table. ` 
Lost. 

The question then was taken, it was adopted. 
The following message was received from the Senate, 


ORNATE CHAMBER, 
Dec. 17, 1840. 
To the Hon. D. S. KAUFMAN; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Sir,—I am instructed by the Hon., the Senate, to inform the 
House of its nominations for Chief Justices for the several 
counties of this Republic, viz: 


Austin county, J. H. Money. 
Colorado do —— Walker. 
Bastrop do —— Fisk. 

Gonzales do Bellinger. 
Jackson do James Murry Brown, 
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Nacogdoches county Judge Hart. ont 
Red River do A. J. Fowler. 

Bowie do James Smith. 

Sabine do . Joel. — 

San Augustine do A. M. Davis. 


JNO. D. McLEOD, 
Sec’ry Senate, 


A committee of three appeared from the Senate, and request- 

ed the House to take no further action on the election of Chief 
, Justices of counties, until eleven o’clock, to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the House concurred in the re- 
quest of the Senate. 

And the Chair appointed Messrs. Harrison and Pillsbury a 
committee to wait on the Senate and inform them of the same. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the house adjourn until ten 
o'clock, to-morrow morning, l 


Farpay, Dec. 18th, 1840. 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : , 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Bell, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 


Shaw, Smıth of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, and 
right. 


A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal ofthe preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message from the Senate, informing the House of the pas- 
kage of a bill to provide for the navigation of the Gaudalupe 
river: 


Also, a bill concerning divorce and alimony, with an amend- 
ment: and 
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Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Sarah Alway. 

Mr. Thatcher presented the petition of sundry citizens of Re. 
fugio county praying for the passage of a law to give the coun. 
ty court of Refugio county jurisdiction in civil suits in less 
amounts than five hundred dollars, and in all criminal offences 
not capital, &e.: 

Which was referred to the judiciary committee. 

Mr. wright presented the petition of W. H. Mosher, praying 
for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts, 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution for the relief of R. J. Woodward, 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 


passage. 
WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


The committee on the state of the Repnblic, to whom had 
been referred a bill to authorize B. F. Smith fo emancipate cer- 
tain slaves, 

- Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. 
WAL MENEFER, Chairn. 


W hich report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 


The commitiee on roads and bridges, to whom was referred 
a bill to repeal a certain part of an act to locate a road from 
Washington to the Sabine river, 
Reported the same back to the House, and fecotanneaded its 
passage. 
J. P. COLES, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 
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The committee on claims and accounts, to whom had: been 
erred the petition of J. F. Henderson; 
Also, the petition of Willis Roberts, asking relief; 
Also, the petition of A. Ewing, praying for relief; 
Also, the petition of Sidney 8. Callender, praying for relief; 
Also, the petition of W. W. Bell, praying for relief; 

iso, the petition of Sami Brooks, asking for relief; 
Reported unfavorable to the prayers of the petitioners, 
‘Which reports were adopted. 
Also, the petition of ‘Thomas, praying for relief; 
And the petition of Leonard Williams, asking relief, 


Reported unfavorable to the prayers of the petitioners, 
USHER, Chaira. 


Which reports were, on motion, laid on the table. 
The committee on enrolled bills made the following report: 


COMMITTEE ROOM, 

! Dee. 18, 1840. } 
The committee on enrolled bills, have examined a bill en- 
dled an act concerning the powers of Chief Justices of county 
courts : 

And find the same correctly enrolled, the same having been 
imed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the 
President of the Senate, was this day presented to the President 


lor his consideration. 
A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Report was adopted. 
The select committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Thomas D. Allen, 
Reported by a joint resolution for his relief. l 
WRIGHT, Chairn. 


Report received fand f ; 

Resolution read first time. 

The select committee to whom,was referred the petition of 
Samuel Jones and Hugh McKean, ' 

Reported by a joint resolution authorizing and requiring the 
Commissioner of the general land office, to issue patents to Sam/’L 
Jones and Hugh McKean,’ 


a 
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Report received and resolution read first time. 
A joint select committee of the Senate and House of Repre. 
sentatives, made the following report: 


Vhe joint committee of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, to whom was referred the message of his Excellency the 
President, upon the subject of our present relations with Mex. 
co, together with the accompanying documents, having had 
the same under consideration, beg leave to report: That your 
committee entirely agree, and most heartily concur with the 
views of the Executive, as to the urgent and present necessity 
of placing the frontier of the Republic most exposed to Mexican 
invasion, in the best possible condition of defence. Your com- 
mittee are satisfied that the aspect of affairs upon our western 
frontier, portends an attempt on the part of Mexico, to harrass 
us with another effort at regaining that, which is, to her, forever 
and irretrievably lost. i ` 

The alarm of the citizens of that border, which daily reaches 
our ears, your committee consider well founded, and in every 
way worthy of the serious consideration of the assembled wis- 
dom and power of the Republic; their protection from the 1n- 
juries and insult which would result from a combined force of 
Mexicans and Indians poured down upon them, in predatory 
wartare, is the duty, and should be the glory and pride of the 
whole Republic. Nota sword in any part of our common coun- 
try, but should leap from its scabbard to repel the polluting 
footstep of a foe, whose former incursion was marked by a se- 
ries of violations of all the rules of honorable warfare; nota 
rifle but should level its ready and deadly aim, to vindicate the 
possession of that soil which our victories have won—which by 
our valor we are determined to maintain—and to which, not- 
withstanding the sullen refusal of our enemies, by the acknow- 
ledgment of the principal naticns of the earth, we are entitled. 
In the eyes of your committee, the fruitlessness of an attempt on 
the part of Mexico, to throw any permanent obstacle in the way 
of our onward march to the fulfilment of those high destinies 
which are set apart for all free and enlightened nations, adds 
fuel to the fire of indignation, that such an attempt must kindle. 
For the last four years, continually menanced invasion has en- 
tailed upon the Republic all the evils of actual war, without 
affording the opportunity which our national valor has always 
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improved, of reaping a full harvest of glory from every battle 
feld. ‘Ihe injury to our interests which this state of things 
has produced, is only surpassed by the indignity which it offers 
to our national honor. Time must show haw long this Re- 
public will suffer its best energies, its most active enterprise, to 
be weighed down by the sullen inaction of a nation, too impo~ 
tent to conquer, with malice enough to harrass, and without 
sufficient generosity to acknowledge an independence which it 
cannot momentarily check, much less finally fiustrate. Your 
committee, in furtherance of the views of the Executive, and 
in order to carry out the opinions of this report; beg leave to 
offer the following resolutions, which they recommend fer 


your adoption, fi 
WM. H. DAINGERFIELD, 
Chairn Com. of Senate. 
WILLIAM N. PORTER, 
Chairman Com. House of Rep’s. 


Which report was received, and resolutions read frst time. 


The select committee, to whom was referred a bill to autho- 
tize the Commissioner of the general land office to commence 
the issuing of patents, and for other purposes, 

Reported by asubstitute for the same. 

WM. MENEFRE, Chair'n. 


Report received, and 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the substitute was read. , 

Mr. Williamson moved that the original and substitute b 
laid on the table. Lost, : p 

The question then being taken, the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Wright offered the following amendment: 

Strike out ‘the promissory notes of the government,’ and in- 
sert ‘gold and silver, 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the bill was made the special or- 
der of the day for Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, a bill concerning post routes and 
postage, was taken up, and 

Read second time, and : 

Referred to the select committee who have already under 
consideration bills, etc., on the same subject. 

31 - 
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The following communication from the State department, 
was read: 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
: Austin, Dec. 18, 1840. 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

Sir—On the Lith February, 1839, William P. Wyche was 
appointed Chief Justice of the county of Sabine, by the Presi- 
dent, during the recess. ‘This appointment was reported to the 
President, at the meeting of last Congress, by this department, 
Whether it was repoited to Congress or not, J am not able to 
say, itis possible that it may have been accidentally omitted 
by the Private Secretary of his Excellency, in copying the re- 
port from this department; this, however, can be ascertained 
by reference to the documents accompanying the Presidents 
message to last Congress. 

No action svas, however, taken by Congress; the office is 
conceived, therefore, to be vacant. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 


ABNER 8. LIPSCOMB. 


l 


On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a committee consisting of Messrs. 
Reily, Miller and Lann, were appointed to wait on the Senate, 
and inform them that the House was ready to proceed with the 
election of Chief Justices, 

On motion of Mr. Barnett, the nomination made by him on 
yesterday, for Chief Justice for Sabine county, was taken up. 

The question being pnt to the House, Mr. Barnett had leave, 
and withdrew the nomination. 

Mr. Rogers nominated Mr. Bailey English, for Chief Justice 
for Fannin county. 

A committee appeared from the Senate, and informed the 
House that the Senate were prepared to proceed with the elec- 
tion of Chief Justices of counties; but only for such counties as 
had been reported with vacancies, by the Secretary of State. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, a committee consisting of Messts. 
Mayfield, Huling and Murchison, were appointed to wait of 
the Senate, and inform them of the concurrence of the House 
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in the request of the Senate, in all excepting the two new coun- 
ues of Lamar and Bowie, and the county of Faunin. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the eighteenth joint rule was 
suspended, aud a committee consisting of Megsrs. Harrison, 
Haynie and Coles, were appointed to wait upon the Senate and 
inform the Sanate of the same, and to invite them into the hall 
of Representatives, for the purpose of electing Chief Justices for 
counties. 

Mr. Thatcher, by leave, nominated H. L. Kenney, for San 
Patricio county. 

The following communication from his Excellency the Pre- 
sident, was received by the hands of his private Secretary, Wm. 
H, Sandusky: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec. 17, 1840. 
To the Honorable Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 


Gentlemen—I have the honor to transmit copies of a com- 
munication just received from the War department, conveying 
a statement from the Colonel of Orduance : 

it ts obviously important that the ‘field battery’ should be 
removed to a depot where it can be properly taken care of, and 
from whence it can be most conveniently brought into service, 
ifrequired without delay. ‘Phese valuable field pieces must be 
suffering continual deterioration, while exposed to the humid 
atmosphere of Galveston. The small arms .and the powder, 

. which Tam advised is contained in canvassed kegs, are also 
lable to serious damage from the same cause. I respectfully 
suggest to Congress the propriety of making an appropriation 
for the specific purpose of transporting these articles to their 
proper depot. I, also, request the attention of the Representa- 
tives of the people, to that portion of the communication which 
relates to the ‘battery’ at Galveston island. The vital import- 
ance of that point nf access to our country, needs no comment. 
The propriety of speedily repairing the battery, and thus pre- 
venting its further delapidation, is respectfully submitted. 

DAVID G. BURNET. 


€ 


Which communication was read, and, on motion, was refer- 
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red, together with the accompanying documents, to the military 
committee. 

A committee from the Senate appeared, and informed the 
House of their concurrence in the request of the Hause to go 
into an election for Chief Justices for Lamar, Bowie and 
Fannin counties, and that the Senate refused to suspend the 
eighteenth joint rule of the two Houses. 

The House proceeded to the election of Chief Justices for 
counties, 

After which, the Speaker announced that 


Matthew Talbot, for Matagorda county, received 35 votes, 


John Lewellen, do, Shelby do. do. 13 do. 
Joseph Mason, do. do. “do. do. 22 do. 
Wm. ‘Phompson, do. San Patricio do. do. 15 do. 
H. L. Kenney, do. do. do. do. 20 do. 
Wm. L. Hunter, do. Goliad do. do. 35 do. 
Thos. H. Pogue, do. Victoria do. do. 34 do. 
Greenleaf Fisk, do. Bastrop ` do. do. 35 do, 
R. F. Neal, do. Refugio ` do. do, 35 do. 


Hugh McGuffen, do. Montgomery do. do. 35 do. 
J. T. Patrick, do. N. D. Liberty do. do. 35 do, 
J. C. Lawhon, do. Jefferson do. do. 19 do. 


D. J. O. Millard, do. do, do. do. 14 do. 
Bailey English, do. Fannin do. do. 33 do, 
J. A. Rutherford, do, Lamar do. do, 24 do. 
Wm. M. Crisp, do. do. do. do. 9 do, 
J. S. Peters, do. Bowie do. do, 14 do. 
J. N. Smith, do. do. do. do. 22 do. 
“Joel, do. Sabine do. do. 36 do. 


The following communication was received from the Senate, 
with the result of the election in that body: 


Senate CHAMBER, Dec. 18, 1841. 
To the Hon. D. S. KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Sir—The resnit in the Senate for the election of Chief Jus- 
tices of the various counties, as reported vacant by the Secretary 
of State, is as follows, viz: i 
Goliad, Wm, L. Hunter, 11 votes, unanimous, 
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Victoria, Thos. Ti. Pogue, 11 votes, (unanimous.) 
Jefferson, J. ©. Lawhon, 1 do. 


do. D. J. O. Millard, eA do. 
Bastrop, -G. Fisk, do. ` do. 
Liberty N.D., J. T. Patrick, T do. do. 
Bowie, Jas. Smith, 9 do. 

do. J. S. Peters, 3 do. 
Sabine, Joel, 1i do. do. 
Shelby, J. Mason, 8 do. 

do. A. Lewellen, 2 do. 
San Patricie, IH. L. Kenney, ll do. do. 
Matagorda, M. Talbot, il do. do. 
Fannin, B. Inglish, 11 do. do. 
Montgomery, H. McGuffin, 11 do. do. 
Refugio, R. F. Neil,’ 11 do. do. 
Lamar, J. A. Rutherford, A do. 

do. W.M. Crisp, do. 

Recpectfullly, 


ANSON JONES, 
Pres’t pro tem. ofthe Senate. > 
Attest—Jwo. D. McLeon, 
Sev’y Senate. 


Upon adding the votes of both Houses together, it was found 
that ; 


Mathew Talbot, for Matagorda county, reeeived 46 votes. 


Joseph Mason, do Shelby da do 30 do 
John Lewellen, do do do do 15 do 
Wm. Thompson, do San Patricio do do 15 do 
H. L. Kenney, do do do do 31 do 
W.L.Wunter, do Goliad do do 46 do 
Thos. H. Pogue, do Victoria do do 45 dọ 
Greenleaf Fisk, do Bastrop do da 46 do 
R. F. Neil, do Refugio do do 46 do 
Hugh McGuffin, da Montgomery do do 45 do 
J.T. Patrick, do N. D. Liberty do do 46 - do 
D. J. O. Millard, do Jefferson do do 24 do 
J. ©. Lawhon, ‘do do . do do 20 do 
Baley English, do Fannin do do 44 = do 


Wm. a Crisp do Lamar do do 13 de 
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J. A. Rutherford, for Lamar county, received 31. votes, 
J. S. Peters, do Bowie do do 147 do 
J. N. Smith, do do do do 3L do 
-— Joel, do Sabine do do 47 do 


Whereupon the Speaker announced to the House, that the 
following persons were duly and constitutionally eleeted, as 
Chief Justices : 


Matthew Ta'bot, for Matagorda county, 


oseph Mason, do Shelby do 
H. L. Kenny, do San Patricio do 
W. L. Hunter, do Goliad do 
Thos. H. Pogue, do Victoria do 
Greenleaf Fisk, də Bastrop do 
R. F. Neil, do Refugio do 


Hugh McGuffin, do Montgomery do 
J. T. Patrick, do N.D. Liberty do 
D. J. O. Mullard, do Jefferson - do 


Bailey English, do Fannin - do 
J. A. Ruthe:ford, do Lamar do 
J. N. Smith, do Bowie co - 
—— Joel, do Sabine do 


Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a bill to revive an act, en- 
titled an act to exempt certain property therein named, from 
execution, approved January 26, 1839. 

Whieh was read first time. 

Mr. Roberts, by leave, offered the followong resolution: 

Resolved, That a special committtee be appointed to call at 
the printing offices in this city, and to ascertain whether papet 
and other mate:ials can be furnished for the printing of the 
laws and journals, within sixty or ninety days from the time 
copy shall be furnished from the State Department, and report 
the same. 

Adopted. 


Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Roberts, Augus- 


tin, Huling, Mayfield, Miller and Thatcher, said select com- 
mittee. 

_ Mr. Hill moved that two hundred copies of the communica- 
tion from his Nxcelicucy on yesterday, togetbe1 wb {pa plan 
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proposed by Maj. Gen. Felix Huston, and the report of the joint 
select committee on the same, be printed. 

Mr. Miller moved to stnke out ‘two hundred,’ and insert 
‘five hundred.’ 

Lost, 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, Mr. Hill’s motion was laid on 
the fable. - 

Mr. Bell, at his request, was granted leave of absence. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, offered the tollowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of State be requested to eom- 
municate, forthwith, to the House,the Judicial District in which 
the office of District Judge is now vacant. 

Read, and laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution: 

resolved, That, with the consent of the tenate, the two 

Houses will, on Monday the 21st instant, go iuto the election 
of Chief Justices in each cf the counties where vacancies exist, 
or will occur previous to the next session of Congress, withont 
regard to the communication of the Secretary of State upon 
that subject. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt; the resolution was laid on the 
fable for the present. l 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the House adjourned until seven 
o'clock, p, ui. i 


* 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, a quorum present, 

The House proceeded to the business on the Speaker's ta- 
ble, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Edward West; 

Read third time and passed, 

A bill providing the mode of appointing wreck masters, and 
prescribing their duties; 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill concerning divorce and alimony, was taken up; 

The qnestion*was ta'en on the adoption of the following 
amendments maue by the Serate, viz: . 
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Jn Ist section strike out ‘idiotcy and lunacy. 

Inthe 5th section strike out ‘the complainant, and inser 
‘either party;’ and strike out all of the section after the word 
‘again,’ in the sixth line; - 

Was carried, and amendments adopted. 

'The question then was taken on the following, viz: 

Strike out the ‘third section,’ aud also, the ‘eleventh section;’ 

Was lost, and amendments rejected. 

A bill to abolish certain offices therein named, and to fix the 
naval establisliment of the Republic, was taken up; i 

And on motien, was la.d on the table. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Sarah Alway; 

Read first time. 

A bill defining more particularly the boundaries of the coun- 
ty of Jackson; i 

Was read second time. 

Mr. Miller moved it be referred to the committtee on county 
bouudaries; Lost. 

Mr. Wright moved it be referred to a select committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Blow, Miller, Ensworth and Thatcher; 

Lost. 

Mr. Wright offered the following amendment: 

Insert after the words ‘Rents league, the word ‘ Carraca 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and stood 
as follows: 

AY ES—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Ensworth, Hill, Johns, Lann, 
Murchison, Mayfield, Parker, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith, of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, and 
Wright —i8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Coles, Iarrison, Huling, 
Haynie, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Usher and William- 
son—ll. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Usher moved that the bill be laid on the table; 

Lost. i 

‘The qnestioh was then taken,—the House refused to engross 
the bill, and it was rejected. 

On moion of Mr. ASurchison, a substitute offered by the 
committee on education for a bill supplementary to an act to 
establish and incorporate Rutersviile College, “approved Feb. 
5th, 1840, was taken up; 
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The question was taken on its adoption, 

Was lost, and substitute rejected, ~ 

Mr. Murchison, by leave, offered a substitute for the original; 

Which was read,— 

The question was taken on its adaption; 

The.ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Hay- 
nie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Smith of M, Thomas,Thatch- 
et, Usher, Wright and Williamson—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Huling, Hill, Houston, 
Johns, Parker, Rogers, and Shaw—49, 

Carried, and substitute adopted, 

Mr. Menefee offered the following amendment: 

Strike out ‘Circuit,’ and insert ¢ District.’ 

Adopted. 

The question then was taken,—the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed, 

Mr. Thomas, by leave, introduced a bill to regulate weights 
and measures throughout this Republic; 

Read first time. 

A substitute for a joint resolution for the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Government agents, offered by the committee on the 
state of the Republic; 

Was read and adopted. And 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, was laid on the table. 

The select committee on post offices and post roads, to whom 
was referred a bill concerning mail routes and postage: 

Reported by a substitute for the same. 

W. D. MILLER, One of the com. 


Report and substitute read, and ,adopted. 

Mr. Haynie moved a reconsideration of the vote on the 
adoption of the substitute. 

Lost. 

a Usher moved that the bill be laid on the table. 

ost. 

Mr. Usher moved the House adjourn until ten o’clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

Lost, 
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Mr, Harrison offered the following amendmont: 

İnsert! from Alabama to Fort Houston, via Bennett’s Fort. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following amendment: 

Strike ont the ronte from ‘ Austin to San Antonio, via- Gon. 
zales and Lagrange, and from Gonzales to Victoria;’? and fur- 
ther the route from Lagrange to Gonzales, be se amended as to 
read ‘ from Lagrange to Bexar, via Gonzales and Lagrange. 

` Rejected. ; 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

Insert ‘fram Nashville to Independence, via Tenoxtitlan, 
San Antonio Prairie, Gragg’s Post Office and Mound Prairie? 

Adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following T 

After the word * Franklin,’ in 14th line, last page of bill, in- 
sert ‘Duann’s Post Office.’ 

Adopted. 


Mr. Blow offered the following amendment: 

Resolved, That the bill be so ‘amended as to read ¢ from Aus: 
tin to Bexar, via San Marcus Spring, and Seguin to—anda 
branch from Seguin to Gonzales, Victoria, PLC.; and that the 
route from Lagrange to Gonzales be so amended as to read 
- ‘from Lagrange to San Antonio, via Gonzales and Seguin,’ 

Mr. Murchison moved to adjourn until ten o’clock, to-mor- 
row morning; 

Lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until nine o’clock, te- 
morrow morning. 

Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Usher, the roll was called, 

Mr. Haynie moved to House adjourn until ten o’clock, to- 
morrow morning; 

Lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until half past eight 
o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Lost. 


On motion of Mr Menefee, the vote was reconsidered on the 
last question to adjourn. 


Mr. Blow then moved the House adjourn until ten o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 


~” 
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Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus: 

AYES—Messts. Caldwell, Coles, Hill, Houston, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Menefee, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, Reily, 
Thomas, Usher and Williamson—15. i i 
NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Harrison, Haling, 
Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Slaw Smith of 
M., Thatcher and Wright—14. 

Carried; 

And the House adjourned until ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


` Sarurpay, December 19, 1840. 


- The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll was called, and the following members answered te 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Lati- 
mer,; Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Parker, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Montgomery, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; f 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 

| House of the passage of a bill granting to the heirs of Jesse 
| Thompson one league of land: ` 
| _ Also, the passage of a bill to incorporate the Harrisburg Rail 
| Road and Trading Company: 
Also, the passoye, with amendments, of a bill to repeal- and 
| amend certain parts or portions of an act concerning executions: 
And of the indefinite postponement of a bill to authorize B. 
| Manlove to emancipate certain slaves. 


| The committee on public lands, to which was referred a bill 
to provide for the investigation of escheated or forfeited lands: 
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Reported the same back to the House without amendment, 


and recommended its passage. 
WM. N. PORTER, Chairman: 


“- 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Haynie, by leave, presented the petition of sundry mem- 
bers of the Masonic Lodge of the Republic of Texas, praying 
for a donation lot in the city of Austin, to erect a Lodge thereon; 

Which was referred to a sslect committee, consisting of 


‘ Messrs. Haynie, Porter, Murchison, Thatcher, Van Zandt and 


Miller. 

Mr. Coles, by leave presented the petition of Thomas §, 
Smith, praying for relief ; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 


The committee on roads and bridges, to which had been re- 
ferred a bill to amend an act organizing justices courts, and de- 
fining the powers and jurisdiction of the same: 

Reported by a substitute, and recommended its adoption, 
JNO. P. COLES, Chairn. 


r 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
this Republic, praying Congress to exempt the vested rights of 
B. R. Milam from the provisions of a certain bill, which has 
already passed the Senate; 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Williamson, Usher, Menefee, Porter and Shaw. 


A majority of the select committee, to which was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire at the printing offices in 
the city of Austin, and ascertain whether the proper materials 
for the printing of the laws and journals, within sixty or ninety 
days from ihe time copy shali be furnished from the State De- 
partment: . 

Reported that they had performed their duty, and ascertained 
that the ‘ Gazette Office’ is supplied with all the matereals ne. 
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cessary to execute the public printing in a proper manner, and 


with all requisite despatch, etc. etc. 
M. F. ROBERTS, Chair’n. 


A minority of said committee 
Reported that the Centinel Office, Mr. J. W.Cruger is also am- 
ply prepared to execute the printing in a neatand workmanlike 
manner; and that he can be furnished with paper and materials 
for the printing of the laws and journals, and execute the work 
by the time contemplated in the resolution, etc. etc. 
JAS. S. MAYFIELD, 
THOS. THATCHER. 


Which reports were, on motion, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a resolution, offered by himself, 
calling on the Secretary of State for information, was taken up; 

Read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, a resolution, offered by himself, call- 
ingon the Secretary of State for information, was taken up; 

Read and adopted.. 

A resolution requiring the sergeant-at-arms to obtain a map of 
the Republic, and hang in the hall of Representatives, was 
taken up; l 

Read, and indefinitely postponed. - 

A resolution requiring members when voting on questions, to 
vote yea and nay, and not aye noe, etc., was taken up; 

Read and rejected. 

_Mr. Williamson, by leave, withdrew a resoltition offered by 
himself on the subject of ayes and nays, etc. 

Resolution requesting the consent of the Senate to go into the 
election of Chief Justices for counties, where vacancies exist, 
whether reported by the Secretary of State or not, etc.; 

Was read, and on motion of Mr. Haynie, - 

Was laid on the table for the present. 

Resolution on adjournment, offered by Mr. Smith of M.; 

Was read, and laid on the table. 

Resolution on adjournment, offered by Mr. Williamson; 

Was read, and laid on the table. 

Resolution requesting the Chairman of the finance commit- 
tee to return to this House a bill to repeal the tariff, etc.; 

Was read, and indefinitely postponed. 

32 


A areal N EEEN 


314 


A bill to repeal and amend eertain parts or portions of an ag 
concerning executions, was taken up; > 

The following amendments were offered by the Senate, viz 

Amend the first section by striking out the words ‘any disn- 
terested magistrate of the beat where such sale may take place, 
or in case of his absence, the clerk of the county court, and in. 
sert í Chief Justice of the county, or in case of his absence, any 
disinterested magistrate of the beat where such sale may take 
place, or of any adjoining beat;’ 

Also, in the eighth fine insert ‘or house holder,’ 

‘Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That ihe twenty-fourth sec. 
tion of an act entitled an act concerning executions, eee 
February 5th, 1840, be, and the same is hereby repealed, so 
far as it may relate to an act entitled an act to exempt cer- 
tain property therein named from execution, approved Janu- 
ary 26, 2839, and said act is hereby declared to be in full force 
and effect.’ 

‘Sec. &. Beitfurther enacted, That a constable shall not 
have power to act in civil cases out of the beat to which he be- 
longs, except in cases of attachment, providing that the consta- 
bles residing in corporated towns shall be authorized to act with- 
in the limits ot said town’ 

The question was taken—the House concurred in the amend. 
ments made by the Senate; 

And Clerk instracted to inform the Senate of the same. 

A bill to quiet the land titles within the twenty frontier 
leagues bordering on the United States of the North; 

Being the special order of the day, was taken up: 

Read second time. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the bill be laid on the table, and 
made the special order of the day for Tuesday next: | 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the vote was reconsidered on re 
fusing to lay the bill on the tahle. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following amendment to Mr. Wil- 
liamson’s motion: 

Strike out ‘Tuesday, aud insert t Monday;’ 

Adopted. 

‘The question then was put—the bill was made the special 
order of the day for Monday next. 

A communication was received from his Exeellency the 
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President, by‘the hands of his private Secretary, William H. 
Sandusky: i 

Which was taken up, and read; and. was as follows; 

Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec. 19, 1840. ? 
To the Honorable Senate, and > 
House of Representatives: 

| Gentlemen,—I have the melancholy gratification to transmit 

acopy of the last communication received from our late Com- 
missioner to the Government of Mexico, Mr. James Treat.— 
Mr. Treat departed this life on his voyage from Vera Cruz to 
Galveston, and we are deprived of the minute intelligence rela- 
uve to his negotiation, which he would have imparted had he 
been permitted to arrive among us. His premature decease 
may be regarded as a national calamity; but we have the satis- 
faction of knowing from his own hand, that the overtures of 
peace which he was commissioned to bear to the authorities of 
Mexico, have been rejected: and we should now address our- 
selves with promptitude and energy, to the only alternative 
which a gallant people can meditate. 

When our enemies reject ‘ proposals for an armistice,’ which 
is only a temporary qualified peace, we ought certainly in all 
good conscience and prudence, to consider of the means of pro- 
| secuting the war. ‘The ultimate purpose of war, is peace, and 
| the more rigorously it is conducted, the more certain and proxi- 
| mateis the attainment of its object. -~ 
| DAVID G. BURNET. 


| Which, together with the accompanying communication of 
| Mr. Treat, were referred to the joint committee who have un- 
| der corisideration the subject of a war with Mexico. - 
| On motion of Mr. Wright, a bill for the relief of Thomas D. 
| Allen, was taken up: 

| Read secend time, and rule suspended; 

Read third time and passed. 

| Abul concerning mail -routes and postage, was taken up, 
| being still on its second reading. 

| On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the vote was reconsidered on the 
| adoption of the substitute offered by the select committee, for 
| the one passed by the Senate. ` 
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On motion of Mr.'Van Zandt, the House went into commit. 
tee of the whole House, on the bill from the Senate; 

Mr. Haynie in the chair. 

After same time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
the bill back to the House without amendment, and asked to, 
be discharged. | 

The question being taken, the report was adopted. 

A message from the Senate, informing the House, of the 
passage ofa joint resolution requiring the Post Master General 
to suspend the closing of the mail contracts for the year 1841; , 

And that they had suspended all rules, and requested the 
House to do the same. 

The resolution was taken up, read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rule was suspended, and 
resolutions read second time, and | 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, rule further suspended, and 
resolution read third time. 

The joint select committee, to whom was referred a bill to 
charter the Houston and Austin Turnpike Company, by leave, | 

Reported by a substitute for the same, and recommended its. 


passage. 
N. THOMAS, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The conmittee on military affairs, to whom had been refer- 
red the petition of Levi Dean; and 

Also, the petition of G. B. Eroth, and others, by leave, 

Reported the same back to the House as incorrectly referred, 
and recommended their reference to the committee on Indian 


affairs. 
G. H. HARRISON, Chairn. 


i 
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The report was adopted, 

The question then being taken on the final passage of the 
joint resolution requiring the Post Master to suspend the mal 
contracts for the year 1841; - . 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood as 
follows : 

A Y ES— Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Coles, Harrison, Houston. 
Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, May 
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field, Parker, Pillsbury, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of M,, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Zandt and Williamson—21. 
NAYS-—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Huling, Hill, Johns, Lati- 
mer, Miller, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Thomas and Wright—12. 
Carried, and resolution passed. 
Mr. Thomas, at his request, was granted leave of absence. 
On motion of Mr. Menard, the House adjourned until 
ten o’clock, Monday morning. 


Monpay, Dec. 21, 1840. 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll was called, and the following Members answered to 
their names, viz : i 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Cald- 
well, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, 
Parker, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business, 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Murchison, at his request, was granted leave of absence, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the - 
House that the Senate adhered to the amendments made by 
them to a bill concerning divorce and alimony, and that they 
had appointed a committee of conference on the same, consist- 
ing of Messrs. Greer, Moore and Gaines, and requested the ap- 
pointment of a like committee on the part of the House. 

The question being put, the House concurred in the request 
of the Senate. ` 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Usher, Parker, 
Haigler, Wright, Latimer and Reily, as said committee of con- 
erence. . 

Mr. Smith of M., presented the petition of William Loftein, 
praying for relief; 


318 


Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Montgomery county, 
praying Congress to pass an act to allow Robert Thompson, a 
tree man of color, the privilege of remaining in the Republic, 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of John M. Odin, Prefect 
Apostolic. praying Congress to declare that all the churches in 
this Repubiic, built or donated by the former government for 
the use of the Romau Catholic worship, shall be reserved and 
maintained for the same use still; 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Porter, Reilly, Huling, Blow, Williamson, Thatcher 
and Ensworth. K 

Mr. Menefee presented the petition of Arthur Sheril), praying 
for relief; : 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Menard presented the petition of Sam’l B. Eves, praying 
for relief, 

Which was referred to the committee on publie lands. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of G. W. Barnett, 
praying for the relief of Thomas F. Edwards’s family, 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands, 

Mr. Van Zandt presented the petition of Seth Sheldon, pray- 
ing for relief; l 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 


The committee on Indian affairs, to whom was referred cer 
tain documents in relaticn to the Caroncauha Indians; 
Reported by a bill for their relief. 


G. W. HILL, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 


The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petitions of John W. Cole and John Woodruff; 

Reported the same back tothe House, and recommended 
their reference to a select committee. 


P. USHER, Chairn. 
Report adopted. 
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“Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Coles, Haynie, 
Barnett, Smith of M. and Harrison, a select committee on the 
pelitions of John W. Cole and John Woodruff. 


The committee,on publie lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Isaac Carsner and David F. Owen; 

Reported by abill to provide for the perfection of land titles 
to certain colonists in the Nashville colony. 

WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 

Report received and bill read first time. 

Hon. Messrs. Smith of M. and Parker, were at their request . 
granted leave of absence. 

Mr. Williamson requested leave of absence. 

The question being put to the House, 

The ayes and' nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Houston, Haigler, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Smith of M., 
Thatcher, Van Zandt and Wright—2s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Huling, Haynie, Menard, Reily 
and Usher—-6. 

Carried, and Mr. Williamson’s request granted. 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Wm. B. Stivers, 

Reported that they conceive that Cougress has made ample 
} Provisions for all such cases, and thatif the petitioner is justly 
| enlitled to the land which he prays for, he can obtain il; and 
| beg leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
| Same ; 
| Also, the petition of A. B. Anderson, praying for a head right 
| celtificate, poi 

Reported that they conceive that his case is amply provided 
for by law, and asked to be discharged from the further conside-¢ _ 
| Tallon of the same; 
Also, a bill for the relief of Margaret. Wright, ` 
Reported the bill back to the House, and asked to be dis- 
| charged from the further consideration of the same. 
W. N. PORTER, Chairn. 
Which reports were adopted. 
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‘The committee on public lands, to whom had been referred 
the petition of W. W. T. Smith, 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
reference to a select committee. 
W. N. PORTER, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. , 


Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs, Miller, Porter, 
Roberts, Augustin and Grigsby, a select committee upon the 
petition of W. W. T. Smith. 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of J. C. Neil, 
Reported by a bill, which was read first time: 
Also, a joint resolution for the relief of John H. Finch, 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. 
W. N. PORTER, Charn. 


Which report was received and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a re- 
solution, with instructions to inquire into the expediency of di- 
gesting the laws of the Republic, and having all the general 
iaws printed and bound in one volume for publication, 

Reported by a bill, and recommended its passage : 

Also, the petition of the board of land commissioners of Har- 
rison county, 

Reported by a bill to legalize their acts, etc., and recom 
mended its passage. 

I VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


Which reports were received, and bills read first time. 


The committee on enrolled bills, reported that they have 
examined a bill to provide for the navigation of the Gaudalupe 
river : 


Also, a joint resolution granting a league of land to the heirs 
of Jesse Thompson, 


| thus:— 
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And find the same correctly enrolled, and presented them to 
the President on the 19th instant, for his approval. 
A. S. ENSWORTH, Chair’n. 


Report adopted. 
The engrossing committee made the following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, i 
Dec. 7, 1840. i 
The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined : 
A bill supplementary to an act to establish and incorporate 
Rutersville College: And 
A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas D. Allen; 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 
THOS. B. HULING, Chair’n. 


Which report was adopted. 


The select committee, to which was referred the petition of 
Memucan Hunt, asking a charter for trading purposes: 
Reported by a bill, H. W. AUGUSTIN, Chair. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 
Mr. Smith of B., by leave, introduced a bill to create and es- 
tablish a Government Stock Fund for the promotion and pro- 


tection of individual enterprize; 


Read first time. e 
Mr. Shaw offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That no member who absents himself from the 


| service of this House, either with, or without leave, shall re- 
| celve pay during his absence, unless he be sick and unable to 


attend or on a committee by special leave of the House. 
Adopted. 
Mr, Myfield, by leave, introduced a joint resolution to adopt 


| Measures for an offensive war against Mexico; 


Read first time. 
Mr. Mayfield moved a suspension of the rale that the resolu- 


| ton might be placed upon its second reading: 


Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
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‘tary of War, relating to the post of San Antonio. 
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AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Harrison, Hu- 
ling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, 
Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, ‘Thatch. 
er, Van Zandt and Wright—2z2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Batnett, Coles, 
Grigsby, Houston, Johns, Parker, Pillsbury, Smith of B., Smith 
of M , Usher and Williamson—14. 

It requiring two-thirds majority, the motion was lost. 

A message from the Senate, inferming the House of the pas- 
sage of a bill to define in part the duties of District Judges: 

And also, a joint resolution for the relief of Thomas D. Allen. 

The following communication from his Excellency, the 
President, together with the accompanying documents from the 
War Department, and from Maj. Howard; 

Were read:— 


ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec, 21, 1840. 
To the Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 
Gentlemen,—I have the honor to present to the cousidera- 
tion of Congres, the accompanying documents from the Secre- 


The importance of maintaining that interesting post is too 
obvious to require discussion. ‘The fact that the Department 
of War is without the means of transporting the small supply 
of munitions at present required, will assuredly convince an en- 
lightened Congress of the necessity of a'prompt action in this 
behalf. DAVID G. BURNET. 


On motion, the above communication and accompanying 
documents, were referred to the committee on militrry - affairs. 
On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House adjourned unil 
three o’clock, p. m, 


eS H A 
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THREE O’CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, _ 
The roll was called, and a quorum present, 
‘The House proceeded to business. 
A bill to quiet the land titles on the twenty leagues border- 
ing on the United States of the North: 

Being the special order of the day, was taken up; and 

Read second time. z 

Mr. Williamson.moved to strike out the enacting clause of 
the bill, and insert ‘a bill to provide for the investigation of for- 
feited and escheated lands. 


The committee on military affairs, to which was referred the 
communication from the President‘ on the subject of the im- 
transportation of amunition, etc., to Maj. Howard’s command at 
San Antonio: 

Reported by a joint resolution. , 

G. H. HARRISON, Chairn. 


Report was received, and resolution read frst time. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the rule was suspended, and re- 
solution read second time. 

Mr. Williamson then moved its indefinite postponement: 

Lost. s 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

Strike out in section first all after the word ‘issue,’ and łn- 
sert ‘a sufficient amount of the eight per cent. bonds to fill or 
meet all appropriations, or transfers of appropriations, which 
have been, or may hereafter be made by the present Congress, 
until otherwise directed, any law to the contrary notwith- 
standing; i 

Adopted. l 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the resolution was laid on the 
table until to-morrow morning, 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. ; 
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T'urespay, December 22, 1840. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, and He following members answered 
to their names, viz : 
Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, “Amett, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Latimer, Menefve, Miller, Parker, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, 


Smith of B , Smith of M., Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright 
aad Williamson. 


A. quorum present; 


The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
‘The House proceeded to business. 


The committee on public lands, to which was referred the 
petition of of L. B. Outlaw: 


Reported a bill for his relief. 


a 


W. N. PORTER, Chair’n.- 


Report received, and bill read first time. 


The committee on claims and accounts, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Mark B. Lewis: 


Reported a bill for his relief. 
P. USHER, Chairn. 


Report received, and bill read first time. m 
The select committee on retrenchment, to whom was refer- 
red the subject of a reduction, abolishing and combination of 
offices of the civil list: 
Reported a bill to combine certain offices and heads of de- 
partments, and regu‘ate the duties thereof; and to abolish cer- 
tain offices therein named. 


I. VAN ZANDT, Chairman, 


Which bill was read first time, and, 


On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the repert, together with the bill, 
was laid on the table. 
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On motion of Usher, a bill for the relief cf Jaccb Fnively,wa 
uken up; and 

Read second time: and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the bill was referied to tle 
gmmittee on'claims and accounts. ' 


“Mr. Parker offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That on Monday the 28th instant, this House 
with the concurrence of the Senate, will go into the election of 
District Judges for all the.Districts which may be reported va- 
canton that day; and that the Senate be requested to concurin 
this resolution. , 


Mr. Harrison offered the follewing amendment: 

Strike out * Monday the 28th instant? and insert ‘ January 
bh, 18417 Adopted; 

And resolution adopted. 


| Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a bill the better ‘to define 
ithe boundary line between the counties of Matagorda and 
Victoria; 

Read first time. 


Mr. Porter, by leave, introduced a joint resolution to adjourn 
the session of the Supreme Court of the Republic for. a certain 
| time; ` 
| Read first time. 

The House proceeded”to the business on the Speakers ta- 
| ble, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


| Joint resolution authorizing the re-issuing of eight per cent 
| bonds, together with the accompanying report of the military 
| committee, was taken up; 

| On motion of Mr. Porter, the communication of the Secre- 
| tary of War in answer to a resolution of the House, was refer- 
į red to the committee on military affairs. 

|} Mr. Hill moved the suspension of the rule which prohibits 
| the repealing of acts passed at this session; 

| ‘The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 
AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Mil- 
ler, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thatcher and Wright, 
—19. 


hd 
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NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Huling, Houston, Johns 
Latimer, Mayfield, Parker, Reily, Smith of M., Usher, Van 
Zandt and Williamson—13. 

It requiring two-thirds majority to suspend a rule of the 
House, 

‘The motion was lost. 

Mr. Mayfield moved a reconsideration of the vote passing 
the resolution to its third reading: 

On motion of Mr. Menefee the resolution was referred to the 
finance committee. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of 

A joint resolution for the relief of Freeman George, late 
assessor of Colorado: 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Scurlock: 

Also, a bill toamend an act to suppress gaming: 

Also, a bill to exempt the citizens of West Columbia from 
the provisions of an act passed Dec. 29th, 1887: and > 

Also, a joint resolution supplementary to a joint resolution 
for the relief of certain persons therein named, approved Jan- 
uary 22d, 1840. 

A bill to quiet the the land titles within the twenty frontier 
leagues bordering on the United States of the North; 

Being the special order of the day, was taken up: still on 
its second reading. , 

‘The question now being taken on Mr. Williamson’s amend- 
ment to ‘strike out the enacting clause of the bill; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Huling, Houston, Menard, Parker and 
Williamson—5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M, Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Zandt and Wright—26. | 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Houston moved that the bill be laid on the table until to- 
morrow morning. 

Lost. 

Mr. Menard moved its reference to the judiciary committe. | 

‘The printing committee made the following report: 
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Tothe Hon. the Speaker, 

of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on public printing, to whom was referred a 
nsolution requiring said committee to receive sealed proposals 
forthe printing of the laws and journals, have received the said 
aled proposals, and herewith submit the same to the House. 


JAMES SHAW, Chairman. 


Copy of the proposals of Messrs. J. W. Cruger and Samuel 
Whung, which accompanied the above report: 


Austin, Dec. 21st, 1840. 
To the Hon. the Chairman of the committee on printing, and 
the Speaker of the Honse of Representatives. 

The undersigned respectfully proposes to print the laws and 
ournals of Congress, at the following rate, viz: 

Ateight dollars per octavo form—that is for every two hun- 
dred and fifty sheets of eight pages each. This price is more 
than fifty per cent. less than the rate lately charged by Col. 
Whiting and Major Bonnell, for the printing of this Congress. 

Or he will priut this work for one half cent a page, at this 
rate, each book of one hundred pages will cost only fifty cents. 

He will, also, obligate himself to complete the publication of 
thelaws within thirty days after the copy is furnished him, and 
will give bond and security to any amount that Congress may 
drect, fur the performance of these conditions. 

He feels a pleasure in assuring the Hon. Congress, that he 
hsnow on hand two hundred and fifty reams of printing paper, 
and as he has the most complete assortment of type in the Re- 
public, he can complete the work without delay. As he can 
ldo this work as well as any competitor, and in a shorter period 
oftime, he humbly hopes his claims will receive the candid 
consideration of the honorable Congress. 
| All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J. W. CRUGER. — 


aav; 


To the Hon. Chairman of the - 

| joint committee on public printing. 

| Sir—In accordance with a joint resolution of both Houses of 
‘Congress, I herewith submit the following proposals for the 
Public printing, remarking at the same time, that from the’ very 
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large stock of paper and other materials, 1 have at present on 
hand, and the number of men I have engaged, that I shall, į 
elected, be enabled to perform the printing of the laws, and all 
other work, at as early a day—as rapidly, in fact, as I am fun. 
ished with copy. My terms areas follows: 


Per page, for first 250 copies, - - $3 00 
do do second 250 copies, and all 
subsequent, - - - - - 1 50 
For folding, collecting, pressing, stiching o 
and cutting, for every 100 pages, ~ 25 


The above rates are calculated tn par, or sound funds, and 
‘Texas promissory notes will be taken at its current or market 
value. Very respectfully, : 

‘Your most ob’t serv’t, 
SAM. WHITING. 

Austin, Dec. 21, 1840. 


This being the day fixed upon for the election of a public 
printer, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Porter, Arnett and 
Lann, a committee to wait upon the Senate, and inform that 
body that the House was now in readiness to proceed to said 
election. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a committee consisting o 
Messrs. Van'Z ndt, Shaw, Thatcher and Miller, were appointed 
to wait upon Messrs. Cruger and Whiting, and receive explana 
tions of them on their proposals, as it was difficult to under 
stand the exact difference between the two proposals. 

A committee appeared from the Senate, aud informed the 
House, that the Senate were ready to proceed to the election a 
a public printer, and to receive any nomination which the 
House might make. 

A majority of the committee appointed to wait upon Messts. 
Cruger and Whiting, and receive any explanations which the 
could make, relative to their proposals, 

Reported that they had called on those gentlemen, and from 
their explanations, were satisfied that the proposal made by Mi. 
Cruger was two hundred per cent. lower on the first two hut 
dred and fifty copies, and fitty per cent. less on all over thal 
number, than the proposals of Mr. Whiting. 

The following communication, as an explanation of Mr 
Whiting’s proposal, was received and read: 
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To ge Hon, Committee 

` on public printing, for Congress. . 
Gentlemen—In the proposition submitied to you by Mr. 
Cruger, he proposes to publish two thousand volumes of laws 
and journals for Congress, for two hundred dollars, admitting 
there will be but two hundréd pages in the laws. In this cal- 
culation, there must evidently be some mistake. My proposi- 
ons are plain and easily to be understood, and I will do the 
work as proposed, at as low a price as any other person. 

Very respectfully, 
- Your ob't serv’t, 
3 SAM. WHITING. 
"92d Dec. 1840. 


On motion of Mr. Porter, Messrs. Cruger and Whiting were 
permitted to enter within the bar of the House, and throw any 
light in their power on the proposals which they had respec- 
uvely submitted to this House. 
A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that Messrs. J. W. Cruger and Sam Whiting had been put in 
nomination by the Senate, as candidates for public printer. 
There being no nominations made in the House, the clerk 
was instructed to inform the Senate of the same. 
The House then proceeded, and voted viva voce, 
Those members voting for Mr. Crvger, were 

essrs. Arnett, Blow, Fnsworth, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, 
Haigler, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Rogers, Smith of B., Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt and Wright 
—19 votes. : 
Those members voting for Mr. Whiting, were 
Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Barnett, Coles, Harrison, Hous- 
ton, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Miller, Parker, Roberts, 
Shaw, Smith of M., and Williamson—16 votes. 
The following communication from the Senate: 


SENATE, CHAMBER, 22d Dec., 1840. 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, i: 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. = - 


Sir—Below you have the result of the balloting for public 
printer : 
34 


J. W. Cruger, - - - - 9 votes% 
Sam. Whiting, - - - 1 do 
- f Very respectfully, 
ANSON JONES, 


President pro tem. of the Senate. 
Attest—Jno. D. McLeop, - 


Sec’y of the Senate. 


RECAPITULATION, 
Mr. J. W. Cruger, received - - 28 votes, 
do Sam. Whiting, do - - I7 do 


Mr. J. W. Cruger having received a majority of all the votes 
given by both Houses, wae declared by the Speaker duly and 
constitutionally elected public printer for the present Congress, 


The following communication from the Secretary of State, 
was read : ‘ 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Austin, Dec. 18, 1840. 
Sir—lI have the honor to report to the Hon. House of Repre- 
sentatives, that the office of judge of the district court for the 
fourth judicial district, has become vacant, by the Hon. Judge 
Hemphill, judge of that district, having been elected and com- 
missioned Chieti Justice of the supreme court. 1 have the honor, 
further, to communicate to the Hon. House of Representatives, 
that the office of judge of the fifth judicial district became va- 
cant during the recess of Congress, and that on the 12th of Av 
gust last, the Hon. George W. Terrell, was appointed by his 
Excellency the President, to fill the vacancy. No other va 
eancy has been made known to this department. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB. 

Hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


— a 
Which communication was referred to the committee on the 

judiciary. 
The question now being taken on Mr. Menard’s motion to 


331 
refer to the judiciary committee, a bill to quiet the land titles 
within the twenty frontier leagues bordering on the United 
States of the North. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Harrison, Huling, Houston, 
Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., and 
Usher—12, . > 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Barnett, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Porter, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M., Thatcher, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williarason—29. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved a reconsideration of the vote just 
taken, refusing to refer the bill to the judiciary committee. 

Mr. Blow moved the House adjourn until ten o’clock to-mor- 
row morning. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Harrison, Houston, Haig- 
ler, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of B. 
Thatcher, Usher and Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Huling, Hill, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefve, Porter, Roberts, Ro- 
gers, Shaw, Smith of M., Van Zandt and Williaamson—17. 

Lost. 

. Mr. Wright then moved that the House adjourn until three 
o'clock, p. m. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called, and stood as 
follows ; , 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Huling, 
Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Miller, Pills- 
bury, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Smith of M., Usher and 
Wright—19, ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Harrison, Johns, Latimer, Menard, 
Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Thatcher, Van Zandt and 
Williamson—12. 

Carried; 

' And House adjourned until three o'clock, p. m. 
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TAREE O'CLOCK, P, M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and not a quorum present, 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the question was put to the 
House, and sergeant at arms See paleheg for absenfees. 

A quorum present; 

"Fhe House now proceeded to business. 

Mr. Miller asked leave to withdraw a bill on public printing 

‘The question being put, the House granted his request. 

The question now ‘being taken, on the motion of Mr. William. 
son, to reconsider the vote refusing to refer to the judiciary com- 
mittee a bill to quiet the fand titles within the twenty SHEN 
bordering on the United States of the North. 

Was lost. 

Mr. Williamson then moved a reconsideration of the vote 
last taken. 

Lost. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a joint resolution authoriz- 

ing the Secretary of the Treasury to allow James Reily further 
time to settle his accounts. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Williamson moved. that the bill to quiet the land titles 
within the twenty leagues bordering on the United States of 
the north, be laid on the table, 

Lost. 

Mr. Shaw offered the following additional section as au 
amendment: 

Be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this act, 
shall be so construed as to extend to any portion of the county 
formerly reserved for and occupied by the Cherokee Indians. 

Mr. Johns offered the following amendment to Mr. Shaw's 
amendment: 

Strike out formerly reserved for and occupied by the Chero- 
kee Indians,’ and insert ‘réserved by this Government.’ 

Rejee ected. 

The question now being taken on the amendment offered by 
Mr. Shaw, 

The ayes and nays were calied for, and stood as follows: 

NES oleate: Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Ens- 
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worth, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Johns, Latimer, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of B., Thatcher, Usher and Wright—17, 3 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Grigsby, Huling, Haynie 
Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Van Zandt and 
Williamson—-12. 

Carried, and amendmeut adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

The provisions of the foregoing act shall extend to all parts 
and portions of the legitimate and constitutional- limits of the 
Republic of Texas, embracing any of that class of claims enu- 
merated in the preamble, and various sections of the fore- 
going act. 

A message from the Senate, informing the House of the pas- 
sage of a bill appropriating four thousand dollars, for the pur- 
pose therein named, 

And that they had suspended all rules, and requested the con- 
aurrenee of the House inthe same. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage ofa bill supplementary to an act to repeal 


a portion of an act, for creating funds for the support of the go- — 


vernment for the year 1840, approved Dec. 10, 1840. 
On motion of Mr. Menefee, the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, Dec. 23, 1840, 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
| their names, viz : ` i 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
| Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, 
| Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
| Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smitle of Brazoria, 
| Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, and Williamson. ` 

| A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


334 


A message from the Senate informing the House of the pas. 
sage of a bill to repeal certain acts therein named: and, 
Also, a bill to legalize the official acts of Sami Todd, and 


_those who acted as his deputies, and for other purposes. 


Mr. Reily presented the petition of M. F, De Graffenried, 
praying for relief; 

Which was referred ta the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Sawl Colver, praying 
for a donation lot in the city of Austin; 

Which was referred to the committee on the public lands. 


` The committee on military affairs to which was referred the 
petition of George Fisher: 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
reference to the committee on the state of the Republic, 
G. H. HARRISON, Chairn, 


Which report was adopted. 

The committee on claims and accounts, Mr. Usher Chairn, 
to which was referred the petition of Thos. I^. Smith, adminis- 
trator of Wm. H. Smith: 

-Reported unfavorable thereon. 

Also, the petition of Alexander McDaniel and others, asking 
relief; ‘ 

Reported unfavorable to the prayer of the petitioners. 

Which reports were adopted. 

Also, the accounts of John S. Martin: 

Reported unfavorable on the same; 

Which report, on motion of Mr. Harrison, was laid on the 
table, and the accounts referced to a select committe; 

Consisting of Messrs. Harrison, Rogers, Menefee, Barnett 
and Roberts. 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Capt. Lewis Sanches: 

Reported unfavorable thereon; 

-Which report was, on motion of Mr. Mayfield, referred to 4 
select committee; consisting of Messrs. Mayfield, Reily, Wil- 
liamson, Hull and Augustin. ~ 

Also, the joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Snively: 


Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. 


335 


Report received aud resolution laid on the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Also, the petition of Wm, H. Mosher: 

Reported by a bill for his relief; i 

Report received and bill read first time, 

The enrolling committee made the following report. 


ComMITTEE Room, 
Dec. 23, 1840. } 

T'he committee on enrolled bills have examined 

A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas D. Allen: and 

An act entitled an act to repeal and amend certain parts or 
portions of an act concerning executions. 

Find them correctly enrolled, and the same faving been 
signed by the President of the Senate, and the Hon. Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and endorsed by the chief Clerk 
that they originated in the House of Representatives: were pre- 
| sented to the President for his consideration on the 22d inst. 
| A. S. ENSWORTH, Chair'n. 


Report adopted. 
Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a joint resolution author- 


izing the President to employ two companies of spies; 


Read first time, and 
On motion of Mr. Usher, the rule was suspended, and re- 


solnion 


Mr. Houston offered the following amendment: 

Strike out ‘two, and insert ‘four.’ Adopted. 
. Mr. Miller offered the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That this resolution shall be in force, 
and take effect from and after its passage. Adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the rule was furthersuspended, and 
resolution 

Read third time. 

The question then was taken on its final passage: the ayes 
and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messtrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, May- 


+ 


Read second time. | ' 
* ee 
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field, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of B., Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin and Williamson—2. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

My. Hill offered the following resolution: 

On account of a refusalon the part of our late elected assistant 
clerk, Mr. Hoyle, to subject himself in the performance of his 
duties, to the control of the chief Clerk of this House, some 
complaint having arisen, therefore, 

Resolved, That the assistant clerks of this House shall bs i in 
the performance of their duties as such, under the control of the 
chief Clerk, whose duty it shall be, upon the refusal of any 
assistant clerk, to comply with any reasonable requirment, to 
report the same to this House. 

Adopied. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, a bill for the relief of Jacob Snive- 
ly, was taken up, and 

Read second time. 

The question was then taken on its engrossment, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, 
Haynie, Litimer, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Reily, Roberts, Rogers, SShaw, mith of B., Thatcher, Usher 
and Williamson—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Johns, Lann, Miller, Van Zandt and 
Wright—6 


~% eon and bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to quiet the land titles within the twenty frontier 
leagues, bordering on the United States of the North: 

Being the special order of the day, was taken up, 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the House adjourned until three 


o'clock, p. m, > 


THREE O'CLOCK, P, M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House proceeded to business, 

On motion of Mr. Kautman, the bill to quiet the land titles 


* 
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within the twenty Jeagues bordering on the United States of the 
North, was laid on the table. — . : 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, a bill to regulate mail routes; 
was taken up, and ~ 

Read second time, 

Mr. Kaufman called for the previous question: 

The question was put to the House: shall the main question 
be now put. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY !S—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, "Grigsby, Ensworth, Hu- 


ling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menelee, Me- . 


nard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogers, Thatcher and 
Usher—I18, 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Harrison, Hill, 
Latimer, Miller, Porter, Reily, Shaw, Smith c of B.'Vand Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson—14, 

Carried, and main question put, which was the passing of 
| the bijl to its thrid reading. 

,Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
48 follows: 
| AYES—Messrs, Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, 

Grigsby, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Menefeet Menard, May- 
field, Reily, Roberts and Usher—14. 

NA YS—Messrs. Arnett, Coles, Harrison, Hauling, Hill, 
| Johns, Lann, Litimer, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of B., Thatcher, Van Zandt, Wright and Wrilliam- 
| son—18, 
| Lost, and the bill rejected. 
| On motion of Mr. Miller, the bill on post routes and postage, 
| offered by the select committee on post offices and roads, was 
| taken up, and 
| On motion of Mr. Mayfield, was laid on the table. 
| On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House went into committee 
| of the whole on the special order of the day; 
| Abill to quiet the land titles within the twenty leagues bor- 
| dering on the United States of the North. 
| Mr. Hill in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the commitiee rose, reported 
| the bill back to the House with one amendment under consider- 
; ation, and asked leave to sit again; 

Which report was adopted. 
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Mr. Wright presented the petition of Wm. Gambies, praying 
ior a head right certificate; 


Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 


The committee on public lands, to which was referred the 
petition of Seth Sheldon, praying for a league and labor of land, 
Reported a bill for his relief. 


W. N. PORTER, Chairn, 


Report received, and bill read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Menard, the House adjourned until nine | 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


* 
Tuunspsay, December 24, 1840), 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The rol] was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, Viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles. 
Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johus. Lann, Latimer. 
Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Thatcher, Yan Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Smith of B., presented the petition of Henry Smith, 
Ex-Secretary of the Treasury, praying for the appointment ota 
joint committee, to investigate his accounts while acting as Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, efc.; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 
of the two Houses of Congress. i 

Mr. Menefee presented the petition of Martha Stanback, pray- 
ing for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

The engrossing committee made the following report: 


z 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, / 
~ Dec. 24, 1840. $ 
The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
ihat they have examined 

A joint resolution authorizing the President to employ two 
spy companies for the western frontier: 

And a joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Snively, Pay 
Master General; ` 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chairn, 


|}. Which report was adopted. 

| On motion of Mr. Reily, a joint resolution tor the relief of R. 
J. Woodward, was taken up, and substitute offered by the eom- 

| mittee on public lands adopted; 

And read second time, and ‘ 
On motion of Mr. Reily, rule suspended and resolution read 

| third time and passed. s 

| Mr. Pilisbury, by leave, introduced a bili to repeal an act, en- | 
i titled an act to dispense with the necessity of protesting negotia- — 
| bleinstruaments for dishonor, and'of giving notice thereof, and 

i regulate assignments ofall written instruments; 

| Read first time, and 

| On motion, the rule was suspended, and bill read second 
; me, and 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

| Amessage from the Senate, inferming the House of the pas- 

| sage.of a bill declaring Sam, Houston Duckworth legitimate: 

| Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Cecil; 

And of the indefinite postponement of a bill supplementary to 
| an act to provide for the punishment of crimes and misdemean- 
f os, committed by slaves and free persons of color. 

| Mr. Thatcher moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing 
| to pass to a third reading, a bill concerning mail routes, etc., 
g and postage. 

f On motion of Mr. Hill, the motion of Mr. Thatcher was laid 

| on the table, ; 

f Mr. Porter moved that the special order of the day, a bill fo 
| quiet the Jand titles within the twenty frontier leagues border- 
j mg on the United States of the north, be now taken up. 

ost, : 


+ 


Mapa pale EEE benije aiani 


EN 


w 


w 


23 z Lipie ea “he wee er eee 


a 


er Fr 
n 


“KAR reer 
STRET De OE 
f ipid we 


340 


The committee on finance, to Whom was referred a joint re. 
solution authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue 
certain amount of the eight per cent. bonds; 

Reported a substitute for the same. 

HENRY SMITH, Chairn. 


Report received, and substitute read and adopted, and 
- On motion, was laid on the tahle. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill supplementary to an act tore. 
peal a portion of an act creating funds for the support of gover. 
ment forthe year 1840, approved Dec. 10tth 1840, from the 
Senate, was faken up, and 

Read first time, and 

On motion, rule suspended, and read second time. 

Mr. Smith of B., offered the following as a substitute for the 
bill from the Senate: 

‘A joint resolution making appropriations for certain pu- 
poses therein named. 

‘Sec. 1. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembied, 
That the following amounts of the eight per cent. bonds of the 
Republic, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be, and the 
Same are hereby appropriated for the following specific pur- 
poses, viz: for the transportation of munitions of war to Bexar 
one thousand dollars; for the expenses of both Houses of Cor- 
gress, twenty thousand dollars; and for the payment of the 
civil list, fifteen thousand dollars; and, also, ten thousand do- 
lars to carry out an expedition up the Brazos river, against the 
hostile Indians. 

‘Sec. 2. Beit further resolved, That the Seeretary of the 
‘Treasury be, and he is hereby authorized and required to issue 
the aforesaid amount of the eight per cent. bonds of the Go 
vernment. 

‘Sec. 3. Beit inrther resolved, That this act shall go inlo 
effect, and be in force from and after its passage.’ 

‘The chair having decided that the substitute offered by Mt 
Smith of B., for the bill from the Senate, was in order. 
ao Menefee appealed to the Honse, from the decision of the 

air. 

‘The question was put to the House: is-the Chair out of ordet 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
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AYES—Messrs. Blow, Grigsby, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, 
| Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Thatcher, and 
Wrght—1z. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Harrison, Huling, 
Lann, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of 
B, Usher, Van Zandt and Williamson—16. 
The Chair was sustained in its decision. 
| Mr. Menefee moved that the substitute offered by Mr. Smith 
| of B. be added to the bill from the Senate by way of an amend- 
‘ment. Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the bill and substitute were-laid. 
onthe table until the following communication from his Ex- 
i cellency the President, just received by the hands of his private 
secretary, Wm. H. Sandusky, could be read. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec. 24, 1840. 
To the Senate, and 

House of Representatives: 


| [have the honor to convey to the Congress a communica- 
tion, just received from the War Office, apprising me that our 
fonter is again menaced by hostile Indians. I transmit this 
mtelligence with a view to impress upon the Congress the ne- 
}eessity of an early action on their part, to enable the Executive 
flo have carried into effect the expedition so recently author-. 
} wed by them, against the Indians, supposed to be congregated 
the upper Brazos. 

| Ifthere be any reason to apprehend a Mexican invasion, we 

shall certainly be chargeable with extreme improvidence, if we 

quietly permit the assembling of hostile indians on our fron- 

lier. Remnants of the expelled Cherokee and of other northern 

inbes, are still hanging on our borders, and are prepared at 

ay auspicious moment, to combine with our Mexican enemies. 

[The prompt extirpation of the one, would detract materially 

ifom the anticipated auxiliary force of the other. 

DAVID G. BURNET. 


| Which communication and accompanying documents were 
ikid on the table. 


A mesage from the Senate, informing the House of the pas- 
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sage, with amendments, of a resolution to go into the electio 
of District Judges, etc. 

On motion, the bill supplementary to an act to repeal a por 
tion of an act creating funds for the support of Government tor 
the year 1549, approved December 10th, 1840, was taken up. 

The question now being taken on the adoption of the sub. 
stitute offered by Mr. Smith of B. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES-—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, 
Harrison, Houston, Johns, Lann, Pillsbury, Roberts, Shay, 
Smith of B., Usher and Van Zandt—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Grigsby, Huling, Hil, 
Haigler, Haynie, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, 
Porter, Reily, Thatcher, Wright and Williamson—17, 

The substitute was rejected. 

Mr. Menefee offered the following amendment: 

+ Be it further enacted, That the sim of thirty thousand dol. 
lars of the above mentioned bonds, be, and the same is hereby 
appropriated for the payment of the civil list, and the members 
of the present Congress.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Hill then moved a further suspension of the rule, tha 
the bill might be placed on its third reading. 

Upon which motion, the ayes and nays were called for, and 
stood thus: 

AYES—Messis, Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Enswortb, 
Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Hagler, Haynie, Latimer, Menefe, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Rogers,Shaw, Thatci- 
er, and Wright—20. , 

NAYS—Maessrs. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Harrison, Houston, 
Johns, Lann, Pillsbury, Roberts, Smith of B., Usher, Va 
Zandt and Williamson—13. 

It requiring two-thirds majority to suspend a rule, the me 
tion was lost. i 

The question was now taken on the engrossment of the bil 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Enswortl 
Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Latimer, Menefee 
Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shan 
Thatcher and Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Harrison, Housto, 
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Johns, Lann, Pillsbury, Smith of B., Usher Van Zandt and 
Williamson—12. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, a bill authorizing the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury to allow James Reily further time to settle his 
accounts, was taken up, and 

Read second time, 

Mr. Mayfield offered a substitute for the same; 

Which was adopted; and 

On motion, rule suspended, and bill 

Read third time and passed. 

Mr. Usher moved that the House adjourn until three o’cloek, 
pm. Lost. 

Mr, Porter moved to take up the special order of the day. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Blow, a bill appropriating four thousand 
dollars for purposes therein named, irom the Senate, was taken 
| up, and 
Read first time; and, 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Harrison moved to strike out ‘fonr thousand dollars.’ 
Upon which motion the ayes and nays were called for, 
| and stood as follows: 

| AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Harri- 
| son, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Usher, Van Zandt and Wil- 
+ liamson—11. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Huling, 
| Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Me- 
| nefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Rogers, Shaw, Smith 
| of B..\ Thatcher, and Wright—22. 

The motion was Jost. 

| Mr. Mayfield moved the further suspension of the rule, that 
| the bill might be placed on its third reading. 

| Upon which motion the ayes and nays were called for, 
| and stood as follows: 

| AYES—Messrs, Blow, Ensworth, Grigsby, Hauling, Hill, 
| Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Litimer, Menefee, 
| Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., 
< Thatcher, Van Zandt, and Wright—22. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, 
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Harrison, Pillsbury, Roberts Shaw, Usher and Wrilliam- 
son—l1 

Carried, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Reily moved that a joint resolution to adopt measures for 
an offensive war against Mexico, be made the special order for 
three o'clock, p. m. 

Lost. 


The engrossing committee made ihe following report: 


Hovse of REPRESENTATIVES, 
Dec. 24, 1840. 

The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined 

A bill supplementary to an act to repeal a portion of _an act 
for creating funds for the support of the Government for the 
year 1810, approved Dec. 10th, 1840. 

And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 


THOS. B. HULING, Chair’n, 


Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Blow moved that the House adjourn until ten o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 

Lost. 

Mr. Roberts moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing to 
further suspend the rale, and pass to its third readrng. a ‘bill 
supplementary to an act to repeal an act for creating funds for 
the support of the Government for the vear 1840, approved 
December 10th, 1540. 

Carried, and rule further suspended; and 

Bill read third time. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Augustin, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Ensworth. 
Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, ‘Latimer, Menelee, | 
Miller, May field, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
‘Thatcher and W “right—22, 

NAYS—Messrs. “Speaker, Arnett, Harrison, Houston, Pills- 


bury, Smith of B. Usher, Van Zandt and Williamson—9 
Carried, and bill passed. 
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On motion of Mr. Roberts, the House adjcurned until 


three o’clock, p. m. i 


THREE OCLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill for the relief of Mark B. 

| Lewis, was taken up, and 

| Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Wright asked leave of absence. 

The question was put: the House refused to grant his request. 

| Abill to quiet the land titles within the twenty leagues 

| tordering on the United States of the North : 

Being the special order of the day, was taken up, and 

' On motion of Mr. Porter, the House went into committee of 
| the whole on the same. 

| Mr. Menefee in the Chair: 

| After some time spent therein, the committee tose: reported 
| the bill back to the House with one amendment, and begged 
tobe discharged from the further consideration of the bill. ; 

| The question being taken on the adoption of the following 
| amendment, offered by the committee: 

' “It shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the general 
land office, to notify the Solicitor of the district in which the 
land is situated, of the same, whose duty it shall be to file an 
| information setting forth the parts of the case in the clerk's 
i ofice, of the district court in the county in which the land is 
| stated; and it shall be the duty of the elerk-upon receiving 
ud information, to issue a scire facias thereon, notifyinggall 
| patties concerned of said application to the Commissioner of 
F Úe general land office, and scire facias shall be returnable to 
F ie next ensuing term of the district court of the county, and 
shall be served as other process issued upon the person to whom 
: the grant was made, or upon the person in possession of the 
(and, and claiming under a former grantee : Provided, always, 
, (bat if the return of the Sheriff or other proper officer upon the 
šare facias, shall show thatthe grantee of the land is not to be 
lound in the county in which the information is filed, and that 
À there is no one in the possession of the land claiming under him, 
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it shall be'the duty of the court ifin term time, or of the judge yf 
in vacation, on motion of the attorney, to make an order to per4 
fect service by pul@ication, which order setting forth in subd 
stance the nature of the proceeding, shall be published in two! 
newspapers published in the Republic, or at least once a week} 
before any decree is rendered.” | 

The ayes aud nays were called for on its adoption, and stood] 
thus: 
AYES —slessrs. Blow, Barnett, Grigsby, Ruling, Heuston, 
Menard, Reily, Smith of B., Thatcher and Williamson—10, | 

NAYS-—Messrs. speaker, Coles, Ensworth, Hill, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Litimer, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Porter,] 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Usher, Yan Zandt and Wright—18, | 

The amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the bill was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Mayfield, Reily, Williamson, 
Porter, Menard, Hill, Latimer, Johns, Shaw, Van Zandt and 
Houston. 

On motion of Mr Van Zandt, a bill to provide for the inves- 
tigation of escheated and forfeited lands, 

Was referred to the same select committee; 

And, on motion of Mr. Williamson, also, all the bills now 
before the House relative to land matters. 

The following communication from the State Department, 
was read : i 


i DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Dec. 23, 1840. 
Sir—aA resolution of the honorable House of ..epresentatives 
of the 19th instant, requiring the Secretary of State to furnish 
the House with a copy oi such eorrespendence and instructions 
i as may have heretotore been had or given to the different 
| agents of this government, appointed to run the boundary line 
between this government and the United States, is now be 
fore me. 

I have the honor to state to the honorable House of Repre 
sentatives, that the correspondence and instructions relating t0 
that subject, from and to this department, are very voluminous, 
' and to furnish acopy, the department will be compelled to em 
ploy an extra clerk, which would be required at least three 
weeks for that purpose; and there being no appropriation upon 
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vhich to draw for the payment of such clerk, I shall have to 
sk the indulgence of the Houss to make an appropriation sub- 
get to the order of this department to pay"for the services of 
ad extra clerk, and | would respectfully suggest that a sum 
not less than three hundred dollars, be appropriated. 

Ihave the honor to be, Sir, 

With great respect, 
Your ob't serv’t, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 

Acting Secretary of State. 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, i 


Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
LJ 


Which communication was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the motion made by himself in 
the morning, to reconsider the vote refusing to pass to a third 
reading a bill concerning mail routes and postage, was now 
| taken up. 

The question then being put, the vote was reconsidered by 
| the House. 

Mr. Hill then moved that the bill reported by the committee 
| on post routes, ete., be now taken up. 

Lost. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
| House of the passage by a substitute of a joint resolution au- 
| thorizing the President to employ spy companies for the west- 
| era frontier. 

me motion of Mr. Wright, the substitute was taken up and 
| ead, 
| Mr. Houston moved the resolution be laid on the table, until 
called up, 

Lost. 


| The question then being taken, the House adopted the sub- 
| sütute offered by tLe Senate. 

į, Mr. Menard moved the House adjourn until Monday morn- 
Ing ten o'clock. : 

| ree which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
| thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 


k 


Hill, Houston, Haigler, Johns, Lana, Menefee, Menard, Miller, 


Peal <I 


m 
* 


Pi 
<a mb! cent Re OCOD O BE NNR 


` 
Sy owe 


348 


Mayfield, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Thatcher, and William. 
son—1%, i 
NAYS—Messr® Arnett, Ensworth, Huling, Haynie, Lati. 
mer, Roberts, Shaw, Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—10. 
Carried; 
And Honse adjourned until Monday morning, ten o'clock. 


Monpay, Dec. 28, 1540, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, 
Houston, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt and 
Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of Thursday last was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the Hous: 
of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of Norma 
Woods: f 

And, also, the passage, with amendments of a bill to exten! 
to those persons who served in the campaign against San At 
tonio, in the fall of 1835, a donation of land. 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to report the bill to organize the several judicial districts, so # 
to abolish the disiricts, 

Mr. Yan Zandt moved to insert in the blank, the words 

‘sixth and seventh.’ 
Carried; 
And resolution adopted. 
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Mr. Haynie presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
city of Austin, praying certain relief therein named; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

The engrossing committee made the following report : 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 28, 1840. 
The committee on engrossed bills, would beg leave to report, 
that they have examined a bill to be entitled an.act for the re- 
| lef of M. B. Lewis, 
| And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 
THOS. B, HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. . 

| Amessage from the Senate, informing the House of the pas- 
‘sage of a joint resolution for the relief of James Reily: 

| Also, of a bill for the election and appointment of sheriffs; 

} And, also, a bill to regulate bills of exceptions. 


| The committee on the state of the republic, to whom was 
referred sundry petitions in favor of free persons of color, 

| Reported, that on examination they find that the petitioners 
vere residing in the Republie of Texas on the day of the de- 
‘claration of independence, and that they are already provided 
[ir by a law, which has been passed by the present Congress; - 
fand returned the petitions, and asked leave to be discharged 
tom the further consideration of the same. 


WM. MENEFEE, Chairn. 
| Which report was adopted. 


f The select committee to whom was referred the petition of 
the masonic fraternity, 

į Reported by a bill granting two Austin city lots, to the Grand 
Lodge of Free Masons. 


S. G. HAYNIE, Chàirn. 
i Which report was received, and bill read first time. 


i The E committee to whom was referred the petition of 
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John M. Odin, Prefect Apostolic of the Roman Catholic 
Church, in the Regublic of Texas, 

Reported by a bill confirming the use and occupation and 
enjoyment of the churches, church lots and missiou churches, 
to the Roman Catholic congregations living near, or in the 
vicinity of the same. 


W. N. PORTER, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Smith of B., a joint resolution for the relie 
ofthe Post Master General, and the First and Second Auditors, 
was taken up, and 

Read second time. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the bill be referred to the judi- 
ciary committee, 

Lost. 

The question then being taken, the bill passed to its thir 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, a joint resolution relative to th 
election of district judges, was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Porter, was laid on the table for the pre 
serit. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution regulating the pos 
office department. 

The House proceeded to the business on the Speakers ta 
ble, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to define in part the duties of judges of district court. 
was now taken up, and the'question being taken on the adopto $ 
of the following amendments offered by the Senate, viz: | 

Jn the first section, tenth line, strike out the words ‘and pay $ 

In the second section, fifth line, after the word ‘sickness, adi 
the words, ‘or the public enemy, provided nothing herein sha $ 
operate upon a judge for not holding his court in a depopi $ 
lated county.’ 

In the third section, seventh line, after the word ‘same,’ af 
the words ‘under his seal of office.’ i 

In the last line of the third section, after the word ‘for, atif 
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the words, ‘any thing in the jaws fo the contrary nothwith- 
standing.’ 

‘Strike out fourth section.’ 

Was carried and amendments adopted. 

A bill to extend to those soldiers who served in the campaign 
| against San Antonio, in the fall of 1835, a donation of land, was 
taken up. 
| ‘The following amondment was made by the Senate: 

Strike out all the first section, after the word ‘soldiers,’ and 
I insert the following: 
‘Who entered Bexar between the 5th and 10th December, 
| 1835, and actually assisted in the reduction of that place, and 
| remained there until the surrender of Gen. Coss, and honorably 
| discharged from the service, skall be entitled to three hundred 
, and twenty acres of land, the same as though they had served 
| ont the time of three months.’ 
| The question then béing taken, the House concurred in the 
F amendment of the Senate. 
| Abul supplementary to an act to establish and incorporate 
f the Rutersville College, ete.; 
| Read third time. 
| The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
f stood thus: 
Í AYtS—Messrs. Arnett, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Haigler, 
| Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Porter, 
f Rely, Roberts, Rogers, Usher, Yan Ress and ¥Yilliamson 
+ —18. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Huling, Houston, Johns, 
Mayfield, Pillsbury, Shaw, Smith of B. and Van Zandt—10. 
Carried, and bill passed. 
A bill for the relief of Mark B. Lewis, 
Read third time and passed. 
| On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill for ths retief of Seth 
| Sheldon was taken up, and 
Read second time, and 
| Ordered to be engrossed. 
' Joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Suive ely, 

Read third time. 
| The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
; Stood thus: 
AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Coles, Ensworth, Grigs- 
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by, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Latimer, 
Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thatcher, Usher and Van Ness 


CN. AYS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Johns, Lann, Murchison, 
Miller, Van Zandt, Wright ‘and Williamson—9. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

Mr. Yan Zandt gave notice that he should offer his protest 
against the passage of the bill for the relief ef J. Snively. 

” A bill to authorize the digesting of the laws of the Republic; 

Read second time. 

Mr. Houston offered the following amendment: 

Insert after the word ‘republic; in the eighth line, first sec- 
tion, the words, “ with marginal notes and an alphabetical in- 
dex appended. ” 

Adopted; 

And bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Wright, by leave, presented the petition of Elijah Bar- 
nett, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the petition and accounts of Leo- 
nard Williams, were taken up; 

And referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Har- 
rison, Rogers, Menefee, Barnett and Roberte. 

A bill to combine certain offices and heads of departments, 
and regulate the duties thereof, and to abolish certain other 
offices therein named ; 

Was read second time. 

Mr. Mayfield moved it be laid on the table for the present. 

Lost, 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, it was referred to the committee 
on the state of the republic. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill to legalize the acts of 
the board of Land Commissioners of Harrison county, was 
taken up, and 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, a bill to abolish certain offices 
therein named, and to fix the naval establishment of the Re- 
public, was taken up, and 

Read first time, and 
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On motion, rule suspended, and referred to the committee on 
the state of the Republice. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a joint resolution requiring 
the Secretary of the Treasury to settle the accounts of Hall 
‘and Bryan, late agents of the government; 
Read first time. 
| Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced a bill for the benefit of 
| purchasers of real estate, and to secure a compensation for im- 
| provements made thereon; 
| Read first time. 
<° On motion of Mr. Latimer, the vote was reconsidered on the 
| adoption of the filling a blank in a resolution instructing the 
| judiciary committee to report a bill to organize the several judi- 
F cial districts, ete. 

f On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the blank was filled with the 
, word ‘sixth? 

: The following communication from Mr. Sam. Whiting, was 
F read : 


f To the Hon. the Speaker, 
of the House of Representatives: i 
| Gentlemen—Having understood that the journals of last 
| Congress and other printing, which should have been done, 
| still remains uncontracted for, ana having been at a considera- 
| ble expense in providing myself with all the necessary mate- 
į nals, in the expectation of obtaining the public printing of the 
; present Congress, in the which, however, I have not succeeded; 
f 1 therefore, now prof ose to print said journals and all work yet 
f to be printed, except the laws and journals of this Congress, on 
Í the same terms as the Hon. Congress have contracted with Mr. 
$ J. W. Cruger, for the execution of the Jaws and journals of the 
i present Congress. 
i Very respectfully, 
: f Your most ob't serv’t, 

SAM. WHITING. 
Austin, Dec. 24, 1840. 


On motion of Mr. Reily, a resolution for adopting measures 
q for an offensiue war against Mexico, was made the special order 
| Olthe day for Wednesday next. 

| On motion of Mr. Latimer, a bill to repeal a portion of the 
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eighth seetion of an act, entitled an act regulating the licens 
and practice of attorneys, passed 28th January, 1839, was take 
up, and 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the judiciary committee. 

A bill to revive an act, entitled an act to exempt certain pro 
perty therein named from execution, approved January 20th, 
1939 ; 

On motion, was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr, Harrison, hy leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That no bill or resolution shall be taken up outo 
its regular order, except in cases of emergency, which shall re- 
quire a majority of two-thirds; 

Read. 

Mr. Latimer moved that it lay on the table for two weeks. 

Lost. 

And resolution laid on the table one day for consideration. 

A bill toamend an act organizing justices’ courts, and de. 
fining the powers and jurisdiction of the same: 

Substitute by the committee on roads and bridges; 

Adopted, aud 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to regulate weights and measures throughout this Re- 
public; 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on the state 
of Republic. 

A bill in relation to the Carancuhua Jndians; 

Read second time: and indefinitely postponed. 

A bill incorporating the Texas and Rio Grande ‘Trading 
Company; 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on the stale 
of the Republic. : 

A bill to create and establish a Government Stock Fund for 
the protection of individual enterprize; 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on the state 
of the Republic. 

A bill to amend an act which provides the mode of taking 
testimony by interrogatories, and to providea mode of taking 
depositons; 

Referred to the committee on tbe judiciary. 

A bill to authorize B. F. Smith te emancipate certain slaves 
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Read, arid recommitted to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

A joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gen- 

eal Land Office to issue patents to Samuel Jones and Hugh 
MeKain; 

Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Sarah Alway; 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on the state 

ofthe Republic. 

À bill to provide for the ee of land titles to certain 
colonists in the Nashville colony; 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on public 

lands. 

A bill to limit the issue and circulation of the promissory 

notes of the Government; 

Was laid on the table until called up. 

À bill to regulate public sales; 

Read second time. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment: , 
| Insert after the words ‘real estate,’ the words ‘and slaves.’ 
Adopted; and 

| Bill ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to dispose of the public buildings a the city of Austin; 

Read second tıme. 

: He Latimer moved to strike out all that part relative to the 
lling of the buildings. Carried. 

| Mr. Williamson moved the bill be referred to the committee 
{the state of the Republic. 

f Lost, 

| The question then was taken : the bill was ordered to be 

i engrossed. 

í 6A bill to authorize the organization of one ‘company of i 
| Mounted gunmen in certain frontier counties, and defining their 
Í duties and privileges; was, on motion, ' 


| Referred to the sviect committee, of which Mr, Johns; is | 
| chairman. | 
f Abill to organize a part of the county of Montgomery for 
f Judicial and other purposes; | 
' Read second time, and referred to the committee on the state t 
} Of the Republic. 

|, Joint resolution for the relief of James Bridge; 
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Read second time, and referred to Mie committee on claims 
and accounts. 

A bill to change the name of certain persons therein named: 

Read first time. 

A bill making provisions for the Vice Presidest while per. 
forming the duties of President; 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on the state 
of the Republic. 

A bill to organize a part of the county of Liberty for judicia; 
and other purposes: 

Substitute offered by the select committee adopted; and 

Read first time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Bridget Fadden; 

Read first time. 

A bill to incorporate the Harrisburg Rail Road and Trading 
Company; 

Read first time. 

Joint resolution adjourning the session of the Supreme Court: 

Read second time, and referred to the cornmittee on the 
judiciary. 

Joint resolntion for the relief of John H. Finch; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Franklin Association in the city of 
Houston; 

Read first time. - 

Joint resolution for the relief of J. C. Neil; 

Read second time. 

Mr. Johns moved that it be laid on the table for the presem. 

Lost. 

The question then was taken: the resolution was ordered t 
be engrossed. 

A bill better to define the boundary line between the cour 
ties of Matagorda and Victoria; 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas G. Gordon, on its secon 
reading: 

The question on the adoption of the following amendmetl, 
offered by the select committee, to which the bill had been re 
ferred, Viz: 
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| In the first section, strike out all after the word ‘heirs, in 
| line seventeen, down to the word ‘ground,’ in line nineteen, 
| and insert the’ following: ‘ upon his paying to the Secretary of 
| the Treasury, the sum of three thousand dollars, as the price 
I ofsaid lot of land, in the manner hereinafter directed; 

| Was carried, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed, Soa 

f Abillto condemn lands for public use, and to remunerate 
Í the owner or owners thereof for the same; 

| Read second. time, and i 

Substitute offered by the select committee adopted. 

The question then was taken on the engrossment of the bill; 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

| AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, 
| Harrison, Huling, Lann, Latimer, Milier, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
t Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of B., Thatcher, Van 
| Ness, Van Zangt and Wright—2l. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Arnett, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Menefee, 
Murchison, Rogers, Thomas, Usher and Williamson—I[0. 
Carried, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. ° 

A bill for the relief of L. B. Outlaw; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Roberts, the House adjourned until 
| three o’clock, p. m. 
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TAREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, - 
The roll was called, and a quorum present, 
The House proceeded to business. 
| On motion of Mr. Roberts, the bill from the Senate conce; -- 
p Ng mail routes, ete., and postage, was taken up; 
{ Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment: 
į ‘From Nacogdoches to Greensboro’, via Williams’s Sett 
ment? Adopted. 
| Mr. Arnett offered the following amendment: 
| ‘From Liberty to Jasper, via Smithfield, Swartwout, Pa 
Clay’s and Zavala? Adopted. 
Mr. Shaw offered the following amendment: 
37 $ 
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‘From Independence to Nashville, via Mound Prairie, Fort 
Oldham, and Tenoxtitlan.’ Adopted. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following amendment: 

‘From Post Caddo, to Jonesboro’, via Epperson’s Ferry, 
Dekalb, Clarksville; from (larksville, to Fannin Court House, 
via Lexington, and Franklin’ The above in lieu of section 
six. Adopted. ` l 

Mr. Pillsbury offered the following amendment; 

‘ After Galveston and the route from Richmond, via Oro- 
zimbo, Columbia, Brazoria, Quintanna, Velasco, and San Luis, 
to Galveston.’ Adopted. 

Mr. Lann offered the following amendment: 

t From Velasco to Texana, via Cedar Grove, and Matagorda, 
once in two weeks.’ Adopted. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following amendment: 

So amend the 10th route as to read, ‘From Austin to Crock- 
ett, via Nashville, Franklin, Navisoto, and Alabama.’ 

Adopted. * 

Mr. Usher offered the following amendment to the eighth 
section: - 

After the word ‘Texana, insert‘ Linnville’ Adopted. 

Mr. Wright offered the following amendment to section first 

‘From Austin, to Victoria” Adopted. 

Mr. Thatcher offered the following amendment fo the eighth 
section: 

After the word ‘ Live Oak,’ insert ‘ Mission Refugio.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the bill with the amendments 
lie gn the table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Blow offered the following amendment to: section Brsi. 

‘And from Lagrange, to San Antonio, via Gonzales and 
Seguin.’ 

‘Strike out section fourth.’ Adopted. 

Mr. Huling offered the following amendment: 

‘From Jasper, to Yickman’s Ferry, on the Sabine river.’ — 
Adopted. i , 

The Speaker ordered the clerk tə call the rol], in conse 
quence of a quorum not voting. 

Quorum present. - 7 

Mr. Thomas offered ‘the folic wing amendment: 


+ 
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Strike out ‘ Jones’s im Fayette county,’ in ninth seetion, and 
insert ¢ Mill Creek, in Austin county.” Adopted. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the fol lowing-amendment: , 

Strike out the words “two weeks, and insert ‘once a week,‘ 
jn section second. Adopted. $ 
Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment: 
In third line of first section, strike out the word “ once,’ and 
| insert ‘ twice.’ ` Rejected. - 
| Mr. Johns offered the following amendment: oa 
‘From Myrtle Springs, to Fulton.’ Adopted. 
Mr. Thomas offered ‘the following amendment: - 
| Jn first section, after the word * Lagrange, insert «Mill 
| Creek? Adopted. 
| Mr. Menard moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Carried. 

A joint resolution regulating the post office department; 

Was read first time. 

Mr. Van Zandt chairman of the judiciary- committee, made 
the following report: ‘ 


| Thecommittee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a re- 
| solution, with instructions to report. a bil] reorganizing, the 
| several judicial districts, have had the same under considera- 
ton; and beg leave to report a bill in aceordance with sajd re- 


| solution, and recommend its passage. 
, I VAN ZANDT, a n. 


Which report was received, and 
| Bill to organize the several judicial districts, and abolish the 
| Seventh district; ; i 
| Was read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Wright offered the following amendment: 
That the bill be so amendéd as to give two weeks at Victoria. 
Adopted. . 

Mr. Miller offered the following amendment: 

That the bill be so amended as to read ‘two weeks at Gon: 
Zales? Adopted. 

Mc. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

‘Be it further enacted; That nothing in this act shall beso 
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construed as to prevent any judge to absent himself from the 
regular session of the supreme court.’ Adopted. 

‘The question then was taken: the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, the Clerk was instructed to trans. 
mit to the Senate. the bill for the relief of M. B. Lewis. 


A-bill to amend an act entitled an act to -incorporate-the city 
of Richmond and the towns of San Felipe de Austin, and La. 
grange, approved Nov. 18th, 1837; 

Read second time,.and ordered to be engrossed. 


A substitute offered by the committee on the state of the Re- 
public, to a joint resolution for the séttkement of the accounts 
of Government agents; 

Was read, and adopted, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill for the relief of Margaret Wright; 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to encourage frontier protection: 

Was read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Johns, was referred to a select committee: 
Mr. Johns,chairman. 

A bill to disband the regular army: 

Was read second time. s 


Mr. Menefee moved its reference to the -committee on the 
state of the Republic; 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
as follows: oo. 

AYES—WMessrs. Caldwell, Ensworth, Huling, Houston, 
Haynie, Lann, Latimer. Menefee, Murchison, Miller. Mayfield, 
Reily, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., and Thatcher—16. 

NAYS— Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow. Coles, Harrison, 
Johns, Pillsbury, Roberts, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and 
Williamson—12. 

Carried, and bill referred to.the committee on the state of 
the Republic. 


A message was received fram the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill providing the mode of appointing 
wreck masters, and prescribing their duties, with amendments. 

A bill better to define the boundaries of the county of Fort 
‘ond; 
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Was read, and substitute offered by the committee on dainty 

boundaries-was adopted. - 

Mr. Thomas moved thatthe bill be laid on the table. 

Lost, i 

| The question. then was taken: the bul was ordered to.be 
engrossed. 

A bill for the: relief of David Thomas; 

Was read second time. 

| Mr. Hayre moved that the blank in said bill be filled with 
the words ‘sixteen dollars. Carried. | 

| The questien then was taken: the bill was ordered to be 

| engrossed, 

| Joint resolution for the relief of John Beldin, was taken up, 

and on motion of Mr. Reily, 

Was laid on the table until called up. 


> 


| of the passage of a joint ressolntion making an appropriation 
| todefray the civil contingent expenses of Government; and 
| that they had suspended all rules, and requested the concur- 
| rence of the House in the same. 

| On motion, the above named resolution from the Senate was 
| taken up, and 

| Read first time, and 

On motion, rule suspended, and resolution 

Read second time, and, 

On motion, rule further ‘suspended, and resolution 

Read third time and passed. 

} Abill for the relief of George W. Hockley, as attorney in 
| fact for John Davis McNairy; 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

| The following communication from the ‘State Popareiiens 
| Was read: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Dec. 28, 1840. ? 
| To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


| _ Sir,—Lhave the honor to inform you that the resignation of 
the Hon. John T. Mills, Judge of the third judicial district of 
| 37" 


~ 


A message was received from the Senate informing the House - 
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the Republic of Texas, kas just been received at this Depart. 
ment, With great respect, sir, 
Ihave the honor to be, 
Your ebedient servant, 
JOSEPH. WAPLES, 
Acting Secretary of State, 


Resolution to go into the SPENSE ot District Judges, was 
taken up; 

The question now was taken on the adoption of the follow. 
ing amendments offered by the Senate, viz: 

Strike ontthe ‘5th January,’ and insert the- ‘20th Decem- 
ber, 1840, 

Strike out in the fifth line the word t reported’ 

Was lost, aud amendments rejected. 


Joint resolution authorizing the sale of lotsin the town of 
Calhoun; 


Read second time. 

The following amendment offered by the finance commit. 
tee, Viz: 

Stnke out t February,’ and insert t June? Was adopted. 

Mr. Menefee offered the following amendment, viz: 

Strike out in section first, the word ‘third,’ and insert the 
words ‘fourth and no more.’ Adopted, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Resolutions concerning adjournment: 

Read, and’ on motion, 

Were laid on the table until called up. 

Mr. Wright moved to adjourn until nine o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Lost. ` 

A bill appropriating the revenue received from direct taxa- 
tion, for the protection of certain frontier counties; 

Read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the blank was filled with the 
word § Galveston.’ 

On motion of Mr. Latimer the-bill was indefinitely postponed. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. H. Mosher; 

Read second time, 

The question then was taken on its engrossment. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus ; 
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AY &S—Messrs. Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Har- 
ison, Huling, Houston, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Miller, May- 
| feld, Porter, Reily, Shaw, Smith of B. Thatcher, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Wriliiamson—20. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Haynie, Murchison, 
| Menard, Pillsbury, Roberts, Thomas and Usher—9. 

| Carried, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

| Mr. Huling, by leave, introduced a joint resolution empow- 
| ering Maj. Gen. M. Hunt to raise a regiment of volunteer 
| troops, for the protection of the western frontier; 

| Read first time. 

Mr. Lann offered the following resolution, by leave: 

| Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
toinquire into the expediency of granting appeals from the 
| district courts to the supreme court, on all sums over fifty dol- 
| lars; and also the expediency of granting the right of appeal 
| from the decisions of probate judges to the district courts, on 
} allsums over twenty dollars, and report their deliberation to 
| this House. : 

| Adopted. 

| A bill to charter the Houston and Austin Turnpike Compa- 
| hy, was read by its caption, and 

¢ On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, was laid on the table until 
, to-morrow. i 

- Onmotion of Mr. Wright, the House adjourned until nine 
; O'Clock, to-morrow morning. 


aa 


Turspay, December 29, 1840. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members, answered 
to their names, viz: 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles. Ensworth, Grigs- 
by, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Latimer, Menefee, Mur- 
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thison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Ness, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Jesse C. Tannahill, 
praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Coles presented the petition of N. H. Greer, praying tor 
relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 


The committee on public lands, to which was referred the 
petition of Sam. Colin, 

Reported by a bill for his relief: 

Also, the petition of Martha Stanback, 

Reported by a bill for her reef; 

Also, the petition of Arthur Sherill, 

Reported Ly a bili for his renef; 

Which reports were received, and bills read first time. 

Also, the petition of Wm. Loiton, 

Reporied unfavorable to the prayer of the petitioner; 


W. N. PORTER, Charn. 
Which report was adopted. l 


The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill for the relief of those who have taken the benefit of the in- 
soivent laws of other countries, 

Reported unfavorable to the same : 

Also, a bijl to, release certain laud titles fram the condition 
that they shall never pass iuto mortmain, 

Reported unfavorable to the passage of the same; 

Also, a bill to repeal the eighth section of an act, entitled at 
act regulating the license and practice of attorneys, passed 23th 
January, 1839, 


Reported favorable thereon, and recommended the passage 
ofthe same; 

Also, a bill supplementary to an act, authorizing the issuing 
of duplicate land warrants, discharges, head rights, etc., 
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ofthesame; > . 5 . ; 
Also, a bill to repeal an act requiring the sheriff and other 
county officers to take the promissory notes of the government, 
and for other purposes, mest 

Reported the same back to the House with amendments, and 
recommended its passage. . 
Which reports were received and bills laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. i 
| Also, the petition of sundry citizens of the county ef Bexar, 
praying for a criminal or police coust in that county, 

Reported that they deemed it inexpedient to grant the prayer 
ofthe petitioners; = f - 

Which report and petition were on motion of Mr. Van Ness, 
re-referred to the committee on the judiciary. , 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of.the city of Houston, 
| praying for a repeal of a law passed atthe present session of 
| Congress, 
| Reported that they deemed it inexpedient and unconstitu- 
| tional to grant the prayer of the petitioners, and. asked leave to 
| be discharged from the further consideration of the same. 

I. VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 


| The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of James W. Smith, 

| Reported by a bill for his relief, and recommended its pas- 
| sage, | 
| Also, the petition of Patrick Sullivan, 

Reported by a bill for his relief and recommended its pas- 


sage, 
| P. USHER, Chair'n. 


Which reports were received, and bills read first time. 
The engrossing committee made the following report: 


House of REPRESENTATIVES, ? 
Dec. 29, 1840. $ 

| The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 

, a they haye examined the following bills and joint resolu- 

nons: f 


Reported favorable thereon, and recommended the passage - 
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A bill to be entitled an act to reorganize the séveral judi 
districts, and to aboitsh the seventh district; 

And an act to dispose of the public buildings in the city 
Austin; 

And an act to regulate public sales; 

Andan actto amend an act, organizing justices’ courts, an 
defining the powers and jurisdiction of the same; 

And a joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Con 
missioner of the general land office to issue patents to Samue 
Jones and Hugh McKean; 

And a bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Chief Justic 
of Milam county to have land appraised.and condemned fo 
public use, and to remunerate the owner or owners thereof 
tor the same; 

And a bill to be entitled an act to legalize the acts of the 
board-of Land Commissioners of Harrison county, 

And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. RULING, Chairn, 
Com. engrossed. bills. 


Which report was adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report. 


ComvurtrreE Room, 
Dec. 29, 1840. | 

‘The committee on enrolled bills Have examined the follow- 
ing acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled : : 

An act to exempt the citizens of West Columbia from the 
provisions of an act incorporating the town of Golumbia; 

An act to amend an act tu suppress gaming; 

An act fo legalize the official acts of Samuel Todd, and those 
who acted as his deputies, and for other purposes, etc.; 

An act to repeal certain acts therein named; 

An act declaring Sam. Houston Duckworth, legitimate; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Freeman George, late asses: 
sor for the county of Colorado; 

Joint resolution supplementary to a joint resolution, for the 
re of certain persons therein named, approved 22d January, 
2040; 


Joint resolution for the relief of William Scurlock; 
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Joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Cecil; 

joint resolution authorizing the President to employ three 
ycompanies for the western frontier. 

Said acts and joint resolutions, afier having been signed by 
e Speaker of the House, President pro tem. of the Senate, and 
dorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they originated in the House 
Represeutatives, were presented to the President tor his con- 
eration on the 24th inst., with the exception of the last above 
gitioned resolution, which was so presented on the 26th 


piant 
A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 


The select committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
fhos, B. Huling, 


Reported a bill for his relief. 
JAS. REILY, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill read frst time. 


| The select committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
ahn Woodruff, : 
Reported by a bill for his relief. 

JNO. P. COLES, Chair’n. 


| Whieh report was received, and bill read first time. 


| The select committee to whom was referred the petition of 
John W. Cole, 

| Reported by a bill for his relief. 
JOHN P. COLES, Chairn. 


| Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

| Mr. Miller offered the following resolution: 

| Resolved, ‘i hat his Excellency the President be, and he is 
Hereby requested, to lay before the House of Representatives 
ll the official insormation in his possession in relation to ‘the 
result of our negotiation with Great Britain. 

| Read first tme; and, ; Pak 
| On motion, the rule was suspended, requiring resolutions 
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asking information, to lay on the table one day for considen 
tion, and 

Resolution again read and adopted. 

The House proceeded to the business on the Speakers «! 
ble, and the ; 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Porter moved to take up the joint resolution relative t 
adjourning the session of the Supreme Court. 

Lost. 

Resolution offered by Mr. Harrison, altering a rule of the 
House; 

Was read and rejected. 

A bill to legalize the acts of the board of Land Commissioner 
of Harrison county; ` 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to reorganize the several judicial districts, and to 
abolish the seventh district; 

Read third time. 

Mr. Haynie moved a suspension of the rule which prohibits 
bills being amended on their third and final reading, 

Lost. 

The question then being taken, the bill passed. 

A bill to-dispose of the public buildings in the city of Austin; 

Read third time and passed. | 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the words ‘dispose of) in the 
caption of the bill, were struck out, and the word ‘rent,’ in- 
serted. 

A bill to regulate public sales, 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to amend an act organizing justices’ courts, and defin- 
ing the powers and jurisdiction of the same; 

Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Commissioner 
General of the land office, to issue patents to Sam. Jones and 
Hugh McKain; 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill authorizing the Chief Justice of Milam county, to 
have land appraised and condemned tor public use, and to re- 
munerate the owner or owners thereof; 

Read third time, and passed. 
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A bill better to define the county of Travis; 

Read second time, | 
And the three additional sections offered by the select com- 
mittee, to whom the bill had been referred, were adopted. . 
Mr. Van Ness moved that the bill be recommitted to the com- 
mittee on county boundaries. 
| Lost. 

The question then being taken, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the Franklin Association in the city of 
Houston; 
Read second time, and ordered tobe engrossed. 
| A bill to charter the Austin and Houston turnpike company, 
on itssecond reading. 
| The question being taken on the adoption of the substi- 
ute offered by the select committee, to whom the bill had been 
referred. 
| Upon which motion the ayes and nays were called for, 
and stood as follows: 
| AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Harrison, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Menefee, Murchi- 
sn, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of B, Thomas, Van 
Ness, Van Zandt, and Wright—20. 
; NAYS—Messrs. Augtstin, Grigsby, Lann, Latimer, Miller, 
Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, and Usher—10. 
| Carned, and substitute adopted. 
| Mr. Thomas offered the following amendment : 
| Strike out the words ‘J. Noessel,’ wherever it occurs, and in- 
ert "G. Noessel,’ 
| Adopted, i 
| On motion of Mr. Porter, the words ‘ninety-nine years, were 
Bituck out. 
| Mr. Thomas moved to insert ‘fifty years,’ 
| Lost. 
| On motion of Mr. Johns, the blank was filled with the wards 
twenty-five years.’ 
| The question now being taken on the engrossment of the bill, 
| The ayes and nays were calied for, and stood as follows: 
| AVES~—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
rth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
mimer, Menefee, Murchison, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, 
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Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt arg 
Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Arnett, Haigler, Miller, Peter 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw and Usher—9. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution empowering Maj. Gen, M. Hunt, to raise one 
regiment of volunteer troops, for the protection of the westem 
frontier; - 

Read second time. 

Mr. Reily moved to strike out the words ‘Major General Ņ, 
Hunt,’ and insert ‘Maj. General of the "Texas militia.’ 

On motion of Mr. Smith of B., the resolution was referred to 
the committee on the state of the republic. 

A bill to incorporate the Harrisburg Rail Road and Trading 
Company; 

Read second time, and - 

Referred to the committee on roads and bridges. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill confirming the use of 
occupation and enjoyment of the churches, church lots and 
mission churches, to the Roman Catholic congregations living 
near orin the vicinity of the same, was taken up, and 

Referred to the committee on the state of the Republic, wil 
instructions to report as soon as practicable. 

Mr. Van Ness, by leave, introduced a joint resolution to cot 
tinue the transportation of the mails for a limited ume; | 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the rule was suspended, arii 
the the resolution read second time. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to strike out the words ‘semi-weeky 
mails between Austin, and Houston, and Galveston,’ and insert 
‘mails on the mail routes, as at present fixed by law.’ 

Carried. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to strike out the words, ‘until otherwi 
directed by Congress, and insert, ‘until the adjournment of tl! 
present session of Congress.’ 

Carried. 

Mr. Williamson then moved a further suspension of the meg 

Carried; and , 

The bill was read third time, and passed; and ! 

On motion, the elerk was instructed to communicate Uq 
same to the Senate, : 
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Mr. Ifarrison, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
toestablish and incorporate Trinity Gollege; 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Shaw, by leave, introduced a joint resolution to provide 
for the better collection of monies due from delinquents, agents, 
and officers of the government; 

Read first time. 

A joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to 
settle the accounts of Hall and Bryan, late agents of the go- 
yernment; 

Was read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Porter, was referred to the committee on 
finance. e l : 


A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of purchasers of 
real estate, and to secure a compensation for improvements 
made thereon; 

Was read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, sas referred to the committee 
on the judiciary. 5 

A bill changing the name of certain persons therein men- 
tioned; oa 

Read second time, and - 

| Ordered to be engrossed. 
| A joint resolution for the relief of A. J. Davis; 
Read second time, and 
Ordered to be engrossed. 
A joint resolution regulating the Post Office department, was 
read by its caption, and 
Referred to the committee on post offices and post roads. 
A joint resolution for the relief of James R. Martin; 
Was read, and 
Ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill for the relief of Bridget Fadden; 
Was read second time, and 
Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to repeal the first, second, and fourth sections of an 
act to provide for the return of surveys for the collection of 
government dues on land, and for other purposes; i 

Was read, and 

Referred to the committee on finance. 
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A joint resolution for the relief of the Postmaster General, 
first and second Auditors and Treasurer, 

Read third time, and passed. 

A biil to repeal a certain part of an act, entitled an act to Jo. 
cate a road from-Washington to Sabine river, and to amend the 
same, 

Was read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill granting two Austin city lots to the grand lodge of 
Free Masons, 
Was read second time. 


Mr. Mayfield moved its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment: 

‘As may become vacant on the 1st day of March, 1841, 
Which was adopted. 


Upon the question on the indefinite postponement, the ayes 
and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, 
Hill, Menefee, Murchison, "Mayfield, Pilisbury, Reily, Roberts, 
Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and Wiiliamson—16, 

NAYS—Messrs, Speaker, Blow, Ensworth, Harrison, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Miller, Porter, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher and Van Ness 
al. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved the bill lie on the table. 

Lost. 


Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

‘Also, that three lots be given to the Catholic Church.’ 

Mr. Thomas offered the following amendment, as a substitute 
for the one offered by Mr. Mayfield: 

‘To donate two lots to each religious denomination that may 
wish to build a church in this city? 

Mr. Barnett moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing to 
indefinitely postpone the bill. 

Carried. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

‘That the provisions of this act shall extend to Sweden- 
bergians, Armenians, Live Forevers, Universalists, Harmonites, 
Owenites, Seceders, Equal Fellows, Odd Fellows, Seven Day 
Baptists, Quakers, Shakers, Turks, Infidels and Indians. 


~ 
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| Mr. Kaufman moved that-the bill be postponed, until the 1st 
| day of June next. - 
| Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stoed 


F thus: 

|  AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
| Coles, Grigsby, Haigler, Menefee, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Roberts, 
| Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and Van Zandt 
| —18. 

| NAYS—NMessrs. Harrison, Huling, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
| Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Reily, Smith of B., 
| Wright and Williamson—13. 

| The bill was postponed until the first day of June next. 

| Qn motion of Mr. Wright, the House adjourned until ten 
| o'clock, to-morrow morning, 


WEDNESDAY, Dec. 30, 1849. 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following Members answered to 
their names, viz : . 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigs- 
by, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill for the relief of Richard J. Wood- 
ward; 

Also, a bill for the relief of E. R. Kellet; 

Also, a biil for the relief of B. M. Carr and Hail Barton; 


Also, a joint resolution for the relief of M. B, Shackleford 
and Wm. Isaacs; 
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Also, a joint resolution to continue the transportation of the 
mails for a limited time; 

Also, a bill for the relief of setters residing near the boundary 
line of the United States of the North; 

Also, a bill as to the payment ‘of taxes in the frontier 
counties; 

And, also, a joint resolution respecting an act to incorporate 
the towns of Comanche and Waterloo; 

And, also, that the Senate had receded from the following 
amendment made by them, to a resolution to go into the elec- 
tion of district judges, viz: to strike out the ‘5th J anuary, 
1841, and insert 29th December; and that they adhered to the 
amendment to strike out the word ‘reported, in the fifth Jine: 
and had appointéd a committee of conference on the same, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Potter, Daingerfield and Moore, and re- 
quested the appointment of a like committee on the part of the 
House. 

Mr. Smith of B., presented the petition of N. Richardson 
praying relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Joseph W. Wood, 
praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
comnts. 

Mr. Reiley presented the petition of John Weston, praying 
for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Also, the petition of Lavina Tucker, a free woman of color, 
praying for the privilege of remaining in the Republic; 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Thomas presented the petition of Q. Blair, praying fora 
donation of land for the purpose of encouraging the Stock Asso- 
ciation, etc.; 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs, Murchison, Thomas, Haigler, Reily and Haynie. 


The committee on the judiciary, to which was referred the 
petition of John Good, 


Reported that they deemed it inexpedient to grant the prayer 
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| ofthe petitioner, and beg leave to be discharged from the fur- 
| ther consideration of the same. 

|} Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Refugio county, pray- 
| ing for the extension of the magistrates jurisdiction, and the 
; regulation of the trials of criminals, 

| Reported that they deemed it inexpedient and unconstitu- 
| tonal to grant the prayer of the petitioners, 

| Which reports were adopted. 

| Also, a joint resolution adjourning the session of the supreme 
| court, 

| Reported that they deemed it inexpedient to pass said re- 
| solution, and recommend its indefinite postponement. 

| Also, a bill to amend an act, which provides the mode of 
| taking testimony by interrogatories, and to provide a mode for 
| taking depositions, 

| Reported the same back to the House with amendments, and 
| recommended its passage. 

L VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


| Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table to 
| come up among the orders of the day. 


| The committee on the state of the Republic, Menefee chairn, 
f towhom was referred the petitions of Henry Lynch and An- 
| drew Bell, free persons of color, asking the privilege of re- 
| maining in the Republic, 
| Reported unfavorable to the prayers of the petitioners. 
Also, an act for the relief of Henry Tucker, 
| Reported that they deem it inexpedient to grant any free per- 
į son of color the privilege of remaining in the Republic, and 
f asked to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
| bill. i 
| _ Also, a bill to incorporate the Texas and Rio Grande Trad- 
| ng Company, 
| Reported the same back to the House, and asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same, as there is a 
$ general bill before the House, that provides for the same. 
| Which reports were adopted. 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Sarah Alway, 


| _ Reported the same back to the House, and recommended 
{£ lls passage, 
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Also, a bill to autherize B. F. Smith to emancipate certain 
negroes therein named, 

Reported the same back to the House with an amendment, 
and recommended the passage of the bill. 

Also, a bill to regulate weights and measures throughout the 
Republic:} 

Also, a bill to organize a part of the county of Montgomery, 
for judicial and other purposes; 

éjso, a bill to make provision for the Vice President, while 
performing the duties of President; 

‘Also, a bill to create and establish a government stock fund, 
for the protection of individual enterprize; 

Also, a bill confirming the use and enjoyments of the churches, 
church lots, and Mission Churches, to the Roman Catholic 
congregations living near or in the vicinity of the same; 

Reported favorable on the same, and recommended ther 

assage. 

A bill to regulate the clerical department of the House of 
Representatives, and for other purposes, 

Reported unfavorable to the passage of the same. 

Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of the county of Harms, 
praying to be incorporated into a body called the German 
Union for Texas, 

Reported by a bill to incorporate the German Union fo! 
Texas. 

Also, the petition of V/m. S. Wallace, 

Reported by a bill for his relief; 

Which reports were received. and bills read first time. 

Also, the petition of George Fisher and his associates, asking 
relief, 

Reported, that in their opinion, the petitioners have present: 
ed their petition to the wrong place, as it should be presented 
to the leaders of the FeJeral party in Mexico, whenever they 
may succeed in restoring the constitution of eighteen hundred 
and twenty-four; ani that in the opinion of the committee, th 
government has nothing to do with the matter contained in the 
petition; they, therefco.e, return said petition and accompany: 
ing documents, and recommend the petitioners to present the 
claims to the Repulnic of Mexico for relief. 
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Which report was laid on the table, and the petition and do- 
| cuments accompanying, were, 
On motion of Mr. Reily, re-referred to a select committee, 
| consisting of Messrs. Reily, Huling, Menard, Latimer and 
l Williamson. 
| A messrge was received from his excellency, the President, 
| through the hands of his private Secretary, William H. San- 
| dusky. 
| The committee on public lands, to which had been referred 
| the petition of G. W. Barnett, attorney in fact for the widow 
and heirs of Thomas F. Edwards: 
Reported by o bill for his relief. 

` W. N. PORTER, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 


| The select committee, to whom was referred a bill to better 
| define the boundaries of the county of Galveston: 

| Reported the same back to the House with an additional sec- 
tan and recommended its passage. 

M. B. MENARD, Chairn, 


| Which reports were received and bills laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 
| The engrossing committee made the following report : 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 30, 1840. ? 

| The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 

í that they have examined the following bills and joint resolu- 

í tions: 

| Abill to be entited an act for the relief of Thomas G. Gor- 

don. And 

| Abill to be entitled an act authorizing the digesting the laws 

ot the Republic. And 

, A Dill for the relief of George W. Hockjey, attorney in fact 

 forJohn Lewis McNairy. And 

| Ajoint resolution authorizing the sale of lots in the town of 

í Calhoun. And 

; Abill to be entitled an act for the relief of Seth Sheldon. And 

A joint resolution for the relief ot J.C. Nal. And 
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A bill to amend an agt entitled an act to incorporate the citj 
of Richmond, and the towns of San Felipe de Austin and La 
grange, approved Nov. 18th, 1837. And i 

A bill better to define the boundary line between the countie 
of Matagorda and Victoria. And 

A jont resolution for the relief of John H. Finch. And 

A bill the bztter to define the boundaries between the coun! 
ties of Austin and Fort Bend. And 

A bili to erganize a certain part of the county of Liberty fo 
judicial and other purposes. And 

A joint resolution for the settlement of the accounts of Gol 
vernmentagents. And 

A bill for the relief of David Thomas. And 

A bill for the relief of L. B. Outlaw. And 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Wm. H. Mosher 

And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 


THOS. B. HULING, Chairman, 


Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Smith of B., by leave, introduced a joint resolution 
granting privileges to the Armory, for the purposes therem 
named; 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a bill granting certain pow- 
ers to justices courts; 

Which was read first time. 

The following communication from his excellency, the Pre. 
sident, together with the accompanying documents, were reat: 


EXECUTIVE ee in 
Austin, Dec. 29, 1840. 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Sir,—In compliauce with a resolution of the House of Re 
presentatives, this moment received, I transmit to you, copy 0 
a letter received on the evening.of the 27th instant, from Ger 
James Hamilton, dated London, Nov. 6th. 

This letter is not strictly ‘oficial? but as it contains inteli 
gence of interest, it affords me pleasure to transmit its most im $ 
portant contents to the representatives of the people. 
DAVID G. BURNET. 
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0n motion, the above communication and documents were 
ion the table until called up. 

Mr. Menard, by leave, introduced a bill entitled an act asan 
ition to the fifth section, and adding two additional sections 
anact entitled an act for the incorporation of the city of 
veston; 

Read first time. 

Joint resolution authorizing the sale of lots in the town of 
houn; 

Was read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for settlement of the accounts of Govern- 
nt agents; 

Read third time. 

Mr. Williamson moved its indefinite postponement. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 
AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Coles, Grigs- 
y, Houston, Johns, Murchison, Menard, Pillsbury, Rogers, 
aw, Van Zandt and Williamson—14. 

NA YS—Messrs. Caldwell, Ensworth, Huling, Haynie, Lat- 
mer, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Smith 
{B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness Wright—-17 

The motion was lost. 

The ayes and nays on the final passage of the bill were 
alled for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Huling, Hay- 
ne, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Smith 
€B, Thomas, Thatcher, Nan Ness and Wright—16. 

NAYS —-Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Coles, Harri- 
wn, Houston, Johns, Murchison, Menard, Pillsbury, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Usher, Van Zandt and Willimson— 16. 

There being a tie, the motion was lost; 

A bill to organize a part of the county ‘of Liberty for judicial 
ind other purposes; 

Was read third time. Á 

Mr. Reily moved its reference to the committee on county 
boundaries, 

| Lost, 

| The question then was taken: the bill passed. 

A bill for the relief of T. G. Gordon; | 
Was read third time, and passed, i 


— 
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The select committee, to whom was referred a bill to inco. 
porate the Harrisburg Rail Road and Trading Company. 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended i 


passage. 
JNO. P. COLES, Chair'n, 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citi. 
zens of Houston county, praying for the formation of a judicia! 
district in the same; 

Which was referred to the committee on county boundaries, 

Mr. Coles asked leave of absénce, which was granted. 

Mr. Latimer moved to take up a bill adopting measures of 
offensive war against Mexico. 

Mr. Van Ness moved to amend by making it the special order 
of the day for tu-morrow, at eleven o’clock. 

Carried. 

A bill better to define the boundaries of the eounty of Fori 
Bend; 

Read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Houston, by leave, introduced a joint resolution cor 
cerning the territory of the Republic; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following amendment: 

‘ Be it further resolved, That this resolution take effect from 
and after its passage.’ Adopted, 

Mr. Yan Ness moved that it be made the special order of the 
day for Monday next. ; 

Mr. Mayfield moved that it be referred to the committee ot 
the state of the Republic, with instructions to report on Mon- 
day next; 

Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Van Ness, and 
motion carried. 

Mr. Houston, by leave, presented the petition of J. Pinckney 
Henderson, prayit-g for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

A bill authorizing the digesting the laws of the Republic; 

Read third time and passed, 
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A bill for the relief of Wm. H. Mosher; 
Read third time and passed. 
Abill for the relief of Seth Sheldon; 

Read third time and passed. - 
| Joint resolution for the relief of J. H. Finch; 

Read third time and passed, 

A bill for the relief of George W. Hockley, attorney in fact 
(John Lewis McNairy; 

Read third time and passed. . 
Abil! for the relief of David Thomas; . 
Read third time and passed. _ 

Joint resolution for the relief of J. C. Neil; 
Read third time, and passed. 


| Adopted, and the following committee appointed by the 
speaker, Messrs, Yan Zandt, Harrison, Haynie, Shaw and 


| Mr. Mayfield offered the following resolution: 

| Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a committee of this 
ouse, to be denominated the committee of general relief and 
secial privileges, to whom shall be referred all bills granting 
the same, 

| Rejected. 

, Abill for the relief of L. B. Outlaw; 

; Read third time, and passed. 

| Abill to amend an act to incorporate the city of Richmond, 
ad towns of San Felipe de Austin and Lagrange; 

| Read third time, and passed. 

| Abill to complete the organization of the Militia; 

| Was read first time. l 

| A bill providing the mode of appointing wreck masters, was 
uken up, and the question was taken on the adoption of the 
following amendments from the Senate, viz: 

| Strike out ‘ chief justice? and insert ‘the collectors of the 
veral collectorial districts: 

| Was lost, and amendments rejected. 
| Mz. Mayfield moved to take up a bill in reference to the Ro- 
man Catholic churches; - a 
| Carried, and bill read second time. 
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Mr. Harrison offered the following amendment: 

Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be so constry 
as to give a title to any lands except the lots upon which ti 
churches are situated, which shall not exceed fifteen acres, 

Adopted. 

Mr. Van Ness moved to strike out the ‘church of the Alam 

Adopted. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following amendment: 

‘Be it furthef enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Seq 
tary of the Treasury to have alot selected, and a church bui 
thereon in each of the above named places for the use oft 
Methodist, Episcopal, Presbyterian, the Cumberland Prest 
terian, and the Babtist churches. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Blow offered the following amendment: 

Strike out the ‘ Mission of Conception” Rejected. 

Mr. Mayfieid moved the suspension of the rule that thet: 


might be placed on its third reading. , 
Carried. 


The ayes and nays were called for on the final passage o 
the bill, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Caldwell 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Lam 
Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury 
Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson—3l. 

be uaa Haynie, Johns, Latimer, and Thom, 
as—A, 

Mr. Thatcher moved a call of the House. 

Carried, and roll called. 
ae Reily moved a further call of the House be dispensi 
with. 

Lost, and sergeant-at-arms dispatched for absentees, 

Mr. Haynie gave notice that himself ahd others would ofi 
their protest against the passage of the bill as far as relates! 
the House refusing to adopt the amendment of Mr. Blow, 
strike out the + Mission of Conception,’ 

Mr. Houston presented the petition of Memucan Hunt and! 
inckney Henderson, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and account 


~ 
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The following communication from the Minister of the U. 
ates, near this Government, was read: 


— 


LEGATION OF THE U. STATES, 
City of Austin, Dec. 30, 1840, ? 
Tothe Hon. Speaker, 
of the House of Representatives: 

Sir, —Permit me most respectfully to say to you, and through 
yuto the honorable gentlemen over whom you preside, that 
tie Library of the Legation of the United States to the Republic 
of Texas is at your command, whenever you think proper to 
use if. 

With sentiments of great respect for you and the honorable 
members of the House of Representatives, [ subscribe myself, 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 


GEO. H. FLOOD. 


Mr. Menard moved that the thanks of the House be given 


to Hon. Geo. H. Flood. 


Carried. 
On motion of Mr. Mayfield the House adjourned until ten 


| O'clock, to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, December 31, 1840. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

| "The roll was called, and the following members answered 
| fo their names, viz : f 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigs- 
| by, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Mur- 
chison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Rogers, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, VanNess, Wright 


| and Williamson. 
A quorum present; 
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The House proceeded to business. 
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
Mr. Thatcher presented the petition of Samuel Hews, pray. 
ing for relief; 
“Which was referred to the committee on elaims and ac. 
counts. 
Mr. Lann presented the claims of J. W. E. Wallace against 
this Republic; 
Which were referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 


Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act enti. 
tled an act to incorporate the city of Austin; 
Which was read first time. 


Mr. Caldwell presented the petition of Thomas B. Huling, 
praying for relief; 
Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 


The enrolling committee made the following report. 


CommITTEE Room, 
Dec. 31, 1840. ° 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow. 
ing bills and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, viz : 

A bill to define in part the duties of District Judges: 

Also, a bill to extend to those persons who served in the 
campaign against San Antonio, in the fall of 1835, a donation 
of land: ` 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of James Reily: 

Also, a bill for the relief of B. M, Carr and Hail Barton: 

Also, a bill for the relief of Richard J. Woodward: 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Norman Woods, 

Said bills and joint resolutions having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President of 
the Senate, and endorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they origi- 
nated in the House of Representatives, the same were presented 
to the President for his consideration on the 30th instant. g 


A. 8. ENSWORTH, Chair'n, 
Which report was adopted. a 
The engrossing committeg made the following report : 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 31, 1840. 

The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 

that they have examined the following bills and joint resolu- 


ons; : 
A bill to be entitled an act to repeal a certain part of an act 
| tg locate a road from Washington to Sabine river. 
| A bill for the relief of James R. Martin. 
A joint resolution for the relief of Andrew Jackson Davis. 
A bill to change the names of certain persons therein named: 
A bill to incorporate the Franklin Association in the city 
| of Houston. Si 
A bill to charter the Houston and Austin Turnpike Company. 
A bill the better to define the county of Travis. And 
A bill for the relief of Bridget Fadden. 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 


| The select committee, to which was referred the following 
| named bills, viz: 
A bill to direct and regulate proceedings in reference to lands 
| which have been forfeited and escheated. 
| A bill to carry into effect the provisions of the 10th section 
| ofthe general provisions of the Constitution, and to prepare for 
| the final adjustment of land titles. l 
| Abi) declaring certain portions of the public domain es- 
| cheated, and regulating the locations thereof. 
| Abill to provide for the investigation of escheated and for- 
feited lands, and direct the manner of disposing of the same. 
| And also, a bill to quiet the land titles within the twenty fron- 
tier leagues bordering on the United States ot the North; 
Reported two bills as substitues for the same, viz: 
A bill to provide for the investigation of escheated and for- 
feited lands, and direct the manner of disposing of the same. 
And a bill to quiet the land titles within the twenty frontier 
leagues bordering on the United States of the North. 
JAS. S. MAYFIELD, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bills Jaid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 
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Mr. Williamson moved that the above report, and bills offer. 
ed as substitutes be printed. 

Lost. a 

A message was received from the President, by the hands of 
his private secretary, Wm. H. Sandusky, Esq. 


A minority of the select committee, to which was referred the 
several bills, ın reference to land matters, 

Reported the bill to quiet the land titles within the twenty 
frontier leagues bordering on the United States of the North, 
back to the House without amendment, and recommended its 
passage. 

Signed A. H. LATIMER. 
G. W. HILL. 
C. R. JOHNS. 
WM. N. PORTER. 
JAMES SHAW. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


The committee on post offices and roads, to which was refer- 
red a joint resolution regulating the Post Office Department, 
Reported a bill supplementary, ete., ete., to acts regulating 
the Post Office Department, as a substitute for the same, and 
recommended its passage. Í 
I, VAN ZANDT, 
One of the committee. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 
. Messrs. Haynie and Thomas, availing themselves of the 
constitutional privilege allowed them, offered the following 
protest, viz. 


We protest against the passage of the law confirming to the 
Catholic Church certain missions, because we believe it to be 
contrary to the thirteenth declaration of rights of the constitu- 


tion of Texas. 
S. Q. HAYNIE. 
N. THOMAS. 
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The following communication from his Excellency the Pre- 
ident, together with the accompanying documents of Major 
eneral Felix Houston’s plan of defensive war, and the letters 
fCol. John N. Seguin and Mr. James Campbell, were read. 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Dec. 30, 1840. i 
To the Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 

Gentlemen—After all the diversified intelligence we have 
received, it seems to me that nothing short of a wilful adherence 
terror, can prevail to resist the conviction that the enemy are 
preparing to invade us. If we persevere much longer in our 
incredulity, and omit the necessary efforts to place the country 
jn a defensible condition, the time may shortly come when the 
desolated settlements of the west, will exhibit lamentable testi- 
monials of the pertinacity of the present Congress. 

We are deficient in many of the essential materials of war. 
Our supply of ammunition is limited, and inadequate to a pro- 
acted campaign. Weare destitute of horses for cavalry pur- 
poses, and the enemy will doubtless muster largely of this ac- 
tive and efficient force. Our field artillery is ata point, where 
tis and will be, perfectly inutile; and we are without the 
means of transporting it to the probable-theatre of actiou. Pro- 
Visions, camp equipages, and many articles which are necessary 
to the comfort of soldiers in the tented field, are wanting, and 
we have no means for their procurement. ‘These are unpropl- 
tious circumstances to a people threatened with formidable in- 
vasion, - i 

I am not insensible to the many embarrassments which sur- 
rund us: to the distressing depreciation of our circulating 
medium; the pervailing derangements of the monetary system 
throughout the world, nor to the disastrous influence they exert 
upon our credit abroad, and even upon our little domestic ar- 
langements. But shall a brave people be bowed down and 
cower, under the embarrassments resulting from such versa- 
tile circumstances? Let us examine ourselves, and see if some 
of these evils have not been induced by our own supineness. 
Nearly five years have elapsed since the victory of San Ja- 
Cinto gave illusory hopes of peace and independence to ‘Texas. 
During that period, we have essayed by the arts of a fictitious 
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and precarious peace, to advance ourcountry. And how hag 
she been advanced? A small, comparatively very small in. 
crease of population has accrued to us: a small increment has 
also been made in the value of our exports, and enormous ag. 
cessions to our imports. Our fertile lands, instead of risin 
with rapid progression, have depreciated in value, and millions 
of uncuitivated acres are wasting their luxuriance on the air, 
We have emitted our bills of credit, and when first uttered, they 
answered the wholesome purposes of a circulating medium; 
but what is their value now? A little longer indulgence of our 
inertness, will render them totally valueless. We have been 
flattered with the prospect of negotiating a foreign loan, and 
our estimable Commissioners for this purpose, have been long 
and assiduously laboring to effect it. It isa desideratum which 
no intelligent patriot would reject: but if it be unattainable, we 
must labor, and if so be, suffer the more; and accomplish our 
glorious destinies without it, I hold it to be indubitable, that 
unless a loan shall have been effected before the news of the 
threatened invasion shall reach the shores of Europe, all hope 
of its present accomplishment will be vain and futile, and we 
must do without it, what would be done, perhaps, with more 
facility, but certainly with less of glory, with it. 

Shall we then slumber on in this quiescent state, which has 
neither the tranquility and assurance of peace, nor the stirring 
circumstances of war, and relax all our energies until the body 
corporate shall become positively enervate, and the irreclaima 
ble victim of paralysis? “There is a tide in the affairs of men, 
which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune,” is the sentiment 
of a poet whose genius penetrated the secret springs of human 
action, with a precision little short of divination, And are there 
not strong indications that such a tide in the affairs of "Texas, 
has already commenced its flood? Let us then prepare to selz 
the propitious moment of its consummation. ‘hat tide, seem- 
ingly, designed to pour a flood of desolation over our land, may 
be converted into the means of securing peace, prosperity and 
extended dominion to our country. Let us seize it, therefore, 
and rolling back its portentious current, ride triumphantly upon 
its waves, until we shall plant the standard of the single stal 
on the summit of the Siera del Madre. 

By an informal communication from Gen. James Hamilton, 
dated the 6th November, and received on the evening of the 


389 


oth inst., extracts from which are transmitted, I am advised 
that in all probability a treaty of recognition, amity and com- 
merce, has, before this, been negotiated with Great Britain. 
That treaty, or an understanding collateral to it, will contem- 
plate an “immediate and effective mediation of England, for a 
pacification of Texas and Mexico.” ’ 

To a superficial observation, the prospect of so powerful an 
intervention might offer flattering reasons why we should in- 
termit further preparations for war. Tomy mind it furnishes 
additional reasons for prompt and efficient preparation. ‘Those 
who know the peculiar character of the Mexican government 
and people; their consummate national ‘vanity, which, in its 
practical influences, is equivalent to an utter ignorance of their 
own capabilities and those of other nations; will perceive strong 
reasons to suspect that the proffered mediation will be rejected 
by that government. Should this be the case, what then will 
le the obvious and imperative policy of Texas? Clearly to be 
prepared to embark on the flood tide of events, and to consum- 
mate her proud destinies by a prompt and decisive movement. 
Without adequate preparation, such a movement cannog be 
made, and our neglected fortunes will again be subject to the 
studied tardiness of Mexican diplomacy. 

{tis not, in my apprehension, every little eccasion of quarrel 
hat will justify the waging of an offensive war. But, if ever 
jusifying circumstances did exist between belligerent nations, 
such, emphatically, are those which characterize the past and 
present conduct of our enemy. Still I do not design to recom- 
mend to the honorable Congress, the immediate disbursement 
olalarge amount of our depreciated bonds, for the purpose of 
waging such a war. The materials directly required, are such 
wold be useful and properly appertinent to the country, 
even should the contemplated mediation prove “ effective.” 
Texas, supposing her at peace with Mexico, may expect for 
some years to encounter occasional predatory incursions from 
the half brutalized savages who roam our frontier. To sup- 
press these, munitioms of war are always necessary, and surely 
the suppression of Indian depredations, is, and will bea sacred 
duty of the government. 

The establishment of a colony of brave and active yeomanry 
war the inland frontier, with suitable precautions which shall 
pene the certain and uninterrupted jurisdiction of the go- 
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vernment, would greatly contribute to the protection pi o 
borders from the Indian tomahawk; as it will also operate 
restrain the inherent animosities of ont’ Mexican neighhy 
who will not fail in years to come, to indulge the most sing 
jealonsies of our growing Republic. 
if such settlements may be effected without incurring ag 
proportionate pecuniary sacrifice. (and when, effected, can 
certainly heid in just subordination io the laws of the land} 
prudential foresight wouid seem to approve them. Butlsuly 
the accompany propositions telafive to this subject, presen 
by Major Gen. Felix Huston, more for the purpose of elici 
the mature judgment of the Congress, than from an entire 
viction of their practicability, or of their propriety and u 
fulness, if iound practicable. Much may be said in favor 
whereas there are some serious objections to the project, 
doubt not the wisdom ot Congress, wil! detect the just balent 
and determine upon that which is most expedient and adr 
be. That the early occupation of the territory adjacent to 
Rio Grande, will be a matter of great moment, in the event 
a treaty with Mexico, is most evident; and if is a quesi 
worthy of enquiry, whether the ordinary ingress of populati 
will accomplish that object within a convenient season. A 
perinduced population, to be planted there, would more cl 
tainiy effectuate it. 
But 1 wili remark to the honorable Congress, that whater 
may be their views in regard to offensive operations, the sane 
duty of providing for the defence of the country, is so plain 
paramount, that no peculiarity of temperament, and no vin 
lence of party spirit, ought to be permitted to interpose asin?! 
adverse suggestion. ifthe enemy invade us, he must be si 
pelled—-whether the repulsion shali be followed up with e 
erzy and effect, or shall be succeeded by an ill-advised anit 
sidious armistice, and an unavailing treaty, is for the adm 
ished spirit of a Texian Congress to determine. 
DAVID G. BURNET. 
On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the above commmnication cf 
Excellency, and the accompanying documents, were referred 
select committee, consisting of Messrs. Mayfield, Blow, t 
Zandt, Miller, Houston, Pillsbury, Usher, Porter, Menefee, bal 
imer and Reily. 
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The House proceeded to the business on the Speakers ta- 
le, and the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Abill tocharterthe Houston and Austin Turnpike Company 

Read tbird time. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the rule was suspended that 
prohibits bills being amended on their third and final reading. 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following additional section as an 
amendment, viz: 

‘Be it further enacted, That said Turnpike shall be com- 
menced within twelve months,and completed within five years, 
aherwise this charter shall be null and void,’ 

Adopted 

The question now being taken, the bill passed. 

A bill the better to define the county of Travis; 

Read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Yan Zandt, a bill to authorize and require 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office to commence the 
issuing of patents, and for other purposes, was taken up on its 
second reading. 

Mr. Murchison offered the following amendment: 

Strike out in section third, the words ‘ five dollars; and in- 
sett ‘twenty dollars,’ 

A division of the question being called for, the question to 

strike out ‘ five dollars’ was carried. 
Mr. Menefee offered the following amendment to Mr. Mur- 
chison’s amendment to fill the blank with ‘twenty dollars,’ viz: 
‘For each patent for league and labor twenty dollars; for 
any less amount and over one third of a league, fifteen dollars; 
for one third or less, ten dollars Texas treasury notes.’ 

Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Murchison. 

Mr, Mayfield offered the following amendment to Mr. Men- 
efee’s amendment, viz: 

_ Strike out * Texas treasury notes, and insert ‘par funds, or 

its equivalent in promissory notes of this Government! 

i The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and stood 
us: 

AY#S—Messrs.-Blow, Ensworth, Haynie, Menard, Miller, 
Mayfield, Wright and Wrilliamson—8, 

NAYS—Messrs, Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Caldwell, Grigs- 
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by, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Mene. 
fee, Murchison, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Smith of B-, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and Van 
Zandt—24. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The question then being taken on Mr. Menefee’s amend. 
ment. : , 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messsr. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Houston, Hay- 
nie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Smith of B., Thomas, Van Ness, Wright and 
Williamson—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Grigsby, Har- 
rison, Huling, Johns, Latimer,Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Thatcher, Usher and Van Zandt—15. 

Carried; and amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the bill and amendments were 
laid on the table until Wednesday next. 


The select committee to which was referred the account of 
John T. Martin, sheriff of Houston county, 
Reported by a bill for his relief. . 


G. H. HARRISON, Chairn, 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 


The select committee, to which wds referred the petition of 
George Fisher, on behalf of himself and his associates, mem 
bers of the.expedition against Tampico, in November, 1835, 

Reported by a joint resolution forthe relief of the members 
of the expedition against Tampico, in November, 1835. 

, JAS. REILY, Chairn. 

Which report was received, and joint resolution read first , 
time. l l 


On motion of Mr, Van Zandt, the House adjourned until 
three o’clock,’p. m, 


l THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

$ 

The House met, z 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, a joint resolution for the relief of 
Sylvanus Hatch, was taken up. 

The following amendments were made by the Senate, viz: 
In the fifth line, strike out ‘five thousand three hundred and 
thirty-nine dollars and thirty-five cents,’ and insert in lieu there- 
of ‘one thousand seven hundred and forty-six dollars and thir- 
teen cents? also, add atthe end of the word Republic, ‘Provided 
that the above sum be in full of all demands that said Hatch 
may have against this Republic, previous to the passage of 
this act! 


The question being taken, the amendments of the Senate ` 


were concurred in by the House, 

Mr. Latimer moved to take up the bill to quiet the land 
tiles within the twenty frontier leagues bordering on the 
Umted States of the North. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to amend the motion by adding, ‘also 
the bill to provide for the investigation of escheated and for- 
feited lands, and direct the manner of disposing of the same.’ 

Rejected. 

The question then being taken on Mr. Latimer’s motion, was 
carried, and bill taken up. 


Mr. Mayfield moved to make the bill the special order of the ` 


day for Monday next. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr,,Latimer, the bill was made the special or- 
der of the day for Saturday next. - 

A joint resolution to adopt measures of-offensive war against 
Mexico, being the special order of the day, was now taken 
up, and 

On motion of Mr. Reily, was referred to the select committee, 
Mr. Mayfield, chairman, to which had been referred the com- 
munication of his Excellency the President, in the morning. 

A bill to repeal a certain part of an act, entitled an act to lo- 
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vate a road from Washington to Sabine river, and to amend the 
same; 

Read third time, and passed, 

-On motion of Mr. Mayfield, a bill to complete the organiza. 
tion of the mifitia, was taken up, and 

Read second time. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following additional section asap 
amendment, viz: 

‘Be it f urther enacted, that hereafter the county of Harrison 
shall be included in the third brigade, and the counties of 
Bowie, Red River, Lamar, Fannin “and Harrison, shall each 
constitute one regiment.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Thomas offered the following additional section, by way 
of amendment, viz: 

‘Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary of State, to have published, this law, together with all others 
on this subject, now in force, in pamphlet form; and that a copy 
of the same shall be furnished to every commissioned officer in 
the Republic? 

Adopted. 

Mr. Haynie offered the following additional on for an 
amendment, viz: 

‘Be it farther enacted, that the Col. Commandants shall have 
power to fill any vacancies in their regiments of the grade of 
captain, in cases of draft, when such officers refuse to perform 
their duties.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and stood 
thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Cald well, Haynie, 
Lann, Latimer, Mencfee, Murchison, Mayfield, Reily, Thomas, 
Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—14, 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Easworts, Grigsby, Huling, 
Houston, Johns, Menard, ‘Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of B., Thatcher and Williamson—16. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The. question then being taken, the bill passed to a third 
reading. 

A bill to incorporate the Franklin Association in the city of 
Houston, 

Read third time. ‘ 
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On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rule was suspended that 
prohibits hills being amended on their third and final reading. 

On motion of Mr. Wan Zandt, the words ‘perpetual succes- 
sion,’ were struck out. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved fo insert ‘fifty years.’ 

Lost. 

Mr. Thomas moved to insert ‘thirty-three years? Lost. 

Mr. Haynie moved to insert ‘thirty-two years.’ Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Johns, the words ‘twenty-five years, were 
mserted, and the question then being taken, the bill passed. 

Abillto incorporate the Harrisburg Rail Road and Trading 
Company, was taken up on its’second reading, and 

On motion, was passed to a third reading without a question. 

A bill to change the names of certain persons therein named; 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of James R. Martin; - 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Bridget Fadden; 

Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Andrew Jackson Davis; 

Read third time and passed. 

Abill regulating bils of exceptions; 

Read first time. 

A bill for the relief ofsettlers residing near the boundary line 
of the United States of the North; 

Read first time. 

Joint resolution repealing an act to incorporate the towns of 
Comanche and Waterloo; 

Read first time. - ; 

A bill as to the payment of taxes in the frontier counties; 

Read first time. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner General to issue a pa- 
tent to Samuel Colen; 

Read second time, and 
-Ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Martha Stanback: 

Was read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 
_ Joint resolution for the better collection of monies due from 
‘dlingnent agents and officers of the Government; 

Read second time. 
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Mr. Kaufman offered the following additional section as an 
amendment, viz: 

‘Be it farther enacted, That whenever any judgment may 
be obtained against delinquents to government, that executions 
shall issue against said delinquents and their securities, and that 
the property of said delinquents and securities shall be sold for 
what it shal] bring at the first exposure thereof for sale; pro. 
vided, there shall be a public notice of said sale in public Ga. 
zette, at least sixty days previous to said exposure, any law to 
the contrary notwithstanding.’ 

Adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the rule was suspended, and 
Bill read third time. 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the first blank in the bill was 
filled with ‘two thousand dollars,’ and the second with ‘fre 
hundred dollars.’ 

The question then being taken on the final passage of the bill 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AY ES~-—Messrs, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hari. 
son, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, 
Menard, Miller, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thom. 
as, ae Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and William 
son—z3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin, Grigsby, Huling, Pillsbury 
Reily, and Wright—6, 

Carried, and bill passed. 

“A bill for the relief of Arthur Sherrill; 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill for the benefit of those persons who have taken the 
benefit of the insolvent laws of other countries; taken up on is 
second reading. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved that the bill lie on the table for th 
present. Lost. 

Mr. Meneffee offered the following amendment, viz: 

Insert ‘having taken the benefit of the law aforesaid,- 
Adopted. ; 

The question being taken on the engrossment of the bill, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 

AYES—Messrs. Harrison, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latime 
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Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reily,Smith of B., Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and Wright—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustin; Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ens- 
worth, Grigby, Huling, Houston, Murchison, Pillsbury, Ro- 
bris, Rogers, Shaw, Van Zandt and Williamson—15,. 

Carried; and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. J 

A bill to repeal a portion of the eighth section of an act, en- 
tited an act regulating the license and practice of attornies, 
passed 28th January, 1839, taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Muller offered the following amendments, viz: 

In first section, after words ‘Chief Justices of county courts,’ 
insert the words, ‘and Justices of the Peace.’ 

Also, in first section, strike out all after the words ‘Chief 
Justices,’ where they occur a second time, and insert the follow- 
ing: ‘and Justices of the Peace shall not be permitted to appear 
as counsel, in any case before their respective courts, whilst 
they are in commission, nor shall they appear in counsel in any 
of the courts of this Republic, in any cause they may have de- 
cided in the court below.’ 


Rejected. 
The question then being taken the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed, 


Mr. Caldwell moved that the clerk be instructed to transmit 
all the bilis that have been passed this day into the Senate 
forthwith. 

Carried. 

A bill supplementary to an act, entitled an act authorizing 
he.issuing of duplicate land warrants, discharges, and head 
ights, on certain conditions, taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Wright offered the following amendment: 
red after the words ‘land scrip,’ the words ‘or audited 
Tatts,’ 

i ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and‘stood 
us: 

AYES—Messrs. Augustin, Caldwell, Grigsby, Harison, 
Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Menefee, Murchisen, May- 
field, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of B, Thomas, Thatcher, Yan 
Ness, Wright and Wrilliamson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Lann, Latimer, Menard, 
e oe and Van Zandt—8. 
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Carried, and amendment adopted, and 

Bull ordered to be engrossed. , 

Mr. Smith of B., moved the House adjourn until ten o'clock, | 
Saturday morning. | 

Upon which motion'the ayes and nays were called for, 
and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Harrison, Menefee, Me- 
nard, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of B., Yhateher, Usher, Yan 
Ness and Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Hu- 
ling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, 
Mayfield, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas and Van Zandt—16, 

Lost. ~ 

Mr. Harrison moved to adjourn until nine o'clock Saturday | 
morning. l 

Upon which the ayes and nays were calied for, and stood aos | 
follows: 

AY ES-——Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Ensworth, Harrison, Lann, 
Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of B., Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Ness and Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Huling, Hous- 
ton, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Roberts, 
Shaw, Thomas and Van Zandt—14, 

There being a tie, the motion was lost. 

Mr. Menard moved that the House adjourn until half past 
nine o’clock, Saturday morning. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Ensworth, Harrison, Lann, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of B. 
Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Wright and Williamson—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Huling, Hous 
ton, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Roberts, 
Shaw, Thomas, and Van Zandt—14. 

Carried, and 

The House adjourned until half past nine o'clock, Saturday 
‘morning, 
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SATURDAY, J anuary 2, 184i. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz : - 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harri- 
son, Huling, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Mur- 
chison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of Thursday was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill for the regulation of the coasting 
trade, and the protection of Texian shipping: 

Also, a bill to provide the way of filling the office of City 
Recorder; 

Also the passage, with amendments, of a bill to regulate the 
granting and trial of injunctions; 

And also the passage of a bill creating a system of bankrupt- 
ty, and regulating the collection of foreign debts. 

A message was received from ‘his excellency the President, 
He the hands of his private Secretary, William H. San- 
usky. 


The committee on claims and aceounts, to which was refer- 
Aa petition of the ex-Secretary of the ‘Treasury, Henry 

mith, 

Reported by a joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury to enter a credit on the books of his office for the 
purpose therein named. 

P. USHER, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 


The enrolling committee made the following report; 
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ComMiTTEE Room, 
Jan. 2, 1841. 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow. 
ing bills and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en. 
rolled, viz: 

A bill for the relief of E. R. Kellet: 

A joint resolution for the relief of M. B. Shackleford and 
Wm. Isaacs; 

A joint resolution to continue the transportation of the mails 
for a limited time. 

Said bills and joint resolutions having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President of 
the Senate, and endorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they origi- 
nated in the House of Representatives, the same were presented 
to the President for his approval on the 31st December 


last. 
A, S. ENSWORTH, Chairn, 


Which report was adopted. 


Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced a bil] for the benefit of 
Thomas Woods Ward; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Shaw offered the following resolution : . 


Resolved, That each member of this House be requested to | 
wear cfape on his left arm until the adjournment of the present 
Congress, in sad remembrance of the unexpected and lamented 
deaths of our two worthy and much respected brethren, ‘Re- 
trenchment and Reform,’ who stood so conspicuous in our 
minds at the commencement of the present session, but have 
unfortunately sickened and died for the want of faithful and ; 
sober physicians. : 

Which was read, and laid on the table one day for coh 
sideration. 7 

Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of 
the Republic of Texas; 

Read first time. 

Mr, Mayfield offered the following resolution ; 


Resolved, That the judiciary committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the law appertaining t0 
the recording and registration of deeds transfers and land titles, 
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und report to this House, by bill or otherwise, as they may 
deem most expedient. 

Adopted. T ; 

Mr. Usher, by leave, presented the petltion of John Cheno- 
worth, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on the public lands. 

A bill to regulate the granting and trial of injunctions, taken 
up, and 

‘Of lie, was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill creating a system of bankruptcy, and regulating the 
collection of foreign debts, from the Senate; 

Was read first time. 

A bill to incorporate the Harrisburg Rail Road and Trading 
Company; 

Read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thirty-fourth rule of this House is hereby 
repealed; 

Read, and laid on the table one day for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, a communication from Mr. Sam. 
Whiting, relative to the printing of the journals of last Con- 
gress, and other printing, was taken up, and 

Referred to the committee on printing. 


The following communication from his Excellency the Pre- 
sident, was taken up and read: 


EXECUTIVE eae Te CT ta 


Austin, Jan. 2, 1841. 
To the Senate, and i 


House of Representatives: 
Gentlemen—I transmit you a copy of a letter received last 
evening from Charles H. Raymond, by which you perceive 
hat he declines serving as a Land Commissioner to inspect the 


land offices east of the Brazos, 
DAVID G. BURNET. 


On motion of Mr. Reily, a bill tor the relief of G. W. Bar- 


Rett, attorney in fact for the widow and heirs of Thos. D, Ed- 
wards, was taken up, and 


Bul read second time. © ° ao , 
Mr. Wright offered the following amendment: 7 ” 
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Strike out ‘one league and labor,’ and insert in lieu thereof, 
‘one-third of a league.’ 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the bill and amendment were 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, a bill to charter the Galveston 
University, was taken up, and 

Read second time. - 

Mr. Menatd offered the following additional section as an 
amendment : 

‘Be it farther enacted, that half of the amount of Jand appro- 
priated ior the endowment of two colleges or universities, by 
the fourth section ef an act, entitled an act appropriating cer- 
tain lands for the establishment of a general system of educa. 
tion,shall be,and are hereby appropriated for the use and benefit 
of the Galveston University.’ 

Rejected. 

Mr. Menard then moved that ten leagues of the above appro- 
priated Jands, be appropriated for the Galveston University. 

Mr. Menefee offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Menard’s motion, viz: 

‘ Be it further enacted, That four leagues oi land be, and the 
same are hereby set apart from any of the unappropriated lands 
of the Republic, and granted to the said University, upon the 
sime conditions, and under the same restrictions as prescribed 
in the law granting lands to the College of Rutersville. 

Adopted, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill for the relief of Willim K. 
Simpson: 

Also the passage, with amendments, of a bill for the relief of 
Mark B. Lewis; 

Also the passage, with amendments, of a bill appropriating 
seventy-five thousand dollars, in the promissory notes of the 
government, to carry into effect an act to sectionize and sell the 
lands formerly reserved for and occupied by the Cherokee In- 
dians. 

Mr. Latimer moved to take up the bill to quiet the land titles 
within the twenty frontier leagues bordering on the United 
States of the North, it being the special order of the day. 

Carried. 


403 


And, on motion, the bill was made the special order of the 
day for Monday next. 

Mr. Mayfield presented the petition of sundry members of 
company C., first regiment of infantry, etc., and who were in 
the battle of July 16, 1839, on the Neches, praying for the pri- 
vilege of locating their bounty claims of one hundred and sixty 
acres each, on any of the vacant lands in the Cherokee 
country. 

Mr. Mayfield moved that the above named petition, be laid 
on the table, and taken up at the same time as the Cherokee 
bill, Lost. 

Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to 
an act for the punishment of crimes and misdemeanors; 

Which was read first time. 

Amessage was received from the Senate informing the House 
ofthe passage of a joint resolution to go into the election of a 
travelling Commissioner for the district east of the Brazos river; 


and that they had suspended all rules, and requested the con- 


currence of the House in the same. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, a joint resolution for the relief 
of Mark B. Lewis, was teken up. 

The following amendment made by the Senate, viz: 

Add, ‘and the above amount is hereby appropriated.’ 

The question being taken, the amendment was concurred in 
by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Kteily, a bill for the reliefof G. W. Barnett, 
attorney in fact for the widow and heirs of Thos. F. Edwards, 
was taken up on its second reading, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

The engrossing committee made the following report: ` 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 2, 1841. ? 

The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined 

A joint resolution to provide for the better collection of mo- 
nes due trom delinquent agents and officers of the Govern- 
ment, which finally passed the House with amendments, and 
ordered to be re-engrossed. And - 

A bill to charter the Houston and Austin Turnpike Compa- 
hy, which was also re-engrossed, and find them to be correct. 
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Also, an act to repeal a portion of the eight section of ah at 
entitied an act regulating the license and practice of altto. 
neys. And 

A joint resolution for the relief of Martha Stanback. And 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Colver. And 

An act supplementary to an act authorizing the issuing ç! 
duplicate land warrants, discharges, head rights, etc. And 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those who have 
taken the benefit of the insolvent laws of other countries. Ans 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Arthur Sherrill, 

And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 
A bill to complete the organization of the militia; 
Was read third time. 
On motion of Mr. Usher, the House adjourned With 
three o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Usher, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the re- 
lief of Washington Schon; 

Read first time. 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of A. M. Clare; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Pillsbury, at his request, was granted leave of absence 
for three days, after this day. 


The select committee, to which was referred a bill to be er- 
titled an act repealing the act incorporating the towa of She:- 
byville, passed 2d Nov. 1837: 

Reported by a substitute, and recommended its passage. 

M. F. ROBERTS, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and biH read first time. And 
Ou motion, rule suspended, and 
Bill read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 


~ 
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Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced the following reso- 
guon: 

Resolved, That no new business shall be introduced after 
Tgesday the 5th instant, except by the consent of two-thirds 
of this House. . 

Which was read and laid on the table one day for consider- 
ation. 

Mr. Smith of B., by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act 
wraise a public revenue by direct taxation, approved 16th 
january, 1840; 

Bill read first time. And 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on finance. 

A bill to complete the organization of the militia, being up, 
yas, on motion of Mr. Harrison, 

Recommitted to the committee on military affairs, with in- 
structions to report an Monday next. 

Mr. Arnett, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
taamend and repeal a certain part of an act authorizing the 
President to have surveyed a reserve of land for the Coshattee 
ad Alabama Indians. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Latimer, by leave, introducad the following resolution: 

Be it resolved, That, with the consent of the Senate, both 
Houses of Congress will adjourn ‘sine die” onthe 15th inst; 

Read, and laid on the table one day for consideration. 

A bill to create a government stock fund for the protection 
of individual enterprize, was taken up on its second reading, 
wd, on motion, i 

Was laid on the table until Monday next. 

Mr. Shaw moved to take up a bill to provide for the investi- 
gation of escheated and forfeited lands, and to direct the manner 
of disposing of the same. 

Lost. 

A bill to regulate weights and measures, was taken up on its 
cond reading, and on motion, ` 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of those who have taken the betiefit of 


the insolvent laws of other countries; 


Read third time, 
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The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, a 
stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Ensworth, Harrison, Huling, Haigl 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Menar 
Miller, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Thomas Thate 
er, Usher and Van Ness—20. 

_  NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, Rober 

Shaw,Van Zandt, and Wright—8. 

The motion was carried, and bill passed. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Colver; 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to repeal the eighth section of an actto regulate t 
license and practice of attorneys; 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill making provision for the- Vice President while pe 
forming the duties of President; 

Read second time. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the engrossment 
the bill, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Arnett, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Ht 
ling, Haigler, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Milie 
Reily, Smith of B, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Va 
Zandt and Wright—19. 

NAYS —Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Haynie, Johns, Latime 
Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogers and Shaw—9. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Harrison moved a suspension of the rule in order t 
-place the bill on its third and final reading. Lost. 

A bill supplementary to an act authorizing the issuing 0 
duplicate land warrants, discharges, head rights, etc. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill as to the payment of taxes in frontier counties; 

Was read second time, and-- 

Referred to the committee on finance. 

A bill the better to define the boundaries of the county? 
Galveston; 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to incorporate the German Union for Texas; 

Was read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to repeal an act requiring officers of the Governmel 
to take promissory notes, on its second reading. 
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On motion of Mr. Miller, the bill was recommitted to the 
yomittee on the judiciary. 

fesolution for going into an election of Travelling Com- 
sioner for the district east of the Brazos; 

Read third time. 

Rifle suspended, read second time, 

Rule further suspended, read third time, and passed. 

Abill to amend an act which provides the mode of taking 
gimony by interrogatories, and to provide a mode of taking 
00 sitions} 

Amended by the committee on judiciary: amendment con: 
ned in by the House, and the bill passed to a third reading. 
Mr. Thatcher moved to adjourn until Monday morning 


ane o'clock, 


Lost. 
A bill supplementary to an act regulating the Post Office 


kprtment, was taken up on its second reading, and the sub- 
situte offered by the committee on post offices and post roads, 
fopted. 

Mr. Van Ness offered the following amendment: 

That the mail shall be carried once in every week on all 


he routes. 
The ayes and nays were called for on the amendment, and 


ood thus: 

AYES—Messsr. Harrison, Haigler, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, 
furchison, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Ness and Wright—14. - 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Ensworth, Grigs- 
by, Huling, Haynie, Lann, Menard, Miller, Roberts, Shaw; 
Thomas Van Zandt—14. 


| The amendment was rejected. 
| Mr. Harrison offered an amendmet establishing a route from 


Austin to Alabama, via Nashville, Franklin and Navisoto. 

| Adopted. 

| Mr. Van Ness offered an amendment as follows: 

| Provided, that the mail between Austin and Houston, and 
Galveston shall be carried semi-monthly. 

|} Mr. Usher moved the previous question. 

| Motion lost. 

jit. Reily offered an amendment to the one offered by Mr. 
Yan Ness, as follows: 
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Provided, the same shail not cost more than three thousand 
dollars in par funds, 

Amendment lost. 

T'he question then was taken on Mr. Van Ness's amendment, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Barnett, Grigsby, Ensworth, Haigler, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Pillsbury, Roberts. 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Harrison, Huling, Haynie, 
Menard, Miller, Reily and Thomas—9. 
Carried; and amendment adopted. 

Mr. Shaw offered an amendment establishing a route from 
Nashville to Independence, via Tenoxtitlan, Fort Oldham ana 
Mound Prairie. 

Amendment lost. 

Mr. Latimer called for the previous question; 

Whereupon, the ayes and nays were called for, and stocd thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Ensworth, Grigs- 
by, Huling, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Pus 
bury. Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, Usher. 
Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—2l1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Harrison, Haigler, Johns, Menefee, Menari, 
Reily and Thatcher—7. 

Motion carried 

‘The question then was taken: the bill was ordered tob 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Wright moved to adjourn until Monday morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Motion lost. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas B. Huling, & Co. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. - 

An act granting certain powers to justices courts; 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill regulating bills of exceptions; 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on tbe judiciary. 
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A bill to establish and incorporate Trinity College. 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on education. 

A bill for the relief of John Woodruff. 

Was read second time. 

Mr. Usher moved its indefinite postponement— 

Mr. Harrison moved the bill lie on the table until called ap— 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the House adjourned until 
Monday, ten o’clock, a. m. | 


Monpay, Jannary 4, 1841. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Piayer by the Chaplain. i 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Ens- 
worth, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Larn, Latimer, Menefee, 
Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Thomas; Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
Mr. Usher presented the petition of Sam’! Watts, S. praying 
or relief ; l 

Which was referred’ to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Latimer presented the petition of sundry citizens of Red 
River county, praying for the formation of a new county; 

Which was referred to the committee on county boundaries. 
; au Hill presented the petition of John Chalmers, praying 
or relief ; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

AZ 
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The committee on finance, to which was referred ‘the peti. 
tionof Wm. Thos. Brannum: 

Reported a joint resolution for his relief. 

Which report was reccived, and resolution read first time, 

lso, a joint resolution requiring the secretary of the Trea. 

sury to settle the accounts of Hall and Bryan, lafe agents of 
the Government: 

Reported a substitute for the same, and recommended ijs 
passage. 

Also, a bill as to the payment of taxes in the fontier counties, 

Reported the same back to the House without amendment, 


and recommended its passage. 
HENRY SMITH, Chairn. 


Which reports were received, and bill and resolutions laid on 
the table to come up among the orders of the day. 


The committee on public lands, to which was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens of the city of Austin: 
Reported by a bill for the relief of purchasers of Austin 


city lots and on the tract adjoining. 
W. N. PORTER, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 


The committee on naval affairs, to which was referred the 
petition of Cyrus Campbell: 
Reported by a joint resolution for his relief, and recom- 


mended its passage. 
7 S. G. HAYNIE, One of the com. 


Which roport was received, and resolution read first time. 

The committee on claims and accounts, Mr. Usher, chait- 
man, to which was referred the petitions óf Mary Moflit: 

Reported by a bill for her relief; 

Also, the petition of Elijah Bennett: 

Reported by a bill for his relief: 

Also, the petition of Thomas G. Western: 

Reported by a bill for his relief. 

Which reports were received and bills read first time. 

Also, the joint resolution for the relief of James Bridge: 

Reported unfavorable to the passage of the same. _ 


: All 

Which report were received, and resolution laid on the 
table to come up among the orders of day. . 

Also, the petition of J. H. Wood: | + 

Reported unfavorable to.the prayer of the petitioner; 

Which report and petition were, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, recommitted to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, Latimer, Thomas, 
Rogers and Barnett. 

Ôn motion of Mr. Harrison, Mr. Mayfield was added to the 
committee on military affairs. 

Amajority of the committee on claims and accounts, to which 
was referred the petition of Saml Hews: 

Reported unfavorable to the prayer of the petitioner. 

A minority of said committee, Mr. Usher, made a counter re- 
port, and reported a bill for the relief of Sam’l Hews, late col- 
lector of the district of Aransas. 

Which two reports were received, and bill read first time. 


The committee on county boundaries, to which was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Harris and Montgomery coun- 
ties, praying for the formation of a judicial county: 

Reported a bill to establish the county of Spring Gace for 


judicial purposes. 
L. S. AIGLER, Chairman. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 


The engrossing committee made ihe following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 4, 1841. 

The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
E they have examined the following bills and joint reso- 
utions: 

A bill ra aaa to an act incorporating the town of 
Shelbyville. t 

À bill to make provision for the Vice President while a 
forming the duties of President. 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Barnett, attor- 
ney in fact for the heirs of Thos, F. Edwards. 

Also, a-joint resolution for the relief of T. B. Huling & Co. 
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Also, a joint resolution regulating the Post Office Department, 
And find the same correctly engrossed, 


THOS. B. HULING, Chairn, 


Which report was adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report: . 


Jan. 4, 1841. 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined 

A joint resolution for the relief Sylvanus Hatch: 

And find the same correctly enroiled,—said resolution hay. 
ing been sighed by the Speaker of the House, and the President 
af the Senate, and endorsed by the Chief Clerk that it originated 
in the House of Representatives, was presented to the President 
‘for his approval on the 2d instant. 


A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn, 


Which repért was adopted. 

The committee on public printing, to which was referred 
the communication of Sam. Whiting, in relation to the printing 
of the journals of last Congress, ete.: 

Reported by a joint resolution authorizing and requiring the 
Seerctary of State to contract for the printing of the journals of 
the fourth Congress. 

Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 


CommiTTEE Room, 


The committee of conference on the part of the House, ap- 
“sointed to act with a like committee on the part of the Senate, 
«o confer on the amendments made by the Senate to a resolution 
to go into an election of District Judges: 

Reported that the Senate had agreed to recede from the 
amendments made by-them to said resolution. 


1, VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution: . 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be, and he is hereby author- 
ized to procure a proper case in which he shal] file and preserve 
the books, stationery, etc. of each and every session of Con- 


gress, properly arranged into parcels and packages, and cor 
rectly labelled. Adopted. a 
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Mr. Van Ness, by leave, introduced a joint resolution pro- 
nding for carrying the mails upon ‘the present mail routes until 
the first day of March next. . 

Read first time, and 

On motion, rule suspended, and 


| Resolution read second time, 


Mr. Van Ness offered the following amend men, viz: 


‘And this resolution go into effect from and after its passage,’ — 


Adopted. 

On motion, the rule was further suspended, and 

Resolution read third time. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
sfood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Augustin, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, 
Hill, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, May- 
feld, Porter, ’Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, 
Thatel yer, Usher, Yan Ness and Van Zandt—23. 


NAYS—Messrs, Caldwell, Huling, Johns, Murchison, and — 
e 


Wiliamson—5. 

Carried, and resolution passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of Hd- 
ward West,’ 

Also, the passage of a bill the better to define the bonunda- 
ty line between the counties of Matagorda and Victoria. 

Also, the passage, with amendments, of a joint resolution for 
' the relief of Rowland T. Bryarly. 


_ The select committee to which was referred the joint resolu- 
tion for ihe relief of Capt. Lewis Sanches: 


Reported the same back to the House without amendment, | 


and recommended its passage. 
JAS. S. MAYFIELD, Chairn. 


. Which report was received, and resolution laid on the 
fable to come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Thatcher, by leave, introduced a bill to locate the cus- 


fom house of Aransas, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Huling, by leave, introduced a bill tọ authorize the issu- 
ing of patents in certain cases, 

Read first time, 
- 42* 
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Mr. Williamson moved the suspension of the rule, that the 
bill might be placed on its second reading. Lost, 
Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a bill to regulate the pro. 
ceedings of the district court when sifting in court of admiralty, 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Blow, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a bill to regulate the sale of 
the estates of deceased soldiers. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a join resolution for the 
relief of the heirs of James Wiley. 

Was read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second fime, and referred to the committee on 
public lands. 

On motion Qf Mr. Porter, the special-order of the day, a bill 
to quiet the land titles within the twenty frontier leagues bor- 
dering on the United States of the North, was taken up still 
on its second reading. 

The following amendment offered by the select committee, 
to come in at the end of first section, viz: 

‘Provided, ‘That the provisions of this section shall only ex- 
tend to actual settlers, and all genuine claims not in the occu- 
pancy of actual settlers, nor located as the head rights of the 
same, are hereby confirmed: provided also, that where any 
location ofa genuine claim shall have been made upon any 
improvement with the consent of the settler, or occupant, first. 
had and obfained in writing, then, and in that case, shall be 
good anā valid against all locations subsequenly made upon 
said land.” 

Mr. Williamson moved the previous question. 

The question thefi being put, shall the main question be 
now taken; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Murchison, Miller, Porter, Rogers, Smith of B., Thatcher, 
Usher and Williamson—13. 

NAYS—Messrs, Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Menefee, Menard, 
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Yayfield, Reily, Roberts, Thomas, Van Zandt and Wright—17. 
The question was lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following as amendments to the 
amendment of the committee: 5 
Insert after the word ‘same,’ in the fourth line ‘ which would 
haye been otherwise legal and valid? 

Also, in the ninth line, after the word ‘location? insert ‘if . 
otherwise legal and valid.’ 

Mr. Thatcher moved thé House adjourn until three o’cloek 
pm. Lost. 

The question then being taken on the adoption af Mr. Van 
Zandt’s amendments; f 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Huling, Houston, 
|Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, Thomas, Thatcher, 
and Van Zandt —13. 

NAYS —Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Harrison, Hill, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, 
Roberts, Shaw, Smith of B, Usher, Wright and Wiliiam- 
sn—18. Rejected. 

The question being ealled for on the adoption of the amend- 
| ment offered by the committe: 
| Mr. Mayfield moved a call of the Honse: 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the House adjourned until 
three o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P, M. 


The House met, i 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House proceeded to business. i 

| ‘The question being taken on the amendment offered by the 
Select committee, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an 
act to quiet the land titles within the twenty frontier leagues 
bordering on the United States of the North. 

| The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
AYES—Messrs. Ensworth, Huling, Houston, Menard, 
Mayfield, Reily, and Van Zandt—7, 

| .NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Hill, Haigler, 
, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, 


A16 . 


Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, Usher, 
Van Ness, Wright and WVilliamson—22. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Williamson called for the previous question. 

“Mr. Mayfield asked leave to offer an amendment, 

The Chair decided it to be out of order. 

Mr. Mayfield appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The question being put, is the Chair out of order, the Chair 
was sustained. 

The question being taken, shall the main question be now 

ut? 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Smith of B., Thomas, Wright and William. 
son—I8. 

NAYS—Messrs, Caldwell, Huling, Houston, Menele, 
Menard, Mayfield, Reily, Usher, Van Ness and Van Zandt 
—10 

Carried. 

The main question, shall the bill be passed to a third read- 
‘ing, being now put, 

Was carried. 

Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of Geo. W. Logan; 

Which was read first time. i 

Mr. Haynie moved suspension of the rule, 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Haynie, 
Huling, Arnett, Grigsby and Thomas. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill in relation to escheated 
and forfeited lands, was taken up on its second reading. 

The question being taken on the adoption of the following 
amendments of the select committee: 

In the twelfth section, eleventh line, strike out ‘holder, and 
insert ‘grantee; in the same section, and same line, strike oul 
‘grantee,’ and insert ‘claimant’ Also, in the thirteenth section, 
second line, strike out ‘original.’ 

Adopted. ? 

Mr. Williamson moved that the House go into committee of 
the whole on the bill. Lost, 
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Mr. Murchison moved that the bill lie on the table, 

Lost. . 

The question being taken on the following additional sec- 
tion, as an amendment: 

‘Be it further enacted, That all persons claiming lands by 
virtue of head-right certificates, land scrip, bounty warrants, or 
orders of survey, or any evidence to land recognized by the 
laws, located, and who are desirous of being quieted in the pos- 
session of the same, and the title to their lands, shall file their 
bill or bills of ‘quia timet; setting forth the metes and bounds 
oftheir claim or claims, and praying that the Republic alone, 
orthe Republic and all or every person or persons claiming, or 
toclaim said lands, be cited to appear before the District Court 
ofthe county in which said lands may be situated ; that they 
may wish to compel to answer said bill, and which citation 
shall be published in two papers of general circulation in the 
Republic, for the term of two months, to appear and answer 
the facts set forth in the petition; and defend the claim set forth 
in the ‘quia timet; at the term next succeeding the filing of the 
said bill, and should no one appear and contest petitioners right 
orelaim, or if any one should appear and contest the same, and 
fal in establishing his, her or their right to the same, then and 
in such cases, the court shall adjudge and award the land, as 
| set forth and described in the bill of the petitioner or petitioners 
| to the same, and upon the transcript of the record of the 
court, authenticated as the law directs and certified by the 
presiding judge of said court, being presented, the Commis- 
sioner General of the land office, shall issue patents to the peti- 
timers: Provided, always, that such judgment or decree shall 
| abar to any future action for the recovery of said land, in 
| behalf of the original grantee or claimant, or any person oF 
| proni claiming the same, under or through them, or either of 
| them.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 
AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Houston, 
| Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Ménard, Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, 
| Shaw, Smith of B., Van Zandt and Wright—15. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Huling, Hill, 
| Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Rogers, 
| Thomas, Usher, Van Ness and W illiamson—16 

| Rejected, 
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'The question being taken on the following additional section 
as an amendment: | 
‘Be it further enacted, That all laws or parts of laws hereto. 
fore passed, upon the subject of limitations, shall not be con 
strued to validate or establish, titles, grants, or concessions, 
enumerated in the preceding sections of this act.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Ensworth, Huling, Hil 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Miller, Mayfield, 
Porter, Reily, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of B., Van Zandt and 
Wright—19, 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Caldwell, Houston, Menefee, Mur 


chison, Menard, Rogers, Usher, Van Ness and Williamson 
—10. 


Rejected. 

Also, the question being taken on the following additional 
section : 

‘Be it further enacted, That all titles heretofore issued, which 
shall not be filed for record, and recorded within the period of 
twelve months from the passage of this act, in the county 
where the land is situated, shall be forever barred, and shall 
not be exhibited or allowed as evidence in any suit to try the 
validity of the same in any of the courts of the Republic,’ 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following, as an amendment to the 
Jast named section: 

‘Provided, always, that the provisions of this section, shall 
not extend to those counties where the courts of justice and 


recording offices are not established, until such shall be 
the case.’ 


Adopted. 

Mr. Ensworth offered the following amendment : 

Insert after the word ‘barred, in seventh line of third addi- 
tional section, ‘excepting the counties of Goliad, San Patricio, 
Refugio, Bexar and Victoria’ , 

A division of the question being called for, the question was 
taken on the excepting the county of San Patricio; 

Carried. 

The question being also taken on the county Refugio, 

Was carried. 

The question being taken on the county of Victoria, 

Was lost. 
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| The question being taken on the county of Jackson, 
| Was carried. 
The question being taken on the county of Bexar, 
Was carried. 
| Mr. Williamson moved that all the counties of the Republic, 
peexempted from the provisions of the above amendment. 
| Upon which the ayes and nays were calied for, and stood as 
follows: = 
| AYES-—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Huling, Houston, Haynie, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, 
Smith of B., Thomas, Usher, Van Ness and Williamson—16, 
NAYS—Messrs. Hill, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Mil- 
a, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Van Zandt 
ad Wright—14.’ 
Thereby the Speaker decided that the above vote was a re- 
jection of the additional section. i 
fa Van Ness offered the following amendment to section 
in: 7 R 
Except such as have been or may be granted by this Repub- 
lic, for public or other purposes.’ i oo 
| Adopted. A 
| Mr. Van Ness offered the following amendment : 
| ‘By the operations of this act, or any law of this Republic.’ 
On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was made the special 
order of the day for to-morrow at half past 10, a. m. 
| Mr. Barnett moved a reconsideration of the, vote on the adop- 
tion of the amendment of Mr. Van Ness, to a joint resolution 
regulating the post office department. 
| The following communication from his Excellency the Pre- 
sident, was taken up and read: 


$ 


ExecurTIvE DEPARTMENT, 

l Austin, Dec. 29, 1840. 

To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, ; 

| Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

| Sic—In compliance with a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, this moment received, 1 transmit to you a copy ofa 
letter received on the evening of the 27th inst., from Gen. James 
Hamilton, dated London, Nov. 6th. oe 
This letter is not strictly official, but as it contains intelli- 
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gence of interest, it affords me pleasure to transmit its most ip, 
portant contents to the representatives of the people. __ 
DAVID G. BURNET, 


On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House adjourned until hal 
past nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


i 


P THURSDAY, January 5, 1841, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz : 

-  Messrs™ Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Lati 
met, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reilly, 
Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., Thomas, Usher, Van Ness, Vat 
Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

‘The House preceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Benj'n H. H. Butis 

- praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Also, the petition of Wayne Barton, 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and at 
counts. 

Also, joint resolution for the relief of George Oatsmeal, 

Which was read first time. 

Mr. Houston, by leave, presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens of the United States, praying for certain privileges 
therein named, 


Which was referred to the committee on claims and at 
counts, 33 


& 
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| The select committee to whom was referred a joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of Geo. W. Logan, 

Reported the same back to the House without amendment, 
| and recommended its passage. 

S. G. HAYNIE, Chairn. 


| The enrolling committee made the following report : 


CommMmITTEE Room, ? 
Jan. 5, 1841. 

The committee on enrolled. bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, viz,: 

Anact for the relief of M. B. Lewis: 

Anact for the regulation of the coasting trade, and the pro- 
ection of Texian shipping; 

; An act to provide the method of filling the office of City Re- 
corder: 

, Joint resolution for the relief of the Postmaster General, first 
eid second Auditors and Treasurer. 

| Said bills and joint resolutions having been signed by the 
ppeaker of the House of Representatives, and the President of 
the Senate, and endorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they origi- 
tated in the House of Representatives, (with the exception of 
l joint resolution, which originated in the Senate, and was 
endorsed accordingly,) were presented to the President for his 
Ppproval on the 4th inst. 


A. S. ENSWORTH, Chair’n. - 


| Which report was adopted. . i 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the petition of Thos. Ross and Joel 
purges, was taken up, , 

_ And recommitted to the committee on public lands. 


| Mr. Hill, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs 
f Wm. Neille; 


| Read first time. o., 

| xu motion, rule suspended, and 

| Sill read second time, and 

| Referred to the committee on public layds. 

“t. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
Flief Thos, T. Mclver; ¥ 

| Read first time. . 
43 
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Also,a joint resolution -for the relief of Joel B. Crain; 

Read first time. l 

Also, an act establishing a military code, and regulating í 
government of the militia; 

Which was read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Arnett, by leave, introduced a bill to charter the Nech 
Turnpike Company; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to committee on roads and bridges. 

On motion of Mr. Arnett, Mr. Thomas was added to 
committee. R 

Mr. Wright presented the petition of John Thomas, prayin 
for relief; 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting 
Messrs. Wright, Shaw, Van Zandt, Miller and Roberts. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
lief of Louisa Geiding and Frederic Hobein; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal in parle 
act, entitled an act to raise a public revenue by direct taxatio 
approved 16th January, 1840; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the joint resolution regulating the post office d 
partment, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the rule was suspended which p 
hibits the reconsideration of the vote, after the lapse of twellj 
four hours, 

Mr. Miller moved to reconsider the vote on the final pas 
of the bill. 

Carried. 

Mr. Thomas moved to reconsider the rule which probib 
bills being amended on their third reading. 

Carried. 

The question being taken on Mr. Barnett’s motion of yest 
day, to reconsider the vote on the amendment offered by 
Yan Ness; was carried. ¢ * 


+ 
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Mr. Yan Ness offered the following amendment: 
Be it further enacted, that the mail upon the mail routes es- 
lished by this law, shall be transported weekly.’ 
Adopted. 


Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment : 
‘That the mail from Austin to Houston, shall be transported 


i-weekly.’ 
Lost. 


Bill passed. 
Mr. Reily, by leave, introdaced the following bill: ‘an act 


cerning the revenue of the several counties in the Re- 
ublic.’ i 


Read first time. 
The engrossing committee made the following report : 


The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
t they have examined the following bills : 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the German Union 
hr Texas: 
And an act the better to define the county of Galveston; 
And a bill to regulate weights and measures. 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 
THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 
The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 


petition of Wm. Gamble, made the following report: 


The committee to whom was referred the petition of Wm. 
Gamble, have bad the same under consideration, and report 
the same back to the House, with a bill, and recommend its 
passage, 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

Also, the petition of John Weston; - 

Report the same back to the House, and ask to be relieved 
from further consideration of the same, as a bill has already 
passed providing for all such cases. 

Which report was adopted. 

Also, the joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of James 


ley, 
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Report the same back to the House and recommend į 
“passage. 


WM. N. PORTER, Chairman, 


Which report was received and bills laid on the table 
come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Mayfield moved a suspension of the rule, that the} 
establishing a military code, etc., might be placed on its seco 
reading. 

Carried; and bill read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Smith moved to take up a bill for the protection of ind: 
vidual enterprize, etc. 

Carried; and bill taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Usher moved that the bill be read by its caption. 

Lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved its reference to aselect committee. 


The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYEHS— Messrs. Arnett, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrisen, Hi", 
Haynie, Menefve, Mayfield, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas and Van 
Zandt—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Huling, Hous 
ton, Haigler, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Menard, Miler 
Porter, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Usher, Wright and Wi- 
liamson—18. 

The motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, the bill and amendment were laid 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, the House now proceeded to the 
election of District Judges for such distriets as had been repor- 
ed vacant; and also to the election for a travelling Commis- 
sioner for the dsitrict east of the Brazos. 


‘The Speaker appointed Messrs. Usher, Barnett and Haigler, 
acommittee to wait upon the Senate, and inform that body that 
the House, in accordance with a resolution, were now ready to 
proceed to the above named elections. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, the roll of the House was called, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had receded from the amendment made by them 
to a resolution to go into an election of District Judges. 
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€ 
Mr. Williamson nominated R, E. B. Baylor, for Judz6 of the 
ird judical district. 
Mr. Usher nominated Anderson Hutchinson, for Jndge of the 
rth district. 
Mr. Mayfield nominated John T. Mils, for Judge of the 
th district. 
Mr. Relly nominated J. W. Terrell, for, Judge of the fifth 
istrict. 
The Clerk was instructed to transmit the abové nominations 
ihe Senate. 
A message from the Senate, transmitting the following ex- 
t from the Secret Journals of the Senate of last Congress. 


‘Secret session, 29th Noy. 1539. 
‘The doors being closed, ; ` 
‘On motion of Mr. Jones, the Senate proceeded to the elec- 
ion of judges to fill the vacancies in the first and second judi- 
districts, occasioned, the former, by the death of Shelby 
Cosine; the latter by the resignation of Ben. C. Franklin, for 
ae time for which said Corsine and Franklin were 
ted. 
‘I hereby certify the above is a true copy, taken from the 
Secret Joufnals of the Senate. 


— 


‘JNO. D. McLEOD, 
‘See’ry of the Senate.’ 


Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Reily, laid on the table for the present. 

Amessage was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they were ready to go into the election for District 
Judges, and also fora travelling commissioner for the district 
st of the Brazos. 
_Mr. Mayfield nominated Mr. Robert W. Smith for Travel- 
ling Commissioner.- 

Mr. Harrison nominated Mr. Isaac Parker for Travelling 

mmissioner. 

The Clerk was instructed to transmit the above nominations 
t the Senate. 

Amessage was received from the Senate informing the House 
lhat they had no nominations other than those made by tke 
House for District Judges: and also, that Mr. George Fisher 


“Shad been put mn nomination for Travelling Commissioner {or 
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the District east ofthe Brazos. 

The House now proceeded, and voted ‘ viva voce’ for Judges 
forthe 3d, 4th and 5th Jndicial Districts. 

‘There being no other candidate for the 3d District, Mr. R, Ẹ, 
B. Baylor received thirty-two votes. 

For the 4th District. 

Those members voting for Mr. Anderson Hutchinson, were 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johus, Lann, 
Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of 
B., Thomas, Usher and Williamson—23 Votes. 

Those votirg for John T. Mills, were 

Messts, Blow, Hill, Haigler, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, 
Porter, Reily, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wrihgt— 
12 votes. 

‘There being no other candidate for the 5th District, Mr. G, 
W. Terrell received thirty-four votes. 

The House now proceeded, and voted ‘viva voce’ fora Tra 
velling Commissioner. 

‘The member voting for Mr. George Fisher, was 

Mr. Menard—1 vote. ; 

Those voting for Mr. Isaac Parker, were 

Messrs. Barnett, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Haynie, Menetee, 
Roberts, Shaw and Vhomas—9 votes. 

‘Those voting for Mr. Robert W. Smith, were 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Huling, 
Houston, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, May- 
field, Porter, Rogers, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and William 
son—-19 votes. 

A resolution to go into mourning for the death of Retrench- 
ment and Reform, was taken up, and 

Was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, was laid on the table until the 
Ath day of July next. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill authorizing the 
President to accept the services of five hundred volunteers for 
frontier service. 

Read first time. 

The following communication from the Senate was received 
and read: 
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SENATE CHAMBER, 
Jan. 5, 1841. [À 


Tothe Hon. David S. Kaufman, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
aou,—The following is the result of the vote of the Senate 
for Judges, viz: 


For 3d Judicial District, R. E. B. Baylor, - 12 votes. 
" Ath do do A. Hutchinson, - - 1l do 
wou do do John T. Mills, - 1 do 

« Bth do do G. W. 'Yerrell, -  - 12 do 
For Travelling Commisoner R. W., Smith, - - 11 votes. 
i do do George Fisher, - - I do 

ANSON JONES, 
[Attest. President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Jno. D. McLeon, Secretary of the Senate. 


RECAPITULATION.- 
dd Judicial District, R. E. B. Baylor received 44 votes. 
Ath do do A. Hutchinson do 33 do 
* do do Jno. T. Mills do 13 do 
5th do do G. W. Terrell do 46 do 
For Commissioner, Mr. R. W. Smith -~ do 30 do 
f do « Jsaac Parker do 9 do 
Sr do “« George Fisher do 2 do 


The Speaker now declared that R. E. B. Baylor was duly 
and constitutionally elected Judge of the 3rd Judicial District 
ofthe Republic of Texas, for the ensuing four years. 

Also, that Anderson Hutchinson was duly and constitution- 
ally elected Judge of the 4th Judicial District of the Republic 
of Texas, for the next ensuing four years. 

Also, that G. W. Terrell was duly and constitutionally 

elected Judge of the 5th Judicial District of the Republic of 
texas, for the next ensuing four years. ; 
| Also, that Robert W. Smith was duly and constitutionally 
| slected Travelling Commissioner for the District east of the 
| Brazos, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 
| Charles W. Raymond. 
| On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House adjourned until three 
: o'clock, p m. 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House proceeded io business. 

The committee of conference on the part of the House that 
had been appointed to confer with,a like committee on the part 
of the Senate, on the amendments made by the Senate to a bil 
concerning divoce and alimony: 

Reported that they had agreed to concur in the amend | 

i ments of the Senate. 


P. USHER, Chair’, 


Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Shaw, by leave, presented the petition of Thomas J, 
Smith, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on public lands. 


The committee on public lands to which was referred the 
bill for the benefit of the citizens of the Nashville colony: 

Reported the same back to the House without amendment, 
and recommended its passage. 


W. N. PORTER, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 


A bill to create and establish a Government stock fund for 
the protection of individual enterprize, was, 
On motion of Mr. Smith of B., referred to a select committee, 


consisting of Messrs. Smith of B., Van Zandt, Mayfield, Miller, 
and Van Ness. 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill to provide for the inves- 
tigation of escheated and forfeited lands, and to direct the man- 
ner of disposing of the same, being the. special order of the 

‘ day, was now taken up, still on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the House went into committee of 
the whole on the same. 

Mr. Van Ness in the Chair. 


After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
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piogress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow at ten o'clock, 
a, m. : 
Report adopted. oe 
A message was received from the President, by the hands of 
his private secretary, Wm. H. Sandusky, Bsq. 


The following communication from the President, was read; 
and also, the accompanying letter of Gen. E. Morehouse: 


t 


To the Senate, and . 
: House of Representatives: 

Gentlemen, —1 hasten to communicate copy of a letter re- 
ceived this morning from Brig. Gen. Morehouse, 

The late law authorizing the raising of three hundred vol- 
unteers seems inadequate to the purpose intended to be effected, 
and I respectfully suggest the propriety of making an appro- 
priation sufficient to cover the expenses of a campaign got up 
bya regular draft, - The mode of operating by volunteers is 

objectionable on several accounts. It subjects the military de- 
signs of the country to many uncertainties, and where a par- 
| ticular measure: is carried out, the burdens of the public service 
are almost sure to fall unequally upon the people. 

[have learned verbally, last evening, from highyy respect- 
able authority, (two gentlemen recently from Red River), that 
i ashort time since, a party consisting of abont ten Cherokee In- 
| dians and two white men, were seen passing from the State of 
| Arkansas into ‘T'exas, with a large quantity of ammunition for 
the use of the hostile Indians on our borders. Col. Cooke and 
| party of citizens from Fannin county were in pursuit, and it 
3s hoped have succeeded in overtaking and destroying them. 
| But this fact corroborates reports previously received, that the 
| Indians are preparing for an irruption. And ıfit be true, that 
Mexico is-also preparing for the invasion of our territory, we 
Should lose no time in counteracting the mischievious machi- 


leek of the one, by destroying the collected bands of the 
| other, * ‘ 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Jan. 5, 1841. 


DAVID G. BURNET. 


| Which communication and accompanying letter, were, on 
| Motion of Mr. Hill, 
44 
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Referred to the committee on military Affairs, with insire 
tiuns to report to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Porter moved to take up a bill to quiet the land title 
within the twenty frontier leagues bordering on the Unite 
States of the North. 

Lost. 

A bill to amend an act which provides the mode of taki 


testimony by interrogatories, and to provide the nx de of taking 
depositions. l 


Read third time, and passed, ` 
A bill creating a system of bankruptcy, and regulating the 
collection of foreign debts. 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, the report of the committes 
on public lands on the petition of J. W.Scallion and Rebecer 
Spier, together with said petition, were referred to the commit. 
tee on public lands. 

A bill making provision for the Vice President while per. 
forming the duties of President. 

Read third time. 

Mr. Williamson moved its indefinite postponement. 

After some debate ensuing, Mr. Williamson called for the 
yzevious question, which was the indefinite postponement of 
the bill 

The question being now taken: shall the main question be 
now taken; 

Was lost. i 

The question being now taken on the final passage of the bili 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYE S—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Harrison, Hw 

g, Hill, Haigler, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Mil- 
lee ’ Mayfield, *Reily, Smith of B., Thomas, T hateher, Van 
Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Houston, Haynie, Latimer, Porter, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Usher and Williamson—10. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House adjourned until ten 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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WEDNESDAY, January 6, 1841. 


"Phe house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. i 
The roll was called, aud the following members answered to 
their uames, Viz : i 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Gngsby, Huling, Ehil, Houston, Haigter, Haynie, Johns, Larn, 
Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Ro- 
berts, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of Brazoria, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, and Wright. 
A quorum present; 
The House proceeded to bnsiness. 
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, 


Amajority of the committee on claims and accounts to 
which was referred the petition of John Chalmers: 

Reported by a bill for his reltef: 

P. USHER, Chairn. 

A minority of said committee made a counter report, nnd 
| begged leave to withhold his sanction from the passage of the 

bill recommended by a majority of the cammntiee. 
P. USHER, One of Com. 


Which reports were received, and bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day, 


The committee on claims and accounts, te which was refer- 

| ted the petition of. . H. Greer: 

| Reported unfavorable to the prayer of the petitioner. 

Also, the petition of J. W. E. Wallace: 

Reporied unfavorab'e to the petitioner. 
P. USHER, Chairn. 


Which reports were adopted. 


| The select committee to which was referred the account of 
| Leonard Williams: 
| Reported a joint resolntion for his relief. 

G. H. HARRISON, Chira’n, 


me 
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Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 

Mr. Porter, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Texas ‘Trading, Mining and Emigrating Company. 

Read first time. : 

The enrolling committee made the following report: 


CoMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 6, 1841. 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow. 
ing acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en. 
rolled, viz: 

«Joint resolution for the relief of Edward West. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Wm. K Simpson. And 

An act the better to define the boundary line between the 
countiesof Matagorda and Victoria. i 

Said acts and resolutions after having been signed by the 
Speaker of the Honse, and the President of the Senate, and en. 
dorsed by the Chief Clerk that they originated in the House of 
Representatives, were presented to the President for his approval 


on the 5th instapt. 
A. 8. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, a joint resolution for the relief of 
Washington Schon, was taken up: , 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on public 
lands. ` 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, a bill for the relief of purchasers 
of Austin city and adjoining lots, was taken up, and 

Read second time, and 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time. 

Mr. Menefee moved the reference of the bill to the finance 
committee. Lost. 

Mr. Hil] moved that it be referred to the committee of the 
whole House, to-morrow at twelve o’clock, a. m. 

st. , 

The question then being taken on the final passage of the bill: 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
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latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, 
Porter, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Thomas, Van Zandt and 
Williamson = 24, 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Hill, Lann, Roberts, Shaw, Usher 
and Wright—7. 

Carried, and bili passed. 

A message from the Senate informing the House of the pas- 
sage, by substitute, ofa bill to authorize the Secretary of State 
io rent certain public buildings. 

Also, the passage of a resolution to go into an election for 
Judge of the 2nd Judicial District. 

Aiso, of the indefinite postponement ofa bill to amend an act 
t locate a road from Washington to the Sabine river, etc, 


The committee on military affairs, to which was referred the 
eommunieations of his Excellency the President and Gen. F. 
Morehouse on yesterday: 

Reported by a joint resolution transferring certain appro- 
pliations, mk G. H. HARRISON, Chairn. 


Which roport was received, and resolution read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the rnle was suspended, and 

Resolution read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Hill. the rule was further suspended, and 

Resolution read third time and passed. 

Mr. Menard, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Galveston praying for a char cr for a eompany of Ar- 
illery; and also, that two fiejd pieces with ay purtenances, am- 
munition, ete. may be allowed to remain in their custody, etc. 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Porter moved a reconsideration of the vote making the 
special order for this day at half past ten o’clock, a bill to pro- 
vide for the investigation of escheated and forfeited lands, and 
to provide the mode of disposing of the same. 

Lost, ; 

_ On motion of Mr. Latimer, a bill to qniet the land titles with- 
in the twenty leagnes bordering on the U. States of the North, 
was made the special order of the day for three o’clock, p. m. 
of this day. 
On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House now went into com- 
mittee of the whole on the special order of the day, being a bill 
44* 
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to provide for the investigation of escheated and forfeited land; 
and to direct the manner of disposing of the same. 

Mr. Porter in the Chair, 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reporte 
progress, and asked leave to be discharged from the further cop. 
sideration of the same. 

Which report was adopted. —_- 

A message was received from his excellency the Presiden, 
by the hands of his private Secretary, Wm. H. Sandusky, Es, 

A message was received from the Senate informing the Hous 
that they had receded from the amendments made by themio 
abill providing the mode of appointing wreck masters, ani 
prescribing their duties. 

The following communication from his Excellency the Pre- 
sident, was read: 


Which communication and accompanying. letters were r 
ferred to the committee on naval affairs. . 

The committee on the judiciary, Mr. Van Zandt, chairman, 
to which was referred a resolution instructing them to sugges 
a method by which county surveyors may execute bonds f 
the discharge of their duties, efc.: 

Reported by a bill supplementary to an act entitled an act t 
provide for the return of surveys, for the collection of Gover 
ment dues on lands, and for other purposes. 

Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

Also, sundry bills concerning limitations of actions: 

Reported by a substitute for the same. 

Which report was received, and bills laid on the table, to com 
up among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, Mr. Sylvanus Hatch was allowel 
to take a certified copy of his papers, etc. now in the possessié 
of this House. $ 3 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the House adjourned wilh 
three o’clock, p. m, 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met, l 
The roll was called, and a quorum present, ji 
‘The House proceeded to business. 
A bill to quiet the land titles within the twenty frontier 
| leagues bordering on the United States of the North, being the 
special order«of the day, for three o’clock, p. m., was now taken 
up, still on its third and final reading. 

Mr. Houston moved that Mr. Sam. M. Williams be admitted 
into the bar of this House, and testify to what he knows relative 
to the titles, etc., of the twenty border leagues. 

Mr. Houston, by leave, introduced the following resolu- 
tion: ` 
Resolved, That the joint committee on public lauds be re- 
| quired to summon Sawl M. Williams forthwith, to appear be- 
| iore them, and examine him touching the situation of the 
| eleven league grants, and the legality of the Commissioners 
| under whose orders the same was located, within the twenty 
| border leagues fronting on the Ked River and Sabine, and the 
| ten literal leagues on the sea coast, and the history of the grants 
| which have issued from the government of Coahuila and 
| Texas. 
| Which was read. . 

Mr, Porter offered the following amendment to Mr, Hous- 
| ton’s motion, viz: - 

| That Mr. Williams be admitted within the bar of this House, 
| and make his statement of what ht knows relative to the titles 
| and grants of the twenty border leagues. 

| Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Houston, and 
Motion carried. 

| On motion of Mr. Arnett, a committee consisting of Messrs. 
| Amett, Van Ness and Johns, were appointed to wait upon Mr. 
| Williams and invite him to appear before the House. 

| Qn motion of Mr. Hill, the sergeant at arms was instructed 
| totake Mr. Williamson without the bar of the House, so that 
| the House might not longer be delayed by him, from proceed- 
ing with business. 

A bill to regulate weights and measures throughout this Re- 
public; : 

Read third time and passed. 
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Joint resolution for the retief of G. W. Barnett, attorney in 

faci for the heirs of Thos. F. Edwards; 
-Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the rehef of R. T. Bryarly, taken up. 

The following amendment offered by the Senate, viz: 

Insert alter the word ‘vacant, the words ‘and unappropriated 
dands,’ was concurred in by the House. 

A bill as to the payment of taxes in frontier counties; 

Read second time, and passe | to a third reading. 

A b.li to authorize the President to accept the service of five 
hundred volunteers for frontier service; 

Read sec md time, and 

Referred to the select war committee. 

A bill to authorize the issue of patents in certain eases; 

Was read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on public lands. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution transferring-certain 
appropriations. 

A bill to incorporate the German Union for Texas; 

Read third time and passed. 

A bil to incorporate the Galveston University; 

Read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the rule was suspended which 
prohibits bills being ameuded on their third and final reading. 

On motion of Mr. Menard the name of Joel T. Case wasin 
Serted among the names of thle Dyrectors. 

Mr. Reily moved to sirike ont the word “bitter,” in the first 
section, and insert in lieu thereof, tLe word ‘better.’ 

Lost. : 

Mr. Barnett moved to strike ont in the first section, the 
words, ‘with the permission of heaven,’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Ens- 
worth, Harrison, HLH, Houston, Menefee, Murchison, Millet, 
Roberts, Shaw, Smith o: B, Thomas aud Wright—16. 

NAYS —Messrs. Hauling, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, 
Menard, Mayfield, Porter, Reily; Rogers, Usher, Van Ness 
and Yan Zandt—i3: 

Carried; and amendment adopted. 
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| Mr. Houston moved that the name of Sam. Houston be 
siruck out of the bill. 

Lost, 

Question now being taken, the bill passed. 
| A bill for the reliefof Thos. G. Western; 

Read second time, and 

|} Ordered to be engrossed. 

| Mr. Menard moved that the House adjourn until nine 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Lost. 

| Mr. Mayfield then moved the House adjourn until half past 
nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were ‘called for, and stood 
| as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Ensworth, Harrison, Houston, Haigier, 
Haynie, Menard, Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., 
Thomas, Van Ness and Wright—13. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Huling; Hill, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, “Porter, 
ers, Shaw, Thatcher, Usher and Van Zandt—17. 
| Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a select committee, consisting - 
of Messrs. Yan Zandt, Johns, Latimer, Menard and Van Ness, 
| were appointed to take the testimony of Mr. Sam’] M. Williams. 
| Mr. Van Zandt moved that Mr. Houston be added to said 


| On motion of Mr. Menard, the vote was reconsidered on the 
 ppointment of said select committee, and the joint committee 
on public lands, were requested to take the testimony of Mr. 
illiams, 

Abill for the relief of settlers residing neat the boundary line 
| ofthe United States of the North; 

| Was read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the state ofthe Republic. 

| On motion of Mr. Harrison, Mr. Miller was added to the 
military committee. 

| On motion of Mr. Wright, the House adjourned until ten 
clock to-morrow morning. 
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Trurspay, Jannary 7, 1841. 


The Hose met pursnant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz: - 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigs 
by, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Latimer, 
Rlenefce, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
Rovers, Shaw. Smith of B., Thomas, Usher, Van Zandt ani 
Wright. > 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, 

Mr. Menard presented the petition of Nathan Taylor, praying 
for relief; f 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting ol 
Messrs. Menard, Haynie, Wright, Thatcher and Lann. 


"The committee on public lands, to which was referred the 
petition of Thomas Rass, - 


Reported by a biii for his relief: 
Also, the petition of Thomas J. Smith, 
Leported by a bill to validate the land certificate of Thomas 
J. Smith; 
"Also, the petition of J. W. Scallion and Rebecca Speir, 
Reported by a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of 6. 
W. Spier, deceased; 
Also, the pe ition rf B. H. Butts, 
Reported by a joint reso'ution for the relief of said Butts; 
Which reports were receivad, and bills and resolutions read 
first time. 
Alsa, a joint resolution for the relief of Washington Schon, 
reported the same back to the House and recommended iis 
passage; 
Which report was received, and resolution laid on the 
table to come up among the orders of the day. 
Also, the petition of Joel Borgus, 
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Reported that this petitioner had been ss far east of the Sa- 
tine river to get land of this Republic, and begged leave to be. 
discharged from any further consideration of the same. 

W. N. PORTER, Chairn, 


Which report was adopted, 


The committee on the state of the Repnblic, to which was 
referred a bill from the Senate, to be entitled an act to abolish 
certain offices therein nanfed, and to fix the naval-establish- 
ment of the Republie, 

Reported by a substilute for the same: 

Also, a bill to combine certain offices and heads of depart- 
ments, and regulate the duties thereof, and to abolish certain 
other offices therein named, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended that 
tbe laid on the table until called up. 

2 WM. MENEFEE, Chairn. 


| Which reports were received and bills laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. -~ 


| The committee on claims-and accounts, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Wayne Barton, sheriff of Travis county, 

| Reported that they consider the Second Auditor to be the 
‘poper person to take cognizance of such cases, and recom- 
| mended that this House take no further action on the case. 

f P. USHER, Chairn. 


Mr. Haynie moved that the report and petition be referred fo 
| aselect committee. Lost. 
| The question then being taken on the adoption of the report, 

| was lost, 

| Mr. Haynie, at his request, was allowed to withdraw the pa- 
| Persof Mr. Barton. 


l The committee on roads and bridges, to which was refer- 
| Teda bill to charter the Neches Turnpike Company, 

| Reported the same back to the House, with sundry amend- 
| ments and additional sections, and recommended the passage o f 


| the bill, 
l N. THOMAS, Chairn. 
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Which report was received, and bill laid on the table tg 
come up among the orders of the day. 


~~ 


The enrolliug committee made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Rooy, 


, i Jan. 7, 1841. 
The committee on enrolled bills, have examined a bill con- 
cerning divorce and alimony: ~  , 
Also, a joint resolution transferring certain appropriations, 
Which they find correctly enrolled. - 

-Said bill and resolution having been signed by the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and the President, pro tem. of 
the Senate, and endorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they origi- 
nated in the House of Representatives, were presented to the 
President for his approval on the 6th inst. 

A. S. ENSWORTH, Chair‘n. 


Which report was adopted. 


The engrossing committee made the following report : 


` 


House or REPRESRNTATIVES, / 


January 7, 1841. | 
F The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 


that they have examined a bill to be entitled an act for there 
lief of Thomas G. Western, 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 
THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. ' 
Which report was adopted. 
Mr. Caldwell, by leave, intreduced a bill giving to the courts 


power to order surveys in certain cases, 
Read first time. 


g 


The select committee to which was referred the petition of 
John Thomas, 
Reported a joint resolution for his relief. 
” ` J. WRIGHT, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Porter, Mr. Williamson was permitted to 
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ome within the bar of the House and apologize for his past 
conduct, and allowed to take his seat. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introdnced a bill supplementary to 
an act, approved Dec. 22, 1840, to repeal and amend certain 
atts of an act concerning executions. 

Read first time. f 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Miller moved that the bill be referred to the judiciary 
committee. 


Lost. - ‘ 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following amendment : 

Add at the end of the first section, the words ‘in cash.’ 

Adopted. 

On motion, the rule was further suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

À message, was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of their concurrenee in the amendments made by the 
House to a bill which provides the mode of taking testimony by 
interrogatories, and to provide the mode of taking depositions. 

Mr. Arnett offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, by and with the consent of the Senate, that the 
two Houses of Congress proceed on Friday the 8th day of 
January, at eleven o’clock, to the election of Judges for the 
fist and second judicial districts. i 

Mr. Williamson moved that it lay on the table until called up. 

A resolution from the Senate, to elect a Judge for the second 
judicial district, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Arnett offered the following amendments: 

Insert before the word ‘second,’ the words ‘and first; also 
sirike ont the word ‘seven, and insert ‘nine.’ 

Adopted. 

The question then being taken, the resolution was adopted, 
en instructed to transmit the same to the Senate forth- 
with, 

The House proceeded to the business on the Speaker's ta- 
ble, and the ‘ 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to quiet the land titles withitt’ the twenty trontier 
leagues bordering on the United States of the North, being the 
45 
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special order of the day, was now taken up, still on its thi 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the testimony of Mr. Sam M 
Williams, before the joint committee on public lands, . 

Was read and ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from his excellency the Presiden, 
by the hands of his private Secretary, Wm. H. Sandusky, Esq 

A message was received trom the Senate, informing the 
House that they refused to concur in the amendments made} 
the House, to a resolution to elect a Judge for the second judi 
cial district. 

Mr. Houston moved to adjourn until three o’clock, p.m.. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Caldwell, Harrison, Huling, Houston, 
Haynie, Lann, Menard, Miller, Reily, Thomas and Thatcher 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Enswouth, Grigs- 
by, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, May- 
field, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw,Usher, Van Zandt, Wright 
and Williamson—20. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until thre 
o'clock, p. m. 


_ THREE OCLOCĘ, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

‘The House again proceeded to the special order of the day, 
being still on its third and final reading. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, Ly substitute, of a bill to discontinue ant 
abolish certain ports of entry, and to establish instead thereols 
port of entry to be called port Calhoun. 

A message from the Senate informing the House of the pis. 
Sage, with amendments, of a bill for the relief of the purchaser 
of Austin city and adjoining lots. | 

On motion of Mr. Porter the roll of the House was called. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, a further call was dispensed with. 

The question now being taken on the final passage of a hill 
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fo quiet the Jand*titles within the twenty frontier leagues bor- 
dering on the United States of the North. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Ensworth, Harrison, 
hil, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Mur- 
chison, Miller, Mayfield, Poiter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thom- 
as, Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Grigsby, iting, Hoiston, 
Menard, Pillsbury, Reily and Thatcher —9. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the House adjourned until ten 
dclock, to-morrow morning. 
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Fripay, Jan. 8th, 1841. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : i 

'Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
Ragers, Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright 
and Williamson. ‘ 

A quorum present; 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

The journal.of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
Amessage was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of a bill to protect the rights of the heirs and 
next of kin of the members of the Georgia Battalion and other 
Volunteers from foreign countries, who have fallen in the bat- 


tles of the Republic, or otherwise died within the limits of the 
same, 


4 
+ 


444 


Mr. Huling presented the petition of James Hoggatt, pray. 
ing for relief; 
Which. was referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 


The committtee on claims and accounts, to which was re. 
ferted the petition of Generals Hunt and Henderson: 
Reported thgsame back to the House, and recommended 
that the House resolve itself into committee of the whole, for 
the purpose of investigating the same. 
° P. USHER, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report: 
COMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 8, 1841. 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined 

An act entitled an act providing the mode of appointing 
wreck masters, and prescribing their duties. 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of R. T. Briarly. 

W hich they find correctly enrolled. 

Said acts and resolution after having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House, and the President of the Senate, and en- 
dorsed by the Chief Clerk that they originated in the House of 
Representatives, were presented to the President for his approval 
on the 7th instant. 

A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


The select committee, to which was referred the petition of 
Henry Homer: 
Reported a joint resolution for his relief. 
S. G. HAYNIE, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 


A majority of the select committee to which was relerred 
the bill to incorporate the Texas College of Physicians and 
Surgeons: 

Reported the same back to the House without amendment, 
and recommended its passage. 

G. W. HILL, Chairn. 
W. D. MILLER, 

E. C. ROGERS. 

©. R. JOHNS, 


a 


A minority of said committee made a counter report, and re- 
ported that in their opinion the presewt condition of the coun- 
fry requires no legislation on the subject,—that its provisions 
are inconsistent with the principles of republican government, 
and the sacred guarantees of our constitution, and therefore re- 
commend its indefinite postponement. 

GEO. BLOW. 
C. C. ARNETT. 


Which repọrts were received, and bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Thomas, by leave, introduced a joint resolution to 
abolish a certain post office therein named, and to establish in- 
stead thereof, an office to be called Mill Creek Post Office. 

Read first time. _ 

A message from the Senate requesting a bill for the relief of 
puchasers of Austin city and adjoining lots, as the same had 
ben incorrectly passed by them. 

Request granted. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced abill prohibiting the forced . 
sale of slaves under execution. 

Read first time. 

The House now proceended to dispose of the 


ORDER OF THE DAY. 


Resolution to elect a Judge tor the 2nd Judicial District, from 
the Senate, was now taken up. 

The ques ion being taken, the House receded from the first 
amendment made by them on yesterday. 

Mr. Caldwell moved that the resolution be laid on the table 
for the present, : 

Lost. l 

‘The question then being taken, the House adhered to the se- 
cond amendment made on yesterday; and Clerk instructed to 
Inform the Senate of the same. ada 

A bill to establish the county of Spring Creek for judicial and 
other purposes. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to strike ont ‘Greenville’ Lost. | 

The question then being taken on the engrossment of the bill, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 


me eget a ye 


446 


AYES—Moessrs. Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Grigsby, Harri. 
son, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, 
Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Shaw, Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher, Wright and Williamson —22. 

NAYS—Messts. Speaker, Barnett, Ensworth, Hill, Touston, 
Murchison, Miller, Roberts and Van Zandt—9. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

The following communication from his Excellency the Pre. 
sident, was read: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, I 
Austin, Jan, 7, 1841. $ 
To the Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 

Gentlemen,—It affords me unusal pleasure to transmit to the 
honorable Congress the accompanying “address from the an- 
nual conference of the Methodist Episcopal church,” which 

was presented to me on last evening. 

This manifestation of a zeal has emenated. from the 
first session of the annual conference of that pious and dis- 
“tinguished society, holden in our young Republic. T'o those 
who believe that “righteousness exalteth a nation,” and that 
“sin isa reproach to any people,” the first meeting of such an 
assembly will be regarded as an auspicious omen, promising 
amore extended diffusion of the principles of the Bible, which 
are always coincident with the spread of civil and religuous 
liberty. ‘ 


DAVID G. BURNET. 


Which, together with the accompanying communication, 
were laid on the table. 

A bill to protect the heirs and next of kin of the members ol 
the Georgia battalion, and other volunteers from foreign coun- 
tries, who have fallen in the battles of the Republic, or other- 
wise died within the limits of the same. 

Read first time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Mayfield, was referred to the commuittes ot 
the judiciary. 
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A bill for the relief of Thomas G. Western. 

Read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, all relief bills now before the 
jouse, were made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

A bill for the relief of the Republie of Texas; 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the state of the Republic. 

A bill supplementary to an act, for the punishment of crimes 
and misdemeanors; 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral land office to commence the issuing of patents and for 
oher purposes, on its second reading. 


The question now being taken on the striking out all that 
portion that prohibited the patenting of Cherokee lands; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs; Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Huling, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, May- 
field, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Thatcher, Van Zandt 
and Wright—L8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Harrison, Hill, Houston, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Shaw, Thomas, 
Usher and Williamson—{4. 

Carried, and amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield the rule was suspended that pro- 
Inbits the reconsideration of a vote alter the lapse of twenty- 
four hours. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the vote was reconsidered on the 
adoption of the amenameut filling the blank in the bill making 
applicants for patents pay for each patent, the sum of twenty 
dollars for a league and labor, and fifteen dollars for all over 
one-third of a league, and fess than one league and labor, and 
ten dollars for all less than one-third ofa league, in Texas pro- 
missory notes. 

Mr. Roberts moved to fill the blank with ‘ ten dollars Texas 
promissory notes,’ 

Mi Menéfee moved to amend, by adding ‘in specie.’ 
` Lost. 

Mr. Barnett moved to amend Mr. Roberts’ motion, by insert- 
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ing ‘for one league and labor ten dollars, and for all less quan- 
ti tY, five dollars. 

Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Roberts. 

The question then being taken on Mr. Roberts’ motion, it was 
rejected. 

Mr. Menefee moved to fill the first bani with ‘fifteen dollars, 
for one league and labor, in Texas ‘Treasury notes,’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and 
stood as follows: 

AY E5—Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ens. 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Houston, Haigler, Flaynie, Johns 
Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
Thomas and Wright—19. 
rEeNAYS— Messrs. Barnett, Huling, Hill, Latimer, Menard, 
Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thatcher, Usher and 
Van Zandt—13. 

Carried. 

Mr. Menefee moved to fillthe next blank with ‘ten dollars 
for all over one-third of a league, and less than one league and 
labor,’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wright moved to insert ‘ten dollars for one-third of a 
league, and all less quantity.’ 

Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the sum of ‘five dollars for one- 
third of a league and less,’ was inserted. 

The question then being taken, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. 


A bill to rent certain public buildings in the city of Austin, 
was taken up, and substituie offered by vhe Senate for the same, 
concurred in. 

A substitute offered by the Senate for a bill to discontinue 
certain ports of entry, and to establish instead thereof a port of 
entry to be called Port Calhoun, was taken up. 

Mr. Wright offered the following amendments : 

Strike out al! of section eighth that relates to ‘a temporary lo- 
eation on Port Cabello,’ Also, strike out in section fourth, 
‘eighteen hundred dollars,’ and insert ‘twelve huiadred dollars 
‘Texas Treasury Notes! 


Adopted. 
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The question then being taken, the House concurred in the 
substitute of the Senate. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, with amendments, of a bill for the relief 
of purchasers of Anstin city and adjoining lots. 

A bill as to the payment of taxes in frontier counties; 

Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution granting ptivileges to the armory for the 

urposes therein named; 

Read second tune, and 
On motion of Mr. ‘Thomas, referred to a select committee 
consisting of Messrs. ‘Thomas, Ensworth, Roberts, Rogers and 

Haynie. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Trading and Mining Com- 
pany; 

Read second time, and 

Referred.to the committee on the state of the Republic. 

A bill for limitation of actions, on its second reading; 

The qrestion being taken, the snbstitute offered by the jadi- 
cary canimittee was ‘adopted, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Johns moved that one hundred copies of the bill be 
printed. 

Upon which motion the ayes and f nays were called for, and 
stood thus : 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Hill, Johns, Latimer, Menard, Mayfield, ‘Pillsbury, 
Porter, Reily, Roberts and Rogers—I6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Caldwell, Huling, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, 
Arican, Miller, Thomas Usher, Yan Zandt and Wright 
= 

Carried. 

Mr. Miller moved that the House adjourn until ten o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Lost, 7 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House adjourned until 
three o'clock, p, m. 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

A message from the Senate, informing the House of ther 
concurrence in the amendment of the House to a resolution te 
elect a Judge for the second judicial district. 

A bill appropriating seventy-five thousand dollars in the pro- 
missory notes of this government, to carry into effect the provi- 
sions of an act to sectionize and sel] the lands formerly reserved 
for and occupied by the Cherokee Indians, having passed the 
Senate with amendments, was now taken up. 

The following are the amendments, viz: 

In section first, in fourth line, after the word ‘government, 
insert ‘to be paid out of the first proceeds of the sale of said 
lands.’. 

Also the following additional section, viz : 

‘Be it further enaeted, That all legal claims to Jands situated 
in the territory proposed to be sectionized and sold, agreeable 
to the provisions of the act to which this is a supplement, shall 
be exempted from the provisions of said act.’ 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the roll of the House was called. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the House adjourned untl ten 
o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, January 9, 1841. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the chaplain. 
The roll was called, and the following members answered 


to their names, viz : : 
Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigs- 


1 : 
by, Harrison, Haling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, ~ Miller, Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rosers, Shaw, Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson, 
A quorum present; 


The House proceeded to business. 
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


The committee on claims and accounts, to which was refer- 
red the petition of Jas. Hoggatt, Sheriff of Jasper county; 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended that 
ihe House resolve itself into a committee of the whole on the 
merits of said petition. 
P. USHER, Chairn. . 


Which report was adopted., 


The committee on the judiciary, to which wes referred a 
bill to regulate the proceedings of district courts, while sitting 
asa court of admiralty, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage: 

Also, a bill to regulate the granting and trial of injunctions, 
and to empower the judges of the district courts to submit issues 
of fact to a jury ih chancery cases, 

Reported the same back to the House, with amendments, 
and recommended its passage; i 

Also, a bill granting certain powers to justices’ courts, 

Reported the same back to the House without amendment, 
and recommended the passage of the same; . 

Also, a bil! for the benefit of purchasers of real estate, and to 
scure a compensation for improvements madè thereon, 

Reported the bill back to the House, with an amendinent, 
and recommended its passage; 

Also, a bill creating a system of bankruptcy, and to regulate 
the collection of foreign debts, 

. Reported the same back to the House with sundry amend- 
ments, and recommended its passage; 

Also, a bill to protect the heirs and next of kin of the Georgia 
battalion, and other volunteers from foreign countries, wha 
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have fallen in the battles of the Republic, or otherwise died 
within the limits of the same, . 
Reported the same back to the House, with an additional 


section, and recommended the passage of the bill. 
I, VAN ZANDT, Chairn, 


Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day, ~ 

The committee on military affairs, to which was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens of the city of Galveston, asking the 
incorporation of a company of artillery, 

Reported by a bill incorporating the Galveston artillery 


company. 


G. H. HARRISON, Chira’n. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time, 
The engrossing committee made the following report : 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, ( 
* January 9, 1841. 

The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined the following bills, viz: 

A bill supplementary to an act for the punishment of crimes 
and misdemeanors: 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner General of 
the land office, to commence the issuing of patents, and for other 
purposes; 

And a bill to establish the county of Spring Creek, for judicial 
and other purposes, 

And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chairman, 


Which report was adopted, 


\ 


The committee on education, to which was referred a bill to 
establish and incorporate Trinity College, 
Reported the same back to the House with amendments, and 
yecommended its passage, 
C.R. JOHNS, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 
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‘he select committee to which was referred the petition of 
wW, G. Evans, ; 
Reported by a joint resolution for his relief. 
JAS. REILY, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to take up a bill to provide for the in- 
vestigation of forfeited and escheated lands, and to direct the 
manner of disposing of the same. 

Lost. - 

The House proceeded to the business on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble, and the | j 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill appropriating seventy-five thousand dollars in the pra- 
missory toces of this government, to carry into effect the provi 
sions efan act to sectionize and sell the lands formerly reserved 
for and occupied by the Cherokee Indians, was taken up. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following, as a substitute for the first 
- amendment of the Senate: . 

To come in after che word ‘appropriated,’ in fifth line, first 
section, ‘tweuty-five thousand dollars of which shall be paid out 
of any moneys in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, and 
fifty thousand dollars to be paid out of the first proceeds of the 
sales of said lands.’ = 

Adopted, ~ 

The question then being taken, the amendment of the Senate, 
as substituted by the House, was adopted. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following, as a substitute for the 
_ additional section offered by the Senate: l 

‘Provided, also, that all legal and equitable titles to lands lo- 
eated within said territory, which were issned previous to the 
sitting of the consultation in November, 1835, shall be exempt 
from the operations of the act to which this is a supplement.’ 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment to Mr. Har- 
rison’s amendment: 

Insert after ‘1835, the words, ‘also all subsequent legal and 
equitable titles.’ 

Mr. Mayfield being called to order by the Speaker, in his ar- 
gument in supporl of the amendment offered by himself, ap- 
pealed from the decision of the chair, ` 
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The question being put to the House, was Mz, Mayfield out | 
of order in his remarks ? 

The ayes and uays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogers, 
Shaw, Thomas, Usher and Williamson—16. 

NAYS —Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Grigsby, Harrison, Haigler, 
Latimer, Menard, Miller, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt 
and Wright—12, 

So Mr. Mayfield was decided out of order, and -the Chair 
sustained in its decision. s 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage ofa bill providing for the transportation 
of ordnance and ordnance stores, now at Galveston. y 

A committee of three appeared from the Senate, and informed 
the House that the Senate were now ready, in accordance with 
a resolution to proceed to the election of a judge for the second 
judicial district, 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Miller, Arnett and 
Shaw, a committee to wait upon the Senate, and inform that 
body that the House was now ready to proceed to said election. 

The following communication from the State Department 
was read: 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Jan. 9, 1841. 


a 


To the Hon. David S. Kaufman. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Sir, ~The resignation of the Hon. Wm. J. Jones, Judge of 
the 2nd Judicial District of this Republic, was this mament 
received, and | hasten to report the same to the Hon. House 
of Representatives. ` 

With great respect, 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Acting Secretary of State. 


Mr. Williamson nominated Wm. J. Jones for Judge of the 
2nd Judicial district. 


The Clerk was instructed to inform the Senate of the above 
nominat: n 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had no additional nomination to make to that 
of the Jlouse. - 

The House now proceeded, and voted ‘viva voce,’ and there 
being no other candidate, Mr. Wm. J. Jones received 33 votes. 

The following eommunication was received from the Senate: 


SENATE CHAMBER, | 
Jan. 9, 1841. ? - 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, °` 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Sir,—The following is the result of the election in the Senaté 
for Judge of the 2nd Judicial District: 


For Win. J. Jones, - - - - ~- 12 votes. 
. J ANSON JONES, 

[Attest] President pro tem. of the Senate. 
J. DP McLron, Sec’ry of the Senate. ` - 


Mr. Wm. Jefferson Jones having received the unanimous 
vote ofthe two Houses of Congress, the Speaker declared him 
duly and constitutionally elected Judge of the second judicial 
district of the Republic of Texas, for the next ensuing four 

ears. - 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the roll of the louse was called. 
On motion of Mr. Harrison, a further ralf was dispensed with. 
The question now being taken on the adoption of the amend- 

ment of Mr. Mayfield to the amendment of Mr. Harrison ‘to the 

Cherokee bill; 

The ayes and nays were called fer, and stood thus: 

AY S—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Gnesby, Huling, Lati- 
mer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfie'd, Porter, Rogers, 
Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Winght—165. 

NAYS—Messts. Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Kusworth, Harrison, 
Hill, Houston, Hayme, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Pillsbury, 
Roberts, Shaw, Thomas, Usher and Williamson—17%. 

Rejected. 

The question now being taken on Mr. Harrison’s amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and staod thus: 

AY ES@-Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, 
Hill, Menard, Miller and Yan Ness—9, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Burnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, 
Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson—22. 

Rejected. 

T'he question then being taken on the last amendment of the 
Senatej 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and 
stood as follows: 

AY ES-—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Huling, 
Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Rely, 


‘Thatcher Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright——L7. 


NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Harrison, Hill, 
Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Pillsbury, Roberts, 
Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, Usher and Willtamson—16. . : 

Rejected. 

Mr. Harrison moved a reconsideration of the vote las@Paken 
rejecting the ameudment of the Senate; 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and 
stood thus: - 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Grigsby, Harrison, 
Huling, Menard, Miller, Thatcher and Van Zandt— 10, 

NAYS.-—Messrs, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Houston, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, 
Usher, Van Ness, Wright and Williamson—23. . 

Lost. 

Mr. Ménefeee, by- leave, introduced a bill regulating inns, 
and for the suppression of tipling. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Blow moved its reference to the committee on the state 
of the Republic. Lost. i 

` Mr. Menard moved to strike out ‘one gallon,’ and insert iù. 
lieu thereof ‘one-half gill.’ Lost. 

Mr, Barnett moved to lay the bill on the table until Monday 
next. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the bill was referred to a se- 
lect committee, consisting of Messrs. Van ZandtgMenetee, 
Williamson, Barnett and Latimer. 
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Mr. Haynie, by leave* introduced a bill incorporating the 
Travis Guards. 
Read first time. . 


Mr. Caldwell moved that the House adjourn until ten o’clock, 


Monday morning. Lost. 


Mr. Van Ness moved to adjourn until half past nine o’clock, 


Monday morning. Lost. 
On motion, the House adjourned until three o’clock, p. m.’ 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 
$ 


The IIpuse met, 
The roll was called, and a quorum present, 
The House proceeded to business. 


Mr..Roberts moved to take up a bill to anthorize and require . 


the Commissioner of the General Land Office to commence 
isting patents, ete. 
Carried, and bill read third time. 


Mr. Roberts moved the suspension of the rule which pro-. 


hibits bills being amended on therr third reading; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES— Messrs. Barnett, Enswortb, Harrison, Huling, Hill, 
Houston, Haigler, Hayuie, Johns, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, Usher, Van Zandt and Wil- 
lhamson-—19. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Grigsby, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Mayfield, Reily, Thatcher. and Wneht—10. 

It requiring two-thirds. the motion was lost, and bill passed. 

A message from the President was received, by the hands of 
his Private Secretary. 

The following communication from his Excellency the Pre- 
sident, was read: i 


CECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Jan. 9, 1841. ? 
To the Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 
Gentlemen, —I transmit to your consideration copy of a con.. 
tract entered into by Col. Wm. G. Cooke, Quarter Master Gen- 
eral, with Wm. Kirchberg, under the direction, as { am in- 


458 


ae 
formed, of Pres’t Lamar; by which contract Mr. Kirchberg en. 
ages to furnish to the Government five hundred muskets, ete, 

Mr. Kirchberg arrived dt Galveston some weeks ago with 
about thiee hundred and fifty muskets, which he tenders jn 
fulfilment pro tanto of his contract. These muskets have not 
yet been received, and before they are so, they will be subjected 
to the proper proof and to such inspection as the implied cond. 
tions of the contract will admit of,.doing justice to both the 
contracting parties. 

My primary motive in submitting this matter to the Congress 
is derived from the fact, that there are no means at the com. 
mand of the Executive to pay for such of the guns as may be 
found ofa quality correspondent to the terms expressed and im- 
plied of the contract, and to suggest the propriety of a special 


appropriation for that purpose. 
DAVID G. BURNET. 


On motion of Mr. Houston, the report and petition of Ge. 
nerals Hunt and Henderson, were taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, the vote was reconsidered on the 
adoption of the report of tie committee on claims aud accounts 
recommending the reference of the petition to a committee of 
the whole House. ` 

Mr. Houston movèd its reference to the committee on the 
state of the Republie. Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the last vote was reconsidered, 
and the petition referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs Houston, Reily, Menard, Thomasand Murchison, 

A bill to establish the county of Spring Creek for judicial, 
and other purposes. 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill for the relief purchasers of Austin city and adjoining 
lots, was taken up, and the following additional section as an 
amendment offered by the Senate, viz: : 

‘Sec. 3. Be it further enaged, That from and after the 
passage of this act, the public lots in or near the city of Austin 
shall be sold for cash only, and in no instance shall any lots be 
sold as heretofore on time, and that the sales of city lots and 
out lots of the city of Austin, are hereby suspended until the 
first of January, 1842.’ 

Was concurred in by the House. 
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A bill to amend and repeal a certain part of an act authoriz- 
wg the President to have surveyed a reserve of land for the 
Coshattee and Alabama Indians, 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on Indian 
affairs, 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of State fo contract for print- 
ing the journals of the 4th Congress, 

Read second time, and laid on the table until! Monday. 

Abill supplementary to an act for the punishment of crimes 
ad misdemeanors. 

Read third time, 

Mr, Birnett moved to fill the first blank with tone’ 

Carried. ` 

Mr. Mayfield moved the suspension of the rule which pro- 
hibits bills being amended on their third and final reading. 

Lost. : 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the vote was reconsidered on 
theengrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to strike out ‘slanderous words mali- 
tiously spoken? Carried. 

Mr. Harrison moved to amend by striking out ‘all relative 
loservants of Foreign Ministers, Rejected. 

Mr. Wright moved a recons.deration of the vote striking out 
‘slanderous words maliciously spoken.’ Carried. 

Mr, Kautman moved to fill the second blank with ‘one year.’ 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the blank was filled with ‘six 
months,’ and bill passed. 

A bill to provide for the perfection of land titles to certain 
colonists in the Nashville Colony, on its second reading. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following amendment: 

‘Provided ‘always, that the provisions of this act shall like- 
wise extend to lands similarly circamstaneed in the Colony in 
question, granted by Williams & Austin. , 
Mr. Hill offered the following as an amendment to Mr. Wil- 
lamson’s amendment: 

‘To colonists as head rights? Adopted. | 

The question then being taken on Mr. Williamson’s amend- 
ment as amended by Mr. Hill. 

Was adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment : 
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Besit enacted, That any person or persons holding land by 
virtue of any legal or equitable title, situated’in the count; 
known as the Cherokee territory be, and they arewhereby ent). 
tled to all the immunities and privileges enumerated in the fore. 
going act, and that they be and are hereby authorized and em. 
powered, under the provisions of this act, to mstitute suits in 
the district courts of the proper counties, to try the validity 
and equity of their claim, or claims to land, situated in said ter. 
ritory. : 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill and amendments on 
the table, and umake them the special order of the day for Tues. 
day next. ` ji 

;Cafried. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that they refused to concur in the amendment made by the 
House to t-cir amendment to a bill appropriating seventy-five 
thousand dolars in the promissory notes of this government, to 
carry inio effect the provisions of an act to sectionize and sell 
the lands formeriy reserved for and occupied bY the Cherokee 
Indians; and t.ey had appointed a committee of conference, 
and requested the appointment of a hke committee on the pat 
of the Honse. 

The question being put, the Speaker appointed the following 
committee of conference on the part of the House, to act with 
said comunittee of the Senate, Messrs. Houston, Shaw, Harrison, 
Mayfield and Van Zanat. 

Mr. 'Photcner. by leave, presented the petition of Nathan 
Yaylorand lexander Ramsar, praying for relief, 

Which was referred to comunttee on post offices and post 
roads. 

Mr. Pilisbury, by leave, introd.ced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerks of t.e House of Representatives 
be entitled to four dollars in pat tisuey, or twenty-four dollars 
in Texas promissory netes uer cious, daring the present session 
of Congress, after dedueting ‘i. amount already drawn by 
them, said salary to be pas: on: ¢ he contingent tuud of this 
House. > 

Laid on the teble one day. 

Mr, Blow moved a itveuincider cion of the vote on the adop- 
tion of the amendment meto fo a WIL to diseontinue certain 


» 


ports ofentry, and toest ivish instead thereof, a port of entry to 
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te called Port Calhoun, viz: striking all that portion relative to 
ı temporary location at Port Cabello. i ; 
On motion of Mr. Menefee, the motiou of Mr. Blow was laid 
othe table until Monday next. 
On motion of Mr. Menefee, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day morning, ten o’clock, 


Monpay, Jannary 11, 1841, 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

| Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Ens- 
woth, Grigsby, iiarrison, Huling, Hull. Haigler, Haynie, 
Johns, Lunn, Meneiee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Zaudi and Wright. 

| A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business, 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

: as Reily presented the petition of J. B. Ransom, praying for 
| relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 
The enrolling committee made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 11, 1841. ; 

_ The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 

ng bills, which tiev find correctly enrolled: 

A bill for digyg.cr of public buildings in the city of Austin. 

À bill toc vo tne fand titles wubr. tue twenty frontier 

leagues borc.cin sr n (>e United States è e + Neath 
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A bill to incorporate the Hartisburg rail road and trading 
company. 

A bill to amend the act which provides the mode of takin 
testimony by interrogatories, and to provide the mode fo 
taking depositions. 

Said bills having been signed by theSpeaker of the Hous, 
and President protem. of the Senate, and endorsed that they 
originated inthe Senate by the Secretary of the Senate, with 
the exception of the first above named act, which originated in 
the House, and endorsed by the Chief Clerk accordingly; wer 
presented to the President for his consideration on the 9th inst 

1 i A. 8. ENSWORTH, Chairn, 

Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a joint resolution pro. 
viding a place for the present session of the Supreme Court. 

Read first time. 

And, by leave, was withdrawn by Mr. Murchison, a place 
having already been provided, 

Kir, Shaw offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furmsh 
this House, as early as practicable, a copy of the contract with 
Messrs. Cruger and Bonnell for printing the laws and journals 
of the fourth Congress;. also, a copy ef their bonds; also, to 
furnish an estimate of what it will cost to print the relief Jaws 
of last Congress under said contract, and what amount has been 
paid, end how much remains, unpaid for printing the general 
laws of fourth Congress; also, to provide an estimate of what 
it will cost to print the journals of both Houses of Congress of 
last session, aecording to the contract of Mr. Cruger for printing 
the laws of the present session. 

Read first time, and i 

On motion, rule suspended, 

Read second time, and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, a bill to abolish certain offices there- 
in named, and to fix the naval establishment of thé Repubhe, 
was taken up. l 

The question being taken on the adoption of the substitute 
for the bili offered by the committee on the state of the Republie, 

The ayes ánd nays were called for, and stood thus: l 

AYES—Messrs, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, Haiglet, 
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Haynie, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Thomas, 
yan Ness and Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Grigsby, Harrison, 
fung, Hill, Houston, Johns, Pillsbury, Roberts Rogers, 
haw, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt and Williamséon—17. 

ected, 

ai of Mr. Houston, the above named bill, and all 
sthers now before the House having Retrenchment for their, 
object, were referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs, 
Pillsbury, Menelee, Houston, Blow, Thomas, Haynie and 
Johns. ; 

A bill to create a system ot bankruptcy, and regulate the col- 
kction of foreign debts, was taken up on its second reading. 

The following amendments offered by the committee on the 
adiciary: i 
In ae fourth, in third line, strike out the words ‘ one year’s 
occupation of,’ and insert the words ‘in full property;’ strike 
atin fourth line, the words ‘occupation of,’ and strike out in 
the seventh line, the words ‘in full property,’ 

Adopted. 

Also, the following additional sectioz: 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That this act be in force, and 
take effect from and after its passage.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Porter moved to strike out‘ fifty acres,’ and insert «three 
hundred and twenty acres.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harri- 
son, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Lano, Murchison, Miller, Por- 
lt, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Zandt and Wil- 
liamson—18. ; 

NAYS—Messrs: Speaker, Blow, Caldwell, Hill, Haigler, 
fillsbury, Reily Usher, Van Ness an Wright—10. 

Carried, and amendment adopted. 

Mr. Till offered the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That nothing contained in this act 
shall be so construed as to allow any person to retain in bank- 
luptey more than one town or city lot.’ 

Adopted. i 

Mr. Caldwell moved to strike out ‘ all the reservations in the 
barth rule? Lost, 
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Mr. Reily moved to strike out that reserving ‘musical jy. 
struments.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY t.S—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Hill, Murch. 
son, Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, Thomas, Thatcher and Vay 
Zandt—t11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Ensworth, Grigsby, Hari. 
son, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Miller, Pills. 
aR Porter, Shaw, Usher, Van Ness and Wright—17. 

ost. 

Mr. Mayfield moved that ‘gentlemen’s musical instruments’ 
be inserted as reserved property. 

The question then being taken, the bill passed to a third 
reading. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they refused to concur in the amendments made by 
the House, to a bill to discontinue and abolish certain ports of 
entry, and to establish instead thereof a port of entry to be 
called port Calhoun; and that they had appointed a committee 
of conference on the same, and requested the appointment of 
a like committee on the part of the House. 

The question being put, the Speaker appointed Messrs, 
Wrigh, Lann, Blow, Caldwell and Thatcher said committee ot 
conference on the part of House. f 

Mr. Hill, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the frst 
elass claimants who have not obtained certificates for their head 
ights to lands. | 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr: Roberis, the rule was suspended, and 
; Bill read second time, referred to the committee on the ju- 

diciary. 
| Mr. Harrison, by leave, introduced a bill empowering district 
attorneys to challenge jurors, etc. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill to establish and incor- 
porate the Gaudalupe College. 

Read first time, and 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on 
education. 

The committee of conference on the part of the House, on 
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he anendment of the Senate and House to a bill appropriating 
gventy-five thousand dollars in the promissory notes of this 
Government, to carry into effect the provisions of an act to 
gctionize and sell the lands formerly reserved for, and occupied 
by the Cherokee Indians: 

Reported that the Senate refused to recede from their amend- 
ments, and concur in the amendments of the House; and that 
the committee on the part of the House refused to accede to the 
amendments of the Senate, and recede from the amendments of 
the House, and had agreed to disagree. 

SAM HOUSTON, Chairn. 


Mr. Mayfield moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing 
lo reconsider the vote on the rejection of the last amendment of 
the Senate to the Cherokee bill. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the above report of the com- 
mittee of conference, and the motion of Mr, Mayfield, were laid 
on the table for the present. 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill to protect the rights of 


the heirs and next of kin of the members of the Georgia balta- 
lion, and other volunteers from foreign countries, who have 
fallen in the battles of the Republic, or ‘otherwise died within 
ihe limits of the same, was taken up on its second reading. 

The question being taken on the adoption ef the following 
additional section, as an amendment, viz: 

‘Be it iurther enacted, That this act shall be in force from 
and after its passage.’ 

Was carried, and section adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, a resolution giving extra salary to 
he Clerks ofthe House of Representatives, was taken up and 
read. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the words ‘four dollars par 
funds,” was struck out. - 

Mr. Caldwell moved to insert after the word ‘Clerk,’ the 
words, ‘and members of the House of Representatives shall 
come within the provisions of this resolution.’ 

Withdrawn. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the words ‘after deducting the amount 
iready drawn by them,’ was struck out. 
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On motion of Mr. Menefee, the words, twenty-four dollars 
was struck out. : i 
Mr. Menefee moved to insert in the blank, ‘ten dollars per 
day, extra of their present wages allowed by law.’ 
Mr. Miller moved to amend, by inserting ‘fifteen dollars? 


sae Murchison moved to amend, by inserting ‘eighteen 


Lost. 


The question then being taken on filling the blank with ‘fe 
teen dollars per day, extra of the present wages allowed by law 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Barnett, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, Houston, 
Haigler, Haynie, Murchison, Miller, Mayheld, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Reily, Roberts, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Wrighi, 
and Williamson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Grigsby, 
Lann, Menefee, Rogers, Shaw and Van Ness—10. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Shaw offered the following additional section : 

‘Be it further resolved, That the doorkeeper and sergeant at 
arms come within the provisions of this resolution,’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Miller offered the following amendment: 

Insert after the words ‘promissory notes,’ the words ‘or eight 
per cent. bonds,’ 

Adopted. 

The question now being taken, the resolution was adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, with amendments, of a bill to organize a 
part of the counties of Matagorda and Colorado, for judicial 
and other purposes. 


On motion, the House adjourned until three o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 


$ The House met, f 

i ; The roll was called, and not a quorum present. 

4 | Mr. B:ow moved to adjourn until ten o’clock to-morrow. 

: Lost. . 

K Mr. Williamson moved tọ adjourn until nine o'clock to 
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Mr. Arnett moved to adjourn until seven o’clock, p. m. 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the roll was called, a quorum 
being present, a further call of the House was dispensed with. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
rlief of Chas. DeMorse; 

Which was read first time, and 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and. 

Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Abill to regulate the granting and trial of injunctions, was 
taken up, and the following amendments to the amendments of 
theSenate, were offered by the committee on the judiciary, viz: 

Strike out ‘section eleventh;’ in section twel({th, line three, 
strike ont all after the word ‘suit,’ to the word ‘statute,’ in line 
fourth, and insert before the word ‘any, the word ‘for; also 
strike out ‘section thirteenth? 

Which amendments were, on motion, adopted. 

Mr. Kanfman moved to strike out all that part authorizing 
the seizing the person of a debtor; also, the words ‘ne exeat. 

A division of the question being called for, the question was. 
then put on striking out all that part relative to seizing the 
person of a cebtor. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus : ` 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Johns, Lann,-Murchison, Miller, 
Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Van Zandt and Wiliiamson—20, 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Huling, Hill, Menefee, Mayfield, 
Usher and Wright—7. 

Adopted. 

The question then being taken on striking out the words ‘ne 
exeat.’ 

Was carried. 

The question now being taken on the adoption of the amend- 
ments of the Senate, as amended by the House, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Cald- 
well, Ensworth, Grigsby, Hill, Johns, Lann, Miller, Reily, 
Roberts, Thomas, Thatcher and Van Zandt—16, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Harrison, Huling, Haynie, Menefee, Mur. 
chison, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Rogers, Shaw, Usher, Wright and 
Williamson—12. 

„Carried. ** 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill changing the time of the meeting 
ef Congress: l 

Also, of the indefinite postponement of a bill authorizing the 
digesting of the laws of the Republic. i 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, offered thẹ -orni resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the committee on the state of the Republic bs 
instructed to examine into the office of the Stock Commission. 
er, and ascertain whether the monies which have been funded, 
are upon file in the office, and submit the propriety of burning 
or reissuing the same. 

Adopted. - 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill to provide for the perfection of 
land titles, to certain colonists in the Nashville colony, being 
special order of the day, was taken up. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment to Mr. Mayfield’ 
amendment, viz: i 

Insert after ‘title’ the words ‘issued to colonists as head 
rights, previous to closing the land offices in 1835.’ 

On motion of Mr. Reily, the bill, together with the amend- 
ments, were 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of J. W. Smith, 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of John S. Martin, 

Was read first time, and 

Ou motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Ensworth, referred fo the judiciary com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Huling, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to an 
act, to quiet the land titles within the twenty frontier leagues 
bordering on the U. S. of the North; 

Read first time. 


_A bill for the relief of Sam'l Hewes, late collector for the 
district of Aransas; 
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Read second time, and 
On motion, referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. Me 

Mr. Roberts moved to take up a bill, supplementary to an act 
incorporating the town of Shelbyville. - 

Carried; and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a bill to provide for the investigation 
of forfeited and escheated lands, aud direct the manner of dis- 
posing of the same, was taken up and made the special order of 
the day for to-morrow, at eleven o’clock. 

A bill to incorporate Trinity College, was taken up on its 
scond reading. 

The following amendments, offered by the committee on 
education : 

Ist. In fourth section strike out ‘perpetua! succession,’ and 
insert ‘suecession, and exercise the privilege herein granted for 
ihe term of twenty years, and no longer? 

Adopted. 

2d. To section fourth, add ‘provided the property owned by 
lhe body corporate under the provisions of this act, shall at no 
time exceed in value the amount of two hundred thousand 
dollars.’ 

Adopted. 

3d. To section seventeenth, add, ‘Provided that the said four 
leagues shall not be disposed of in any way by the trustees, 
within a less time than five years after the same shall have 
ken patented by the government, and at no time thereafter, 
unless the same shall yield to the institution five dollars per 
acre in par funds.’ 

Mr. Miller moved to strike out ‘five dollars, and insert ‘three 
dollars.’ 

Carried, and amendment adopted. 
4th. Strike out ‘section twenty-first.” 
Adopted, and bill 7 
Ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. Mayfield moved to adjourn until ten o’¢'ock to-morrow, 
Lost. 
ae EXnsworth moved a call of the House. 
ost. 
A bill for the relief of Wm, S. Wallace, was taken up, 
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Read second time, and 
Ordered to be engrossed. 
4 Mr. Wright moved to adjourn until ten o’clock to-morrow, 
; Lost, 
i Mr.. Van Zandt moved to adjourn until seven o’clock, p. m, ` 
Lost. | 
_On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House adjourned until 
nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.- 


‘T'cespay, January 12, 1841, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigsby, Har- 
rison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, 
Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, by substitutes for a bill concerning change 
of venue in civil suits; and a bill to amend an act to 1egulate 
the proceedings in civil suifs, approved Feb. 5th, 1840. 


The committee on claims and accounts, to which was refer- 
red the petition of J. B. Ransom: 
Reported unfavorable to the prayer of the petitioner. 
P. USHER, Chair’n. 


Which report was, on motion of Mr, Hill, laid on the table 
for the present. 
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The committéé on claims and accounts, P. Usher, Chairn, 
which was referred the petition of Thos. B, Huling: 
Reported by a joint resolution for his relief; eas 
Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 
Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Sawl Hews, late 
collector of the district of Aransas: 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. 
Which report was received,:and resolution laid cn the 
table to come up among the orders of the day. 


The select committee, to which was referred the several bills 
on the subject of Retrenchment: 

Reported as a substitute for all, the bill fram the Senate, en- 
tiled a bill to abolish certain offices therein named, and to fix 
the naval establishment of this Republic, with sundry amend- 
ments, and recommend the passage of the bill. 

T. PILLSBURY, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill and amendments, 
On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, were taken up. 
The following are the amendments proposed by the com- 
mittee; 

Ist. In section fifth, third fine, after ‘revenue,’ strike out 
‘return to its legitimate source.’ 

2nd. Substitute for section sixth: ‘Be it further enacted, 
That the office of Colonel of Ordnance be, and the same is here- 
by abolished, and the duties heretofore devolving upon that 
officer, shall be’performed by an Armorer, with such assistance 
: may be necessary under the direétion of the Secretary of 
War? F -$ 

3rd. Substitute for section seventh: ‘Beit further enacted, 
That the offices of Quarter Master General, Commissary Gen- 
eral of Subsistence, Surgeon General, Paymaster General, Ad- 
jutant and Inspector General be, and the same are hereby abo- 
lished, and the duties heretofore performed by these several 
officers, shall be performed by the Secretary of War, who is 
authorized to employ two additional clerks.’ 

Ath, Substitute for section ninth: ‘Be it further enacted, 
That the naval establishment of this Republic, shall be com- 
posed of one Captain, one Master Commander, eight Lieuten- 
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ants, ten Midshipmen, with such other warrant and petty ofi. 
cers as may b2 necessary for the establishment, upon the scale 
provided for by this act, with sixty seamen and marines, and 
one Lieutenant of marines, one Surgeon, one Assistant Su. 
geon and two Pursers.’ 

5th. Additional section: ‘Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, 
That the offices of Naval Agent and Naval Storekeeper be, and 
the same are hereby abolished, and the Captain, who shall be 
Commander-in-chief, shall have sole charge of the naval sta. 
tion at Galveston including all the vessels, who shall be held 
accountable for the safe keeping of all the public property: he 
shal] make all the purchases and attend to all the duties hereto. 
fore, performed by the Navy Agent and Storekeeper, and be sub. 
ject toallthe regulations and laws governing disbursing officers! 

6th. Additional section: ‘Sec. 11.. Be it further enacted 
That'as soon after the arrival in port, as may be practicable, the 
‘Texas Navy be laid up in ordinary, only excepting one Schoon- 
er for active service, and one ship for actrve service: but should 
the enemy invade our territory, or any armed Mexican vessel 
be fonnd cruizing on our coast, the Preaident may employ in 
actual service, any number of officers and seamen that he may 
deem necessary for the public security.’ 

7th. Additional section: ‘Seg. 12. Be it further enacted, 
That this act shall take effect from and after its passage.’ 

The question being taken: the above amendments were 
adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following as a substitute for the fifth | 
section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That the Commissioner of Revenue 
shall perform the duties of such'office without the assistance of 
any Clerk, unless it be for two months in each year, which said 
two months shall commence one month previous to the meet- 
ing of each annual Congress, and continue for one month after 
such meeting of Congress. During which term of two months, 
said Commissioner of Revenue, may employ one chief Clerk, 
who shall receive the same pay as chief Clerks in the other de- 
partments of government,’ 

Adopted. f 

Mr. Williamson offered the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of State shall dis- 
charge the duties of Attorney General of this Republic.’ 
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Mr. Hill moved to amend by inserting after the words ‘ that 
the” the words ‘office of Attorney General be, and is hereby 
abolished, and the.’ 

Accepted by Mr. Williamson. 

The question then being taken on the adoption of the section 
asamended, we 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Harrison, Hill, Haynie, 
johns, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, 
Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, Usher, Van Zandt and William- 
sn—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigs- 
by, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Menefee, Mayfield, Reily, 
Thatcher, and Wright—13. 

Adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

The select war committee, and joint war committee of the 
tvo Houses of Congress, made the following report: 


CoMMITTEE Room, ) 
Jan. 12,1841. $ 
Tothe Hon. David S, Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The select committee to which was referred the message of 
His Excellency, the President, under date of the 30th of the past 
instant, and the accompanying documents, have had the same 
under consideration; and have given it that attention which the 
importance of the matters contained in that communication so 
highly merit, and have instructed me to report thereon. 

Your committee fully concur in the views and opinions ex- 


length there recommended, and to urge upon the Hon. Con- 
gress the propriety and necessity of carrying those views into 
practical operation, in as short a time as the nature of our cir- 
cumstances willadmit. Nor are they willing to stop here, but 
further to inquire into the expediency of adopting the most ef- 
lective measures whereby Mexico could be forced to concede to 
us those rights which have been so long and so unjustly with- 
held by her. An inquiry into the position occupied by Texas, 
with regara to the other component parts of the Mexican fede- 
tation at the time of the promulgation of the plan of Toluca, 
against the enforcement of which the people of Texas took up 
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pressed by the Executive, and are prepared to go the entire 


arms, and the opposition to which has resulted in the estabhsh 
ment of Texas as a sovereign and independent republic, » 
worthy of inquiry; and will clearly prove that this governme 
has, undeniably, the right to use any and all means which if 
laws of nations would justify,to compel Mexico i0 acknowledy 
our existence as a naton. ‘The plan of Toluca, which forme 
the onfy sembiance of a written constitution under which th 
Central form of government in Mexico was organized, a 
which has been sustained and carried out in every part of th 
former federation, Texas excepted, destroyed the Federal Cor 
stitution of 182 4—established a consolidated Government, cot 
verting the free and sovereign States of the Union into depent 
ent provinces —-abolishing the State Congress, disarming th 
people, and taking from them the right of suffrage. Texas y 
fused to subinit to this change, or to relinquish her constity 
tional and vested political rights, and those which, as a Spans 
province, had been enjoyed by her under the Spanish govem 
ment; she was a separate and distinct province, and, as such, 
had a separate and distinct local organization. She was oneo 
the units that composed the general mass of the nation; and, a 
such, participated in the war of the revolution, and was repre 
sented in the Constitutional Congress of Mexico, that formel 
the Constitution of 1824. This Constitutional Congress, s 
far from destroying this unity, expressly recognized and con 
firmed it, by the law of the 7th of March, 1824, which unitei 
"Texas with Coahuila provisionally, under the especial guara 
tee of being made a State of the Confederation as soon as she 
possessed. the necessary elements. That law, and the Federn 
Constitution, gave Texas a specific political existence, and 
vested in iis inhabitants special and defined political rights 
which could only be relinquished by the people of Texas, act 
ing for themselves as a unity, and not as a part of Coahuila, fa 
the reason that the union with Coahuila was limited, and only 
gave power to the State of Coahuila and Texas to govell 
Texas for the time being, but always subject to the vested por 
tical rights of "Texas. ‘The State, therefore, though she has 
through force or choice, acquiesced in the destruction of the 
Constitution of 1824, could not relinquish or compromit the 
political rights of Texas, by agreeing to the change of gover- 
ment, or by any other act, unless expressly authorized to do % 
by the people of ‘Fexas. Neither could the supreme goverl- 
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ment legally deprive them of their political rights without their 
consent, ‘hat this was the situation in which Texas regarded 
herself as placed when the attempt was made to enforce upon 
her the Central form of government is evident, fromthe decla- 
ration of the 7th of November, 1835, in which she pledges her- 
self to Support the republican principles of the Constitution of 
1824. And it was not until all hope of restoring that Constitu- 
ton, which Texas regarded as the sacred palladium of her 
liberties, to ifs pristine power as the supreme law of the nation, 
was at an end; and Texas forced to the lamentable conclusion 
that the Mexican people had submitted to the powers which had 
overthrown the Constitution, .and acquiesced in the destruc- 
tion of their liberties, that she assumed the high and important 
altitude she now occupies as a member of the great family of 
nations. . 
Having been forced to this step by no act of her own, but by 
theunjust attempt of the Central government to extend an un- 
warrantable jurisdiction over her, it follows, as a matter of 
course, that the Mexican nation is as emphatically a foreign 
power as any Other nation of the earth, ‘Texas, having thus 
become one of the family of nations, has taken upon herself to 
actin conformity with and be governed by the law of nations. 
She has subjected herself to all the inconveniences that may 
arise to her from an observance of those laws, and claims all 
the immunities and privileges which they entitle her to. One 
ofthe first principles of that law is, that every nation is obliged 
toperform the duty of self-preservation; and since a nation is 
thus obliged to preserve herself, she has the right to every thing 
necessary for that preservation; for the law of nations gives the 
right to every thing without which that obligation could not be 
fulfilled. ‘That Texas is in a state of actual warfare against 
Mexico, none will deny. ‘That it isa war of injustice and op- 
pression on the part of the lafter, is admitted on all sides. And 
the law of nations declares the business ofa just war being to 
suppress violence and injustice, 1t gives a right to compel, by 
force, him who is deaf to the voice of justice. It gives a tight 
of doing against the enemy whatever is necessary for,weakening 
him, or disabling him from making any further resistance in 
support of his injustice; and the most effective measures for ar- 
tiving at the end, may be chosen, provided they are not in 
themselves unlawful, Texas, therefore, waging, as she does, à 
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just war against Mexico, is fully and legally entitled to all those 
rights. Moreover, a nation taking arms in a just cause, has a 
double right against its enemy. A right of putting itself i 
possession of that which belongs to it, and which the enemy 
withholds. And to this must be added the expenses incurred 
to obtain this end—the charges of the war, and the reparation 
of damages. For were the nation obliged to bear these ex. 
penses and losses, it would not fully obtain its due, or what be. 
longs to it. And further, the nation who wages a just war has 
the nght of taking from the enemy all the means of resistance 
io despoil him of his possessions, his goods, and every thing 
which may augment his forces, and enable him to make war, 
A nation, on every oportunity, lays its hands upon the enemys 
goods, appropriates them to itself, and thereby weakens its ad. 
versary, strengthens itself, and at least, in part, procures an in- 
demnification, an equivalent, either for the very cause of the 
war, or for the expenses and losses resulting from it. A nation 
here does itself justice! That Texas, therefore, has the per- 
fect right to wrest from Mexico her possessions and property, of 
every kind and description, cannot for a single moment be 
doubted; thereby forcing her to acknowledge our independ. 
ence, and pay the expenses of the war into which we have been 
drawn, in resisting her unholy attempt to wrest from us the m- 
herent and unalienable rights of man. Thatan invasion of the 
enemy’s territory, with all the concomitant circumstances that 
must necessarily attend such an event, would be the most cer- 
fain and legitimate mode of attaining that end, your committee 
are fully convinced. And here the question arises, whether tt 
is the true policy of Texas to carry her arms into Mexico, and 
retaliate In part, the horrors that have been enacted, upon her 
own citizens; or await, in a state of armed neutrality and inac- 
tivity, sach as is recommended by the Executive head of the 
nation, an invasion of our own soil, and perhaps a second to 
the fearful drama of 1836. | 

Your committee, viewing this question as one of the utmostim- 
portance, have given it the consideration which the momentous 
interest involved in its decision requires. They have taken into 
consideration all the circumstances connected with our own 
peculiar situation, and the situation of the enemy , with which 
we have to contend. Our own fiscal resources, and those of 
the enemy, have received the attention of the committee, as 
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well as the situation, extent, advantages and disadvantages, to- 
pographical and otherwise, of that region of country, which 
would, in the event of an invasion of the Mexican territory 
being the determination of this House, be the theatre upon 
which the fate of the contending nations must be determined. 

Your committee are fully aware that it is a fact well known 
atid long established, that mpney is the sinew of war; without 
that, no force can long be kept together in the field. That we 
have neither money at home nor credit, to any extent, abroad, 
isan undeniable fact, how humiliating soever may be the ac- 
knowledgment. How then are we to sustain an army in the 
field? Where are the means to come from? For defensive 
measures, your committee know not-—for offensive measures, 
they answer from the coffers of the enemy, wrested from him 
with a strong hand. 

Your committee are of opinion that it would be much easier 
to sustain an army beyond the Rio Grand, than within our 
own territory. That there the war would be made to support 
the war, and the captures and contributions, the proceeds of 
which, in accordance with the law of nations and the usages of 
war, would come into the military chest, would, if well’ man- 
aged, detray all the expenses that could be incurred by our 
army, in the enemy’s country. Yottr committee firmly believe 
that Mexico, in the plenitude of her pride, and the possession 
of that overweening self-confidence which she has inherited 
from her Spanish ancestors, and which will never permit her tó 
discover her own weakness or inability to accomplish any en- 
terprize, how unfeasible soever it may be, ıs at this moment 
using the most strenuous exertions to invade Texas with the 
largest military force shé can muster; that she is still fully-de- 
termined to conquer the “revolti d colonies,” and subject them 
ágain to her own rule; that such attempts will be made, and 
serve to alarm, harrass, and depopulate our western frontier, 
and encourage Indian hostilities on our borders, and prevent 
Settlement for years and years, so long as a defensive policy 
is pursued. ‘The nationa: characteristic of the Mexicans afford 
asure and certain guarantee. The history of the Spaniard 
from the remotest antiquity, and more especially of Spanish 
America, afford the very -best arguments to prove what we are 
to expect from. Mexico, and show the tenacity with which that 
people adhere to national territory. . The reluctanee with 
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which they part with it, and the sacrifices they are ready tó 
make rather than witness its dismemberment. The obstinacy 
with which Spain refused to acknowledge the independence of 
her revolted colonies is well known; and the time to which the 
recognition of Mexico was protracted will be, by her, visited 
upon our heads in a quadruple ratio; and, hanging like an in. 
cubus upon us, will be attended with consequences the most 
deleterions to our national advancement and prosperity. So 
long as Texas confines herself purely to defensive measures, 
army after army will be assembled upon her borders; invasion 
after invasion must be repelled; emissaries will continue to ex- 
cite the hostility of the bordering Indians, whose savage war- 
fare and depredations must long retard the settlement of your 
frontiers; and the desolated fields and tenantless homesteads of 
the citizens will exhibit striking testimonials of the weak and 
infatuated policy which has already reduced Texas to the brink 
of destruction; and whieh, if persisted in, must inevitably hurl 
herinto the abyss. ‘Texas is, at this moment, unable to sup- 
port her own population, as is proven by the immense amount 
of provisions imported daily from abroad! How then is she to 
support two armies in the field? And yet this must be the in. 
evitable consequence of an invasion of her territory. Theen- 
emy will, most assuredly, forage upon her; and, with her sparse 
population, she has not within her the recuperative energies 
which will enable her to rise from such a prostration, and fa- 
mine, the sure and terrible companion of war must for years 
desolate the country. 

Nor would foreign nations regard usin the light they now 
do; ifinstead of púrsuing the temporising-and conciliatory po- 
licy, which has hitherto marked our intercourse with Mexico, 
and the policy of this government, we had boldly announced to 
the world, that the war should be conducted upon the usages 
and customs of nations, in weakening at all points our enemy, 
according to the rules of civilized warfare, and thereby force 
from her the recognition of our national existence. We would 
au that event have been regarded as a people who know our rig his, 
and knowing them, are able and wilting to maintain them. Our 
nationality and character abroad, would have stood higher— 
our accredited agents would no longer be.seen in every market 
and Jew shop, supplicating aloan, at rates that would put the 
yeriest Shylock to the blush—our national honor and credit 
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would no longer be the subject of barter at every banker’s coun- 
ter; population would increase, because the citizens of other 
climes in emigrating to our country would be guaranteed in 
the protection of their persons and property, against the mvad- 
mg forces-of our enemy, and the ravages of the allies, the Indi- 
ans, whose cupidity, avarice and vengeance are eternally stimu- 
lated by Mexican emissaries. 

These things, itis believed, are the natural consequences of 
that confidence in the stability of Texas and her institutions, 
which will be the sure result of a step so decided. 

Your committee, however much they may be impressed with 
these opinions, or the necessity cf urging upon the honorable 
Congress the propriety of taking into consideration the most ex- 
pedient and energetic method of throwing the whole disposable 
force, naval and military, of the Republic, upon znd beyond the 
Rio Grande, and thus prosecute the war, upon the principle ‘of 
weakening the enemy at every assailable point, and of making 
the war support itself as justified by the rules of war, are re- 
strained at this juncture of our affairs, from recommending so 
decided aline of policy, viewing, as they do, the question 
merged into one of immediate and prompt defence. A decent 
respect, too, to treaty stipulations, and the proposed media- 
tion of England, induce them to hope, that the end sought to be 
attained by such a movement, may be reached through a differ- 
ent channel. It is pretty accurately ascertained that our Min- 
ister to Belgium and Holland has obtained our recognition of 
independence by those governments, and now at the Court of 
St. James, has succeeded in negotiating a treaty of recognition, 
amity and commerce, with that powerful government, whose 
influence is well known in Mexico, who has assumed the office 
of mediator between us and onr enemy, upon a basis, it isto be 
hoped, of securing to us the full demands we have made and 
the integrity and inviolability of our soii; and as favorable re- 
sults are to be anticipated from that mediation, your committee 
are of opinion, thatifeven offensive measures were determined: 
to be the most expedient, that for the present at least, they 
should be suspended until the sequel is known, and the views 
of our enemy better defined. Recent movements on her part, 
however, too plainly indicate the present policy to be adopted 
by this government; that Texas should not be wholly. unpre- 
pared in the cvent of a failure-of mediation, they would re 
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mend the most active preparatory measures fo repel invasion, 
For that from all the information your committee has been epa. 
bled to procure touching the present and immediate purposes of 
the government of Mexico, we are forced to the conclusion that 
it is the settled intention of that people to invade us during the 
ensuing spring, in force 

Believing this, as we do, your committee cannot doubt that 
the true policy and interest of our country requires the exercise 
of the utmost vigilance on the part of the constituted authorities 
of the governinent, and the immediate appropriation of every 
legitimate means to place the resources of the country in such 
a condition as to be most available and efficient, to maintain the 
integrity of our soil, repel the threatened invasion .and avert the 
horrors of war within our settlements. Your committee view- 
ing the Executive branch of the government as justly chagea. 
ble with the proper defence of the country, believe it would be 
inexpedient to suggest any plan of operations, or to define the 
means by which the country is to be protected. 


‘The emergency of the times calls for concentration of pur 
poses, and that every aid and co-operation should be extended 
by the legislative branch of the government, to that which is 
charged with the conduct of the war. 

Your committee have therefore instructed us to report to the 
House resolutions to that effect. 


JAS. S. MAYFIELD, 

- Chairman of Select Committee. 
W. HENRY DAINGERFIED, 
Chair’n Joint Com. on part of Senate. 

W. N. PORTER, 
Chairn Joint Com. on part of House. 


Which report was received, and joint resolution authorizing 
the President to eall into service the necessary forces to repel 
the contemplated invasion, and defend the country; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Houston moved that two hundred and fifty copies of the 
above 1eport and resolution be printed, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Mayfield, Pills- 
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bury, Porter, Reily Rogers, Smith of M., Thatcher, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson—20. 

NAYS—Messrs.Armett, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, Johns, 
Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas, and 
Usher—12. 


lncy, and the accompanying documents, which had been re- 
ferred to the war committee, be printed. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Ens- 
yorth, Grigsby, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Miller, Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Smith of M., Thatcher Van 
Zandt, Wright and Williamson—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Harrison, Huling, Haigler, Johns, 
ceo, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas and Usher—11. 

arried, 

| Mr, Miller moved that the report of the joint war committee 
made at a previous day, be printed, 
| The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
| AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Ensworth, Grigsby, Miller, May- 
| eld; Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Rogers and 'Thatcher—10. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Harri- 
son, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menefee, 
Roberts, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, Usher, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson—20. 
| Lost. 
| A message from the Senate informing the House of the re- 
Jusal of the Senate to concur in the amendments of the House 
{0a bill appropriating seventy-five thousand dollars in promis- 
sory notes of this Government, to carry into effect the provi- 
ons of an act to sectionize and sell the lands formerly reserved 
or, and occupied by the Cherokee Indians. , 
| A message from the Senate informing the House of the pas- 
‘age, with amendments, of a bill defining the way by which 
holders of conditional ‘certificates shall establish the same. 
| Also, of the passage of a bill confirming the use and occu- 
Pation, and enjoyment.of the Churches, Church lots and ‘Mis- 
Sion Churches, to the Roman Catholic congregations, living 
Rear or in the vicinity of the same. 


49 


482 


The engrossing committee made the following report: 


January 12, 1841. 
The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to repor 
that they have examined 

A bill for the relief of Jas. W. Smith. 
Also, a bill for the relief of Wm. S. Wallace. 
And a bill to establish and incorporate Trinity College. 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chairman, 


House or S 


Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the report and resolution of 
the war committee, were made the special order of the day for 
Friday next at eleven o'clock, a. m. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That no new business shall be introduced into the 
House of Representatives of the present Congress, after the 15th 
instant, without the consent of two-thirds of all the members 
present, 

Read first time, 

Mr. Porter moved a suspension of the rule that the resolution 
might be placed on its second reading. 

Lost; and 

Resolution laid on the table one day for consideration. 

A bill creating asystem of bankruptcy, and regulating the 
collection of foreign debts. 

Read third time. 

The question being taken on its final passage, 

‘The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Harrison, Hv- 
ling, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Mil- 
ler, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith ot M., Thomas, 
Thatcher, Usher,” Van Zandt and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Grigsby, Hill, Houston, 
Mayfield, Pillsbury, Shaw,and Williamson—9. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

Mr. Williamson moved a reconsideration of the vote on the 
adoption of a resolution giving extra pay to the Clerks of the 
House of Representatives, 
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The ayes and nay were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES-——Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Roberts, 
Rogers, Smith of M., Thomas, Van Zandt, Wright and Wil- 
amson—18. - 

NAYS—Messrs. Huling, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Murchison, 
Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Shaw, Thatcher, and 
(sher-—12. 

Carried. 

Mr. Wright moved to strike out ‘ fifteen dollars,” 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow; Barnett, Caldwell, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Rogers, Smith of 
M., Thomas, Van Zandt and Wright—15. — 

NAYS—Messrs. Ensworth, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, 
Johns, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, '‘hatcher and Usher—15. a 

There being a tie, the motion was lost. 

Mr. Houston moved that the Chaplain of this House came 
within the provisions of this resolution. 

Lost. 

Mr. Barnett moved that the resolution be so amended as to 
allow no extra pay to the Clerks for * Sunday.’ 

Lost. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

Add to the resolution ‘upon the certificates of the Chief Clerk.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following as a substitute for the re- 
tolution, viz: 

‘Resolved, That the Clerks of the House of Representatives 
shall receive in addition to the salary they now receive, the 
sum of eight dollars per day, l 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messis, Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Smith of M., 
Yan Zandt, Wright and Williamson—14. 

NAYS—Messrs, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, 
Johns, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Thomas, Thatcher and Usher—-16, 

Rejected, 
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The question then being taken on the adoption of the orig, 
nal resolution, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Ensworth, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler 
Johns, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Thatcher, Usher and Wright—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Smith of M, 
Thomas, Yan Zandt, and Williamson—14. 

Carried, and resolution adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate a 
-ompany to be called the Franco Texienne Company, and 
granting certain privileges to the same. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the House adjourned until 
*hree o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and not a quorum present. 

‘The question being put, the sergeant-at-arms was despatched 
for absentees. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow at nine 
o'clock, a.m. Lost. 

A quorum being present, 

‘The House proceeded to business, 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate a company to be 
called the Franco Texienne Company, and granting certam 
privileges to the same. 

Was read first time. $ 

Mr. Van Zandt moved the suspension of the rule, in order to 
place the bill upon its second reading. Lost. 

Mr. Harrison moved its indefinite postponement: 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, the vote was reconsidered on 
the adoption of an amendment to the bill incorporating Trinity 
College, requiring the land to bring three dollars per acre. 

Mr. Harrison moved to strike out ‘three dollars,’ and insert 
‘one dollar and twenty-five cents.’ Lost. 


Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill for the revision of the 
aws. 


Read first time, and 
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On motion, rule suspended, and “3 i 
Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on the 
diciary. 

Mr. Porter, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
Houses of Congress will adjourn ‘sine die’ on Wednesday, the 
20th instant. 

Mr. Mayfield moved its indefinite postponement. 

Lost; and 

Resolution laid on the table one day for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, a bill for the relief of Samuel 
Hews was taken up, and 
| Read second time, and on motion, 
| Ordered to be engrossed. 
| Mr. Williamson moved to take up a bill for the relief of 
Thos. J. Smith, 
| The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
| AYES—Messrs. Caldwell, Grigsby, Haigler, Haynie, Me- 
'nefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Shaw, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Wright and Williamson—16. . 
| NAYS—Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Ensworth, Harri- 
jon, Huling, Hill, Johns, Lann, Porter, Roberts, Rogers and 
| Yan Zandt—13. , 
| Carried, and bill read second time. 
| On motion of Mr. Shaw, the rule was suspended, and 
| Bill read third time and passed. i 
| Mr. Pillsbury, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to 
i aact to dispense with the necessity of protesting negotiable 
instruments for dishonor and other purposes, passed January 
i th, 1840. l 
| Read first time. 
| Mr. Haigler moved to take up a bill for the relief of Henry 
| Homey. Lost. i 
| Abill to provide for the investigation of forfeited and escheat- 
ed lands, and to direct the manner of disposal of the same, 
being the special order of the day, was taken up, still on its 
second reading. 

The question being taken on the following amendment, of- 
| red by the committee of the whole House, viz : 
| ‘Unless sufficient excuse in law shall be shown why the con- 
ditions of the law were pot complied with. 
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The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Grigs. 
Sy, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, 
Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Thatcher, Usher and Van 
Zandt—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Ensworth, Harrison, Hill, Johns, 
Lann, Muller, Porter, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, 
Wright and Williamson—14. 

Adopted. j 

The question being taken on the following amendment, offer. 
ed ‘by the committee of the whole House, viz: 

‘Provided that when any location or title of any genuine and 
jegal claims, not exceeding one league and labor, shall have 
been made end obtained in any part of this Republic ou any im- 
provement, with the consent of the settler or occupant first had 
obtained in writing, then and in that case, said location or title 
and shall be good and valid against all location or title subse. 
quently made and obtained upon said land: Provided, said lo- 
cation should have been otherwise legal and valid? 

fa which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Grigs- 
by, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, 
Reily, Roberts and Usher—14, 

NAYS—Messrs. Harrison, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Lanny, 
Murchison, Muller, Porter, Rogers, Shaw, Smith of M, 
‘Thomas, Thatcher, Van Zandt Wright and Williamson—16. 

Rejected. f 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following amendment: 

‘Provided, always that nothing in this act shall be so con- 
strued as to permit any land certificate, land scrip, or land war- 
rant, to be located upon any lands in the possession and occu- 
pancy of another.’ 

Mr. Hill offered the following as an amendment to Mr. | 
Caldwell’s amendment: 

‘And provided, further, that such exemption by possession 
and occupancy, shall not extend toa greater amount ihan one 
league and one labor of land. 

Adopted. 

The question then being taken on the adoption of Mr. Cald- 
well’s amendment, as amended. Adopted. 
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Mr. Kaufman moved to strike out ‘seventh section,’ 

Mr. Caldwell offered a substitute for Mr. Kaufman’s motion: 

Jn seventh section, after the word ‘alien,’ insert ‘enemies.’ 

Accepted by Mr. Kaufman. 
| Mr. Blow moved to strike out in section seventh, from 
whose’ to ‘are.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until ten o’clock, to- 
morrow. 

Lost. 

Mr. Usher moved to adjourn until nine o’clock, a. m. 

Lost. 

Mr. Houston moved that the House adjourn until ten 
clock, to-morrow morning. 

Upon which motion the ayes and nays were called for, and 
stood thus: ; 
AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Caldwell, Enswoith, Hu- 
Ing, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Menefce, Menard, Mayfield, 
ermal Reily, Kogers, ‘Thatcher, Usher and Williamson 

7% | 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Harrison, Hill, Johns, Lann, Mur- 
thison, Milier, Porter, Roberts, Shaw, Smith of M., Thomas, 
Yan Zandt and Wright—14. 

Carried, and House!adjourned until ten o’clock, a. m., to- 
morrow. 


n-d 


Wepnespay, January 13, 1841. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Ensworth, 
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Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Jobus, 
Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberis 
fogers, Shaw, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

Tne House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill to quiet the land claims of the 
Republic of Texas: 

Also, a bill of limitations; 

Also, a bill to provide for the better collection of moneys dus 
‘from delinguent agents and officers of the government; 

Also, a bill to legalize the acts of the board of Land Commis- 
sioners of Harrison county; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of J. Snively, Paymaster 
General; 

Also, the passage, with amendments, of a bill to change the 
name of certain persons therein named; 

Also, of the indefinite postponement of a bill to amend the 
forty-third section of the act establishing the jurisdiction and 
powers ofthe district courts; 

Also, of a bill to repeal a portion of the eighth section of an 
act regulating the license and practice of Attorneys. 

Mr. Arnett presented the petition of sundry citizens of Liber- 
ty county, praying for certain relief therein named; 

Which was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Franklin Hardin, praying for relief; 

Which was referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Washington county and of Robertson county, praying for the 
formation of a new county: f 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Austin county, pray- 
ing to be attached to the county of Washington; 


Which petitions were referred to the committee on county 
boundaries. \ 


On motion of Mr. Reily, Mr. E. J. Felder was granted leave 


to withdraw his petition and accompanying documents, now Ín 
the possession of this House. 


- 


The committee oh public lands to which was teferred the 
ition of J. Chenoworth, 
Reported by a bill for his relief. 


WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. - 
| Which report was received, and biil read first time. 


| The committee on education, to which was referred the bill 
gestadlish and incorporate Guadalupe College, 

Reported the bill back to the House, without amendment, 
brd recommended its passage. 


C. R. JOHNS, Chair’n. 


| Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
home up among the orders of the day. 
| Fhe engrossing committee made the following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 13, 1541, i 

| The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
fiat they have examined the following bills: 

| Abill for the relief of Sam’l Hewes, ete.: 

| Abill to establish certain offices therein named, and to fix the 
faval establishment of this Republic; 

| And a joint resolution to validate the land certificate of 
Thomas 1, Smith, _ 

| And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

- THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


| Which report was adopted. 
| The enrolling committee made the following report; 


Hovse of REPRESENTATIVES, } 

January 13, 1841. 

| The committee on enrolled bills, have examined a bill for 

he relief of purchasers of lots ın the city of Austin, and on the 

act adjoining: 

| And a bill confirming the use, occupation and enjoyment of 
: churches, church lots dnd mission churches, to the Roman 

katholic congregations living near or in the ‘vicinity of the 
ame, 

| Which they find correctly enrolled. 

59 
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Said bills having been signed by the Speaker of the House! 
ef Representatives, and the President, pro tem. of the Senate, 
and endorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they originated in the] 
House of Representatives, were presented to the President for | 
his approval on the 12th inst. : 

A. S. ENSWORTH, Chair’n, 


Which report was adopted. | 
Mr. Arnett, by leave, introduced a bill extending the first | 
section of the act legalizing certain mayrlages, approved June } 
5th, 1837; 
Read first time. 
On motion, rule suspended, and 
Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on the į 
judiciary. | 
Mr. Miller offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on finance be, and they are | 
hereby instructed to provide, and report by bill, some effective | 
mode of securing the prompt collection of taxes in those | 
counties wherein no assessments and coliections have yet been | 
made, l 
Adopted. 


The select committee, to which was referred a bill to repeal | 
the tariff system, 
Reported by a substitute for the same, and recommended its | 


passage. 
G. H. HARRISON, Chain. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to; 
eome up among the orders of the day. 
The House proceeded to the business on the Speaker's ta | 
ble, and the : 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to provide the mode for the investigation of escheated 
and forfeited lands, and direct the manner of disposing of the 
same, being the special order of the day, was taken up, still on 
its second reading. 

The question being taken on the adoption of the amendment 
offered by Mr. Mayfield, on yesterday; 
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Was lost, and amendment rejected. 

The question then being taken, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill defining the way by which holders of conditional cer- 
tiicates shall establish the same, was taken up. 

The question being taken the sundry amendments made by 
the Senate, were concurred in by the House. 

A joint resolution to provide for the better collection of 

moneys due from delinquent agents and officers of the govern- 
ment, taken up. 

The following amendment made by the Senate, viz: 

In section fourth, third line, insert ‘en? so as to read ‘ten 
thousand dollars.’ 

The question being taken, was concurred in by the House. 

A bill concerning change of venue in eivil suits, taken up. 

The question being taken, the substitute offered by the Sen- 
ate for the same, was “concurred in by the House. 

Mr. Smith of M., by leave, introduced a joint resolution au- 
thorizing Benj. F. Smith, to adopt Benj. Josiah Smith, son of 
Josiah E. Smith; 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, the rule was suspended, and” 

Resolution read second time, and 

On motion, the rule was further suspended, and 

Resofution read‘third time, and passed. 

A bill to amend an act to regulate proceedingsin civil suits, 
taken up. 

The question being taken, the House refused-to concur in 
the substitute offered “by the Senate, for the same. 

A bill to change the name of certain persons therein named, 
taken up. - 

The following amendment offered by the Senate: ° 

{n first section, third line, strike out ‘Reausseav,’ and insert 
‘Rousseau; and also, in fourth line, strike ont ‘Reasseau, and 
insert ‘Rousseau.’ Concurred in by the House. 

Also, the following amendment: In second section, in seventh 
line, strike out ‘body,’ and insert ‘by descent.’ 

The question being put, the House refused to concur in- the 
amendment. 

A bill to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda and 
Colorado, for judicial and other purposes, taken up. 
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The following substitute for the second section, offered by 
the Senate: 

‘Section 2d. Beit further enacted, That the above described 
territory, shall be known and styled Ward district, and shall be 
organized in conformity with an act to organize a certain part 
of the county of Liberty, for judicial and other purposes, ap- 
proved February 5th, 18407 

Also the following additional section: 

‘Section 4th. Be it further enacted, That the Sheriff of Ma- 
tagorda eounty shall appoint a deputy Sheriff for that part of 
the district composed of the county of Matagorda; and the 
Sheriff of Colorado county, a deputy for that part of the district 
composed of the county of Colorado.’ 

The question being taken, the House refused to concur in 
the amendments of the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act of limitations; 

Read first time, and passed to a second reading. 

A bill to quiet the land claims in the Republic of Texas; 

Read first time. 


A communication from the State Department, in answer to 
a resolution of the IIouse of Representatives of the 11th inst, 
requesting the Secretary of State to furnish this House with 
the egy of the contract with Messrs. Cruger and Bonnell, for 
printing the laws and journals of the fourth Cg s, together 
with a copy of their bonds. ete., was read, ad 
On motion of Mr. H^ “ee SS 
munication and accor - sts, 
mates, were refe 
portion to thx - 
Mr. Mille . 
town of Atas, 
Read first 
A joint r 


«above com- 
hing the esti- 
finance, and the other 


a bill to incorporate the 


of Thomas B. Huling & Co.; 


o thir ‘ : 
joint res relief of Martha Stanback; 
Read third ¢ ed. 


A message w ¿yed from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of G. 


W. Barnett, attorney in fact for the widow and heirs of Thomas 
F. Edwards: 


493 


Also a bill prescribing the mode of organizing the House of 
Representatives; 

Also a bill supplementary to an act, approved December, 
1840, to repeal and amend certain parts of an act concerning 
executions; 

Also the passage, with amendments, of a bill supplementary 
{oan act authorizing the issuing of duplicate land warrants, 
discharges, head rights, ete.; 

Also the passage of a bill for the relief of Maria Jesus De 
Garcia; 

Also, a bill to provide for the erection of a penitentiary; 

And also a joint resolution to adjourn Congress sine die. 

A bill to abolish certain offices therein named, and to fix the 
naval establishment of the Republic; 

Read third time. 

Mr. Blow moved its reference to the committee on the state 
of the Republic. 

Lost. 

Mr. Mayfield moved its reference to a committee of the 
whole House. 

Lost. 5 
. Mr. Williamson called for the previous question. 

The question being taken, shall the main question be now put. 

Was carried. 

The final passage of the bill, being the main question, was 
now taken. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood.thus: 

AY tS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Gngsby, Harrison, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menefee, 
Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Shaw, 
Smith of M., Thomas, Usher, Yan Zandt, and Williamson 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Huling, Houston, Haigler, 
Menard, Mayfield, Reily, Thatcher and Van Ness—10. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, with amendments of a bill to authorize 
the Chief Justice of Milam county, to have land appraised and 
condemned for public use, and to remunerate the owner or 
owners thereof forthe same. _ 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act authorizing 
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the issuing of duplicate land warrants, discharges, and head 
rights on certain conditions, was taken up. 

The following amendment offered by the Senate: 

“ Provided, that the owner, if an alien, of said claim, shall, 
previous to the applying for a duplicate of the same, make or 
cause publication to be made for sixty days in a newspaper pub- 
lished at the seat of Government of Texas.’ 

The question being taken, the House concurred in the above 
amendment. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hews, late collector of the dis. 
trict of Aransas. 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill to regulate proceedings in admiralty, was taken up on 
its second reading. 

On motion of Mr Yan Zandt, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

A bill for the relief of James W. Smith 

Read third time, and passed. 

A message was received from his excellency the President, 
by the hands of his Private Secretary. 

The following communication from his Excellency the Pre- 
sident, and the accompanying letter of Mr. Demitt, were read: + 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Jan. 13, 1841. 


To the Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 


Gentlemen,—I transmit for your consideration, copy of a 
letter this moment received from P. Demitt, Esq., an intelli- 
gent citizen residing at La Villade Jos J acales. This letter 
seems to add confirmation strong to the many rumors of inva- 
sion, that have preceded it. ‘“ Delays are dangerous,” is an old 
adage; and we may possibly realize its truth, 1f we continue to 

, suspend the safety, and to compromit the honor of the country 
on a punctilious calculation of dollars and cents. 

The Executive awaits the action of the Congress. 


DAYID G. BURNET. 


On motion, the above communication and accompanying 
letter were jaid on the table for the present, 
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A bill to regulate the Clerical Department of the House of 
Representatives, taken up on its second reading; and 
On motion of Mr. Hill, was indefinitely postponed. 


Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of State to contract. 


for printing the journals of the last Congress, taken up on its 
second reading; and 

On motion of Mr. Reily, referred to the committee on pub- 
lic printing. 

A bill authorizing District Attorneys to challenge jurors. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill the better to define the boundaries of the county of 


' Galveston. 


Read third time. 

Mr. Houston moved to lay the bill-on the table for the pre- 
sent. Lost. 

The question then being taken, the bill passed. 

A bill to release certain land titles from the condition that 
they shall never pass into mortmain, taken up on its second 
reading; and 

On motion, indefinitely postponed. 

A bill to change the time of the meeting of Congress. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the rule was suspended; and. 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Porter moved to strike out ‘Ist Monday in October, and 
insert ‘ lst Monday in June.’ 

A division of the question being called for, the question on 
striking qut was lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved that the bill be laid on the table until 
called up. Lost. j 

Mr. Van Zandt moved its indefinite postponement. Lost, ° 

Mr. Williamson offered the following amendment: 

Add, ‘and that the next annual session of Congress take 
place at the town of Washington.’ 

Mr. Thomas moved to amend by striking out ‘ Washington,’ 
and inserting ‘ Industry.’ f 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill together with the amend- 
ments were referred to the committee on the state ot the Re- 
public. 

A joint resolution to adjourn Congress ‘sine die.’ 

ad first time. 
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Mr. Hill moved to strike out ‘26th? Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the resolution was laid on the table 
until-the 18th inst. 

A bill for the relief of J. W. Cole. 

Read second time, and on motion, 

Laid on the table until called up. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of their concurrence in the amendments of the House to 
to a bill to protect the rights of the heirs and next of kin of the 
members of the Georgia Battalion, and other volunteers from 
foreign countries, who have fallen in the battles of the Republic 
or otherwise died within the limits of the same. 


The select committee to which was referred the petition of 
cenerals Hunt and Henderson: 
Reported by a joint resolution, and unanimously recom- 
mended its passage. 
SAM HOUSTON, Chair’n. 


Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the rule was suspended, and 

Resolution read second time. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

Insert, ‘ with the interest thereon to? Adopted. 

The question then being taken, the resolution was ordered-to 
be engrossed. i 

Joint resolution for the relief of Capt. Lewis Sanches, on its 
second reading. 

Mr. Hill moved to strike out ‘2nd Auditor,’ and insert ‘1st 
Auditor” Lost. á 

Mr. Murchison offered the following additional section: 

‘Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, That all the familjes of 
those who have transgressed the laws of their country be pro- 
vided for in the same way,’ 

Rejected. i 

The question then being taken on its engrossment; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Coles, Harrison, Huling, 
Houston, Haigler, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, 
Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Wright and 
Williamson—18, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Ensworth, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Murchison, 
Miller, Pillsbury, Roberts, Shaw and Usher—10. 
Carried. - 
On motion of Mr. Menefee, the House adjourned until 
three o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. W. 


The House met, 

A quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Harrıson, by leave, introduced a substitute for an act es- 
tablishing a military code, and regulating the government of 
the militia. 

Mr. Mayfield moved it lie on the table until called tp. Lost, 

On motion of Mr. Var Zandt, the bill@vas made the special 
order of the day for this evening, at seven, p. m. 

An act prohibiting a forced sale of slaves under execution, 
was taken up; and 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, was made the special order ef 
he day for Tuesday next. 

Resolution prohibiting the introduction of any new business 
after the 15th instant, was taken up. i 

Mr. Usher moved its indefinite postponement- Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the resolution was laid om the 
table. 

A bill for the relief of William S. Wallace. 

Was read third time, and passed. 

An act to establish and incorporate Trinity College. 

Read third time and passed. 

An act to authorize B. F. Smith and Doct, Sam’ Thompson 
bemancipate certain negroes therein named. 

Was read second time, and 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time. 

_ The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
ttood thus: - . 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Coles, Menefee, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Thomas, Usher, 
Yan Zandt and Williamson—14. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Arnett, ‘Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigsby, Hu- 
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ling, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, 
Shaw, Thatcher and Wright—15. 


Rejected. 

A bill for the relief of William G. Evans. 

Was read second time, and 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Woods Ward. 
Was read second time, and 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Joel B. Crain. 
Was read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, referred to the committee on 


claims and accounts. 


Joint resolution fomthe relief of Sarah Alway. 

Read second time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas T. McIver. 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on claims 


and accounts. 


Joint resolution for the relief of A. M. Clare. 
Read second time, and referred to the committee on claims 


and accounts. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Mrs. Mary Moffit. 

Read second time. 

On moion, rule suspended, and 

Resolution read third time, and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Thoms B. Huling. 

Read second time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Resolution read third time, and passed. . 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jas. Hoggett, taken up; and 
On motion, laid on the table. : 

A bill for the benefit of purchasers of rea] estate, and to se- 


cure a compensation for improvements made thereon, on its 
second reading. 


Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment: 
Strike out in line seventh, all after the word ‘law, to the 


word ‘obtained; in the eighth line in section first. 


Adopted; and 
Bill ordered to be engrossed, 
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A message from his Excellency the President was received, 
by the hands of his Private Secretary. ; 

The following communication from the President, and the 
documents accompanying, were read: 


ExecuTive DEPARTMENT 
Austin, Janz 13, 1841. i 
Tothe Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 

Gentlemen,~-Intelligence of the movements of the enemy, 
cowds upon us, and I feel it my duty to impart it to the Repre- 
sentatives of the people. 

The enclosed is copy of a letter just received at the war office. 
Itmay assist to dissipate the doubts that have hung around all 
our minds, in relation to the threatened invasion. 

Ihave, also, the honor to transmit copy of a communication’ 
just received from the Secretary of War. ‘Thatit is within the 
tention, and isthe duty of the present Congress, to retrench 
theexpenses of Government, as far as retrenchment may be 
practicable, without unduly represssing its legitimate functions, 
and thus impeding their wholesome operation, I confidently 
hope and believe. But retrenchment is not necessarily econo- 
my; on the contrary, it may result in actual extravagance and 
waste. J will not undertake to suggest to the wisdom of Con- 
gress the particular offices, either in the civil or military division 
of the public service, that may be profitably blended with others, 
or absolutely abolished. But I-trust the honorable Congress 
will not, at a crisis like the present, yield their judgment to 


hasty impulse. i 
DAVID G. BURNET. 


Mr. Arnett moved that the above communication and accom- 
panying letters be laid on the table for the present, Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, they were referred to the select 
war committee. i 

Joint resolution for'the relief of the members of the expedition 
against ‘Tampico in 1835. 

Was read second time, 

Mr. Vau Zandt offered the following amendment: 

‘ Provided, said land shall be located west of the Rio Grande.’ 

Adopted. 
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Nir. Williamson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
resolution; 

The ayes and nay were calied for, and stood as follows: 

AYES-—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ens. 
worth, Grigsby, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Menefee, Murchison, Pillsbury, Porter, Ragers, Shaw, Smith 
of M., Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson—23. 

NAYS-——Messrs. Huling, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, 

Roberts and Thomas,—7. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, the petition of J. B. Ransom was 
recommitted to the committee on claims and accounts. 

A bill for the relief of John Chalmers; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Haynie moved its indefinite postponement. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Ens. 
worth, Grigsby, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, 
Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Rogers, Smith of M, 
Thomas, Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—2l1. 

NAYS—=zlessrs. Caldwell, Huling, Hill, Menard, Reilly, 
Roberts, Shaw, Thatcher and Williamson—9. 

Carried. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of G. W. Spier, 
deceased; 

Read second time. 

On motion, tiie rule was suspended, and 

Resolution read third time and passed. 

A bill incorporatlng the Galveston Artillery Company; 

Read second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill incerporating the Travis Guards; 

Read secoud time. 

On motion, tie iule was suspended, and 

Bill read t'iid titne and passed. 


Joint resolu: | :.r the relief of Cyrus Campbell; 
Read secon 

On motior. - pended, and 

Resolutio. = '. dA time and passed. 

Joint reso. . - e relief of Leonard Williams; 


Read secu. + . uw... laid on the table. 
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joint resolution. for-theveligtofGeorge. Odtinealy- o os 
Read second time, : 

On motion, rate suspended, and. «e >» ote 
Resolution tead-third timeänd: passed: 

A message Was received frof the-Senate, informing the 
House that the-Senate adheres to thefirst amendment, and 
recedes from the second amendment, made by- them to a bill to 
oganize a part ofthe counties of*Matagorda and.Colorado, for 
judicial and: other- purposes: he ee i, 

And also that they agree to all: the atmendmeénts, with the 
exception of ‘striking owt in rule foutehe*fitty acres’ and insert- 
ng ‘ihrée hundred and wyénty acres,’ made bv the House to a 
bill creating a system of-banieraptey, etes s$ 
And also, that they adhere to their amendments miade fo æ 
bll to change the name of-certain persens-therein named; 

And also, that they. agree to the three first, and disagree to 
the two last amendmems of the House, toa bill tg regulate the 
granting and tral of igjunctions, etc.; 


amend an act regrilating the proceedings in eivil sits, approved 
January 5th, 1840. 

A bill to create a system öf bankruptey; and-regalate the cal- 

lection of foreign dvbts, taken up. Lene 
The question being taken, the House receded (fom the 

amendment, which the Sénate refused to concur in. - 

| Abill to amend an act regulating the proeeedings in civil 

mits, approved January 5th, 1840; taken up. =” 

| The question being taken, the substitute offered by ‘the Se- 

mate, was concurred in by the House. 

| A bill to regulate the granting and trial of-injunctions, ete.; 

laken up. : l 

| The question being taken, the House refifsed to recede from 

heir amendments. 

| A bill to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda and 

Colorado, for judicial and other purposes, taken up. 

| The question being taken, the House refused t0 recede frora 

their disagreement to the amendments of the Senate. 

, = bill to change the name of certam persons therein named, 

taken up. 

| The question being taken, the House reeeded from their 
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And that they adhere to their substitute offered for a bill to. 
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disagreement to the amendments of the Senate, and concurred 
in thesame. 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House adjourned unti 
weven o’clock, p. m. 


Seven O'CLOCK, P. m, 
The House met, 


The roll was called, and not a quorum present. 

On motion, the sergeant-at-arms was instructed to bring the 
absentees betore the Hause forthwith. 

A quorum being present, House proceeded to business. 

An act establishing a mihtary code, and regulating the go. 
yernment of the militia, being the special order of the day for 
seven e’cloek, was taken up. 

Mr. Harrison moved that the House go into committee of the 
whole, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messzs. Speaker, Arnett, Ensworth, Harrison, 
Huling, Uaynie, Johus, Laon, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury. 
Porter, Roberts, Usher and Van Zandt—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, ill, Houston, Haigler, 
Menefee, Menard, Shaw, Thomas, Thatcher, Wright and Wi- 
Hamson—12, 

Carried, and 

House went into committee of the whole, Mr. Blow in the 
ehair. 

After some time spent therein, the commitiee rose, reported 
the bill back to the House, and recommended its passage, and 
the substitute offered by Aly. Harrison be laid on the table, 

Report adopted. l 

Mr. Lill offered the following amendment to the third section. 

Strike ont ‘City of Austin, and insert ‘seat of government. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Ul offered the following amendment to the fourth 
section: ; ; 

Strike out ‘Milam,’ and insert before ‘Washington, the 
word ‘and.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. ‘Harrison offered the following as a substitute for section 
tenth: 

‘Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Seere- 
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nry of State, to hive published, this law, in pamphlet form, 
wiih marginal notes and index, and that a eapy of the same 
shall be furnished to each commissioned officer in this Repub- 
ic, and the Secretary of State is hereby required to employ 
some suitable person to prepare said original notes and index, 
and to superintend said military code; which person so appoint- 
ed, shall receiye such compensation as the Secretary of State 
may allow, and upon his certificate, the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury will pay the same out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 
The question being taken, the substitute was rejected. 
Mr. Porter moved a suspension of the rule which prohibits 
bills from being amended on their third reading. 
Carried. f 5 
Mr. Porter offered the following amendment to eleventh 
section: 
‘So that so much of the county of Harrison, north of the Sa- 
bine, be included in the fourth brigade, 
Rejected. 
Mr. Blow moved the roll be called. Lost, 
Mr. Williamson offered the following amendment to the bil}! 
_, *Beit further enacted, That so rnuch of the law as requires 
that the militia be divided into three classes, be, and the same 
is hereby repealed.’ l 
Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus : oo. 
AYES—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Menefee, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson—6. $ 
NAYS— Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Harrison, 
Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Mur- 
chison, Miller, Pillsbury, Potter, Roberts, Shaw, Thomas, 
Thatcher and Usher—20. 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until nine o’clock, to- 
Morrow morning. 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Haynie, the House adjourned untit ten 
o'clock, to-morrow, 
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Tuvurspay, January 14, 1841, 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

‘The roll was called, aud the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, 
Johns, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, 
Roberts, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

In pursuance of a motion of yesterday, the Speaker appoint. 
ed the following members as a committee of conference on the 
part of the House, on a bill to organize a pait of the counties of 
Matagorda and Colorado for judicial and other purposes, viz: 

ee Menefee, Lann, Van Ness, Williamson and Cald- 
well, 

Also, the following members on the part of the House asa 
committee of conference, on a bill to regulate the granting and 
trial of injunctions, viz: 

Messrs, Van Zandt, Reily, Miller, Blow, and Usher. 

Mr. Murchison a the petition of sundry citizens of 
Rutersville, praying Cottgress to allow a certain free woman ol 
color therein named, the privilege of remaining iu this Republic, 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 


The committee on the state of the Republic, to which was 
referred a bill to incorporate the Texas Trading and Mining 
Company: 

Reported the bill back to the House with sundry amendments, 
and recommended its passage. : 
WM. MENEFEE, Chairn. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 
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| The engrossing committee made the following report : 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 

January 14, 1841. 
| The committee on engrossed bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and find them correctly engrossed: l 
A bill for the investigation of escheated and forfeited lands, 
and direct the disposition of the same. 
f A joint resolution for the relief of Capt. Lewis Sanches. 
| Abill to grant District Attorneys power to challenge jurors. 
| 4nd a joint resolution authorizing B, F. Smith to adopt Benj. 
Josiah Smith, son of Josiah E. Smith. = 
THOS. B. HULING, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 


; The select committee, to which was referred a bill regulating 
; mus, and for the suppression of tipling: 

Reported the same back to the House with sundry amend- 
ments, and recommended its passage. 

f 1. VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


| Which report was received and bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a joint resolution re- 
F quiring the President to'take command in person of the army 
and navy of this Republic. 
| Read first time. i 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a bil) to define and preseribe 
the force of scrolls when affixed to instruments of writing. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Reily, by teave, introduced a bill to define contempts, 

Read first time, and 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on the 
jadiciary. 
Mr. Menard, by leave, introduced .a bill to incorporate the 
| Galveston and Virginia Point Bridge Company. 

Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and referred to the committee ox 
roads and bridges, J 
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Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill to regulate the sale ot 
ranaway slaves. 


Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on the 
judiciary, 

Mr. Porter, by leave, introduced a bill regulating the time q 
holding the District Courts of the seveath Judicial District, 

Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

On motion, the rule was further suspended, and 

Bill read third ume, and passed. 

Mr, Thomas, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize the 
several Chief Justices of this Republic to appoint a committee 
for the purposes therein named. i 

Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the state of the Republic. 

Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced a bill concerning lands whic. 


have been appropriated for the establishment of a general sys 
tem of education. 


Read first time. 

On motion, rule snspended, and 

Bill read second time, aud referred to the committee on 
education. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the vote was reconsidered on the 
rejection of a bill to authorize B. F. Smith and Doct. Samuei 
Thompson to emancipate certain negroes therein named. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, tie bill was recommitted to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Pillsbury, Coles, Harrison, 
Murchison and Grigsby. 

A bill to complete the organization of the militia, taken up| 
on its final passage. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following additional section: 

t Be it further enacted, "That all volunteers when they are 
mustered ito service, may organize themselves into companies, 
battalions, regiments and brigades; and when any mixed troops 
are called out, part volunteers and part drafted men, and shall 
apply to the commander-in-chief, or the commandant ‘of the 
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expedition so ordered out, they shall be permitted to elect theic 
own ofticers; and any companies which skall be called into 
service, and not enough to form a battalign, the commandant 
, of the expedition shall have power to attach them to any other 
| battalion or regiment. 
| Adopted. 
| ‘The question then being taken, the bill passed. 
, A dill to be entitled an act of limitations. 
| Read second time, and referred to the judiciary committee. 
| a motion of Mr. Caldwell, another bill before the House oa 
F he same subject, was referred to the same committee. 
|. Joint resolution for the relief of Sarah Alway. 
Read third (ime and passed. 
EF Mr. Van Ness, by leave, introduced a bill granting the Alamo 
F Church to the use and benefit ofthe Catholic Church. 
~ Read first time, and : 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bul read second time, and 

On motion, rule further snspended, and 

Bill read thnd time, and passed. ‘ 

A bill supplementary to an act to dispense with the necessity 
of protesting negotiable instruments for dishonor, and other 
purposes, passed 25th. Jan., 1540. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved its reference to the judiciary committee. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messts. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, 
Harrison, Hill, Haynie, Lann, Menard, Miller, Thomas, Van 
Ness, Yan Zandt and Wright—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Caldwell. Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Menefee, 
Murchison, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Smith of M, 
and Usher—12. Carried. 

A message from his Excellency the President was received, 
by the hands of his Private Secretary. 

A bill for the relief of Arthur Sherrill. 

Bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Porter at his request was granted leave of absence for a 
short time. $ l 

A bill to incorporate a company to be called the Franco Tex- 
ienne Company, and grantiug certain privileges to the same, 

Read second time, and 
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On motion of Mr. Mayfield, referred to a select committee, l 
consisting ot Messrs. Mayfield, Houston, Porter, Van Zandt l 
Usher, Caldwell and Menard. l 

A bill to provide forthe investigation of escheated and for. | 
feited lands, and direct the manner of disposing of the same. | 

Read third time, and found to be incorrectly engrossed; and | 

On motion, was recommitted to the engrossing committee. | 

On motion of Mr. Huling, Mr. Hill was added fo the engross. 
ing committee, 


The select committee to which was referred the petition of @ 

Nathan ‘Taylor. 
Leported by two joint resolutions for his relief. 

M. B. MENARD, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and resolution read Erst time, 


The committtee on the state of the Republic to which was E 
referred the memorial of Johuson, Browning and others, asking J 
permission to introduce emigrants within the Republic. 

P.eported by a bill to that effect. 

WM. MENBFEE, Charm 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

Ən motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Murchison offered the following additional section: 

‘Beit further enacted, That this act shall take effect from 
and after its passage. 

Adopted. f 

Mr. Bill moved the bill be referred to the committee on pub- 
hie lands. Lost. 

On motionof Mr. Miller, it was referred to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs, Miller, Hill, Mayfield, Blow, Men- 
efee, Haynie and Smith of M, 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House adjourned until ten 
e’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Frarpay, Jan. 5th, 1841. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. ; 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
io their names, Viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Haling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, 
Johus, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, 
Raiy, Rogers, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill supplementary to an act prohibit- 
ing the location of fraudulent land certificates, approved Feb. 
bth, 1840: 

Also a bill regulating the time of holding the District Comt 
of the seventh judicial district; 

Also a bill for the relief of L. B. Outlaw; 

Also a bill to make provisions for the Vice President, while 
performing the duties of President; 

Also a bill prescribing the mode by which married persons 


may dispose of their separate property; 

Also a bill to open the communication with Santa Fe and 
other towns; 

Also the passage. with amendments, of a bijl to amend an act 
organizing justices’ courts, aud defining the power and jurisdic- 
tion ofthe same, approved Dec. 20th, 1836; 

Also a bill for the relief of settlers residing near the boundary 
line of the United States, in the counties of Red River and 
Harrison; 

Also a bill securing the right of appeal from the justices’ to 
the district court; 

Also a bill to charter the Houston and Austin Turnpike 
Company; 

And also of the indefinite postponement of a bill concerning 


forcible entry and detainer, 
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The committee on public lands, to which was referred the 
petition of Jesse O. Tannahill, : 
Reported by a joint resolution, requiring the Secretary of the! 
Treasury to relinquish certain lands, 


W. N. PORTER, Chairn, | 
Whieb report was received, and resolution read first time, 


"The committee on Indian affairs, to which was referred a bill 
to amend and repeal a certain part of an act authorizing the] 
President to have surveyed a reserve of land for the Coshatta| 
and Alabama indians, , 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its} 
indefinite postponement, 

G. W. BILL, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
eome up among the orders of the day. ; 

Mr. Pills sbury, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal in part | 
the thirty-seventh section of the act to regulate the proceeding: | 
in civil suits, approved February 5th, 1810. 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Yan Zandt offered the following amendment : 

Insert before the word ‘statement,’ the words ‘copy of’ 

A lopted. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury, rule further suspended, and | 

Bill read third time and passed. 


The committee on claims and accounts, to which was refer- | 
red a joint resolution for the relief of Chas, De Morse, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended is 
passage, 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of A. M. Clare, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. 

Which reports were received, and resolutions laid cn the 
table to come up among the orders of the day. 

Also, the petition of J, B. Ransom, 

Reported by a joint resolution for his relief, 
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Which report was received, and resolution read first time. 
Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Jóel B. Crane; 
And, also, a joint resolution tor the relief of Thomas 'F. 
Nelver, À 
Reported unfavorable to the passage of the same. 
P. USHER, Chair's. 


Which reports and resolutions were, on motion of Mr. May- 
fld, laid on the table nntil called up. 
The enrolling committee made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 15, 1841. ? 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow~ 
ug acts aud joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
riled, viz: 

Joiat resolution for the relief of Jacob Snively, Paymaster 
General : 

An act supplementary to an act, approved Pec. 22, 1840, to 
repeal and amend certain parts of aul act concerning executions; 

An act concerning change of venue in civil suits; 

Joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Barnett, attorney in 
fact for the widow and heirs of "Thomas I. Woods; 

An act to legalize the acts of the board of land commissioners 
of Harrison county; 

| Joint resolution to provide {or the better collection of moneys 
‘due from delinquent ayents and officers of tie government; 

An act prescribing the mode of organizing the House of Re- 
presentatives; 

An act to protect the rights of the heirs aud next of kin of the 
members of the Georgia Battalion, and other volunteers from 
foreign countries, who have falien in battles of the Republic, 
or otherwise died within the limits of the same; 

Said acts and jomt resolutions having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and “the President, 
pro tem. of the Senate, and endorsed by the Chief Clerk, that 
they originated in the House of Representatives, were present- 
ed to the President for his approval on the [4th inst. 

A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 
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The engrossing commitiee made the following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, ) 
January 15, 1841. on 
T'he committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to repon] 
that they have examined the following bills: | 
A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of purchasers of! 
real estate, and to secure a compensation for improvements | 
made thereon: 
Joint resolution for the relief of Cyrus Campbell; 
Joint resolvtion for the relief of George Oatmeal; 
An act incorporating the Travis Guards; 
An act incorporating the Galveston Artillery Company; 
Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of G. W. Spier, 
Joint resolution for the relief of Thos. B. Huling; 
A bill tor the relict of Mary Moffit; 
A bill for the benelit of Thos. Woods Ward; 
A joint resolution for the relief of W. G. Evans; 
Joint resolution for the relief of M. Hunt and J. P. Hen | 
derson; 
And a bill to provide for the investigation of escheated and | 
forfeited lands, and direct the manner of disposing of the same. | 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. , 
THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. | 
Mr. Augustin at Mr. Mayfeld’s request, was granted leave of | 
absence for the balance of the session, i 

Mr. Shaw, at Mr. Roberts’ request, was granted leave of ab- 
sence for a time. 

Mr. Mayfield presented the petition of J. Stroud; and also 
` the petition of David Muckleroy, praying for relief; 

Which were referred to the committee on claims and act- 
counts. 

A bill to provide for the investigation of escheated and for- 
feited lands, and direct the manner of disposing of the same, 
taken up on its final-passage. 

Mr. Pillsbury moved its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. Caldwell moved a suspension of the rule which prohi- 


a bills being amended on their final reading. 
ost. 


& 
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On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the roll of the House was 
called. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, a further call was dispensed with. 

Mr. Hill moved that a committee of two be appointed to wait 
on Mr. Latimer and receive his vote on the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the-biJl now under discussion. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Mayfield, * 
Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Van Zandt and Wright—I¥ 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Culdwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, 
Houston, Menard, Miller, Pillsbury, Reily, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher and Williamson—14, 

Carried; and 
Messrs. Hill and Porter appointed by the chair as said com- 
| mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zant, the sergeant at arms was des- 
patched for absentees. 

Tie question now being taken on the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill. - 
| The ayes and uays were called for, and stood thus: 
AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, 
Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pills- 
tury, Reily, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher and Wil- 
amson—18. i i 
NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Hill, 
@ Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, 
E Rozers, Smith of Mọ, Van Ness, Van Zandt aud Wright 
@-'7. Carried. 

@ Mr. Mayfield asked to be excused from voting, 
E The question being put, the House refused to excuse him. 
g Mr. Williamson then moved a reconsideration of the vote 
@tlusing to excuse Mr. May field. 
g Lost. 
g Mr. Wright asked leave to change his vote. 
f The Speaker decided that he could not, unless he would 
gie that he had voted in error. 
| Mr. Wright refused to make the statement required, and ap- 
pealed from the decision of the Chair. 

_The question being put, is the Chair out of order? was de- 
cided in the negative, and Chair sustained in its decision. 
52 
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| 
Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced a joint resolution i 
iug tor repairing the capitol; 
Read trst time. | 
Mr. Menard, by leave, introduced a Lill to incorporate tle! 
Galveston t ‘ity E ompany; 
Read first time, 
Mr. Miler, by leave, introduced a bill to regulate the pubuic| 
printing; 
wad first time, and 
$ motion, rule suspended, and 
Bill read second time, and 
Referred to the committee on publie printing. 


The committee on education, to which was referred a b.i 
concerning lands, which have been appropriated for the esta | 
biishment of a general system of educaticn, 

Reported the same Lack to the House, with amendments} 


end recommended its passage. 
C. R. JOHNS, Chan’n. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, tof 
come up among the orders of the day. l 
Mr. Hayme, by leave, introduced a bill to establish the] 
powers and jurisdiction of the Diswict Courts, and to regulate} 
process and pleadings; 
Read first tune., 
On motion, rule suspended, and 
Bill read second time, and 
Reterred to the comm.ttee on the judiciary. | 
On motion of Mr. Rely. a joint resolution for the relief v} 
Louisa Gedding and Frederick Hobein, was taken up; , 
Read second time. 
On motion, the rule was suspended, and 
Resolution read third time, and passed. l 
A bill to charter the Houston and Austin Turnpike Com | 
pany, was taken up. l 
The foiiowne amendments offered by t the Senate, viz: 
Strike ont all after the word ‘route, in section second. 
Additional section: ‘Be if further enacted, That Congress may 
remove, revise or alter any of the provisions of this caartel, 83 
they may from time to time deem advisable, and a violation of | 


| iegulate proceedings n civil suits, etc., taken up; and 
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any of the provisions of this charter, shall work a forfeiture of 


said charter.’ 

Sire out in eleventh section, the words ‘two hundred yards,’ 
and insert ‘one hundred feet.’ 

Concurred in by the House. 

A bil to amend an act organizing justices’ courts, and defin- 
ing the powers and jurisdiction of the same; taken up, and ad- 
ditional sections, fifth, sixth and seventh, offered by the Sente. 

Concurred in by the House. 

A message froin the Senate, informing the House of the 
passage, with an amendment, of ‘a bill to repeal in part the 
thirty-seventh section of the act to regulate the proceedings. in 

avil suits, approved February 5th, 1840. 

A bill securing the nght of appeal from the justices to the 
district court, taken up. 

The following are the amendments made by the Senate, viz: 

In the fourth and tifth lines of the bill, strike out the words 
yor an amount exceeding twenty dollars, and a substitute for 

section second. 

Concurred in by the House. 

A bill to repeal in part the thirty-seventh section of the act to 
Amendment made by the Senate concurred iu, 

A bill authorizing the Chief Justice of Milam county to have 


| lund appraised aud condemned for public use, and to remune- 


ate the owner or owners thereof for the same, taken up. 

The following are the amendments of the Senate: 

Ist. In section first in twelfth tine, strike out ‘three hundred 
and twenty acres, aud insert ‘filty nor mere than one hundred 


| acres,’ 


[Disagreed to by the House. 
2d. In section second, in sixth line, strike out ‘Chief Justice,’ 
and insert ‘County Treasurer, 

Concurred in. 

A bill for the benefit of settlers residing near the boundary 
line of the U. States in the counties of Red River and Harrison, 
taken up, and the following amendment of the Senate, viz: 

Strike out in first section, in the sixth ime, the word ‘enep 
and insert ‘any settler residing near the boundary line, was, 
On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, disagreed to. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
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House of the passage of a till granting the Alamo Church to | 


the use and benefit of the C “Yatholic Church: 


Also a bill to inerease the bonds of the Sheriff of Harris | 


county; 

And, also, the passage, with amendments, of a bill te autho- 
rize aud require the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to commence the issuing of pateuts, aud for other purposes. 

A bill to authorize aud require the Commissioner of the Ge- 
nerai Land Office to c mmence the issuing of patents, and for 


other purposes, taken up. aud the tollowing amendments of the | 


Senate, viz: 


In section thira, line sixth, strike out the words ‘and labor; 


and insert “a more? 
Additional section: ‘Section fourth, 
Concurred ın by the House. 


A biil to open the comnuunieaticn with Santa Fe, and other l 


towns; 

Read first time. 

A bill prescribing the mode in which married persons may 
dispose of their seperate property. 

Read first time. 

A bil to quiet the land claims in the Republic of Texas; 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the judiciary committee. 

Joint resolution ior the relief of John Thomas; 

Read second time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Resolution read third time, and passed, 

Joint resolution for tne relief of Wm. Gamble; 

Read second time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Resolution read third time, and passed. 


The select committee to which was referred the petition of 
John M. Dor, 


Reported by a joint resolution to legalize the marriage of 


John M. Dor and Eliza Frisby, and legitimate their chil dren. 
SAM HOUSTON, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and resolution read frst time. 
On motion, rule suspended, and 
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Resolution read second time, and laid on the table. 

A bill incorporating the Galveston Artillery Company; 

Read third time, and passed. 

| Jat resolution for the relief of Memucan Hunt and J. P. 
| Henderson; 

Read third time and passed. 

| Joint resolution for the reliefof the heirs of James Wiley, on 
| its second reading. 

| On motion of Mr. Wright, the rule was suspended; and 
Resolution read third time and passed. 

- On motion of Mr. Miller, a bill to establish and incorporate 
| the Gandalupe College, was taken up on its second reading. 

| On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time. 

| Mr. Blow moved that it be recommitted to committee on 
| education. 

| Lost. 

| Mr. Hill moved its reference to the committee on public 
| lands. Lost. 

| On motion of Mr. Smith of M., the bill was recommitted to 
| aselect committee, consisting of Messrs. Blow, Miller, Hill, 
| Usher, Ensworth, Murchison and Johns. 

| On ‘motion of Mr. Menard, the*House adjourned until three 
| dclock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P, M. 


The House met, 

A quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

E Mr. Usher, by leave, introduced, a bill to authorize the Com- 
@ ‘issioner of the General Land Office to employ a draftsman 
§ and translator, and providing for the compensation of county 
g surveyors. ' 

§ Read first time. 

| A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
| House that the Senate adhered to their amendments made to a 
fill authorizing the Chief Justice of Milam county to have 
land appraised and condemned for public use, and to remu- 
herate the owner or owners thereof for the same; and had ap- 
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vointed a committee of conference, cansistine of Messere, Stroud, | 
e Potte,: and ivcuested the anpoistinent of aake com | 
lulio en partot Le Douee. 
Als aua tir obe beneit of setters residing near the boun | 
dary ine œ the United Sates. in the counties of Red River and | 
Harrison, had appoint a comunitee of conference, consisting | 
Messrs. Potter, Moore and Barnett, and requested the ap- | 
pointmen! ©: a like committee on part of the sees 
The question being taken, the Soerker appointed Messy 
Hill, Wreht. Lann. Coles and Hatin, a com ie of renf f 
enee on tie first mentioned bul trom the Senate, and Messrs, g 
Mayfield. Van Zangt, Pillsbury, Caidweil and Porter ou the § 
iatte: bri from the Senate, 


Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a bul to authorise the § 
raising o” volunteers to make an expedition to Sania Fe. i 
Read first time. 
On motion. rule suspended, and i 
Bets read second time, and referred to the committee onts § 
tate of the Repuniic, J 
Mr. Rey, by ieave, presented the petition of Lorenzo lo | 
Javaa; 7 
Which, on motion, was refevrei toa select committee, cor- § 
sisting of Messrs. Reily. Heuston, Arnett, Grigsby a. $ 
Roberts, 
Joint resomtion Tejuirngz the Pros.cent in person to tai 
commard of the army aud uavy. t 
Bead seeond time. 

. Yan Zect oifered the iolowing a emrens. ment: 
‘And thet Mr. Murchisen Le allowed to act f 
(2 motion of Mr. Menefee, the b.i] was jad on the tab7§ 

unti called up. a] 
A message from the Senat e requesting a bili to reperi in pe” 


the 37th scetion of the act to rezulate proceedings in vive sak g 
tu be returned io tne Senate. | 


irivéat t] 
kequest granted. 
Ae 


The foiiowug repxt was mate by the committee of coniery 
chee. to Wiich was rei-rred the bill to abolish certain customi 
houses, and estabii the port of Calhoun: | 

e he 


Report that they 2d the same under consideraticn, and 


t 
j 
p 
{ 
$ 
i 
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weve doliars and twenty- -nine cents. 
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ave agrecd to the amendment made by the House to the in 
etili auu have oliered a substituie for the Sikh. 
H. KEDEL E K, Chairn, 
Coni On p fl o. ius Seniie, 
J. WiiGily, cleacn, 
Com. on pact of ihe jious. 


Fieport received, and biil laid on the table. 
Tae loucwing nigssage irom te President was read: 


EXECUTIVE DLPARFMENT, } 
Austin, Jan. 14, 1541. 4 
Tothe Senate, and 
House ot Representatives: 

Geut.emenu,—-l enciuse for tue information of Congress, two 
wituinenis fron tlie Orduance Office; one, an estimate of the 
Hruualce stores requ'red iur the ensuing year, the other, a con- 

wuse gecount of amounts due ao par funds} for arms hereto- 
ite cont ravied for, nud HOW ID deposit in New Orleans, subject 
tre order of the Government. The want of means to pay 
tor Gita: has, | presume, been the cause of their remaining at 
Wal pace, 

siuce these documents were prepared by the Colonel of Ord- 
nauce, intelligence has been received of another shipment of 
ne Lured muskets by Messrs. ‘T ryon, Son & Co. from Pail- 
cdeiphia to New Orieans. Tne invoice of this last shipment 
amounts to twelve huudred end ninety six dollars and twenty- 
ave cenis, which augments the amount due for arms, now in 
mirit at New Orleans, to sixteen thousand one hundred and 


DAVID G. BURNET 


And on motion, referred to the committee on finance. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Seuate had receded from their amendments to a 


"Dill to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda and Colo- 
_rado for judicial and other purposes, with the exception of the 


name t Ward’ to the county. 

On moton, the House concurred in the amendment, striking 
cat ‘Caney, and inserting t Ward.’ 

An act regulating inns, and for the suppression of tipping, 
Was tare te Up GH HS second reading. 


rr 
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‘The following amendments offered by the select committee 
were read and adopted: 

In section six, strike out after the word ‘act’ in line fourth 
down to the word ‘act’ in line fifth; 

And the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That this act shall not be construed 
to inciude the prohibition of the sale of wines in bottles. 

Mr. Vau Zandt offered the following as a substitute for the 
last section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That after the passage of this act no 
license shall be granted to inn keepers, or retailers of spiritous 
liquors, except in pursnance of this act, and any license granted 
contrary to its provisions shall be null and void. 

The ayes and uays were called for on its adoption, and 
stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Huling, Haynie, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Ro- 
gers, Smith of M., “Thomas and Van Zandt—15. 

NA YS—Messrs. Speaker, Grigsby, Hill, Houston, Lann, 
Maytield, Pillsbury, Roberts, Thatcher, Usher, Yan Ness and 
Wright—12, 

Adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment to the third 
Section: 

‘And hard cider in kegs of ten gallons each.’ Rejected. 

The qnestion then being taken on the engrossment of the bill; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Celes, Huling, 
Vaynie, Menefee, Murchison, Muller, Rogers, Thomas and 
Van Zandt—12. 

NAYS— Sau Speaker, Blow, Enswarth, Grigsby, Till, 
Houston, Johns, Lann, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Roberts, Smith 
of M.,/Thatcher. Usher, Van Ness and Wright—16. 

Lost, and bill rejected, 

An act supplementary to an act to quiet the land titles within 
the twenty frontier leagues bordering on the United States of 
the North. 

oi second time, and referred to the committee on public 
lan 

An act to incorporate the ‘Texas Trading and Mining Com- 
pany, taken up on its second reading. 
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The following amendments offered by the committee on the 
date of the Republic, were read and adopted: 

| Strike out in section 2d all after the word ¢ terms,’ in fourth 
ine, down to the end of the section, and insert ‘as Congress may 
Hrom time to time establish by law, to open and work mines up- 
lon such terms as Congress shall direct.’ 

| And in section Sth, strike out ‘twenty-five, and insert twenty.’ 
| On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the name of Thoms G. Gordon 
vas stricken from the bill. 

| The ayes and nays were called for on the engrossment of 
fhe bill, and stood thus : 

| AYES-—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Hill, 
Haynie, Menefee, Mayfield, Reily, Thomas, Thatcher, Van 
Ness, Van Zandt, Wright and Williamson—15. 

| NAYS--Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Grigsby, Hous- 
Bin, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Roberts, 
@ eers, Smith of M, and Usher—-14. 

| Carned, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

eA message was received from the Senate, informing the 
B louse that a bill to repeal in part the 37th section of the ‘act to 
E culate the proceedings in civil suits, approved Feb. 5th, 1840, 
| Had passed the Senate with an amendment. 

@ The question being taken on the following amendment of 
@ tte Senate: 

E in fourth line strike out after the word ‘appeals,’ and insert 
@ shall furnish to the court three copies of the report of the facts 
E ‘reed on, or certified by the Judge below.’ 

Ẹ The ayes and nays were calied | foron its adoption, and stood 
E as follows: 

§ AYES—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hay- 
Eue, Lann, Menefee Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Reilly, 
@ Thatcher Usher, Van Ness and Williamson—15. 

§ NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Hill, Houston, Johns, 
f Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Thomas, Van Zandt 
gad Wright—13. 

l Carried, and amendment concurred in. 

| A select committee, Mr. Miler ee made the following 
į report: 
f The select committee to which was referred the bill to be en- 
| titled an act to authorize the President to contract for the set- 
| lement of colonists, have had the same under consideration, 
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end Leg lenve to report by substitute, and xecommend that tt 
original bili be laid on the table, and that the substitute 
adopted. 

Which report was received, and bi: laid on the tabe! 
com: LI amoug the orau.s of the day. 

Air. yon Ganat by leave presenies the folowing report: 


TaS committee on the jadiciery to which was referred at | 
torea anact reyuringc ne sheriffs and other county ofice 
te Le Las piomMasory noes of Government, and for other pur 
poses. have had the same under consideration, aud beg leave t 
report. and submit a substitute for the same, and recommer: 
us passage. 


1. YAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


Which report was received. and substitute read and adopte: 
Mr. Hil! offered the f folowing amendment: | 
Insert afer ‘surveying’ and ` office fees.’ : 
Mr. Van Ness offered the folowing as a substitute for ix 

Hill's amendment: 
Strike out ‘for surveying; which schstitnte was accepted. 
Bier ayes ald nays were called for on striking out. ardi 

Stood tits: 


een RS See aes Dan 7 > l 
20 Messrs, Sneaker. Biow. Barnett, Ensworth. H: | 
Bar or inge Jebus, Warclisou. Porter, Roberta, Sm. | 
* kj z YI eta oe Teaia Y nonee bg E 
Os. o oco ed. Uatun Usser Van Ness and Wright—1 
yeg ais 
e - 07 3 


2 Aruet, “et Coles. Grigsby. Lar. 
wosery, Reny, Van Zandt, aud Wiz 


ay 
N 
t 
4 
sf 
ro 


Ja re ae exdmert adopted. 
r “an Zandt moved d 4 suspension of the ruie, that the L. 
wit be piaced on its third reading. 
Lt 
Mr, aeuletason moved that the bil ie on the tabie. 
Lis 
Phe Sues being now taken, tue bill was ordered io le 
engrossed. 
Mr. Wuuamsomn moved a reconsideration of the vote on the 

atoption of tke amendments of the benate toa bil to repea i 
part the 27th section of the act to regujate proceedings in civ: 


suis. ` 
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The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
AYES—Messrs. Speaker. Cotes, Houston, Johns, Menefee, 
Dater, Liecers, smth of M, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Zandt 
ga Wiiamson—l2, 

| XAYS— Messrs. Arnett. Blow, Barnett. Caldwell, Ensworth, 
hu. Hayme, Larn, Murchisen, Muer. Pilisbury, Reily, Ro- 
pots, Usier, Van Ness and Wright—16 

| Lost. : 

| Mr. Smith of M. moved to adjcurn until ten o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

| The ayes aba nays were called for, cnd stood as follows: 
AYU s—Moessrs. Barnett, Caidwel., Coies, Ensworth, Hous- 
ic, Haigler, Johns. Lann. Menard, Pillsbury. Rogers, Smith 
OM. Thatcher, Yan Ness, Wright and Wil-hamson—l6. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Hil!, Haynie, Menefee, 
Murciison, Miser, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Thomas, Usher and 
Yan Zandt—13. 

Carried, and House adjourned until ten o'clock, to-morrow. 


wed 


Satunpay, January 16, 1841. 


The House met pur.nant to adjournment, 

Prayer by the chapiain. 

The roll was called, und the folowing members answered 
flo their names, viz: 

| Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Blow. Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
f vorth, Grigsby, Hulinz, Hu!. Haigler, Haynie, Johus. Lann, 
| Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayiieid. Porter, Reily, 
Í Roberts, Rogers, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt and 
tWright. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
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The committee on the judiciary, to which was referred a bij; 
to regulate bills of exceptions: 

Also, a bill for the revision of the laws; 

Reported them back to the House, and recommended thei; 
passage. 

Also, a bii isgalizing and confirming certain marriages 
therein named; 

Reported t by a : substitute, and recommended its passage., 

Also, a bit: to provide for the first ciass craimants who hay 
not obtained certiicates for their head rights to lands; 

Also. a bili to define contempts; 

Aiso. a bili to regulate the sale of runaway slaves; 

Reported them back to the House witli amendments, ans, 
recoumended their passage. 

Which reports were received and bilis laid on the tawe tg 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Also, a resoiution of the House instructing them to inquire 
into the expediency of granting appeals from the Dist: 
Court. ete.: 

Reported that they find its provisions contained ina bill now 
before the committee, and therefore ask leave to be discharge. 
from the further cousideratiou of the resolution. 

Also, a resolution of the House. instructing them to uqu 
into the expediency of amending the laws regulating the record 
ing of titles, transfers. ete.: 

Reported that they find its provisions contained in a bill nov 
before them. and. therefore, request to be discharged from tl. 
further consideration of the same. 

Aiso. a bill concerning civil rights and actions: 

teported the sume back to the] House, and recommended tha’ 
itfbe laid on the table, as they had incorporated by way c 
amendment, its ieatures in a like bill from the Senate, arc 
asked leave tu be ciocharged from the further consideration c: 
the same; 

Also, the Pennel of sundry citizens of Liberty county, pray- 
ing for certain relief therein named; 

Reported that they think that Congress cannot grant the re- 
lief prayed for, and therefore wished to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same; 

Which reports were ador‘ev. 

Also, a resolution reqturing thera to report a Lull, requinns 


520 


the Attorney General to take such proceedings as will bring 
-efore the Supreme Court, for final adjudication, certain pro- 
ceedings in the District Court of Bastrop county, ma case of 
wandamus, sued out at the instance of Levi Jones vs. John P. 
| Borden, Commissioner General Land Office: 

| Reported that they find that the Senate have before them a 
| Lil contemplating the same action, and asked to be discharged 
| fom the further consideration of the subject. 

| Which report was, on motion, laid on the table for the 
| present. 

A’so, a bill of limitations: 

| Reported the bill, with ainendments, back to the House, and 
| recommended its passage. 

| Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
Fup among the orders of the day. 
- L VAN ZANDT, Chairn. 


| On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the bill of limitations was 
| ken up. 

| The following amendments made by the committee on the 
| iadiciary, Viz: 

t Strike out ‘section eiglit:’ also, in section ninth, line third, 
enke out the word ‘three,’ and insert the word ‘two.’ 

| Adopted. 

| Also, additional sections: ‘fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, 
Fseventecnth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty-first, 
} twenty-second, twenty-third-and twenty-fourth’ 

| Adopted. 

Mr. Porter moved that the bill be laid on the table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following additional section: 

t ‘Be it further enacted, That all certificates for head rights, 
| orders of survey, land scrip, bounty warrants, or any other evl- 
§ dence of right to lands recognized by this government, which 
§ have been located or surveyed. shall be observed and heid as 
f such titles, as to authciize the maintainance of actions of eject- 
} ment, trespass, or any otLer legal remedy given by law, all laws 
| fo the contrary notwithstanding.’ Adopted. 


| The committee on public lands, to which was referred a 
f joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Neil, 


ie 
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Reported the same back to the House, and recommended it 
passage. 

Also, a bill to authorize the issuing of patents in certain cases, 

Reported the same back to the House, with an amendment, 
and recommended its passage. 


W. N. PORTER, Chairn, 


Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table, to 
come up amohg the orders of the day. 

Mr. Porter, chairman of the committee on public lands, made 
the tollowing report: 


CoMMITTEE Rooy, 
Jan. 16, 1841. 
The committee to which was referred the petition of Messts,| 
Stokes and others, praying relief, have had the same under 
consideration, and believing their petition to be as substantial 
true and correct, as their intentions were scandalous and frau- 
dulent, recommend that fit be allowed to he on the table until 
the passage of the bill providing for the erection of a peniten- 
tiary, when the aforesaid petitioners can be relieved by placing 
them in it, securely lodged and chained. 
Respectfully submitted, 
WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


On motion, the above report was laid on the table. 
The commititee on the state of the Republic to which was 
referred the petition of W. Richardson: 
Reported by a joint resolution for the purposes therein named, 
i WM. MENEFEE, Chairn. 


y 
Which report was received, and resolution read first time. | 
On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the rule was suspended, and | 
Resolution read second time, and referred to the committee, 
on claims and accounts. , 
The committee on the state of the Republic on the same 
petition, also, 
Reported a joint resolution for the purpose of defining the 
limits of Refugio county. 
Which resolution was read first time, and 
On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the rule was suspended, and 
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Resolution read second time, and referred to the committee 
n county boundaries, 


The committee on roads and bridges, to which was referred 
bill to incorporate the Galveston and Virginia Point Bridge 


ompany: : 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 


assage. ; 
A JNO. P. COLES, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
me Up among the orders of the day. 
The enrolling committee made the following report : 


CoMMITTEE Room, ) 
Jan. 16, 1841. $ 

f The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
zzacts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
riled, viz: 
A bill to change the name of certain persons therein named. 
A bill supplementary to an act authorizing the issuing of du- 
cate land warrants, head rights, etc. 
g A bill defining the way by which the holders of conditional 
B:stificates shal! establish the same. 
Said bills having been signed oe the Speaker of the House, 
zd the President, | pro tem. of the Senate, and endorsed by the 
ef Clerk, that they originated in the House of Representa- 
ves, were presented to the President for his consideration on 


g-e 15th instant. 
A. 58. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 
j Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill for the appointment 
f overseers of the poor in the several counties of this Republic. 


Read first time. 


| On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the report and resolution of the 
Hint war committee, and select committee on war matters, was 
faken up. 


On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House went into committee 
| f the wholeon the same. 

(| Mr. Van Zandtin the Chair. 

| 

i 
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After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reporte 
progress, and asked to be disch weed from the further conside 
ation of the report aud resolution. 

Report adopted. 
On motionof Mr. Van Zandt, the House adjourned unti 
three o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

'The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Wright moved a reconsideration of the vote on the te 
fusal to engross the bill to regulate inns, and for the suppe 
sion of tippling. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Wrights motion was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Reily moved a reconsideration of the vote, refusing to 
reconsider the vote on the concurrence of the House to the 
amendments of the Senate toa bill to repeal in part the 37il 
section of the act to regulate the proceedings in civil suits, 

Carried. 

Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the state of Republic be 
requested to report to the House, as soon as practicaple, the bil 
which was referred to them, concerning the’ disbandment of 
the regular army. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and 
stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Coles, Enswoith, 
Grigsby, Harrison, fiuling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns. 
Lann, Menefee, Murehison, Menard, Miller. Mayfield; Pills- 
bury, Reily, Roberts, Smith of M., T nomas; Usher, Van Zandt, 
Wright and Wilhainson—2f. 

NAY-—Mr. Hill—1. 

Carried, aud resolution adopted. 

A bill fo repeal in part the 37th section of the act to regulate 
the proceedings in civil suits, was taken up. 

Mr. Reily offered the following amendment to the amend- 
meut of the Senate: 

‘Unless required by the Judges,’ 
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Mr. Williamson offered the following amendment to Mr. 
Reily’s amendment: 

‘By a majority.’ Adopted. 

Mr. Miller, hy leave, introduced a bill supplementary and 
amendatory of certain acts therein named. 
| Read first time, and 
' On motion, rule suspended, and 
| Bill read second Ume, and ieferred to the committee on the 
judiciary. 
| Mr. Hill, by leave, intfiog Neee the following resolution: 
, Resolved, That the enroilmwz clerk of this House be, and he 
his hereby authorized tu employ y one assistant enrolling clerk, 
| who shall receive the same per diem pay as other clerks of this 
! House. 
| Rejected. 
| Mr. Murchison moved to call up a bill authorizing the Pre- 
raident to colonize certain lands. 
r Carried, and substitute oliered by the select committee 
adopted. 
Mr. Williamson ofivred an amendment: 
‘Provided they pay Efty cents per acre for the land,’ 
Rejected. : 
Mr. Mayfietd moveéd tre bill Jie on the table until called up. 
The ayes and nays were called for, aud stood as follows: 
fF AYES —Rlessrs, Sie dk y, Blow, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, 
pili, Houston, Haigtor, o has, Mayficid, Pillsbury, Reily, 
Roberts, Smith of iy Nih and Williamson—1L6. 
| NAYS— Messrs Areen, ‘ac well. Haynie, Lann, Menefee, 
Murchison, Miller, Poges ‘iomas, Usher and Van 
Zaudt—11. Curned. 


A message was reetiv g 


ra 


“o Senate, informing the 


p4 


House that the Senate hale bo. : all the amendments of 
the House to a bil to ecem ^ nzation of the militia, 
xcept the proposed tenin s 

| Also, had concurred in t . . ‘ered by the House 
fora bill to abolish cert > - - named, ete., with 
amendments. 

| On motion of Mr. Va. i ~ receded from its 
Amendment to the fiiat : : sate, 

| The question bey « ` . © d from their first 
amendment to the sece : » ie Senate. 


~ memea re maa eon 
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Mr. Van Zandt moved that the House recede from the second 
amendment. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, 
Huling, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Murchison, Menard, Pills. 
bury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Usher, Van Zandt 
and Williamsen—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, 
Jonns, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Thomas and Wright—11. 

Carried. 

Mr. Miller moved that the joint resolution authorizing the 
President to call iuto service the necessary forces to repel the 
coniemrilated invasion, etc, be made the special order of the 
day for Aionday next, at three o'clock, p. m. 

The ayes and nays were calied for, and stood as follows: 

AY Es—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigst:, 
Houston, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Miller, Pillsbury, Rey. 
Smith of M., Thomas, Usher, Yan Zandt and Wiiliam 
son—tl?. 

NAYS—Aessrs. Blow, Ensworth, Harrison, Huling, Hu. 
Haigler, Johns, Murchison, Menard, Mayfield, Robers. 
Rogers and Wright—13. 

Carried. 

fix, Reily, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act regi- 
lating attachments, etc., 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second tiine, and referred to the committee on tis 
judiciary. 

Mr. Mayfield moved the reconsideration of the vote on the 
indefinite postponement of the bill to provide for the investiga 
tion of escueated and forferted iauds, etc. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, Mr. Mayfield’s motion was laid cn 
the table. l , 

Mr. Wright moved to take up the petition of James Hoggati, 
together with the report of tLe committee on claims ani 
accounts. 

Carried, and, on motion, referred to a select committee. 

A bill for the relief of ‘Thomas Ross, 

Read second time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 
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Bill read third time and passed. 
| A bill to organize a part of Montgomery county, for judicial 
| and other purposes, 
Read second time, and - 
: On motion of Mr. Smith of M., laid on the table until 
Monday. 
An act giving to the courts power to order surveys in certain 
cases, 
Was read second time, and referred to the committee on the 
| judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Wright, a bill to repeal in part an act to 
raise a public revenue by direct taxation, etc., was taken up; 
Read second time, and 
Referred to the committee on the jadiciary. 
A bill to regulate the sale of the estates of deceased soldiers; 
Was read second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, was indefinitely postponed. 
| An act concerning the revenue of the several counties in the 
+ Republic; 
Was read second time, and 
Referred to the judiciary committee. 
On motion of Mr. Usher, a bill for the reliaf of Washington 
| Schon, was taken up on its second reading; 
On motion, rule suspended, and 
Bill read third time, and passed. 
| _ Mr. Mayfield moved that the House adjourn until ten o’clock, 
| Monday morning. 
| Lost, 
| Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until Monday morning 
| mme o'clock. 
3 Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Blow, the roll was called, quorum present, 
Joint resolution for the relief of Capt. Lewis ‘Sanchez; 
Was read third time, and passed. 
| An act granting the District Attorneys power to ETA 
jurors; 
Read third time, and passed, 
A bill for the relief of Maria Jesus de Garcia; 
Read first time. 
Mr. Menefee, by leave, introduced a bill requiring sales by 
judgment or decree ofa probate court or court of chancery; 


my 
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Read frst time. 

©n motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

On motion, rule further suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Hill, referred to committee on judiciary, 
The engrossing committee made the following report : 


The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report, 
that they have examined a bill to be entitled an act to repeal an 
act, requiring the Sheriffs and other county officers to take the 
promissory notes of the government, and for other purposes, 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chair’n, 


Adopted. 

A bill to repeal an act requiring the Sheriffs and other county 
officers to take the promissory notes of the government, and for 
other purposes; 

Read third time. l 

On motion of Mr. Smith of M., the ruie was suspended which 
prohibits bills being amended on their third reading. 

Mr. Smith of M., offered the following amendment: 

‘Provided that all fees heretofore accruing to said officers, 
shali be collected in accordance with the former laws. 

The question being taken on the final passage of fi bill, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Eusw orth, Grigsby, Har- 
rison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haai Johas, Lann, Menefre, 
Murchison, Menard, Miller, Pillsbury, Smith of M., Thomas, 
Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Caldwell, Houston, Roberts, Rogers, 
Thatcher and Williamson—6. 
‘The bill passed. 


The committee on the judiciary, to which was referred a bill 
supplementary and amendatory to certain acts therein named, 
Reported the same back to the House without amendment, 


and recommended its passage. 
I, YAN ZANDT, Chair'n. 


Which report was received, and bill taken up. and 
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On motion, ordered to be engrossed. 
| On motion of Mr. Menard, the House adjourned till ten 
| o'clock on Monday morning. 


J 


Monbay, Jannary 18, 1841, 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The rol} was called, and the following members answered to 
thelr names, Viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Coles, Eusworth, Grigsby, 
` Harrison, Hulmg, Hill, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, 
| Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of 
| Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt, Wright 
F and Williamson. 
| A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

| A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
| House of the neglect of the Secretary of the Senate to furnish a 
i certain amendment to the House, made by the Senate, to a bill 
for the benefit of the settlers residing near the boundary line of 
| the United States, in the counties of Red River and Harrison. 

| ‘The following is the amendment of the Senate: 

| Strike out in second section, ‘who has been unable to have 
| thesame surveyed, and who is actually a settler of said land 
surveyed by the United States.’ 

| Concurred in by the House. 


| The committee of conference on the part of the House, on the 

| above named bill, to confer on amendments made by the 

Senate, - 

Reported that the committee on the part of the House had 
54* 
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agreed to recededrom their rejection of the amendments of tlhe 
senate. 


J. 9. MAY ETELD, Chair. 


Adopted. 

Mr. Murchison presented the petition of Isiah Call, late mas- 
ter armorer, praying for the appointment of a committee to 
examine into certain charges made against him., 

Mr. Mayfield moved to lay the petition on the table. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYiS—Messrs. Blow, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Menefee, 
Menard, Mayfield, Porter Roberts, itogers, Thatcher, Van 
Zandt, Wright and Wi ihamson—1 {. 

NAYS—alessrs. Speaker, Arnett, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Smith of M., I homas 
and Usher—13. Carried. 

The engrossing committee made the following report: 


Horse or REPRESENTATIVES, | 
January 15, 1841. 
The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined the following bilis: 
A bill forthe relief of Thomas Koss; 
And a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Texas 
Trading, Mining and Emigrating Company; 
Anda joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Jas. Wiley; 
And a joint resolution for the reliefof John Thomas; 
And ajomt resolution for the relief of William Gambi e; 
And a bill to be entitled an act to repeal au act, requiring the 
Sheriffs and other county officers to take the promissory notes 
of the government, and for other purposes; 
And a joint resolution for the relief of Washington Lehon. 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 
THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report : 


we 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 18, 1841. 
The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
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mg acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly ea- 
roiled, viz: 

| Anactregulating the time of holding the District Courts of 
| the seventh judicial district: 

| An act for the relief of L, B. Outlaw; 

| Anact supplementary to an act prohibiting the location of 
| fraudulent land certificates, etc , approved Feb. 5th, 1840; 

| An act to increase the bond of the Sheriff of Harris county; 

f Anact to amend an act to regulate the proceedings in civil 
| suits, approved 5th February, 1840; - 

| An actto amend an act organizing justices’ courts, and defin- 
; ing the powers and jurisdiction of the same; 

t+ An act granting the Alamo church to the use and benefit of 
the Catholic Church; 

An act to make provision for the Vice President, while per- 
Eforming the duties of President; 

,  Anact creating a system of bankruptcy, and regulating the 
eoilection of foreign debts; 

| And a joint resolution for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Alway, 
p administratrix of Robert Alway, deceased. 

Said acts and ioint resolution having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House, and President pro tem. of the Senate, 
and endorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they originated in the 
House of Representatives, (with the exception of the two last 
above mentioned act and resolution, which originated in the 
Senate, and were endorsed by the Secretary of the Senate, 
accordingly;) were presented to the President for his considera- 
tion on the 16th instant. 

A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the report of the committee of 
conference on the bill to discontinue certain ports of entry, and 
to establish instead thereof, a port to be cailed Port Calhoun, 
was taken up. 

The question being taken, the additional section, section 
eighth, was adepted. 


The committee of conference on a bill to authorize the Chief 
Justice of Milam county to have certain lands condemned for 
public use, etc., 


eI ot. 
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Reporied that the committee had made certain amendments 
to the amendments referred to them. 
G. W. HILL, Chairn, 
Com. on part ofthe House. 
B. STROUD, Charn, 
Com, on part oí the Senate, 


Which report, on motion, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Hill, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary toan act 
defining the mode by which the holders of conditional certifi- 
eates shall establish the same, passed January, 1841. 

Read first tiine. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill réad second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A communication from the State Department, was read, and 
and, on motion, was referred to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Tha! the committee on finance be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the pay- 
ment of all audited claims against the government, at some spe- 
cified time, sufficiently remote not to embarrass the treasury; 
except those which may be directed to be paid out of some spe- 
cial appropriations, 

Adopted. 

Mr. Smith of M., by leave, introduced a bill to provide for 
the settlement of the vacant territory of Texas; 

Read first time, and 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and ` 

Referred to the committee on public lands. 

A bill to open the communication with Santa Fe and other 
towns, taken up. 

Mr. Mayfield moved that it be laid on the table, until 
called up. 

Lost. 

Bill read second time, and referred to the conimittee on 
the state of the republic. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill defining the 


Eastern and Northern boundaries of Washington county, and 
for other purposes; 


5 
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Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

A bill for the benefit of purchasers of real estate, and te seeure 
a compensation for improvements made thereon; 

Read third time and passed. 

Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary and 
amendatory to an act to organize a part of the counties of Mata- 
gorda and Colorado, for judicial and other purposes; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bull read sccoud time, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rale was further sns- 
pended, and 

Bilt read third time and passed. 

A bill for the revision of the laws, taken up on its second 
reading. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to strike out in first section, the worda 
the Supreme Court, and insert in lieu, the words ‘Congress.’ 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the following words were struek 


| out of the first section; sbe arranged mainly in conformity to 
t the divisions or titles of municipal law, exhibited in Blaek- 


stone’s Commentaries.’ 
On motion of Mr. Blow. the second section was struck out. 
Mr. Miller moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 
Lost. 
Mr. Hill moved to strike out the sixth section. : 
Mr. Van Zandt moved to amend the sixth section, by striking 
out ‘five years,’ and inserting ‘ten years? ` 
Adopted. . 
Mr. Harrison moved the reconsideration of the vote striking 


> outthe second section. 


Lost. . 

The question then being taken on striking out sixth section. 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Ensworth, Harrison, Hill, 


| Haynie, Johns. Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, 
| Rogers, Thomas and Usher—15. 


NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blaw, Celes, Grigsby, Huling, 


a 
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Houston, Lann, Menefée, Mayfield, Smith of M., Thatcher, 
Yan Ness and Van Zandt—13. 

Carried. 

On motion, the bijl was referred to the judiciary committee, 


The committee on the state of the Republic, to which was 
referred a bill to regulate the public printing, 

Reported the same back to the House with an amendment, 
and recommended its passage: 

Also, a bill to authorize the several Chief Justices in this 
Republic, to appoint a committee for the purposes therein 
named, 

Reported the same back to the House and recommended its 
indefinite postponement; 

Also, a bill to disband the regular army, 

Reported that they deem it inexpedient to disband the regular 
army at this time, but that in compliance with a resolution of 
the House, they return the bill back to the House, and ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the bill. 

WM. MENEFEB, Chairn. 


Which reports were recciyed, and bills laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


The committtee on county boundaries, to which was refer- 
red the petition of sundry citizens of Houston county, praying 
for the formation of a judicial county, 

Reported by a bill to organize a part of Houston county, for 
judicial and other purposes. 

G. H. HARRISON, One of com. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 

A bill to organize a part of Montgomery county, for judicial 
and other purposes, on its third reading. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved the suspension of the rule which pro- 
hibits bills being amended on their third and final reading. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the proviso in the last section 
was struck out. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of M., the words ‘twenty-five,’ in first 
section, were struck ous, and ‘eighteen,’ inserted in lieu thereof. 
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Mr. Van Zandt offered the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That county courts hereafter shall 
| have the right to lay off new counties, for judicial and other 
$ purposes.’ 

Rejected. 

The question now being taken on the final passage of the bill, 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: ` 

| AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Harrison, Huling, Haynie, Johns, 
| Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miler, Pillsbury, Porter, Ro- 
| beris, Smith of M., Thomas and Thatcher—15. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Ensworth, 
| Hill, Houston, Menard, Mayfield, Rogers, Usher, Yan Zandt 
and Wright—13. 

| Carried, and bill passed. 

| Mr. Yan Zandt moved to take up a motion made by Mr. 
| Mayfield on Saturday, to reconsider the vote on the indefinite 
| postponement of a bill to provide for the investigation of 
| escheated and forfeited lands, etc. 

| The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and 
stood thus: - 

| AYES—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Harrison, Hill, Haynie, 
| Johns, Murchison, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M, 
| Thomas, Van Zandt and Wright—14. 

| NAYS—WMessrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Houston, Lann, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, 
| Pilisbury, Thatcher and Usher—1L6. 

| Lost. l ae 

Mr. Mayfield moved to adjourn until ten o’clock, to-mor- 
$ row morning. : 
f The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and _ 
f stood thus: 
| AYES-—Messrs. Blow, Huling, Houston, Lann, Menefee, 
| Menard, Mayfield, Rogers, Thatcher, Usher and Wright—11. 

| NAYS-—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Ens- 
| worth, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Murchison, 
| Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Smith of M., Thomas and 
7 Van Zandt—18. Lost, 

} Mr. Menard moved to adjourn until half past nine o’clock, 
| to-morrow morning. 

| On motion of Mr. Mayfie'd, the rule was suspended which 
i prohibits deLate on a mopon to adjourn. 
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Bir. Menefee then moved the reconsideration of the vote 
suspending the above mentioned rule. 

Withdrawn. 

The questiun then being taken on adjourning until half past 
nine oclock, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —MMessrs. Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Harrisen, Huling, 
Houston, Lann, , Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Roberts, 
R ogers, Smith of Ma, Thatcher and Usher—16. 

AYS -Messo Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, Hii, 

ao Johns, 7 tenelee, Murchison, Porter, T homas, Yan 
Zandt and Wricht 13 


C varied, ¢ ng ifouse ajour ned until half past nine o'clock, 
to-morrow ae 


A 


Yunspay, January 19, 1841. 


The fioi e met musuant to adjourument, 

The roll woes caved, and tue following members answered 
eo their nanics. Viz: 

Messrs. Spcaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Hnsworth, 
Grigsby, [larrisen, Halin: mo Hl Hagler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Menefee, wu -chison, Menard. Muller, Meyfierd, Porte,’ 
Reuly, Smih of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thon 

Pnatcher, Usher, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum prex ni; 

The House procveded to business. 

The journal o the preceding day was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, Mr. Haynie was added to the 
committee on finance, 


On motion ot Lr, Menard, Mr. Reily was added to the com- 
mittee on finance. 


‘The committee on claims and accounts, to which was re- 
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ferred the petition of Philip Howard, administrator of John 
Hibbons, deceased, 
Reported by a bill for the reliefof the heirsofJ. Hibbons, dec’d. 
P. USHER, Chair’n. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 
| The committee on county boundaries, to which was referred. 
the petition of sundry citizens of Washington and Robertson 
l counties, praying for the establishment of a new county: 
| And also, a bill to create the county of , and for other 
purposes, a 

Reported that they recommend the prayer of the petitioners 


be granted, and the passage of the above named bill. 
2 L. S. HAIGLER, Chair'n, 


| Which report was received, and bill laid on the tabie to come 

| up among the orders 0! the day. 

| The enrolling committee made the following report: 
CommirTcs Roos, 

Jan. 19, i41. { 

| The committee on enrolled bills, have examined a bill to 

(abolish certain offices there nawed, aud to bx the military 

| end naval establishnien'ts of the Repubuc: 

| Also,a bill to cor:npiete the orga ization of the militia, 

| Said lalis having Leen signed by the Speaker o! the House, 

band the President, pro tem, of the S nate. and eudoised by the 

Secretary of the Senate, that they originated nz the Senate, 

iweie presented to the President for lis consideration on the 


8th instant. l 
| A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn, 


Which report was adopted. 
The select committee to which was referred the petition and 


daims of Suoreazo De Zavalia; 
| Reported by a bill for his relief. 


JAS. REILY, Chawn, 


Which report was received, and bdi road drt time, 
On metou of Air, Reny, sale Suspen icd, and 

Bill rend «oond trme. 
| Mr. Touch oe moved a further suspension of tie ani: that 
he bill might be placed on iis third reading. 


pr 
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Mr. Wright offered the following amendment: 

‘Strike out ‘three thousand dollars,’ and insert ‘six hundred 
and eighty dollars.’ 

Mr. Smith of B., offered the following amendment to Mr, 
Whght’s : 

Add ‘or its equivalent in Texas promissory notes.’ 

Rejected. 

Mr. Reily moved that the bill be laid on the table until called 
up. Lost. 

The question now being taken, Mr. Wright’s amendment was 
adopted. 4 

Mr. Usher moved to strike out the words ‘par funds.’ 

Carried. 

The question then being taken, the bill passed. 

The engrossing committee made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, } 
Jan. 19, 1841. § 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined a bill tc 
organize a part of Montgomery county, for judicial and other | 
purposes: 

Also, a bill supplementary and amendatory of an act or- 
ganizing a part of Colorado and Matagorda counties, for judicia. 
and other purposes; 

And also, the additional sections of the House to the bill of 
limitations. 

And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of B., a bill requiring the Secretary 
of the Treasury to enter a credit upon the books of his office 
for certain purposes therein named, was taken up on its second 
reading. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill for the permanent location of the 
‘Tonkuhua and Lipan Indians: 


Also, a bill supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent Jand 
certificates, etc.; 


i 
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Also, a bill for the relief of David Thomas; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Margaret Wright: 

Also, a bill granting a donation of land to actual settlers on 
of near the military road on the Northern frontier; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Wm. H. Mosher; 

Also, a bill the better to define the boundary of the county of 
Galveston; 

Also, a bill to incorporate the Franklin Association in thecity 
of Houston; 

Also, a bill relative to the dutics of the Collector of the Dis- 
trict of Brazos; 

Also, a bill to amend an act, entitled an act to incorporate 
the city of Richmond and the towns of San Felipe de Austin 
and Lagrange, approved Nav. 18, 1839; 

Also, : bill for the relief of John A Finch; 

Also, the passage, with Ha ae of a bill for the relief of 
Thomas G. Gordon; 

Also, a bill to repeal in part the thirty-seventh section of the 
act to regulate proceedings in civil suits, approved February 
Sth, 1836; 

Also, a bill'to establish the county of Spring Creek, for judi- 
cial and other purposes; 

Also, a joint resolution authorizing B. F. Smith to adopt B. 
J. Smith, son of J. E. Smith; 

And also, of the indefinite postponement of a joint resolution 
for the relief of Geo. Oatmeal. 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, a bil] to anthorize the coloniza- 
tion and settlement of the vacant lands of the Republie of Texas, 
was taken up on itssecond reading. 

Mr. Murchison offered the following amendment to section 
fourth: 

Strike out ‘one hundred and sixty,’ and insert in lieu thereof, 
‘three hundred and twenty?’ 

Adoptéd. 

On motion, the words ‘within the first year, were struck off 
from the end of section eighth. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time. 

The ayes and nays were called fr on its final passage, and 
stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs, Arnett, Ensworth, Huling, Houston, 


bad 


Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, 
Maytield, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, ‘Thomas, ‘Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—2l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Harrison, | 
Hill, Johns, Pillsbury, Porter and Smith of M.—10. | 

Carried; and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, a joint resolution for the relief of 
Nathan Taylor, was taken up, 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, referred to the committee on 
claims and accounts. 

Mr. Roberts moved the reconsideration of the vote referring 
the resolution to the committee on claims and accounts, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—‘\essrs. Speaker, Arnett, Grigsby, Harrison, Hu- 
Jing, Houston, Haigler, Johns, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, 
Reily, Roberts, Thomas, "Thatcher Usher and Van Ness—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Hull, Lann, 
Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Rogers, Smith of M., Van Zandt 
and Wright— 12. 

Carried; and vote reconsidered. 

On motion then of Mr. Wright, the resolution was referred to 
the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Hill moved to take up the motion of Mr. Mayfield, of 
Saturday last, fer the reconsideration of the vote incefinitely 
postponing a bill to provide for the investigation of escheated 
and forfeited lands, ete. 

Carried. 

The question then being taken on the reeonsidetation of the 
vote, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stoad as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Hart- 
vison, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Miller, 
Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Thomas, Van Zandt 
and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Coles, Grigsby, Houston, Haigler, 
Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Thatcher and 
Usher-—12. 

Carried; and vote reconsidered, 


Mr. Thatcher moved a call of the House. 
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The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 

AYES-~—Messrs, Arnett, Barnett, Huling, Houston, Haigler, 
Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Relly, Roberts, Thatch- 
er and Usher—13. l 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Miller, 
Porter, Rogers, Smith of M., Thomas, Van Zandt and Wright 

Lost. ` 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was laid on the table 
until three o’clock, p.m. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to take up a motion made by Mr. Harri- 
son, Some days since, for the reconsideration of the vote on the 
rejection of the amendment made by the Senate, to a bill appro- 
priating seventy-five thousand dollais in the promissory notes 
of this government, to carry into effect the provisions of an act 
to sectionize and sell the lands formerly reserved for and eceu- 
pied by the Cherokee Indians. Carried, 

The question then being taken, the vote was reconsidered on 
the rejection of te amendment made by the Senate. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following as a subsutute for the 
amendment of the Senate: 

‘Section —. Be it further enacted that all legal and equitable 
titles to land located within said territory, previous to the 
7th day of November, 1835. shall be exempt from the provi- 
sions of the act to which this is a supplement.’ 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Harrison’s substitute for the amendment of the Senate: 

‘Section —. Be it further enacted, That all equitable titles 
sanctioned by the constitution and laws, located in said terri- 
tory, be, and the same are hereby exempted from the provisions 
of the act fo which this is a supplement.’ ` 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and 
stood thus: , 

AYES—Messrs. Messrs. Speaker, "Arnett, Grigsby, Huling, 
Haigler, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Mayfield, Reily, 
Thatcher, Van Zandt and Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Coles, Emsworth, Harri- 
son, Porter, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Hill, Roberts, Smith of M., Thomas and Usher—17. 

Rejected. 
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Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment to Mr. Harre- 
son's: 
insert before the word ‘located,’ the word degally.’ 

Accepted. 

The ayes and nays were called for, on the adoption of the 
substitute of Mr. Harrison, and stood thus: 

AY EdS—Aiessrs. Speaker, Arnett, Biow, Grigsby, Harrison, 
Huling, Hill, Haigler, Hayme, Johns, Menefee, Murchison, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Smith of M., Thatcher, Van 
Zandt and Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Coles. Enswarth, Houston, Lann, ' 
Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Thomas and Usher—10. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Thomas, a joint resolution concerning 
post ollie-s, wos taken up. 

Read second tune, aud 

Referred to asciect committee, consisting of Messrs. Thomas, 
Coles and Murchison. 

Qn motion of Mz. Yan Zandt, the House adjourned until 
three o’ciock, p. m. 


THREE OCLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The Speaker not being present, on motion of Mr. Van Zandi 
Mr, Hil was calied to the chair. 

The roll was cau.d, and not a quorum present. 

The sorg: ant-ct-arms was despatched fer absentees. 

A qreram being present, 

The Us:.-e proceeded to business. 
" Mr. Maler moved to take up a bill, supplementary and 
amendatory of certain acts therein named; 

Carried, aud 

Bili read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the words ‘Texas promissory 
notes,’ were inserted after the word dollars,’ in the third section. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the bill to provide for the inves: 
tigation of escheated and forfeited lands, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the roll of the House was called. 
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Mr. Porter moved that a further call be dispensed with. 

Lost. 

On motion, a committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs, 
Porter ani Thatcher, to take the votes of Messrs. Reily, Lati- 
mer and Menefee. 

The committee returned and reported their duty performed. 
| A message from the Senate, informing the House that 
| they had reconsidered the vote indefinitely postponing a bill 
| for the relief of Gec. Oatmeal, and requested the return of the 
| bill to the Senate. 

Request granted, 

The question being taken on the final passage of the bill, 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

f AYES—Messrs, Speaker, Barnett, Emsworth, Harrison, 
o Hill, Haynie, Johns, Laun, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Por- 
ter, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., and Van Zandt—1i6. 

NAYS—Niessrs. Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Houston, Haigler, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pis- 
bury, Reily, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness 
Wright and Williamson—20. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Biow asked to be excused from voting; House refused to 
excuse him. ra 

Mr. Coles, by leave, introduced ‘a bill to authorize the firm 
of McKinney, Williams & Co., to issue their notes for ciren!a- 
tion as money; 

Read first time, and i 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the rule was suspended, and 

Bul read second time. 

Mr. Williamson uioved further suspension of the rule, 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the bill was referred to the 
committee on the state of ther Republic. 

An act, an addition to the 5th section and adding two addi- 
tional sections to an act incorporating the cily of Galveston, 
was taken up and read seeond time; 

Mr. Thomas offered the following amendment, ‘ Provided, 
that there shall not be any charge made for any person under 
the age of twenty-one years, nor for any slaves, 

Mr. Kaufman moved that the bill be postponed until the 1st 
of March next. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus; 


ae Ms 


548 


AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Coles, Hill, Murchison, Usher, 
Wright and Williamson—7. , 

NAYS—Messts. Arnett, Blow, Barneit, Caldwell, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Smith of AL, Thomas, 
Yan Ness and Van Zandt—20. 

Lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment to Mr, 
Thomass amendment: ‘Provided, that emigrants and their 
families coming to the country, shall be exempt from the provi- 
sions of this act.’ 

Mr. Thomas offered the following as a substitute for both of 
the above amendments: 

‘Provided, that there shall be no charge made for any white 
person under the age of seventeen, nor any slave under the age 
of twelve years.’ 

Mr. Blow offered the following as a substitute for the thr 
previous amendments: 

‘Provided, that citizens of the Republic, servants and minors, 
under sixteen years of aye, shall be exempted from the enume- 
ration provided for in this act.’ 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the state of the Republic, and on motion of Mr: Hous- 
ton, the committee was 

Instructed to report to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 

Whereupon, Mr. Murchison renewed the motion of Mr. Hill; 

he ayes and noes were called for, and stood as follows: 

AY tiS—Messrs. Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Hill, 
Haigler, Johns, Murchison, Porter, Rogers, Smith of M., Ush- 
er, ‘hatcherand Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ens- 
worth, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Menard, Miller, May- 
field, Pillshury, Roberts, Smith of B., Thomas, Van Zandt and 
Williamson—18. Lost. 

Mr. Pillsbury moved to adjourn until ten o’clock, to-morrow, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby,Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haigler,Johns, 
Lann, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Ro- 
berts, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thatcher and Wil- 
Jiamson—24, 
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NOES-——Messrs. Barnett, Hill, Haynie, Poiter, Thomas, 
Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—8s. 
. Carried, and 

House adjourned until ten o'clock, to-morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, January 20, 1841. 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lanun, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Piilsbury, Por- 
ter, Reily, Roberts, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read ənd adopted, 

Mr, Haynie presented the claims of James Wall against this 
government; 

Which were referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
counts, l 
Mr, Huling presented the petition of 5, D, Smith, asking re- 
ief ; 

Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
Republic. 

The engrossing committee made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Jan, 20, 1841. 
The committee on engrossed hills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined the following named bills, which have 
finally passed the House and been re-engrossed: 
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A bil supplementary and amendatory of certain acts theres} 
named: 

Also, @ joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the Trea 
sury to enter a credit on the books of his office, for the purposs 
therein named; 

And a joint resolution for the relief of Lorenzo De Zavala; 

And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Charn. 

Adopted. 

The enrvling committee made the following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, } 
Jan. 20, 1541. 8 

Tie committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow. 
ing bids, which they find correctly enrolled: 

“An act to authorize and require the Commissioner of the 
the General Land Office to commence the issuing of patents, 
and for other purposes: 


An act securing the right of ia from the Justices’ to the 
District Courts: 


An act to organize a part of the counties of Matagorda and 
Colorade. for judicial and other purposes; 


And an act to charter the Houston and Austin Turnpike 
Company. 


Sard acts having been signed by the Speaker of the House. 
zad President pr ro tem. of the Senate, and endorsed by the 
Jbmef Cic. that they originated in the House of Represen- 
fairves. were presented to the President for his consideration on 
the Iwi iustant. 


A. S. EXSW ORTH, Chairn. 
Whiri report was adopted. 


The committee on claims and accounts, to which was re- 
ferred tw. joint resoiutions for the relief of Nathan Taylor, 
keported one of said resolutions, with an amendment, anc 
recommended its passage, aud recommended the indefinin 
postpenement of the other. 
. USHER, Chairn. 


Whice. rcp riand resolutions were, on meticn of Mr. He: 
12.6 eu tue table until eleven o'clock. 
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The select committee, to which was referred a bill to autho- 
ine B. F. Smith to emancipate certain negroes therein named, 
‘Reported the bill with an amendment back to the House, and 


recommended its passage, 
T. PILLSBURY, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the tabie, te 
pme up among the orders of the day. 


i 
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| The select committee,\ to which was referred the petition of 
ames Hoggatt, 

| Reported the petition back to the House, and recommended 
fie petitioner have leave to withdraw the same. 

T. R HULING, Chairn. 


Adopted. 


| The select committee to which was referred a joint resolu- 
on concerning post offices, 
| Reported the same back to the House with an amendment, 


nd recommended its passage. 
N. THOMAS, Chars, 


| Report received; and on motion of Mr. Thomas, the resolu- 
hon was taken up. 

| The following amendment offered by the committee, viz: 

| Strike out ‘Post Master General,’ and insert ‘Secietary of 
ate, or any person having authority to do se,’ 

| Adopted. 

i On motion of Mr. Thomas, the rule was suspended, and 
Resolution read third time, and passed. 

| Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced a bill to establish and in- 
forporate the Austin Lyceum; i 

| Read first time. 

$ On motion, rule suspended, and 

| Bill read second time, and 

| Referred to the committee on education. 

| Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a joint resofution con- 
kerning public buildings situated in the city of Austin; 

t Read first time. 

| On motion. rule suspended, and 

| Resolution read second time. 
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be? 

har. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

(i‘lasert ‘auc that this government be let out to trustees for the 
term of five years,’ 

‘Nhe Speaker decided the amendment ont of order. 

Mr. Mayfivid thereupon appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

The question being put, is the Chair out of order, was de- 
cided in the negative. 

Mr. Murchison moved a further suspension of the rule, that 
the bill might be placed upon 1s third reading. Lost. 

Mr. Maytieid moved the reterenee of the pill to the commit- 
tee on the state of the Repubuc. Lost. 

Mr. Merehison now moved its engrossment; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY Es—Messis. Speaker. Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Enswonth. 
Grigsby, Harrison, Haa a Hil, Hayne, Johns, Lann, Muich- 
son, Miller, Diusbury, Porten, pie ers, hiunth of Ma Thoas 
and Wiliamson—zi), 

NAYS —Liessrs. Deny, Caldwell, Uaigher, Menefee, may 
field, Rely, Thatcher, uud rights. 

Carried. 

Mr. Aruett, by leave, introduced a bill creating and regula- 
ting patros. 

Read first time. 

On monon, rule sacpeudcd, and 

Gi read second t a. 

Mr. Murchisva o-red the oll wing amendment: 

Wherever the words twenty aud iwenty-five stripes’ occu, 
strike thom out, and insert dHty?  Kejeefed. 

On motion of Mr. manui of M, the bill was referred tu the 
ccinmittec on the state cf the Republie. 


~ 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution authorizing B. F. Smith to adopt B. J. 
Smith, son of J. B. Saath, was taken up, and 
Amendment of the Ecuate concurred in. 
_A bill prescribing the mode by which married persons may 
dispose of their separate property; 
Mead second time. 
Mr. Lill moved its refcrence te the mulitary committee, Lost. 
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On motion of Mr. Thatcher, it was referred to the committee 
hn the judiciary. 
| A bul to provide for the erection of a penitentiary; 
| Read first time. 
| Ou motion of Mr. Mayfield, a bill to exempt slaves from 
reed sales under execution, was 
| Taken up on its second reading. 
| Mr. Kautman offered the following amendment: 
| ‘Provided, that this act shall not be so construed as to apply 
Jo executions that have been issued, or may hereafter issue, on 
fontracts made previous to the passage of this act.’ 
| Mr. Lann offered the following amendment to Mr. Kauf- 
man’s amendment : 
| Add ‘in the Republic of Texas,’ 
| The ayes and nays were called for, on its adoption and stood 
' thus : 
| AYES—Messrs. Caldwell, Harrison, Huling, Houston, 
| Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Roberis, Smith 
fol M., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness and Wright—16. 
, NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Hill, Johns, Latimer, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, 
l Raily and Rogers.—14. Adopted, 
© Mr. Maytield, then offered the following as a substitute for 
Mr. Kaufman's amendment as amended : 
| ‘Provided that the provisions of this act shall not be con- 
;Srued to impair the obligations of pre-existing contracts or 
i judements,’ 
Phe ayes and noes were called for on its adoption, and stood 
' as follows: 
AYt.S—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Hous- 
pton, Haynie, Latimer, Mayfield, Pillshury, Reily, Roberts, 
; Rogers, Smith of M. and Van Ness—15. 
NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Harrison, Huling, Hill, 
Haigler, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Porter, ‘I homas, 

Thatcher and Wright—14. 
| Adopted. 
| "I'he question now being taken on annexing the amendment 
| of Mr. Mayfield, as an amendment to the bill. 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Houston, Latimer, May- 
| feld, ey Reily and Roberts—8. 
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NOES-—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby 
Harrison, Huling, Hil, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murch 
son, Menefee, Muller, Porter, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatche 
Van Ness and Wright—21. 

Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
stood thus : 

AYES—Messrs. Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Har 
rison, Huhng, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Laun, Latimer, 
Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Rogers, 
Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness and Wright—23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Hill, Houston, 
Pillsbury, Roberts and Usher—8. 

Carried; and bill passed. 

A message from the Senate, informing the House of the 
concurrence of the Senate to the amendments made by the com- 
mittee of conference to a bill to condemn land for public 
use, and to remunerate the owner or owners'thereof for the 
same i 

Also of the indefinite postponement of a bill supplementary 
and amendatory of an act organizing a part of the counties of 
Matagorda and Colorado, for judicial ; and other purposes; 

Also the passage, with amendments, of a bill to regulate pub- 
lic sales; 
pan the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of A. J. 

avis; 

Also, a bill forthe relief of those who have taken the benefit 
of the insolvent laws of other countries; 

Also, a bill to incorporate the German Union for Texas; 

Also, the passage of a joint resolution for the rehet of Mrs. 
Sarah Ann Walker; 

Algo, a joint resolution for the relief of Wm. H. Murray; 

Also, a a bill reviving an act to define the time of holding Jus- | 
tices’ courts, approved January 23, 1839. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, a resolution from the Senate as 
to adjournment of Congress, sine die, was taken up. 

Mr, Kaufman moved to fill the blank with the 1st of Feb, 


iar. Haynie moved to fill the blank with the 10th of Feb. 
ost, 


f 
i 
H 
i 
i 
| 
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l 
i 
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The question then being taken, it was filled with Ist of 
February. 
The question now being taken, the resolution was adopted. 
A bill supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land 
certificates, and to provide for issuing pgtents to legal 
claimants; i 
| Read first time. c 
| Joint resolution for the relief of J. B. Ransom; 
Read second time. 
On motion of Mr, Arnett, the rule was suspended, and 
Resolution read third time and passed. 
| A bill to incorporate the German Union for Texas, taken up 
amendments of the Senate concurred in. 


| The committee on the state of the Republic, to which was 
referred a bill to authorize the firm of M‘Kinney, Williams & 
Co, to issue their notes for circulation as money, 
Reperted the same back to the House and recommended is - 
| passage: 
Also, a bill from the Senate, entitled an act to open a com- 
munication with Sauta Fe and other towns; 
Anda bill of the House, to be entitled an act to authorize the 
aising of volunteers to make an egpedition to Santa Fe; 
| Reported the last named bill, as a substitute for the one from 
ithe Senate, and recommend its passage. 

WM. MENEFEE, Chairn. 
Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table ite 
iome up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Ensworth offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the enrolling clerk of this House be instruet- 
| ed to employ an additional cierk as an assistant throughout the 
rmander of the present session of Congress, to recelve the same 
i pay as is now allowed tothe Clerks of this House. 
Adopted. 
| Abul to regulate public sales, taken up, and the amendment 
iof the Senate concurred in. 
| A bill to authorize the Chief Justice of Milam county to have 
|land condemned for public use, and to remunerate the owner or 
juwners thereof, for the same, taken up, and the amendmenis of 
| he comgnittee of conference. coucurred i, 


” 
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A bill to establish the county of Spring Creek, for judicial and 
other purposes, taken up. 

‘lhe following amendment made by the Senate, viz: 

In section third, in the third line, after the words ‘on the,’ in- 
sert the words, goth Mondays of March and Septenuber.’ 

Concurred in. 

A bili to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to employ a draftsman and translator, and providing for 
the compensation of county surveyors; 

Read second time, and 

\eferred to the commiitee on public lands. 

Joint resolution providing for repairing the Capitol; 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the state of the Republic. 


On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the House adjourned until 
three o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had reconsidered the vote on the final passage 
of a bill for the relief of those who had taken the benefit of the 


insolvent laws of other countries, and requested the same to be 
returned to the Senate, 


tequest granted. 

Mr. Miller, by leave, presented the petition of C. W. Peter- 
son, attoruey for the heirs of John Wall, deceased; 

N eferred to a select committee, consisting ot Messrs. Miller, 
Usher, Lann, Blow and Huling. 

An act to authorize the firm of McKinney, Williams & Co., 
to issue their notes for circulation as money, was taken up on 
its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the above named bill was made 
the special order of the day for to-morrow, at eleven o'clock. 

Mr. Wright moved a reconsideration of the vote on the rejec- 
tion of the bill to provide for the investigation ot escheated and 
forfeited lands, ete. 


The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 
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| AYES--Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Enswoaith, 
‘'Harnson, Hill, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, 
Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Van Zandt and Wright—17. 
| NAYS-——-Messrs, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, liouston, Haigler, 
Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Thomas and Thatcher 
~ll. 
| Carried, and 
On motion of Mr. Yan Zandt, bill referred to the committee 
Fon public lands. 
| On motion of Mr, Johns, the bill to incorporate the Texas 
and Rio Grande ‘Trading Company, was taken up on its second 
| reading. 
| Mr. Johns moved its reference to a select committee. 
| Mr. May field moved its reference to a committee of the whole 
House on the state of the Republie, on the first day of July 
nexte Lost. 
; The question then being taken, it was referred to a select 
| committee, consisting of Messrs. Johns, Miller, Haynie, Mur- 
 chison and Smith of M. 


F ~~ A bill to define in part the boundaries of the county of Wash- 
ington, and create the county, 5 
Read second time. 


; On motion of Mr. Coles, the blank for the name a the new 
county, was filled with the name Buckner. 

p Mr. Hill moved to fill the blank for the county seat, with the 
| name Boonville. 

Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Houston, the blank was filled with the 
name Du Val. 


On motion of Mr. Murchison, the rule was suspended, and 
Bill read third time and passed. 


The select committee, to which was referred a bill to incor- 
| porate the Franco 'Texienne company, 


Reported the bill back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. i 
J. S. MAYFIELD, Chair. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


TF 
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Joint resoluuon reyuiring the Secretary of the Treasury to 
relinquish certain lands, was 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

An act to incorporate the Texas College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Thatcher offered the following addiuonal sections, to 
come in after the tenth section: 

‘Sec. Ll. Be it further enacted, That no person or association 
of persous shal] have the privilege of suing or being sued by, 
or defending or being defended, by the sad College “of Physi- 
clans and Surgeons, “unless such person or persons shalt be fe- 
gular bred Surgeon Dentists, and havea duly authenticated di- 
ploma from the Royal College of Horse Doctors in Calcutta;— 
and hixewise, that no person whatever shall have the privilege 
of enjoying, purchasing, selling or conveying any kind of es- 
tute whatsoever, unless by the written consent of said College, 

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, d&c., That, as the fame of 
those persons previously mentioned 1n this bill, and who are to 
constitute the association of Physicians and Surgeons, 1s entire- 
ly too great for a few individuals, and has also the appearance 
at monopoly, which ts foreign to the purposes of Republican 

government, it is hereby made obligatory upon said association 
that they imiaediately divide said fame with their successos, 
who it may very reasonably be supposed, can never attain their 
present pitch of celebrity aud usefulness. 

Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, &c., That whenever three or 
imore Physicians of one beat, shall by proper representation, 
make kuown to the Chief Justice of the county in which said 
beat may be, that there is too great a prevaleuce of health in 
sald beat for the advancement of medical science, it shall be the 
duty of said Chief Justice, or in case of his absence, the nearest 
Post Master, to raise an epidemic immediately, if not sooner, of 
the most highly concentrated form and character. 

‘Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, &c., That the highly merito- 
rious class of persons usually known as Steam Doctors, are en- 
titled to two chances at this bill; provided, they never interfere 
with Special Epidemics, but confine their practise to old sores, 
boils, seasickness, piles, itch, and a few other unmentionable 
disorders. 

‘Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, &c., That whenever it shal! 
appear to tho said College that the science of Surgery is abort 
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$ to decline in consequence of the scarcity of eases, the President, 
J by order of the Board, may have the power to call upon any 
§ constable, coroner,parson or punip borer, to get up such a num- 
$ ber of fights, riots, burstings of boilers, rannings away of hors- 
$ sand mules, and other alarming accidents, as the emergency 
ofthe case may require. 

‘Sec. 16. Beit further enacted, &c., That ın addition to the 
power given to said College in a previous section of this bill, of 
making and enforcing by-laws, electing officers, ete., they shall 
also have power to send Missionaries to foreign countries, in 
search of new diseases, and cultivate all kinds of aches, pains, 
swellings, etc., to the greatest extent possible. 

‘Sec. 17. Be it further enacted, &c., That no member of the 
Faculty of Medicine shall ever attain pre-eminence in any 
branch of the science, without having submitted his cranium 
wa bumpological analysis, so as to satisfy the public mind that 
nature intended and adapted him for the position to which his 
ingenuity has elevated him, 

‘Sec. 18. Be it further enacted, &c., That from and after the 
passage of this bill, the same shal! have no effect, no how never- 
@ (theless, notwithstanding, no way you can fix it! 
$ On motion of Mr. Houston, the bill was laid on the table un- 
til called up. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the amendment of the 
House to a joint resolution for the adjournment of Congress, 
sine die, 

Joint resolution for the reliefof Sarah Ann Walker, 

Read first time, and on motion of Mr. Houston, 

Rule suspended, and 

Bul read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Hill, referred to the committee on public 
lands. 

A resolution in relation to the introduction of new business, 
was taken up, and on motion of Mr, Menefee, 

Laid on the table until called up. 

Bill of limitations, 

Bull read third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Johns, made the special order of the day 
for Friday next, at 11 o’clock. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
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House that a bill supplementary and amendatory to certain acts 
therein named, had passed the Senate, with amendments. 
The question war taken, and the amendments of the Senate 
were concurred in. 
‘The committee on finance made a report, which, on motion, 
Was laid on the table until called up. 
Tue judiciary committee made the following report: 


The committee on the judiciary, to which was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act regulating sales by judgment or decree of 
a probate court or court of chancery, have had the same under 
consideration, ane beg leave to 

Report the same back to the House, and recommend its 
passage. 

I. VAN ZANDT, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Wright moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, to-morrow. 

Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Hill, the House adjourned until 7 o'clock, 
in the afternoon. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met, 


The roll was called, and not a quorum present, 


On motion of Mr. Wright, the House adjourned until half 
past nine, a. m., tomorrow. 


"Fuurspay, January 21, 1841. 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 


The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 
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Messrs. Speaker, Arnett) Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Hagler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Lati- 
mer, Menefec, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Reily, Roberts, Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, 
Thomas, ‘Thatcher, Usher, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business, 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill supplementary to an act for the 
punishment of crimes and misdemeanors: 

Also, a joint resolution authorizing aud requiring the Com- 
missioner of the Geueral Laud office to issue patents to Sam’L 
Jones and-ugh McKean; 

Also, a bill to regulate proceedings in admiralty; 

Also, a biil to organize a part of the couuty of Liberty, for 
judicial and other purposes; í 

Also, the passage, with an amendment. ofa bill for the relief 
af Saml Hewes, late ecoliector of the District of Aransas; 

Also, the passage of a joint resolution authorizing the esta- 
| blishment of a light beat at Galveston inlet; 
| Also, a bill to encourage emigration by regulating the mode 
g ofcollecting certain foreign debts. 


The committee on publit lands, to which was referred the 
_bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
employ a draftsman aud translator, and providing for the com- 
pensation of county surveyars, 

Reported the same back to the House with amendments, 
į and recommended its passage: 
WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
| come up among the orders of the day. 


| The committtee on county Lloundaries, to which was refer- 

} ted a joint resolution defintie the linnts of the county of 
| Refugio, 

Reported a substimte ‘cr the seme, and recommended its 
| passage. 


i. S. HAIGEER, Chairn, 


e a 
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Which report was received, and resolution laid on the table 
to come up among the orders of the day. 


The engrossing committee made the following report: 


| 

ComMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 21, 1841. 

‘The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined the following bill and joint reso- 
lutions: 

A joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to 
relinquish certain lands: 

A joint resolution for the relief of J. B. Ransom, 

And a bill prohibiting forced sale of slaves under execution. 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed, | 

THOS, B. HULING, Chairman. | 


Which report was adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report: 


CoMMITTEE Room, } 
. Jan. 21,1841. § 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing acts, which they find correctly enrolled, to-wit: 

An act the better to define the boundaries of the county of 
Galveston: 

An act to amend an act, entitled an act to incorporate the 
city of Richmond, and the town of San Felipe de Austin and La 
(xrange, approved Nov. 18, 1837. 

An act for the relief of Win. H. Mosher; 

An act for the relief of David Thomas; 

An act for the relief of Margaret Wright; 

An act relative to the duties of collector of the district oi 
Brazos; 

An act for the benefit of settlers residing near the boundary 
line of the United States, in the counties of Red River and 
Fanning; 

And an act for the relief of John H. Finch. 

Said acts having been signed by the Speaker of the House, 
and President pro tem. of the Senate, and endorsed by the 
Chief Clerk, that they originated in the House of Represen- 
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tatives, were presented to the President for his consideration cn 


the 20th instant. 
A. S. ENSWORTH, Chair‘n. 


Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced a bill to make certain 
offences therein named, grand larceny, and to prescribe their 
punishment, 

Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to the judiciary committee. 


The cammittee on claims and accounts, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Jeremiah Strode, 
Reported by a bill for his relief. 
P. USHER, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the rule was suspended, and 
Bill read second time, and 

On motion, rule further suspended, and 

Bull read third time, and passed. 


The select committee to which was referred the petition af 
C. W. Peterson, attorney for the heirs of John Wall, deceased, 
Repored by a bill for the relief of the heirs of John Wall, 


deceased. 
W. D. MILLER, Chairman. 


Which report was received, and bill read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Blow, rule suspended, and 
. Bill read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Miller, rule further suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 
| A communication from the Commissioner of the General 
| Land Otice, was read, and 
| On motion of Mr. Usher, referred to the committee on public 
| lands. 


Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill requiring the Chief 
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Justice of Bastrop county to perform certain duties therein | 
named, 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

On motion, rule further suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

A communication fron the Gazette office was read. 

A bill to encourage emigration by regulating the collection of | 
certain foreign debts. 

Read first time. | 
A bill for the relief of Sam. Hewes & Co., taken up, and 
amendment of the Senate concurred in. | 

A bill supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certi- 
ficates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants; 

Was read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Roberts moved to take upa bill on public printing. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the report of the chairman ofthe com- 
mittee on finance, was taken up and read, and 

Qn motion, was laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of M, 
H. Nicholson. | 

Mr. Mayfield presented the report of the majority of the com- | 
mittee on finance, and 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, laid cn the table until three 
o’clock. | 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the House adjourned until three 
o’clock, p. m, 


THREE O'CLOCK, P, M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and not a quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, the sergeant-at-arms was de- 
spatched for absentees. 

A quorum present. i 

The question being taken on discharging the absentees from 
further custody, was ‘carried. 
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The question being taken whether they should be discharged 
without paying fees, was decided in the negative. 
| Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal an act to 
| prohibit the driving of cattle from that part of the country west 
| of the Guadalupe, approved 19th January, 1839; 
| Read first time. 
Mr. Wright moved a suspension of the rule. Lost, 


The com, on claims and accounts, made the following report: 

| The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was reter- 

| red the petition of David Muckleroy asking relief, 

| Have instructed me to report the following bill for his relief. 
P. USHER, Chairn. 

Which report was received, and bill read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rule was suspenued, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Murchison offered the following amendment: 

| ‘Beit further enacted, That the account of John H. Moore's 

: company, fer one thousand six hundred dollars, for horses lost 

| inthe campaign against the Comanche Indians, in October and 

| November last, be also audited) 

| Mr. Haynie offered the following as an amendment to Mr. 

| Murchison’s amendment: 

‘That he be antherized and required to audit the claim of 
Wayne Barton, for the sam of five hundred dollars in ‘Texas 
treasury notes, in cousideration of a horse killed under him, in 
the ight with Cordova, in March, 1839,’ 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, the bill was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs, Murchison, Mayfield, Rogers, 
| Ensworth and Menard. 
| The report of the majority of the committee on finance, taken 
up and read. 

} On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, it was laid on the table until 
i to-morrow. : 
| Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the chairman of the committee on finance, 
| be requested to report bills to this House, in accordance with 
| their reports. 
| Mr. Hill offered an amendment: 
Insert ‘and the gentleman from Galveston, Mr. Menard,’ 
Accepted by Mr. Haynie, 
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Mr.. Kaufman moved the resolution lay on the table. 

Lost. 

The question being taken on the adoption of the resolution: 

Was carried, aud resolution adopted. 

A bill to incurporate the Texas Trading, Mining and Emi- 
grating Company, was taken up, and 

Read third time. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Huling, Hill, Houston, 
Haigler, Haynie, Jobus, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Mayfield, 
Porter, Reilly, Roberts, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Yan 
Zandt and Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Grigsby, Latimer, Miller, 
Pillsbury, Rogers, Smith of M. and Usher—9. 

Carried, and bid) passed. 

Mr. Van Ness moved to take up a bill incorporating a com- 
pany to be called the Franco Texienne Company, ete. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messis. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Huling, Houston, Maigter, Haynie, Murchison, Miller, May- 
field, Porter, Rohorts, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt 
and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs, Grigsby, Hill, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Smith of M. and Thomas 
—I11. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House went into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Houston in the Chair, 

Atter some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
progress, and asked to be discharged from further consideration 
of the bill. 

Report adopted. 

Mr. Pillsbury moved to refer the bill to the committee on the 
state of the Republic. 

Lost. ; 

Mr. Menefee moved that the bill be laid on the table. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Miller it was referred to a select committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Miller. Van Zandt, Latimer, Haigler, 
Pillsbury, Yan Ness and Thatcher. 
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g Mr. Houston moved that the House adjourn until ten o’clock, 
@ to-morrow morning. 


g On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the House adjourned until nine 
g o'clock, to-morrow. 


Friday, Jan. 22d, 1841, 


‘Ihe house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. ` i 

‘The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Johns, 
Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Pilisbury, Porter, Reily, 
Rogers, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher and 
Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


The committee on the state of the Republic, to which was 
referred a joint resolution, providing for repairing the capitol: 

And also, a bill for the relie: of settlers residing near the 
boundary line of the United States of the North; 

Reported the same back to the House and recommended their 
passage: 

Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Nacogdoches county, 
praying for the formation of a new county; 

Reported that they deem it inexpedicnt to grant the prayer of 


the petitioners, 
WM. MENEFEBR, Chairn. 
Which report was adopted. 
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‘The engrossing committee made the following report : 


Horse or REPRESENTATIVES, { 
January 22, 1841. 

The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined the following: 

A bill to be entitled an act to define in part the boundaries of 
the county of Washington, and to create the county of 
Buckner: 

And a joint resolution concerning post offices; 

And a joint’ resolution concerning buildings in the city of 
Austin; 

And a bill for the relief of Jeremiah Strode; 

And an act requiring the Chief Justice of Bastrop county io 
perform certain duties therein mentioned. 

And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, } 
Jan.22, 1o41. $ 

The committee on enrolled bills, have examined the fol- 
lowiug acts aud joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, to-wit. 

An act to regula‘e public sales: 

An aci to repeal in part the thirty-seventh section of an act to 
regulate the proceedings in civil suits, approved February 
5th, 1840; 

Joint resolution authorizing Benjamin F, Smith te adopt 
Benj'n Josiah Smith, son of Josiah C. Smith; 

An act to discontinue and abolish certain ports of entry, and 
to establish instead thereof, a port of entry to be called Port 
Calhoun; 

An act authorizing the Chief Justice of Milam county to have 
land appraised and condemned for public use, and to remune- 
rate the owner or owners thereof for the same; 


An act to incorporate the Franklin Association, in the city 
of Houston; f 
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| Anact granting a donation of land to actual settlers, on or 

@ near the military road on che Northern frontier; 

g An act to establish the county of Spring Creek, for judicial 
} and other purposes; 

| Joint resolution for the relief of Andrew Jackson Davis; 

And an act to incorporate the German Union for Texas; 

| Said acts and joint resolutions having been signed by the 

| Sneaker of the House, and the President, pro tem. of the 

| Senate, and endorsed by the Chief Cleik, that they originated 

| in the House of Representatives, were presented to the Pre- 

} sident for his consideration on the 21st instant. 

A. 5S. ENSW ORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 


The select committee to which was referred a biil to establish: 
and incorporate the Gaudalupe College, 
| Reported the same back to the House, and asked to ke dis- 
| charged from the further consideration of the saine. 
GEO. BLOW, Charn. 


Report received, aud 
On motion of Mr. Miller, the bill was taken up and passed. 


The select committee, to which was referred a bill incer- 
porating the Texas aad Rio Grande ‘Trading Company, 

Reported the same back to the House with amendments, 
and recommended its passage. g 


C. R. JOHNS, Charn. 


Report received, and 

| On motion ot Mr. Johns, the following amendments of the 

F committee were adopted, viz: 

f A substitute for the sixth section; and in the seventh section, 
alter the word ‘effect? insert ‘from and after its passage.’ 
Adopted. 

M#AS mith of M., moyed to strike out ‘fourth section.’ 
The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and 
stood thus: 


AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Coles, Hill, Menefee, Menard, 


Pillsbury, Smith of M. and Usher—8, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Gngs. 
by, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Lat. 
mer, Murchison, Miller, Porter Reily, Roberts, Smith of B, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Van Zandt and Wright—22. Lost. 

Mr. Caidwell offered the following additional section, as an 
amendment: 

‘Be it further enacted, That should it appear at any future 
day, that the privileges hereby granted are an evil to the coun. 
try, the power is hereby reserved to Congress to repeal the same.) 

Adopted. 

The question then being taken, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. ; 

Ar. Smith of B., reported a bill to create a government stock 
fund, and for the protection of individual enterprize, back to 
the House, and moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Yan Zandt moved that the House resolve itself intoa 
comunittee of the whole on the same. 

Lost. 

Ou motion of Mr. Menard, Mr. Smith of B., was allowed to 
withdraw the bill for the purpose of making some corrections. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a hill to legalize the official acts of Win. 
H. Steele; 

Also, a bill defining the time of holding the courts in the firat 
judicial district; 

Also, a bill supplementary to an act to define Montgomery 
county; 

Also, a joint resolution requiring Chief Justices to issue wras 
for elections; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Thos. Ross; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Seth Sheldon; 

Also, a bill incorporating the Travis Guards; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Thos. B. Huling; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Mary Moffit; 

Also, a joini resolution tor the relief of Cyrus Campbell. 

Also, the passage of the following, with amendments, viz: 

A joint resolution for the relief of Wm. G. Evans; 

Also, a bill to incarporate the Galveston University; 

Also, a bill to regulate the granting and trial of injunetions; 

Also, the passage of a substitute for the substitute for a joint 
resolution regulating the post office department. 


í 
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A bill to incorporate the Galveston University, taken up; 
The following amendments, made by the Senate, viz: 
Strike out all of first section after the word ‘youth.’ 
| Strike out the name of ‘E. L. Holmes, and of tS. H. Austin,’ 
fin third section. 
| Strike outin section 4th, the ‘4th and 5th lines? 
| Strike out in section fourth, all aftor the word ‘business,’ in 
| seventh line, to the word ‘and’ in tenth line. 
| Strike out in section fourth, the word ‘professors,’ and insert 
| president.’ 
| Strike ont in section tenth, the word ‘commonalty,’ and in- 
E sert Republic.’ l 
Strike out in section fourteenth, ‘tenth,’ and insert ‘fifth! 
Adopted. 
The following, viz: 
Strike out iu section fifteenth, ‘two hundred and fifty, and 
insert ‘one hundred! oy 
Strike out in section seventeenth, the words ‘not inconsistent 
with the charter.’ ? 
Strike out ‘section twentieth,’ and add two additional sections 
| viz: ‘section twenty first’ and ‘section twenty second,’ Rejected. 
E Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced a joint resolution, authori- 
: ang the Secretary of State to contract for certain printing: 
| Read first time, and 
On motion, rate suspended,.and 
Resolution read second time, and 
Referred to the committee on printing. 
Mr. Menefee offered the following resolution: 
| Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
E Houses of Congress will go into the election of Chief Justice 
for the county of Ward, on this evening, at the hour of four 
E oclock, January 22, 1841. 
| Oa motion of Mr. Hill, was laid on the table. 
_ Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a biil supplementary to an 
- act to abolish certain offices therein named, and to fix the naval 
establishment of this Republic, passed Jan. 18, 1941; 
| Read first time. 
| A bill to be entitled an act of limitations, taken up on its final 
| passage. 
| Mr. Thatcher moved that the House go into committee of 
| the whole, on the same. Lost. ; 


572 


Afr. Hill moved a suspension of the rule which prohibits bills 
being amended on their third reading, Lost. 

The question then being taken on its final passage, 

‘The ayes aud nays were ca'led for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Miessrs. Caldwell, Coles, Eusworth, Huling, Hagler, 
Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Milier, May- 
field, Rely, Roberts, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Van 
Zandt and W right— 19. 

NAYS —slessrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, Harn. | 
son, Hul, :iouston, Johus, Latimer, Pillsbury, Porter, Usher | 
and Van Ness—13. | 

Carried; and bill passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of M. IL, Nicholson; 

Read first time. 

Ou monon of Mr. Murchison, rule suspended, and 

Resolitioa read second tine. 

Mre. blavnie offered tie fortowius amendinent: 

Insert eand A.C. McFarlane, on lot No. 7, in block 71, and 
lot No. 7G. m aiviston D)? 

Adopted. 

Ou motion of Mr. Haynie, rule further suspended, and 

Resolution read third inue, aud 

Ou mouon of vir, Kaufman, referred to the committee on the 
siate of the Republie. 

Mr. Miiller, by leave, introduced a bill to change the time of 
holding the aunual sessions of the Supreme Court of the Re- 
public; 

Read first time. 

Gn motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to the comnuttee on the judiciary. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, by a substitute, fur a joint resolution for 
the relief of Sam. Colver. 

Mr. Menard, by leave, introduced the following named bills, 
viz: 

A bill to authorize the creation of bonds, for a special fund, 
ofiwo hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to aid in the support 
of the government of this Republic, for the year 1841. 


A bill fer the redemption of the promissory notes of the go- 
vernment of tuis Republie. 
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A bill to authorize the funding of the amount of interest ac- 
| erung on the consolidated funded debt of this Republic, and 
| for other purposes. 

| A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue cer- 
| tificates to the amount of two hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
| lars, to aid in the support ot the government for the year 1841. 
| Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, rule suspended, and 

Bills read second time. 

| On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, one hundred copies of the 
| above named bills, were ordered to be printed, and made the 
special order of the day for Moncay next. f 

A bill defining the time of holding the courts in the first ju- 
| dicial district; 

’ Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

Ou motion of Mr. Reily, rule further suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

| Joint resolution concerning public buiidings in the city of 
. Austin; | 
| Read third time and passed. 

| On motion of Mr. Harrison, a bill to organize a part of Hous- 
ton county, for judicial and other purposes, was taken up, and 
Read second time. 

‘4 r. Menard moved to adjourn until three o’clock, p. m. 

ost. 

Mr. Murchison move to strike out ‘Burnet and insert Rusk.’ 
A division of the question being called for, 

| The ayes and noes were called for on striking out, and stood 
p as follows: 

AY +.S—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell. Houston, Haynie, Lann, 
Murchison, Menard. Roberts and Smith of M.—9. 

NA YS—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Harri- 
son, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Menefee, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Reily, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and Van Zandt 

Lost, and 

Bill ordered to be engrossed, _ 

On motion of Mr. Harrison,fule suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 
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Mr. Meuard moved to adjourn undid three oelock, p. in. 


Lost. E 
Mr. Smith of M., by leave, introduced the following resuir 
uon: 


Resolved, That the military committee be instructed to mf 
quire into the expediency of selling such pait of the puba 
property, as may be salject to much injury. I 

Adopted, 

A jaut resolution for the relief of Wm. G. Evans, was taker 
up, aud the folowing amendment of the Senate read: 

in the eleventh line, sirike out ‘twelve, and insert ‘eight.’ 

Concunmea i by the Louse. ] 

An actto authorize tie Commissioner of the Gaia Lan 
office to employ a draftsman and translator, and providing tof 
the compensation of county surveyor, was taken up. 

Mr. Tuatcher moved to adjourn until three o'clock, p. m. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Mruchison, the House adjourned unt. 
half past two o’clock, p. m. 


HALF past Two OCLOCK, P. M 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and not a quorum present, 

The Sergeant at arius was despatched for absentees. 

A quorum present 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, a further call was dispensed wit! 

The question being taken, the absentees were discharge! 
from further custody. 

The question then being taken, shall they be dischargec 
Without paying fees, was decided in the negative. 

Joint resolution for tne relief of Wm. Thos. Brunnum, wi 
taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, the word ‘second? was struck out 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the ule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time. . 

Mr. Usher moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. Thatcher moved suspension of the rule which prohibit 
debate on the motion to lay on the table. 

Carried, 
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T'he question being taken on laying the biil on the table, 
was lost. 

Mr. Haynie moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on claims and accounts, 

Lost. 

The question then being taken, the bil passed. 


The committee on education, to whom was referred an act to 
establish and incorpora'e the Austin Lyceum, 

Reported the same back to tue House with an amendment, 
' and recommended its passage. - 
C., R. JOHNS, Chair'n. 
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Which report was received, aud bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

A bill regulating bills of exceptions, was taken up on is 
| second reading, a and on motion , passed to a thid reading. 
| An act to authorize the frm of McKinney, Wiliiains & Co., 
i to issue their notes for circulation as money, was taken up on 
f its second reading. 
| Mr. Roberts moved its indefinite postponement, 
: Mr. Van Zandt moved that the House go into a comniittee 
; ofthe whole. 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 
> AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Ens- 
T worth, ‘Harrison, Hill, Haş nie, Jobns, Lann, Latimer. Mur- 
chison, Miller, Roberts, Smith of M., Usher and Van Zandt 
fF —17. 
©  NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Houston, 
Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Thomas, Thatch- 
er, Van Ness and Wright—14. 

‘Carried, and 

House went into committee of the whole, Mr. Hill in the 
Ghair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
the bill back with sundry amendments, and recommended their 
adaption. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the report was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Mayfield moved that the report of the majority of the 

ammittee on finance, be printed. 3 
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Mr. Miller moved to amend, by adding ‘aiso the report of the 
chairman of the committee on finance, and that five hundied 
copies be printed.’ 

On motion of Mr. Fan Ness, the House adjourned until ten 
o'clock, to-morrow, 


Saturpay, January 23, 1841, 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll was called, aud the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Cales, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Hulinz, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Mene- 
fee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
Roberts, Rogers, Smith of Montgomery, Thomus, Thatcher, 
Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

The House proceeded to business. E 

l ‘The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
‘The committee on the judiciary, to whom was relerred a bill 
for the revision of the laws, 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended 


its passage. 
W. D. MILLER, One of com. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


The committee on public lands, to which was referred a 
bill for the investigation ofescheated and forfeited lands, etc., 

Reported the same back to the House with an additional 
section, and recommended its passage. 

Also, a bill supplementary to an act to quiet the land. titles 
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g within the tweuty frontier leagues bordering on the United 
E States of the North, 
| Reported a substitute for the same, avd recommended its 
passage. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Ann Walker, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
passage. 

Also, a bill to provide for the settlement of the vacant lands of 
the Republic, 
+ Reporied the same back to the House and recommended its 
| indefinite postponement. 
l WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table to 
: come up among the orders of the day. 

| On motion of Mr. Porter, Mr. Rogers was granted leave of 
absence for a few days. 


The engrossing committee made the following 1eport : 


House of REPRESENTATIVES, { 
Jannary 23, 1841. 
The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
‘that they have examined the following bills: 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of John 
Wall, deceased: 
And a bill to be entitled an act to organize a part of Houston - 
county, for judicial and other purposes; 
Anda joint resolution for the relef of William ‘Thomas 
Brannum; 
And an act incorporating the Texas Rio Grande Trading 
Company. 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 
THOS. B. HULING, Chair’n. 


Which report was adopted. 
The enrolling commiltee made the following report : 


CommiTTEEe Room, 2 
Jan. 23,1841. & 


‘The committee on enrolled bills, have examined the fol- 
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Towing acts and jorat resolution, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, to-wit. 

An act for the reef of Samuel Llewes, late collector of the 
district of Aransas: 

An act to organize a certain part of the county of Liberty, for 
judicial and other purposes; 

Joint resoiuvion authorizing and requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue patents to Samuel Jones 
and Hugh icKean; 

An act supplementary to an act, for the punishment of crimes 
und tuisdemeanors; 


And an act supplementary and amendatory of certain acts 
therein named. 

Said acts and joint resolution having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House, and the President, pro tem. of the 
Sana.e, and endorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they originated 
in the {fouse of Representatives, were presented to the Pre- 
sident for his consideration on the 22d instant. 

A. 5S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


` 


Which report was adopted. 


The select committee to which was referred a bill for the 
relief of David Muckleroy, 

Reported a substitute, entitled a bill for the relief of ce. ‘ain 
persons therein named, for the same, and recommended its 
passage. 


JOHN MURCHISON, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


‘The select committee, to which was referred a bill to incor- 
porate a company to be called the Franco Texienne Company, 
aud granting certain privileges to the same, 

Reported the same back to the House with sundry amend- 
ments, and recommended its passage. 


W. D. MILLER, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table tr 
comic up among the orders of the day. 
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Mr. Thatcher, by leave, introduced a bii to suspend (ine 
[operations of the act to quiet the lend titles within the twenty 
fventy frontier leagues bordering on the Umited States of th: 
| North; 

Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

{| Mr. Van Zandt moved its reference io the committee on 
j public lands. 

i The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and stood 
fihus: 
} AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
I Ensworth, Hill, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Mure hison, Pillsbury, 
f Porter, Roberis, Rogers, Smith of M., Usher and Van Zandt 
f --18. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Coles. Grigsby, Huling, Menefee, Menard, 
Miller, Mayfield, Reily Thatcher, Van Ness aud W right—11. 

Carried. 

Kir. Van Zandt, Ly leave, introduced a hill to organize a part 
of the county of Harrison, for judivial and other purposes; 

Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and. 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to the comm:ttee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Menard, by leave, introduced a bill to alter and amend 
certain articles,” contained In an act entitled an act to raise a 
public revenue by direct taxation, approved 16th Jan. 1840; 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

One hundred copies ordered to be printed, and made the spe- 
cial order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of 
George Davis; 

Read first time. , 

On motion, the rule was suspended, ai 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 

Mr. Murchison, by leave, introduced a joint resoiution au- 
thorizing the Secretary of War to have sold certain government 
property; 
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Read first time. 

On motion,the rule was suspended; and 

Resolution read second time, and 

Referr. d to the committee on military affairs. 

A substitute offered by the S-nate, for the substitute offered 
by the House, for a joiut resolution concerning post offices, from 
the Senate, taken up. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment: 

In tenth line, first section, msert after tue words ‘ten dollars, 
the words, ‘u par funds or its eanivaleut’ Adopted. 

The question then being taken, the substitute of the Senate 
was concurred in. 

A mill ta regulate bills of exceptions; 

Read third time and passed, 

A bill to legalize the official acts of Wm. H. Steele, Com- 
missioner; 

Read first time. 

On mənon of Mr. Hill, rale suspended that prohibits bills-be 
ing referred on their fiist reading, and 

‘Bill referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Thos. G. Gordon, taken up. 

The following amendments of the Senate, were concurred in 
by the House: 

After the word ‘concur,’in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
lines, insert ‘provided the quantity shall not exceed sixty acres. 
After the words, ‘in the occupancy of Thomas G. Gordan, 
wherever the words "Thos. G. Gordon’ occur, insert the words 
‘Francis ©. Gordon; and whenever the wards ‘Thos. G. Gor- 
don and his heirs,’ iusert-Francis ©. Gordon and her Leirs.’ 

A bill to encourage emigration by regulating the mode of 
collecting certain foreign debis; 

Read second time, and 

Reierred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill to repeal an act to prohibit the driving of cattle from 
that part of the country West of the Gaudalupe, approved 19th 
January, 1839; 

Read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Joint resolution requiring the Chief Justices of counties to 
issue writs for elections: 

Read first time. 
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| A bill providing for the transportation of ordnance and ord- 
nance stores, now at Galveston, 

| Read first time. 

| Abill requiring sales by judgment or decree of a probate 
court, or Court in chancery, taken up on its third reading and 
| passed. 

| Abill for the permanent location of the Lipan and Tonkuhua 
í Indians; 

| Read first time. 

F On motion of Mr. Bill, rale suspended which prohibits bills 
| being referred on their first reading, and 

Bill referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

A bill to regulate the sare of runaway slaves, on ite second 
| reading. é 

The following additional section offered by the judiciary 
com nitt e, adopted; viz: 

See. 4 Be it arter enacted, That all runaway slaves shali 
| v lawfully apprele ded by an, person, and carried before the 
| next Justice of the Peace, who shall either commit them to the 
E county jarl, or to the custod y of the Sheriff, or send them to the 
owner, 1f kowa, who shall pay for every slave s? taken up, the 
| suin of ten doliars to the person apprehemi ng himor her, and 
| also, all reasonable costs and charges: aud if said owner shall 
i fail or refuse to pay said reward and reasonable expenses, the 
| person apprehending and delivering said runaway slave, as 
, aforesaid, shall be entitled to have bis action for the recovery of 
| thesame, before any Justice of the Peace of the district or pre- 
cinetin which said owner resides, or in which said slave is de. 
livered up to ne owner as aforesaid.’ 
| Sec. 5. Belit further enacted, That if any person or persons 
| being convicted of harboring or concealing any negro or ne- 
: groes, belongtng to any person or persons whatsoever, or suf 
fering the same so to be, with his consent or knowledge, shalt 
F Upon conviction of such offence, be fined in a sum not exceed- 
} ing five hundred dsilars,and shail be imprisoned not less than 
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F shall be liable in damages to the party injured, to be recovered 
| by action on the case, before any court huving competent juris- 
diction.’ 

| A bill to authorize the firm of McKinney, Williams & Co., 
í to issue their notes as money, taken up on its second reading. 
5G 


F one calendar month. ner exceeding six calendar months, and - 


+ 
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The following are the amendments made by the committee 
of the whole House, and adopted try the House: 

In first section strike out ‘Nan Felipe,’ and insert ‘Austin,’ 

In first section insert the following: ‘and the property so pro- 
posed to be mortgaged, shall be valued by three disinterested 
persons, appoint d by the Chief Justice, who shall certify on 
oath, the cash value of the same.’ 

In second section, insert alter the word ‘effect, the following: 
forany other plea known ta the laws of the land? Also, after 
the word ‘Judge, insert ‘or Justice of the Peace.’ 

Jn section fourth, after the word -author.ty, insert ‘and it is 
hereby made their duty,’ 

Additional section : 

‘Be it further enacted, That any one of the said company of 
McKinney, Williams & Co., shall at the time of execvting said 
mortgage, take aud subscribe un oath, that the property so pro- 
posed to be morigaged, Js held of their own right, end tree and 
unincumhbered by any other claims whatsoever, and said affida- 
vit shall be hled and recorded in the Clerk’s oifice of the county 
where the property is sitriate d.’ 

Also the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, &c., that 1t shall be the duty of saw 
firm to furnish to the Congress of this Repunlic, at its annual 
meeting, a concise statement of the amount of notes issucd, 
the amount of cash on band, and a synopsis of the geperal con- 
dition of the sad instintion; winch statemeut st all be sub- 
scribed and sworn to by at least two members of said firm; and 

any failure to comply with the provisions of this section, shail 
be deemed a forfeiture of the privileges conferred im this act. 

On motion of Mr Van Zandt, the bill aud amendments were 
laid on the table until 3 o'clock, p. m. 

Mr. Johns moved to take up a bill ta incorporate the Texas 
and Rio Graude Trading company. Lost. 

A bill to provide for the first elass of ec'aimants, who have 
not obtained certificat_s lor their headrighi{s to lands, on its se 
cond reading. 

The follewing ad litional section offered by the committee ou 
the judiciary. was adopted: 

“This act shall take effect from and after its passage.’ 

A bill to authorize B. F. Smith to emancipate certain slaves 
therein named, cn its third reading; 
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The question being taken on the striking out ‘section third,’ 
as recomended by the select commi.tee; was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, a bill to provide for the erection of 
a penitentiary, taken np, aud 

Read second time, aud 

Reierred to the committee on the state of the Republie. 

A bill supplementary to an act to provide for the return of 
surveys, for the collection of government dues on lands, and for 
other purposes; 

Read second time. 


The committee on the state of the Republic, to which was 
referred a joint resolution forthe reliefof M. H. Nicholson, 
Reported a substitute for the same, and recommended its 
passage. Ai i i 
WM. MENEFBE, Chairn. 
| Report received, and 
On motion of Mr. Menefee, substitute read and adopted; and 
Qn motion, rule suspended, and : 
Resolution read third time and passed, 
A bill for the relief ol Wm. H., Murray, 
Read first time. 
A bill for the creation of a government stock fund and for the 


| protection of individual enterprize, on its sec nd reading; 


Mr. Van Z wdt offered tue following amendment: 

In section thirteen, strike out all after the word ‘idrever,’ in 
line fourth. 

‘The question then being taken on its engrossment, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, 
Houston, Haynie, Lann, Liutimer, Murchison, Menard, Miller, 


Pillsbury, Reily, Thatcher, Usher and Van Ness—17. 
NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Enswortn, Hill, Johns, ` 


Menefee, Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Tho- 
mas, Var Zandt and Wright—L4. Carried. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of M. 
Hunt and J. P. Henderson; also a bll for th: relief of Wm. S. 
Wallace; also a jòiut resolution for the relief of Geo. Oatmeal; 
also a bill requiring the Chief Justice of Bastrop county to per- 
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form certain duties therein named; also a joint resolution for the 
relief of ‘Thos. B. Eluiing; also a joint resoiution for the relief of 
those persons who fared to give in a list of their taxable proper. 
ty to the county assessais. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, a bill to incorporate the Franco 
Texienne company, etc., was taken up; 

‘Yhe following amendments were offered by the select com. 
mittee: 

Strike out the word “Texienne,’ and insert ‘“Texian,’ where. 
ver it occurs; 

Change the caption of the bill, as follows: ‘An act to incorpo- 
rate the Franco ‘fexianCommercial and ¢ olonization company; 

Strike out the word ‘Basterreche, wherever it oecurs, and im- 
sert the following, viz: ‘Jean Pieire, Hippolyte Basterreche and | 
Pierre Francoise de Lassaulx.’ 

in section second, line fifth, afier the words ‘forty nine,’ insert 
the following, viz: ‘one thousand of whom shal} be introduced 
and located within two years, and one thousand in each year 
thereafter, until the eight thousand shall have been introduced 
and settled.’ 

In section third, line fifth, strike out 1849,’ and insert ‘18437 

At the end of section third, add the following: -Provided, that 
at least ten of said forts shall be erected and cecupied within two 
years from the passage of this act; and the whole number within 
five years from tlie same period; and provided further, that said 
forts shall be permanently constructed and adapted to mil.tary 
defence and frontier protection, and be at all times open to tLe 
inspection and control of the War Department, 

In section fifth, line eighth, after the words ‘as soon as can be 
done,’ insert the following, viz: ‘and full report thereof from 
time to time, make to Congress,’ 

Adopted. 

Also the following amendment to section second in line 4th, 
after the word ‘emigrants,’ insert the following, viz: ‘of the age 
of seventeen years and upwards.’ 

Mr. Mayfield moved to amend by striking out ‘seventeen,’and 
inserting ‘eight.’ 

Lost; and amendments of the committee adopted} 

Also the following ame: dment, viz: at the end of section se- 
venth, add ‘and provided further, that said company shall alien, 
sell and convey away to’actual settlers, three fourths of said 


585 


lanes, within twenty years from and after the passage of this 
act.’ 

Mr. Barnett moved to amend by striking out ‘twenty,’ and in- 
serting ‘ten,’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and 
stood thus ; 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Harrison, Hill, 
Latimer, Menefec, oe Smith of M.—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Hulng, 
Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, M urchison, Menard, 
Miler, Mayfield, Porter, Rely, Roberts, ‘Thomas, Thatcher, 
Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wnght—z3. Lost. 

Mr. Barnett then moved to strike out ‘twenty,’ and insert 
I fifteen.’ 
| Legt, and amendment of committe adopted, 
Also the following amendments: 
| At the end of ‘section eighth; add the following, viz: ‘provi- 
ded always, that none of said surveys shall prejudice or inter- 
| fere with any location, settlement or survey. that may have pre- 
viously been made on the lands or territory iIneluded in the 
same; and further, that all surveys to be made by said company, 
| shall be executed by the legally anthornzed surveyor of the pro- 
| per count, and returns thereat made to the General Land office; 
and for such surveying the usual fees shall be paid by said 
| company,’ 
| In section ninth, strike ont ‘18949; and insert ‘1845,’ 
Adopted. 
Also, strike off from section ninth, all after 11848; which 
| reads thus: ‘and from that time none ot said lands shall be hable 
| tobe taxed for the additional term of seven years, except such 
asare actually settled and oceupied.’ 
l B ayes auil nays were called for on its adoption, and stocd 
| thus : 
| AYES-—Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 


Menefee, Murchison, Pillsbury, Reily,Kogers, Smith of M. and 
| Thomas—20. 


| Porter, Roberts, Thatcher Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and 
| Wright—12, 
| Adopted. 
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| Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, - 


NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Hao Menard, Miller, Mayfield, ` 
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On motion of Mr. Wright, abill to provide for the investiga. 
tion of escheated and forieited lands, aud direct the manver ot 
dispusing of the same, was taken up; 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the roll was called, and thie 

Sergeant at arms despatched lor absentees. 

The following additional secuon was offercd by the conunt 
tee on public lands, viz: 

‘Section 17. Be it further enacted, that all titles to lands situa. 
ted within the colonies granted to Stephen F. Austin, as the 
sole empresario or contractor; m the colony granted to Gieeng 
De Witt, and in the colony granted to Lorenzo de Zavala, and 
granted to the co onists, be, and the same are hereby exempted 
from the provisions of this act, and that no suit by virtue of ils 
provisions, shail be instituted for any lands se granted in any 
of the courts of this Republic.’ * 

Mr. Menard moved to amend the above section by adding 
‘and that the whole Republic be exempt from the provisions of 
this act.’ 

Mr. Reily offered the following as a substitute for the addı- 
tional section of the committee, viz: 

‘Be it further enacted, that all legal titles granted to actual 
colonists and settlers, by any legally authorized comrnissiouer, 
prior to the closing of the Land office by the Cousultaticn. m 
1835, are exempted from the provisions of this bill, aud such 
titles are released from any claim of the government, such te- 
linguishment on the part of the government, however, not to 
impair any right which individuals may have under this law, 
to prosecute tveir claims to the lands thus titled.’ 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment to Mr. Reily’s sub- 
stitute: insert after the word settlers,’ the following: ‘as settle- 
ment or headright claims,’ 

Rejected. 

The question then being taken, Mr. Reily’s substitute was 
adopted, and also adopted as an additional section to the hill. 

The question then being taken on the final passage of the bill, 

The ayes and noes were called for, and stood as follows: 

AY+.S—Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Ensworth, Harrison, Haling, Hill, Johns, Lann, I atimer, 
Menefee, Murchison, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Ro- 
berts, Rogers, Smith of B., Thomas, Usher, Van Zandt and 
Wright—25, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Menard, 
hatcher, and Van Ness—7, 

Carried, and bill passed. 

Mr. Vau Ness moved that the House adjourn until nine 
oclock, Monday morning. 

Lost, 

On motion, the House adjourned until three o’clock, p. m, 


THREE o’CLOCK, P, M. 


‘The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present. 

The Jouse proceeded to business. 

A message from the State Department was read, and 

On motion, referred to the committee cn the state of the 
| Republic. 

A message was received from his excellency the President, 
- by the hands of his Private Secre ary. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that i they adhered to their amendments to a bill to in- 
corporate the Universiiy.of Galveston, which the House had 
refused to concur in: 

Also, that the Senate had reconsidered the vote on the pas- 
sage of a bill reqiiriug the ( hief Justice of Bastrop county, to 
perform certain duties therein named, and requested the return 
of the same to the Senate. 

Request granted. 

The following communicalion fromthe President was read : 


t 
E 
t 
| 
i 
I 
t 


ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Jan. 28, 1841. 
To thé Senate, and - 
House of Representatives: > 

Gentlemen—lI hasten to transmit you a copy of a letter, this, 
` moment received from Col. Jordan, who is so eminently dìs” 
tinguished for fearless heroism. In submitting this document, 
I wil! not fatigue the Congress by repeated asservations of my 


own opinions. 
æ DAVID G. BURNET. 


On motion, the message and accompanying document, were 
referred to the committee on military affairs, 


kaino- a 
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A message from the Senate, informing the House ot the 
passage, with amendments, of a bill requiring the Chief Justice 
of Bastrop county, to perform certain duties, ete., and requested 
the concurrence of the House. : 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, a bill to incorporate a company, 
to be called the Franco Texienne company, ete., was taken up. 
The following amendment was offered by the committee: 

Strike out from tenth section the word ‘twenty,’ and insert 
‘twelve.’ x 

Mr. Menefee moved to strike out ‘twenty,’ and insert ‘fifty.’ 

Lost. ; 2 

The question being taken, the amendment was adopte J. 

Mr. Pillsbury moved to strike out the tenth section, which 
reads thus: 

‘Sec, 10. Be it further enacted, That there shall not be grant- 


ed by the government of this Republic, to any other incorpo- 


rated company, and of the public domain lying beyond the 
twenty-second degree of West longitude from the city of Wash- 
ington, until after the expiration of twelve years from the time 
that this act sha | go into effect.’ 

‘The ayes aud nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, Harri- 
son, Hill, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Pillsbury, 
Reily, Smith of M., Thomas and Usher—15. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Hauling, Houston, Haigler, 
Lann, Menard, Miller, Mavfeld, Porter, Roberts, Thatcher, 
Van Ness, Yan Zandt and Wright— 15. 

There being a tie, the motion was lost. 

The following amendment was offered by the committee, as 
a substitute for section eleventh:* 

‘Be it further enacted, ‘Ihat the said Jean Pierre, Hy®polyte 
Basterreche and Frangois Lassaulx, and their associates torm- 
ing said company, shall have the nght to import from Europe 


“or elsewhere, for the term of filteen years from the passage of 


this act, all goods, wares and merehandize whatsoever, neces-. 
sary for conduc Ing and carrying on trade and commerce, and 
there shall be charged on all such as may Fe sold without, or 
beyoud the limits of the Republic, a transit guty of three pet 
centum ad valorem, subjeet at all times to the regulations which 
may be adopted for the protection of the public revenues,’ 

The question being taken, the amendment was adopted. 
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The following additional section was offered by the com- 
mittee : 

‘Be it further enacted, That no war in which this govern- 
ment now is, or may hereafter be involved. shall be taken or 
held as an excuse for the non-performance, on the part of the 
runtees, of any of tiie conditions imposed and required in this 
bill, but should they faii to have fulfilled any one of the ecndi- 
tons at the time specified for the performance thereof, then all 


once accrue fo the goverument; and the rights of the grantees, 
with all the forts built, roads opened, and land designated and 
damed by-the operations of this law, be forfeited to the Re- 
nblie.’ i 

' On motion of Mr. Miller, the word ‘Indian,’ was inserted. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved the rejection of the section. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stoed as follows; 

AYES—Messrs. Houston Haigler, Murchison, Menard, 
Porter, Roberts, ‘Thomas, ‘Thatcher, Van Ness, Yan Zandt and 
Wright—11. 

NAYS—MWessrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Ens- 
worth. Grigsby, Harrison, Luling, Hill, Johns, Lann, Latimer, 
Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Smith of M. and Usher 
—IB. , 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the following amendment was 
adod: . 

In section second, line fifth, insert ‘from and after the passage 

of this act.’ 

| Mr. Van Ness offered the following amendment to the eighth 
| section: 

| ‘Provided, that no emigrants intraduced under the provisions 
| of this bill, shall be sett.ed below a line. commeneing on the Rio 
| Grande, at a point thirty miles: above the Presidio de Rio 
| Grande, and from thence running in a direct line to the head 
; waters of the Rio Friogand thence so as to pass the extreme 
| head waters of the San Saba.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Menefee offered the following amendment: 

‘Be it further enacted, That in consideration of the unteason- 
able, nnprecedented, «nd unconstitutional privileges granted to 
the proprietors or beneficiaries of this charter, it shall be the 


the rights accruing or claimed by virtue of this act, shall at 


ves 
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duty of the said beneficiary of this charter, to assume the reins 
of government, and relieve the people of Texas of the trouble 
of governing themselves.’ 

Mr. Thatcher called for the previous qnestion. 

‘The question being taken, shall the main question be now put 

‘The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Ensworth, Huling, Houston, Haigler, 
Lann, Menard, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Thatcher, Usher, 
Yan Ness, Fan Zandt and Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett. Barnett, Grigsby, Harn. 
son, Hill, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Mayfield, 
ee Reily, Smith of M. and Thomas—15, 

St. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment to Mr, 
Menefee’s amendment: 

Strike out ‘said beneficiary, and insert ‘the gentleman oi 
Colorado.’ ; 

Mr. Menefee, by leave, withdrew his amendment, 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment to the eighth 
section : 

Insert after the word ‘been,’ “nade previots to the time that 
the lines of such reservations shall be run and plainly marked. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Latimer offered the following amendment to the tenth 
section: 

‘Nor shall any ot the land be surveyed in or Hast @& the 
Crass Timbers.’ 

sidopted. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the engrossment ot 
the bili, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Huling, Hp, 
Houston, Haigler, Lann, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfie.d. 
Porter, Roberts, Thomas, Thatcher} Van Ness, Van Zandi 
and Wright—19. 

NOES—~Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, Harri- 
son, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of M 
and Usher—12. 

Oarried, and 

311] ordered to be engrossed. r 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to adjourn until Monday morning 

mine o'clock, 
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The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 
AYES—Messrs. Biow, Barnett, Co'es, Ensu orth, Grigsby, 
Harnson, Houston, Johns, Latimer, Menefee. Menard, May- 
field, Reily, Roberts, T'hateher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and 
Wright —18. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Kuling, Hill, Haigler, 
Lawn, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Thomas, and 
' Usher-—12, 

nen and House adjpurned until Monday morning, nine 
geleck, 


Monpay, Jannary 25, 184i. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 

}their names, viz : 

| Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldweli, Coles, 

}Eusworth, Grigsby, Harrison, Hulins, Hill, Baigler, ‘Haynie, 

Johus, Lann, Latiuner, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, 

PReity. Smith of Montgomery. Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
Yan Zanat and Wright. 

| A qitorum presen 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

Tae journal-of tae S uuiday was read and adopted. 


Tle committee on Indian affairs, to which was referred a bil 
for the permanent location of the Li pan and Tonkuhua tribes of 
} Indiaus; 
| Reported the same hack te the House with amendments, 


| and recommended its passage. 
G. W. HILL, Chairn 


| Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to 
| come up among the orders of the day. 


The engrossing committee made the following report : 


House of REPRESENTATIVES, / 
January 25, 1841. 

The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined the following: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize B. F. Smith, and Dr, 
Sam’! Thompson, to emancipate certain negroes therein named- 

And a bill to be entitled an act to y regulate the sale of tuna. 
way slaves; 

And a bill to be entitled an act requiring sales by judgment 
or decree of a proba e court, or court of chancery; 

And an act to provide for the first class claimants, who have 
not obtained certificates for their head rights to lands; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of John S Martin; 

And an act to create a government stock fund for the promo- 
tion and protection of idividaal eutery rize; 

And a bill to incerporate the Franco Texion Commercial 
and Colonization Company. 

And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. HULING, Chair’n. 


Which report was adopted. 
‘The enrolling committee made the following report : 


_ Commirree Room, 
Jan 25, 1541. 

The committee on enrolled bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, to-wit. 

An act for the reliefof Thomas Ross; ass 

An act incorporating the Travis Guards; 

An act for the relief of Mary Moffitt; 

Joint resolution for the relief of T homas B. Huling; 

Joint resolution for the relief o: Cyrus Campbell; 

An act for the relief of Neth Sheldon; 

And an act to regulate the proceedings of the district courts, 
when sitting as courts of admiralty. 

Said acts and ja 7e ‘dunons having been signed by the 
Speaker of the H © - d the President, pro tem. of the 
Senate, and endois.. . y u. Chief Clerk, that they originated 
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in the House of Representatives, were presented to the Pre- 
sident for his consideration on the 23d instant. 
A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 
Which report was adopted. 


The committee on public printing, to which was referred a 
bill authorizing the Secretary of State to contract for certain 
rinting 
i Reported the same back to the House and recommended its 
passage. ! 

S. G. HAYNIE, Chairn. 

Which report was adopted, and bill laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day, 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for 
the relief of John S. Martin; 

Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

On motion, rule turther suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 


The select committee to which was referred the several 
bills concerning frontier protection; 

Reported a ‘substitute for the whole, and recommended its 
passage. 


C. R. JOHNS, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table te 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Miller, by leave, introduced a bill to change the time of 
holdiag probate courts; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bitl read second time, and 

On motion, rule further suspended, and 

Bul read third time and passed. 

Mr. Thomas, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to 
an act for the relief of Frances C. Gordon; 

Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 
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Mr. Blow moved to amend by striking out mye thousand dol- 
lars, and inserting one dollar. À 

A division of the question being called, the question to strike 
out was carried. 

Mr. ilaynie offered the following amendment: 

‘Yo ful the blank at an average price of lots sold in divison Z, 

Mr, Hill moved to fill the blank with four thousand dollars, 

The question being taken, Mr. Haynie’s amendment was 
adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved the reference of the bill to the committee on 
public lands. 

Lost. 

Mr. Hill moved the bill lie on the table. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, rule further suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the bills presented by Mr. Me- 
nard, one of the majority of the committee on finance, being the 
special order of the day, were taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, laid on the table until three 
o'clock, p. m. 

Mr. Blow, hy leave, introduced a joint resolutior {or the re- 
hef of Wm. W. Allsbury; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bull read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the bill to regulate public printing. 
was taken up, and the following amendment adopted: 

In section sixteenth, insert ‘and clerks of district and county 
courts.’ 

On motion of Mr. Miller, rule suspended, and 

Bili read third time aud passed. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, a bill incorporating the Galveston 
City Company: was 

Read second time, and 

Cn motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

A bill to prohibit the forced sale of slaves under execution: 
was taken up. 
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Mr. Hill moved to postpone the consideration of the amend- 
ment of the Senate, ‘until the 4th of July next. 


called up. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the bill to incorporate the Fran- 
co Texienne Commercial and Colonization Company, was 
taken up. 

Mr. Ufarrison moved that one hundred copies be printed. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES— Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Hill, Haynie, Latimer, Pillsbury, Reily, Sruth of M. 
| and Usher—13. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Huling, Houston, Haigler, 
| Johns, Lann, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Porter, Roberts, 
| Rogers, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Zandt and Wright—17. 
| Lost, 

Mr. Reily moved it be made the special order of the day for 

| to-morrow, at three o'clock, 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the roll was called. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, a further call was dispensed with. 

| The question being taken on making the bill the special order 
of the day fpr to-morrow, at three o'clock, was lost. 

| Mr. Usher moved the suspension ofthe rule which prohibits 

| bills being amended on their third reading. 

| On motion of Mr. Latimer, the bili was recommitted to a 

| committee of the whole House. 

| On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House resolved itself into 

| acommittee of the whole, Mr. Harrison in the Chair. 

| After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 

| the bill back to the House, with sundry amendments, and re- 

| commended its passage. 

| The following amendment was offered by the-committee: 

| «After the word ‘allegiance,’ insert, ‘and shall on oath abjure 

| and renounce all allegiance to every foreign king, govern- 

| ment and potentate whatsoever. 

| The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and stood 

| thus: 

A Y ES— Messrs, Bariiatt, Caldwell, Harrison, Haynie, 

| Johns, Latimer, Pillsbury, Rogers, Thomas and Usher—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Lann, Mu 


On motion of Mr. Blow, the bill was laid on the table until 
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Menard, Miller, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Smith of M., Thatcher, 
Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—22. 

Rejected. - 

The following amendments were offered by the commit- 
tee, viZ : . 

In section third, ‘commencing from a point thirty miles above 
the town of. Presidio del Rio Grande.’ 

Also, in section seven, ‘said company to pay all expense at- 
attendant on the purchasing, making out, and issuing said 
patents.’ 

Also, in section eight, ‘commencing at a point on the Rio 
Grande. thi.ty miles above the town of Presidio del Rio 
Giande.’ 

Also, in section eighth, strike out from ‘tenthly,’ to the word 
‘eleventhly. 

Also, in the section, strike out from ‘Nueces,’ to the 
word ‘stretching,’ and insert ‘commencing at the point on the 
Nueces river, intersected by the line specified in the proviso to 
the eighth section of this bill.’ 

Adopted. 

The following amendment was offered by the committee: 

Strike out the ‘tenth section.’ 

The ayes and noes were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYt.S—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Haynie, Johns, I aumei, Pills- 
hury, Reily, Rogers, Smith of M, Thomas and Usher—17. 

NAYS— Messrs. Blow, Enswerth, Hill, Houston, Haigler, 
Lann, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Porter, Roberts, ‘Thatcher, 
Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—15. 

Carried. 

Mr. Houston moved to adjourn until three o’clock, p. m. 

Lost. 

The following amendments to eleventh section, was offered 
by the committee: 

‘And when sold within the Rapublic, at such rates of impost 
as may from time to time be established by law.’ 

Also, in section tweifth, strike out ‘fifty,’ and insert ‘forty.’ 

Adopted. 

The following additional section was offered by the com- 
mittee : 

‘Be it turther enacted, That Jean Pierre, Hippolite Baster- 
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reche and Pierre Francois de Lassaulx, contractors, shall in 
every Instance allow to each head of a family, at least one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land; which said land the colonists or 
settlers shall not have the privilege to alienate for three years 
after taking possession of the same, and any contract which 
they make to lease or alienate the same within that time, shall 
be void and of no effect; and the title shail be made dire@ly 
from the government to the settler for the amount of laud to 
which he is entitled.’ 

Adopted. 

The question being now put, shall the bill pass? 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Coles, Enswortn, Haling, 
Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Murchison, Menard, 
Miller, Porter, Roberts, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt and Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Grigsby, Har- 


rison, Johns, Latimer, Pillsbury, Reily, Rogers, Snuth of M. 
and Usher—12, 


Carried; and bill passed. 


On motion of Mr. Menard, the House adjourned until three 
o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met, 


‘The roll was called, and a quorum present. 
The House proceeded to business, 


The committee on claims and accounts, to which was refer- 
red a joint resolution for the relief of G orge W. Davis; 
Reported the same back to the House, and recommended ‘its 
passage. 
P. USHER, Chairn. 


Which report was received, and resolution laid on the ta, 
ble, to come up among the orders of the daya 

Mr. Smith of B., by leave, introduced the following named 
bills, viz : m 

A bill to alter and amend an act creating a public revenue by 


impost duties, and for the protection of T'exian agriculture and- 


domestic industry: : 
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A bill supplementary to an act to consolidate and fund the 
public debt, approved on the 7th day of June, 1837; 
A bill to raise a public revenue by direct taxation, 
Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Haynie, rules suspended, and 
Bills read second time, aud 
One handred copies ordered to be printed. 


The committee on finance, to which was yeferred a bill for 
the appointment of auctioneers; 

Reported the same back to the House with amendments, 
and recommended its passage. 

Also, a bill relative to invoices for the entry of merchandize, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended 
its passage. 


HENRY SMITH, Chair’n. 


Which reports were received, and bills laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
ouse of the passage of a bill forthe relief of J. C. Neil: 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Snively, Pay 
Master General; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of James R. Martin; 

Als», the passage, witn amendments of a bill to establish and 
incorporate Trinity College; 

Also, a bill for tne relief of those who have taken the benefit 
of the insolvent laws of other countries. 

A bill to authonze McKinney, Williams & Co., to issue their 
notes for circulation as mouey,’ being the special order of the 
day, was now taken up. 

Mr. Kaufman offered the following substitute for section fifth: 

‘Be it further enacted, That the privileges herein granted shall 
remain in force until forfeited by a breach of the foregoing pro- 
visions, or until Congress may repeal this act, which right 18 
hereby reserved.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Blow offered ype following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, &c., that the said firm of M’Kinney, 
Williams & Co., previous to the i issuance of their notes, shall 
be required to pay into the Treasury of this Republic, -— thou- 
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sand dollars, as a bonus in consideration of the privileges confer- 
red by this act, under the penalty of a forfeiture of this charter.” 
Mr. Kaufman called for the previous question, 


The quostion being put to the house, Shail the main question ` 


be now put, 

The ayes and nays were called for on the same, and stood 
thus: j 

AY HS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huting, Houston, Haynie, Latimer, Menard, Pillsbury, Smith 
of M, Thomas, Mhatcher, Usher, and Van Zandt—16. ` 

NAYS—Messrs. Bow, Barnett, Ensworth, Harrison, Hill, 
Johns, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Ro- 
berts, Rogers—14, Carried. 

Mr. Van Zandt then moved a reconsideration of the vote just 
taken: 

Tue ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and stood 
thus : 

AY ES-—Messrs, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Harrison, Huling, Fhill, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Porter, 
Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M:, and Van Zandt—17. 

NAYS——Messrs. Speaker, Coles, Grigsby, Houston, Haynie, 
Latimer, Wenard, Wayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Thomas, Thateh- 
er, and Usher—13. . 

Carried; and vote reconsidered, 

The question now being taken on the adoption of Mr. Blow’s 
amendment, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Harrison, Lati- 
mer, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, and Van 
Zandt—12, 

NAYS —Vessrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Menard, Mayfield, Pills- 
bury, Reily, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher and Usher—18. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment : 

‘This company shall not charge more than eight per cent. itn- 
terest on any loan made by this company, any loan so made 
contrary to this section, shall be considere usurious, and held 
to be null and void,’ 

Mr. Menard moved to amend by inserting ‘the legal interest 
ofthe country.’ Adopted; and 
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Amendment as amended adopted as an amendment to the bill, 

Mr. Blow offered the following amendment: 

After the word ‘dollar’ 1n the first section usert ‘and no mre,’ 

Mr. Yan Zandt offered the following additional section, as a 
substitute for tir. Blow’s amendment: 

‘Be it further enacted, that said company shall at no time is- 


sue or put in circulation more than thirty thousand dollars of 
the said change notes? Adopted. 


Mr. Mayfi Id called for the previous question ; 

The qnestion being taken, shall the main question be now put 
was carried. 

The main question was, shall the bill be engrossed? upon 
which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Hulins, Houston, Haynie, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Rely, 
Smith of M., Thomas and Thatcher—15. 

NAYS—MVessrs. Blow, Barnett, Eusworth, Harrison, Hill, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Ro- 
gers, Usher and Van Zandt—15. 

There being a tie, the engrossment of the bill was lost; and 
thereby the bill 

Rejected. 


Mr. Latimer moved to take up a bill authorizing the raising 
ofa company to make an expedition to Santa Fe. Lost. 


The select committee, to which was referred a bill to repeal 
an act to sectioniz+ and sell the lands formerly reserved for and 
occupied by the Cherokee Indians, approved Feb. 1, 1840, 


Reported the same back to the House and recommended its 
passage. 


J. S. MAYFIELD, Chair. 


Which report was received,and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, a bill to legalize the marriage of 
John M. Dor and Eliza Frisby, and legitimatize their children, 
was taken up, and # general bill on the same subject offered 
by the committee on the judiciary, as a substitute for the same. 

Adopted. 

Mr, Van Zandt offered the following amendment: 
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Add at the end of section second, ‘and capablé of inheritance. 
Adopted: 

On motion of Mr. Arnett, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third fime and passed. ` 

A bill prohibiting the forced sale of slaves ünder eyecution, 
taken up; 

The following amendment offered by the Senate: 

After the word ‘satne,’ in the last line, add the words, ‘pro- 
vided nothing herem, shall protect said property in the posses- 
sion or ownership of de.aulters to this Republic.’ 

Concurred in by the House. 

A bill for the relief of those who have taken the benefit of the 
solvent laws of other countries, taken up. 

The following amendments offered by the Senate, viz: 

Strike out the following, commencing in the fourteenth tine, 
and ending in the sixteenth: ‘application to any Chief Justice of 
any county ofthis Republic, and makiug oath,’ and insert in 
ileu thereof, ‘the said person producing a proper authenticated 
certificate from the state or county from which he emigrates. of 
the fact of having taken benefit of the assignment or insolvent 
iaw, which certificates shall be ceitified to by an authorized 
consul, or accredited agent of this Republie; provided that the 
person so applying, shall be allowed twelve months frem tke 
time of pleading his insolvency, to precure the certificate afore- 
said.’ i l i 

Also, strike out the words ‘Chief Justice, in lines eighteen and 
twenty-four. f 

Concurred in hy the House. 

A bill requwitig the Chief Justice of Bastrop county, to perform 
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certaia duties therein named, taken up. 


” The following amendment offered by the Senate, viz: 


Insert after the word ‘cffice, the words, ‘a copy of! 

Also, the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, Thatif upon examination of the copy 
of the record of the board of Land Commissioners for said c< unty 
of Bastrop, and comparing the same with the return made by 
the board of Travelling Commissioners, created by an “act to 
detect fraudulent land certificates,” ete , together with the certi- 
cates presented for patents, it should appear to the Comnnission- 
er of the General Land Office. that any errors exist in the num- 
bars of such certificates, upon suid returns, that he be and is 
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hereby authorized to correct such errors, and issue patents -gy 
cordingly: Provided, that in no case shall more land be p atent 
ed, than shall have been recommended by said travelling board 
upon such certificates, nor shall a patent issue upon any other 
certificate, than those that shall appear to have been recom- 

mended.’ 

Concurred in by the House. 

Mr. Wright requested leave to record his vote on 1 the question 
of the engrossment of the bill to authorize MeKinney, Williams 
& Co., to issue their notes for circulation as money. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the granting the re- 
quest, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, ree 
Hill, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury. 
Reily, Thomas and Thateher—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Ensworth, Harrison, Lann, Lati- 
mer, Murchison, Muller, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Usher and Van 
ZAandt—12. 

Carried, and 

Request granted, and Mr. Wright voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. Mayfield, then, at his request, was permitted to record 
his vote on the Bnal passage of a bill incorporating the Fraacc 
Texian Company, ete., and voted in the affirmative. 

Here Mr. Roberts rose to a point of order, and was sustained 
by the Chair. 

The Chair decided that the allowing Mr. Wright to reco 
his vote, was out of order, he being without the bar of the House 
at the time the vote was taken on the bill, and as there had no! 
two-thirds voted for allowing him to record his vote, it requiring 
two-thirds to suspend the rule which says, no meinber shall be 
allowed to vote on a question," unless he be within the bar o: 
the House. 

Mr. Johns then moved a reconsideration of the vote réfusin; 
to engross the bill to authorize McKinney & Williams to issu: 
their notes for circulation as money. 


Mr. Van Zandt moved to adjourn until nine o’clock, to-met 
row morning. 
Lost. 
an Harrison moved to adjourn nntil seven o’clock, p. m. 
ost, 
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Mr. Porter then moved to adjourn until ten o’clock, to-mor- 
row morning. Lost. 

| Mr. Van Zandt now moved to lay Mr. John’s motion for a 
| reconsideration, on the table, 

| The Chair decided it out of order, and decided that a motion 
| for a reconsideration, had precedence over all other motions, 
| except a motion to adjourn. 

| Thereupon Mr. Hill appealed from the decision of the Chair. 
| Mr. Van Zandt now withdrew his motion to lay Mr. Johns’ 
t motion for a reconsideration on the table, - 

| Whereupon Mr, Hill renewed the motion, with this addition, 
i until threé o'clock, p. m., to-morrow.’ 

Mr. Haynie then ‘moved to lay Mr. Hills appeal on the table. 
| Whereupon Mr. Hill withdrew his motion, renewing the 
| motion of Mr. Van Zandt to lay Mr. Johns’ motion for a recon- 
| sideration, on the table. 

| Mr. Mayfiel d then renewed the mation, for laying Mr. Johns’ 
| motion on "the table. 

| On motion of Mr. Harrison, the bill and motion were laid on 
| the table. 

| On motion of Mr. Houston, the House adjourned until nine 
| clock, to-morrow morning. 


Turspay, January 26, 1841. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll was galled, and the following members answered to 
| their names, viz : 

| Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
| worth, Harrison, Hulin y, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Latimer, Mil ler, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
| Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, 

| Yan Zandt and Wright, 
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A quorum present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, ) 
Jan. 26,1841. § 

The committee a on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, to-wit 

An act for the relief of Frances C. Gordon: 

An act for the relief of persons who failed to give in a list ot 
their taxable property to the county assessors; 

An act for the reliefof William S. Wallace; 

Joint resoiution for the relief of George Oatmeal; 

An act to regulate the granting and tr ‘tal of injunctions, and to 
empower the Judges of the District Courts to submit issues 01 
fact to ajury in chancery cases; 

An act for therelief of Thomas B. Huling & Co.; 

An act ior the relief of purchasers of Austin city lots; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Memucan Hunt and J. P 
Henderson; 

7 oo an act for the relief of Samuel Colver and Nelson Mer 
yi 

Said acts and joint resolutions having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House, President pro tem. of the Senate, and en- 
dorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they originated in the House of 
Representatives, were presented to the President for his consi. 
deration, on the 25th-inst, 
A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn 


Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the caption of the bill for the relief o! 
persons who failed to give in a list of their taxable property to 
the county assessor, was struck out from the report of the com 
mittee on enrolled bills, as the bill had been enrolled without 
having been read in the House. 

Mr. Hill moved to appoint a committee to wait on the Pre- 
dent and request the return of the bill to the House of Repre 
sentatives. Carried. : 

The committee on county boundaries, L. S. Haigler, Chair 
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| man. to which was referred a bill to organize a part of Harrison 
| county, for judicial and other purposes, ; 

| Reported, the same'bàck to the House, and recommended tts 
assage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
| come up among the orders of the day. 

| The committee on the judiciary, I. Van Zandt, Chairman, to 
which was referred a bill to amend an act regulating attach- 
| ments, approved January 28, 1839; 

| And a bill to make certain offences therein named grand lar- 
| ceny, and to prescribe their punishment, 

| Anda bill to legalize the official acts of Wm. H. Steele, Com- 
F missioner; 

| Anda bill concerning the revenues of the several counties of 
| this Republic; 

| Anda bill prescribing the mode by which married persons 
| may dispose of their separate property; 

Reported the same back to the House without amendment. 
; and recommended their passage. 

| Also, a bill to quiet the land claims within the Republie of 
| Texas; 

| Reported the same back to the House with amendments. 
| and recommended its passage. 

| Also, a bill amending an act to provide the mode of trying 
| titles to land, approved 4th February, 1840; 

Also, a bill regulating the mode of collecting foreign debts; 

| Also, a bill giving to the eounty courts power to order sur- 
| veys in certain cases; 

| Also, a resolution concerning the ordnance department; 

| Reported the same back to the House, and recommended 
| that they lie on the table. 

| Also, a bill to repeal in part an act to raise a publie revenue 
| by direct taxation; 

| Reported the same back to the House and recommended its 
indefinite postponement. 

| Also the petition of suxdry citizens of Matagorda, praying for 
| certain relief therein named; i 

Reported the same back to the House, and asked to be dis- 
| charged from its further consideration. 

| _ Which reports were received, and bills, resolution and peti- 
fon, laid-on the table to come up among the orders of the day. 
che 6 L* 
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Mr. Arnett offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, by and with the consent of the Senate, that the twe 
liouses of Congress proceed, on Friday the 29th inst., to the 
election of Chief Justices for the following counties, to wit: 
Travis, Ward and Menard. 
` Mr, Latimer offered the following amendment: 

‘And any other counties that may be vacant.’ 

Accepted, and resolution adopted. 

Mr. Thomas offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That hereafter no member shall speak more than 
five minutes on any question, nor more than once, unless per- $ 
mitted by two-thirds of the House. 

Mr. Hall offered the following amendment : 

Insert ‘during the present session of Congress.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Yan Zandt moved to amend, so as to apply ‘only to the | 
gentteman from Austin.’ | 

Accepted, 2 

The committee on the judiciary, I. Van Zandt, Chairman, to | 
which was reterred a bill supplementary to an act to dispense 
with the necessity of protesting negotiable instruments of dis- | 
honor; : 
Leported by a substitute for the same, ard recommended its | 
passage. l 

Whieh report was received, and substitute taken up, read į 
and adopted. l 

The question being taken on the engrossment of the bill, was į 
lost, and thereby biil rejected. i 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the | 
Wouse of their concurrence to the amendments of the House to | 
a bill regulating bills of exceptions; l 

And, also, a joint resolution regulating the Post Office de- | 
partment; . l 

Also, of the passage of a bill granting the District Attorney | 
power to challenge jurors; 4 

Also, a bill the better to define the line Letween the counties | 
of Austin and Fort Bend, Fast of the Brazos, l 

Also, a joint resolution authorizing the sale of lots in the | 
town of Calhoun; 

Also, a joint resolution to validate the land certificate of 
Thos, J. Smith; : 
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Aigo, a joint resolution for the relief of Louisa Gedding and 
Frederick Hobein; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Arthur Sherrill; 

Also, of the indefinite postponement of a bill to organizea part 
of Montgomery county, for judicial and other purposes; 

And also, that they had reconsidered the vote an the rejection 
ofa bill to organize the seven judicial districts of this Republic, 
and to abolish the 7th judicial district, and requested the return 
of the bill. 

Request granted. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, a bill to open a communication 
with Santa Fe and other towns, taken up. 

A message was received from his excellency the President, 
by the hands of his Private Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, the Ilonse resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, on the above named Santa Fe bill. 

Mr. Haynie in the Chair. 

After sometime spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
the bill to the House, with amendments, and recommended its 

- passage. 

The following amendments offered by the committee, were 
adopted: 

In section first, thind line, after the word ‘appoint, insert the 
words, ‘by and with the advice and consent of the Senate ’ 


Also, in same section, fitth line, after the word ‘expedition’ 
insert the words, ‘not to exceed two hundred and ninety,’ 

Mr. Caldwell moved to adjourn until three o’clock, p. m. 

Lost. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following additional section: 


‘Be it further enacted, That it shail be the duty of the indivi- 
dual appointed under this bill, so seon as the necessary force 1s 
raised. to report to the Secretary of war, and it shall be the duty 
of said force, to hold themselves subject to the war department, 
and march to such point as the defence and safety of the coun- 
try may require.’ 

Mr. Houston offered the following amendment to the section 
offered by Mr. Mayfield: 

Add ‘and that the forces to be raised shall receive no pay nor 
rations, until they shall be called inte actual service,’ 

Adopted, 
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T'he question then being taken on the adoption of Mr. May- 
field’s section, as amended. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 

AY Ei8-—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Coles, Harrison, Huling, Houston; Menard, Mayfield, Pills- 
bury, Reily, Roberts, Smith of B. and Usher—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Rogers, Smith of M. 
Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright. el 

SE 

Mr. Van Ness called for the previous questiona. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the roll was called. 

Mr. Arnett moved that a committee be appointed te wait on 
Messrs. Grigsby and Menefee, and receive their votes. 

Carried. 

Whereupon theSpeaker appointed Messrs. Porter and Arnett, 
said committee. 

Mr. Roberts now moved a reconsideration of the vote on the 
final passage of a bill incorporating the Franco Texian Con- 
pany, ete. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the bill and motion were laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize the 
formation and establishment of limited partnerships within the 
Republic of Texas. 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to the judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m, 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M- 
The House met, 


_ The roll was called, and a quorum present. 

The IIouse proceeded to business, 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, a bill to organize a part of the 
county of Harrison, for judicial and other purposes, was taken 
up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, rule suspended, und 

Bill read third time and passed. 
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Joint resolution for the relief of Sarah Ann Walker, on its 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the rule was sipate, and 

Resolution read third time, ‘and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, a bill to incorporate the Galves- 
ion and Virginia Point Bridge Company, was taken up. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. tfitl,a bill to legalize the officlal acts of 
Wm. H. Steele, Commissioner, was taken up. 

Read second time, and 

Passed to a third reading. 

A bill to regulate the sale of rnnaway slaves; 

Read third ‘time awd passed, 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to employ a draftsman and translator, aud providing for 
the compensation of county Surveyors, on its second reading; 
substituted by the committee on public lands. 

Substitute adopted. 

Mr. Caldweii moved to amend by striking out all that part of 
the bill which relates to translating. Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, rule suspended, aud 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage ofa bill to organize part of the counties of 
ted River, Bowie ‘and Lamar, for judicial and other purposes: 

And a bill securing patent rights to inventors. 

A bill to incorporate and establish Trinity College, taken up. 

Amended by the Senate, as follows: 

ist. In section fourth, strike out “wo hundred thousand dol- 
lars} and insert ‘one hundied thousand dollars, over and above 


the buildings, library and apparatus.’ 
2d. In section fifteenth, line fourth, add after the word ‘tax,’ 


‘or five years.’ 

3d. To come in at the close of section sixteenth, sand that 
this charter shall be subject to such alterations. revisions and 
amendments, as Congress may from time to time deem ne- 
cessary. 

All of which amendments were concurred in. 

A bill to open a communication with Santa Fe and other 


‘owns, being under discussion prior to adjournment, was taken 
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up. The previo.niquestion having been called for, the ques- 
tion was put, sh. the main question be now put; 

The ayes aud nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, Harrison, 
Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchi- 
son, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, 
Smith of M., Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, 
Yan Zandt aud Wright—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Houston, Mene- 
fee, Menard—6. Carried. 

‘The question was then put, shall the bill pass to a 3d reading, 
The ayes and nays were called for on the same, and stood 
“fnus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Hull, Haigler, Haynie, 
kann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Rogers, Thomas, 
‘Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Johns, Menefee, Menard, 
Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., Smith of M, 
and Usher—19, 

‘The question was lost. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Henry Honer, was taken up 
on its second reading. 

Mr, Ensworth moved thatit be referred to the cammittee on 
claims and accounts. On motion of Mr. Haynie, it was 

łŁead third time and passed. 

A communication was received from the President. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, the communication and accompa- 
nying documents were referred to the committee on public 
lands. 

The following communication was received trom the Secre- 
tary of State: 

DEPARTMENT OF TATE, ? 
Austin, Jan. 25, 1841. 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Sir—I have the honor to inform you of a vacancy in the of- 
fice of Chief Justice of the county of Travis, occasioned by the 
death ofthe late James W. Smith, Esq. ` 

Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
. Acting Secretary of State, 
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A bijl authorizing the raising of voluntete’ # ‘or an expedition 
to Santa Fe, on its second reading. 

Mr. Latimer moved to strike out that portion oft the bill which 
provides for the ‘company’s starting from the seat of govern- 
ment? Lost. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following additional section, by way 
of amendment: 

‘Be it further enacted, that said force when raised and enroll- 
ed, through the commandant of said corps, shall report to the 
Secretary of War, and receive orders from the War Depart- 
ment, which shall regulate the march and movements of said 
forces; and it shall further be their duty to march to such point 
or points, as the Secretary of War may deem the proper defence 
and safety of the country may require,’ 

Which amendment was rejected. 

The question then being put on the engrossment of the bill, 
The ayes and nays were calied for, and stood as follows: 
AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, 

Haynie. Lann,Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Reily, Tho- 

mas, Tuatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Houston, Johns, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbu- 
ry, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M —16. 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Murchison moved that the rule be suspended, in order 

that the bill be read a third time and passed. Motion lost. 

' Abill for the relief of Charles De Morse, on its second read- 

ing. On motion of Mr. Usher, : 

Rule suspended, and bill 

Was read third time, and passed. 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act regulating attachments, 
on its second reading. On motion of Mr. Reiley, 

The rule was suspended, and 

Billeread third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Geo. Davis, on its second reading; on 
motion of Mr. Caldwell, 

The rule was suspended, and 

The bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, a bill for the relief of Elijah Ben- 
nett, was taken up on its second reading; 

Rule suspended, and 
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The bill read third time and passed. 

A bill for the reliet of Geo. W. Logan, was taken up on its 
second reading; on motion of Mr. Haynie, 

The rule was suspended, and 

Bull read thira time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Hibbens, deceased, 
was read second time; on motion of Mr. Aruett, 

The rule was suspend d, aud 

The bill read third time and passed. 

A bill for the reiiefof John Woodruff, was taken up on ifs se- 
cond reading; and on motion of Mr. Wright, was 

laid on the table until the first day of March. 

A bill for the relief of Win. H, Murray, read 2d time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill repealing the sixth section of an act to detect fraude- 
lent land cettificetes, passed January 29, 1810, was taken up cu 
its final passage. Mr. Hill moved that the bil ite on the table, 
Motion lost. Mr Kaufman called for the previous question. 

The question was then put, shail tte matn question be now 
put? Which was decided in the alii mative. oe 

The question was then put on the final passage of the bill; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messis. Speaker, Arnett, Ca'dwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haigie:, Haynie, Lann, Latine”, 
Murchison, Menard, Mayfield. Pilisbury, Relly, Roberts, Smuk 
of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and 
Wright—25 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, lil, Johns, Miller, Porter, 

-5. The Lill passed. - 

Joint resolut:on for the reliefof A. McClare, was taken up on 
its second reading; and on motion of Mr. Usher, 

‘The rule was suspended, and the resoiution 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to encourage frontier protection, taken up, ang 

Substitute offered by the committee adopted. 

Mr. Wright moved to inseit in first section the name ‘Victe- 
na’ Carried. 

Mr. Menard moved ts insert ‘Galveston.’ Lost, 

Mr. Caidwell moved to insert ‘Bastrop? Cartied, 

ifr, Porter moved to insert Bowie’ and Red River? Carried. 

Mr. Haigler moved to insert San Patricio! Cariicd, 


| 


613 


Mr. Smith of M. moved to inse:t ‘Montgomery.’ Carried. 

Mr. Kaufman moved to lay the bill on the table until eleven 
e‘clock, tomorrow. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the words ‘par funds or its equi- 
valent,’ in section seventh, were siruck out. 

Mr. Johns moved to strike out ‘one dollar, in same section; 

The ayes and nays were cailed for on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, 
Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Mil.er, Roberts, Rogers, Thatcher, 
Yan Ness, Van Zandt and Wrght— 15. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Grigs- 
by, Harrison, Huling, Houston, Lann, Menard, Mayfield, Pills- 
bury, Porter, Reily, Smith of M., Thomas and Usher—17. 

Lost. 

Mr. Harrison offered the following additional section: 

‘Be it turther enacted, that so soon as the companies are or- 
ganized and repoited, as authorized by this act, the regular army 
shall be and 1s hereby disbanded.’ 

Mr. Kaufman moved to amend so as to read ‘three months 
after the passage of tins act? Accepted. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the adoption of the sec- 
tion, as amended, and stood thus: 

AY EiS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Hultug, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchi- 
son, Miller, Pillsbury, Roberts, Smith of M., Thomas, Usher 
and Van Zandt—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, 
Latimer, Menard, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Thatcher, 
Van Ness and Wright—14. Adopted. 

Mr. Hill now moved to lay the bill on the table until eleven 
e’clock, to-morrow. Lost. 

Mr. Wright moved to lay the bill on the table until the first 
day of March next. Lost. 

Mr. Kaufman called for the previous question. 

The question. shall the main question be now put? Carried. 

The main question, shall the bill be engrossed, was now ta- 
ken; upon which, 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Laon, Murchisor 
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Miller, Pillsbury, Roberts, Smith of M., Thomas, Usher and 
Van Zandt—19. 

NOES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler. 
Latimer, Menard, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Thatcher, 
Van Ness and Wright—14. 

Carried, and 

Bu. | ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the House adjourned until tel 

o'3.0ck, to-morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, Jan. 27, 1841 


‘I'he house met pursuant to adjournment. e 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The Speaker being absent, Mr. Van Ness was called to the 
Char. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered tv 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Enswoith. 
Hanaga, Hill, Houston, Hagler, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Lati- 
mer. Mi archison, Menard, Miller, Pillsbury, Porier, Rely. 
Roberts, Sinith of Brazona, T homas, Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Ness, Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

"Tie House proceeded to business. 

‘Che journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. | 

‘The committee on the state of the Republic, to which was | 
referred a Lill to provide for the erection ofa penitentiary, | 

Reported the same back to the House and recoramended tts 
passage. | 

Which report was received,and bill laid on the table, to ceme | 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on claims and accounts, to which was refer- 
red the petition of James Wall, 

Reported unfavorable to the pray er of the petitioner. 

Which report was adopted, 
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"The committee on claims and accounts, to which was refer- 
red a joint resolution for the relief of W. Richardson, 

Reported the same back to the House with an amendment, 
and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and resolution laid on the table 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

The enrolling committee made the following report: 


The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
mg acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, to-wit: 

An act prohibiting forced sale of slaves under execution: 

An act for the relief of James R. Martin; 

Joint fesolution for the relief of J. ©. Neil; 

Joint resolution for the relief of W. G. Evans; 

An act for the relief of Thos. W. Ward; 

And an act defining the time of holding the courts in the first 
judictal district. 

Said acts and joint resolutions having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House, President pro tem. of the Senate, and en- 
dorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they originated in the House of 
Representatives, (with the exception of the last above mention- 
ed act, which originated in the Senate, and was endorsed by the 
Chief Clerk of the Senate accordingly,) were presented to the 
President for his consideration, on the 26th inst. 

A. 8. ENSWORTH, Chaira. 

Which report was adopted. 

The following report was made by a committee of conference: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 27, 1841. 

‘The committee of conference, to which was referred a bill to 
incorporate the Galveston University, together with the amend- 
inents of the Senate, have agrecd to all the amendments of the 
Senate, except the striking out two hundred and fifty, and in- 
serting one hundred, which shall read two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, instead of one hundred thousarid dollars, and 
recominend the adoption of the same. 

M. B. MENARD, 
Chair’n on part of the House, 


Report adopted, 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of their concurrence in the substitute offered by the 
House, for a joint resolution for the relief of M. H. Nicholson, 

A joint resolution for the purposes therein named, on its se- 
cond reading. 

The following amendment offered by the committee on 
claims and accounts, adopted, viz: 

in seventh line, after the word ‘money,’ strike out the words, 
sor its equivalent ’ 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

A bill providing for the appointment of auctioneers, on its 


second reading. - 
The following amendments offered by the committee on 
finance: 


In the caption after the word ‘auctioneer, insert ‘for the city 
of Galveston.’ 

In sedtion first, strike out ‘each and every incorporated city 
of the Republic,’ and insert ‘the city of Galveston,’ 

In section second, in the first line, strike out ‘every,’ and ia 
sert ‘said;’ in fith line and sixth, strike out ‘district in which 
the auctioneers reside,’ and insert ‘port of Galveston; in tenth 
line strike out ‘in which the auctioneers may reside;’ in twellth 
line fill up the blank with ‘Galveston.’ 

In section third, first line, strike out ‘every,’ and insert ‘said: 

And a substitute for fitth section. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Miller moved the reconsideration of the vote on the en- 
gzossment of a bill to provide for the protection of the frontier. 

Mr. Usher moved a call of the House. 

Lost. 

The ayes and nays were then called for, on Mr. Miller’s mo- 
tion for a reconsideration, and stood thus: 

AYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, 
‘Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Murchison, Menard, Miller, 
Porter, Reily, ‘Thatcher, Van Ness and Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Johns, Latimer, | 
Pillshury, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas — 
and Usher—12, 
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Carried; and vote reconsidered. | 
Mr. Miller then moved the reconsideration of the vote on the 
adoption of the amendment to the above named bill, which 
provided for the disbanding of the regular army. 
On motion of Mr. Thomas, tte motion of Mr. Miller was laid 
on the table, and made the special order, for three o'clock, p. m. H 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 7 
House of the passage, by a substitutes of a bill defining the 
Ľastern and Northern boundanes of Washington county, and 
for other pur} oses. 
The engrossing committee made the following report: 


House of REPRESENTATIVES, / 
Jan: ary 27, lodl. \ 
The committee oni engrossed hills would Leg leave to report 
that they have examined the folic wing bills and joint reso- 
lutions: 
An act to organize the county of Harrison, for judicial and 
other purps-es: 
A bill to be entitled an act requiring sales by judgment or 
decree of a probate court or courts of chancery; 
A joint resolution for the reef of J. M. Ciare; 
A jomi resolution for the relief of Charles De Morse; 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relicf of the heirs ‘of John 
Hebins, deceased; 
A joint rese lation for the relief of Henry Honen; 
An act supplementary to an act, for the relref of Frances U. 
Gordon; 
An act to incorporate the Galveston and Virginia Bridge 
Company; 
A bill for the relief of Elijah Bennett; 
A bill to be entitled an act legalizing and confirming certain 
marriages therein named; 
A bill to authorize the raising of volunteers to make an expe- 
dition to Santa Fe; 
An act for the relief of G. W. Davis; 
A joint resolution for the relief of George W. Logan. 
And find the same to be correcily engrossed. 
THOS, B. HULING, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted, 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill appropriating twenty thousand 
dollars to meet the civil list expenses of government, and for 
other purposes. . 

A bill defining the Eastern and Northern boundaries of 
Washington county, and for other purposes, taken up and sub- 
stitute offered by the Senate, adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, the twelfth section was struck out, 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment: 

Strike out in section fourth, in line fourth, ‘the first Mondays 
after,’ and add to the same section, ‘and hereafter the District 
Courts in the county of Robertson, shail commence and be 
holden on the first Mondays after the fourth Mondays in March 
and October, and may continue in session one week.’ 

Adopted. 

A bill appropriating twenty thousand dollars to meet the 
elvil list expenses of government, and for other purposes; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Haynie moved the suspension of the rule, that the bill 
might be placed on its second reading. 

Lost. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, with amendments, of a bill for the relief 
of J. W. Smith. 


A bill to organize a part of the counties of Red River, Bowie 


_ and Lamar, for judicial and other purposes; 


Read frst time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Kaufman moved to strike out ‘Pascal,’ and insert ‘Rusk.’ 

The ayes and nays were calied for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Ensworth, Houston, Haynie, 
Menard, Miller, Mayfield and Pillsbury—8. 

NA YS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Huling: 
Hill, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Porter, Reily: 
Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher 
2 Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—23. 

ost. 


On motion of Mr. Porter, rule further suspended, and 
Bill read third time, 


eet, 
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The ayes and nays were called for on the final passage of 
the bill, and stood thus:- 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Huling, Haigler, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menard; Miller, "Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, and Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Ensworth, Hill and Ro- 
berts—5. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

The committee fon claims and accounts, P. Usher, chair’n, 
| to which was referred a joint resolution for the relief of Wm. 
| W. Allsbury, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
| passage. 

Which report was received, and resolution laid on the table, 
| tocome up among the orders of the day. 

| A bill for the relief J. W. Smith, taken up. 

The following additional section offered by the Senate: 

‘Be it further enacted, That the aforesaid sum of one thousand 
and ninety-eight dollars, i in the promissory notes of this Repub- 
| lic, is hereby specially appropriated, and that the Treasurer of 
| the Republic is required to pay the same out of any money in 
„the treasury not otherwi-e appropriated, to Angelina Smith, 

* widow of the late James W. Smith, deceased.’ 

Concurred in by the House. 

A bill legalizing the official acts of Wm. H. Steele, Com- 
missioner, 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Rio Grande and Trading 
Company; 

Read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the House resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, on the same. 

Mr. Porter in the chair. 


After sometime spent therein, the committee rose and report- 
ed progress, and recommended the indefinite postponement of 
the bill. 


The ayes and nays were called for on the adoption of the 
report, and stood thus: 


AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Ensworth, 
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Hill, Haynie, Lann, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Roberts; Smith of B., 
Smith of M., Thatcher and Usher—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Huling, Houston, Haigler, Johns, 
Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, ‘Thomas, Van Ness and 
Wrighi—12, 

Adopted, and bill indefinitely postponed. 

A bill to define contempts, on its second reading. 

The following amendment offered by the committee on the 
judiciary: 

Strike out the sixth rule in first scction, which reads thus: 
‘The publication of a false or grossly inaccurate report of ils 
proceedings, but no court can punish as a contempt, the publi 
cation of true, full and fair reports of any trial, argument, pro- 
ceeding, or decision had in such court? 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read thira time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury, the vote was reconsidered on 
the refusing to engross a bill supplementary to an act to dis- 
pense with the necessity of protesting negotiable instruments of 
dishonor, and for other purposes, passed 25th Jan. 1840. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of those persons who failed to, 
give in a list of their taxable property; 

Read first time. 

A bill to disband the regular army, on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of M., laid on the table until three 
o’clock, p. m. i 

Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of John D. McLeod; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and à 

Resolution read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

A bill to encourage emigration by regulating the mode of 
collecting certain foreign debts, on its second reading. 

Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment to sixth section: 

‘Provided same shall not be stolen property, and the titles.’ 

Mr. Hill offered the following, as a substitute for Mr. Haynie’s 
amendment; 
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‘Provided that the title to such property was perfect in the 
| vendor or person selling the same, at the time of such introduc- 
i uon. Accepted by Mr. Haynie, and adopted. 

| Mr. Kaufman then moved to strike out the sixth section. 
The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

| AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, 
| Caldwell, Hall, Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Pillsbury, Roberts, 
| Rogers, T homas, Usher and Van Ness—16. 

oNAYS—Messrs. Ensworth, Huling, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, 
| Miller, Mayfield, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thatcher, Van 
| Zandt and Wright—12. Carried. 

| On motion of Mr. Hill, the fifth section was struck out. 

Mr. Latimer moved to strike out «five years,’ in first section. 
Mr. Usher moved to adjourn until three o’clock, p. m. 

Lost. 

| Mr. Haigler then moved to strike out ‘five years,’ and insert 
| ‘ten years.’ Lost. 

The question then being taken on passing the bill to a third 
| reading. - 

| The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

| AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Eins worth, Huling, Haigier, 

Haynie, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Smith of B., 
Thomas, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—15. 

NAYS— Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Hill, Houston, Johns, 
Latimer, Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M. and 
| Usher—12. 

Carried; and bili passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. 


TAREE O'CLOCK, P: M. 


The House met, 

The Speaker being absent, Mr. Van Ness was called to the 
Chair. 

The roll was called, and a quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. 
| The committee on the state of the Repnblic, to whom was re- 

ferred an act, an addition to the fifth section, and adding two 
additional sections to an act for the incorporation of the city of 
Galveston, 
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Reported the same back to the House with amendments, 
and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Qn motion of Mr. Reily, the motion for a reconsideration oj 
the vote on the final passage of the bill incorporating the 
Franco Texian Company, was laid on the table until seven 
o’clock, p.m. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the motion for a reconsideration 
of the vote refusing to engross the bill authorizing McKinney, 
Williams & Co., to issue their notes for circulation, as money, 
was taken up. 

T'he question being taken on the reconsideration of the vote, 
the ayes and noes were called for, and stoad as follows: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby. 
Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Menard, May field, Pilis- 
bury, Reily, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher. 
Yan Ness and Wright—19., 

-~ NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Will, Laun. 
Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Usher and Yak 
“Aand{—12, 

Carried; and vote reconsidered. 

Mr. Kaufman called for the previous question; 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the roll was called. 

Mr. Kaufman moved that a further call be dispensed witu, 
Lost; and 

The Sergeant at arms was despatched for absentees. 

Mr. Mayfield moved that a committee be appointed to wait 
on Messrs. Menefee and Harrison,and receive their votes. Lost. 

‘The maiu question was tow put, shall the bill be engrossed! 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AY ES—Messsr. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Houston, Haynie, Menefee, ‘Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbu- 
ry, Reily, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, and 
Yan Ness—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Harrison, Hill. 
Haigler, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Ro- 
berts, Rogers, Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—17. Carried, 

Bill ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to create a government stock fund, and for the protec- 
tion of individual enterprise, etc, was read a third time, 
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| The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
I stood thus: 

| AYtS—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, 
| Houston, Haynie, Johns, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, 
iSmith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, ‘Thatcher, Van Ness, and 
| Wrght—18, 

| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Hill, 
} Lang, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Usher and 
| Yan Zandt—13, Carried, and bill passed. 

; An act tn provide for the first class of claimants, who have 
| not obtained certificates for their head rights to lands; 

(| Mr: Huling moved that the rule be suspended which prohi- 
| bits bills betng ameuded on their third reading. . Lost. 

| Oa motion ‘of Mr. Van Zandt, the bill was laid on the table 
F until to-morrow. 

| Abul providing for the revision of the Laws, was taken up 
| ol its second reading; and on motion of Mr. Latimer, 

Laid on the table. 

| Anuct supplementary to an act to quiet the land titles within 
t the twenty frontier leagues bordering on the United States, was 
| taken up on its second reading; and 

Substiuite offered by committee adopted. 

Mr. Van Zande offered the following amendment: 
| -Provided the same shall not exceed one league and labor.’ 
| Adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to amend by inserting ‘Burnet ard 
Veildin, aiter the word ‘Zavala,’ 

Mi. Menard offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Mayfield’s amendiment: Excepting all the titles of genuine 
| claims made by the Commissioner George A. Mixon, “George 

W. Smyth, Charles S. Taylor, Jose Francisco Madero, and the 
| different Alcaldes of Nacogdoches, shall be exempted from the 
| provisiuns of this act; provided the concessions or grants do not 
exceed ove league and labor of land,’ 

Mi. Kanfinan moved to postpone the bill until to-morrow, 11 
o'clock. Lost. 

Mr. Porter moved its indefinite postponement. 

Tbe ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 

AY ES-—Messrs, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Haigler, Johns, 
Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Pillsbury, Porter, Rog gers, Smith of 
M., and Wright—13. 
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NAYS——Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Hull, Houston, Haynie, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, 
Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., Thomas, ‘Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Ness and Van Zandt—20. Lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt called for the previous question. 

The question was taken, shall the main question be now put? 
was carried. 

Mr. Haynie moved a reconsideration of the vote taken, calling 
for the main question. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, Mr. Haynie’s motion was laid on the 
table. 

The question being taken on the motion made by Mr. Miller 
en the reconsideration of the vote on the amendment of the bill 
for the protection of the fronter, 

The ayes and nays were called for, stood thus: 

AY tS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, 
Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, 
Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Thatcher, Van 
Ness and Wright—20. 

NOES —Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Pillsbury, Roberts, Smith 
of M., Thomas and Usher—14. Carried; and 

Vote reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the bill was 

Referred to a select committee. 

A bill to disband the regular army was taken up on its second 
reading. Mr. Wright moved its reference to a select committee. 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the House went into a commit- 
tée of the whole, Mr. Miller in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
the bill back to the House, with amendments, and recommend- 
ed its passage. 

Mr. Porter moved to adjourn until 7 o’clock, p.m. Lost. 

The following amendments, offered by the committee, viz: 

‘Provided that none of the said regular forces shall be retain- 
ed in service for a longer term than three months.’ | 

Also, in fourth section, strike out ‘Colonel of Ordnance’ and 
the rest of the section, and insert ‘Secretary of War.’ 

Also, an additional section, ‘Be it further enacted, that as 
soon as all the forces composing the regular army are disband- 
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ed, the office of Paymaster General be and the same is hereby ade! 
abolished.’ | 
Were adopted by the House. 49 
The question being taken on the engrossment of the bill, 
The ayes and ndys were called for, and stood thus: SRA 
AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, Har- 
rison, Huling, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Miser, Piils- ~ 
bury, Roberts, Smith of M. T homas, Usher and Van Zandt-—18. 
NAYS—Messis. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Haigier, 
| Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Rogers 
| and Thatcher—13. Carried; and 
| Bill ordered to be engrossed, 
On motion the rule was suspended which prohibits members 
| from voting who are without the bar when the question is taken, 
| in order to allow Mr. Houston to record his vote. 
Mr. Roberts moved a reconsideration of the vote which re- 
| ferred a bill for the protection of, the frontier, to a select com- 
} mittee, 
| On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House adjourned until seven 
| o'clock, p. m. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

A quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. 

The engrossing committee made the following report : 


ComMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 27, 1841. 
The commitfee on engrossed bills would beg leave to 16; ort 
that they have examined the following: 
An act to amend an act entitled an act regulating attach- 
| ments, approved January 28, 1839. 
And an aċt to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
| Land office to employ a draftsman, and providing for the com- 
| pensation of country surveyors. 
_ And find the same correctly engrossed. 


THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 
63 
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Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a joint resolution to aus. 
pend the further publication of the Laws in the Castilian lan. 
guage. 

tead first time. 

Mr. Latimer, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, Chat the committee on publie printing be instruct- 
ed to contract for the printing of one hundred copies ef the 


captious of all the laws, of a general nature, passed at ihe pre. 
sent session of Congress. 


Adopted. 

A m-ssize was received from the Senate, informing the- 
Hous of the passage of a bill to repeal the seventh section of an 
ze s1əpb mentary to au act to raise a revenue by direct taxa. 
Tate, ete. 

A's» a bill making appropriations for the year 1841. 

Also, that a bill for he relief of Thos. G. Western, originating 
iithe House of Representatives, bad been indefinitely postpo- 
ned iut e Senate. 

A motion for the reconsideration of the vote on the passage of 
a bill to mcorporate the Franco Texian company, ete, being 
the special order, was now taken up. 

Mc. aldwetl moved to lay the motion on the table. Carried. 

Mr. Harrison moved to lay the motion on the table until seven | 
o'clock, to-morrow, p. m. 

The ayes and nays were calied for, and stood as follows: 

AY«S—Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Harrison, | 
Huling, Houstan, Haynie, Mayfie d, Pillsbury, Porter, Reny, | 
Roberts, Smith of B., Smith of M., Van Ness and Van Zandt | 
—17 | 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, | 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Miller, Thomas, Usher and Wright—13. | 

Carried. ) 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a bill making appropriations for 
the year 1841, was taken up, and 

Read first time. i | 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the House adjourned until ten 
o'clock, to-morrow morning, 
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Tuurspay, January 28, 1841. 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
The Speaker being absent, Mr. Van Ness was called to the 

! Chair, and called the House to order. 
| Prayer by the Cnaplain. 
The roll was called, aud the following members answered to 
| their names, viz : 
| Messrs. Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, 
} Buling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Lati- 
f mer, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Realy, 
| Roberts, Smith of Brazoria, Snnth of Montgomery, Thomas, 
| Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright. 
| A quorum present; 
The House proceeded to business. 3 
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
| A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
| House of the passage of a bill incorporating the Galveston Ar- 
| ullery Company: 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of J. W. 
Spier, deceased; 

Also, the passage, with amendment, of a bill to organize a 
part of Harrison county, for judicial and other purposes; 

Also, a joint resolution to elect chief justices of counties; 

Also, of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of Jas. 
Goodman. 


The engrossing committee made the following report: 


v House of REPRESENTATIVES, ( 
Jannary 28, 1841. 
The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined the following act: 
An actto authorize the firm of McKinney, Williams & Co., 
to issue their notes for circulation as money. 
And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 


THOS. B. HULING, Chairn. 
Which report was adopted. 
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The enrolling committee made the following report: 


CommĪmIıTTEE Room, 
Jan. 28, 1841. 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow. 
ing acts and joint resolutions, whieh they find correctly en- 
rolled, to-wit: 

An act for the relief of those who have taken the benefit of the 
insolvent laws of other countries: 

An act the better to define the boundaries between the coun- 
ties of Austin and Fort Bend; 

Joint resolution tor the relief of Louisa Gerding and Frederic 
Hobein; 

Joint resolution authorizing the sale of lots in the town of 
Calhoun; 

Joint resolution to validate the land certificate of Thomas J. 
Smith; 

An act requiring the Chief Justice of Bastrop county to per- 
form certain duties therein mentioned; 

An act granting district attorneys power to challenge jurors; 

And an act for the relief of A. Sherrill. 

Said acts and joint resolutions having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House, President pro tem. of the Senate, and en- 
dorsed by the Chiet Clerk, that they orginated,in the House of 
Representatives, were presented to the President for his consi- 


deration, on the 27th inst. 
A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Reily, a bill to authorize McKinney, Wil- 
liams & (‘o., to issue their notes for circulation as money, was 
taken up, and 

Read third time. 

Mr. Porter moved a call of the House. 

Lost. 

The question then being taken on the final passage of the 
bill, the ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Houston, Haynie, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, 
Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher and Van Ness—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Ensworth, Hill, Johns, Lann, 
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Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Usher, 
Van Zandt and Wright—14. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

The select committee, N. Thomas, Chairman, to which was 
referred a joint resolution granting privileges to the armory, for 
the purposes therein named, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended 
its indefinite postponement. 

Report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, a bill appropriating twenty thou- 
sand dollars to meet the civil list expenses of government, and 
for other purposes, taken up, and 

Read second time, 

Mr. Caldwell moved to strike out first section. 

Mr. Menard moved to strike out second section also. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a motion for the reconsideration of a 
vote, referring a bill providing for the protection of the frontier, 
was taken up. 

The question then being taken, the vote was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the above named bill was taken up on 
its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, the name of ‘Pascal,’ was inserted 
in first section. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the name of ‘Panola,’ was al- 
s0 inserted 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the word ‘forty, was struck out of 
first section, and ‘fifty-six’ inserted in lieu thereof. 

Mr. Usher moved to insert the name of ‘Jackson,’ in first 
section. Lost. 

Mr. Hill moved to strike out ‘five spys, in section sixth, and 
insert ‘ten spies.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus : 

AY ES-—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Harrison, Hill, 
Houston, Haigler, Murchison, Miller, Porter, Thatcher, Van 
Ness and Wright—13. 

NAYS——Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Huling, 
Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Thomas, Usher and Van 
Zandt—19, 

Lost. 
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On motion of Mr, Jin, the following proviso 10 sixth section, 
Was struck out, viz: ‘Provided that said spies shall not be de 

tailed fora longer pericd than ten days at a time. 

Mr. Wright moved to insert ıh seventh section, after ‘one dol- 
lar? the words “n par tuads or its equivalent,’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, Har. 
rison, Hill, Houston, Haigier, Haynie, Latimer, Murchison, 
Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Thatch 
er, Vin Ness and Wnght—20. 

N ALYS-— Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Huling, Johns 
tana, Menard, Pillsbury, Thomas, Usher and Van Zandt 
—~l L. Adopted. 

On monon of Mr. Hili, that portion of the seventh section 
which provided Hor paying the spies for six months and no 
jonger, was strack out. 

Mr. (ill offered the following additional section : 

‘Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
is hereby authorized to have transported to such of the counties 
named in this act, as he my deem necessary, such portions of 
the public arms and amunition, as he may deem expedient, and 
deposit the same with the Chiet Justice of such county, taking 
his receipt therefor, which arms and ammunition so deposited, 
shali be disposed of in such manner as may be deemed most to 
the interest of the country, to be used alone in actual defence, 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, the word ‘arms’ was struck out. 

‘The question then being taken, the section was rejected. 

Mr. Houston offered the following amendment to the fourth 
section: 

Insert ‘only in case of actual invasion.’ Rejected. 

Mr. Johns off-red the following additional section: 

Section —. Be it further enacted, That the Chiet Justices of 
the counties, shall not approve any muster roll returned to him 
under the provisions of this act, unless he believes the same to 
be just, and that the country strictly required the service which 
is therein purported to have been rendered.’ Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time. 


The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
stood thus: 
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AYES —Messrs, Speaker, Ainett, Biow, Barnett, Caldwell, 
Coles, IIarrison, Huhing, Hill, Houston, Uaigler, Uanyie, 
Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menard, Miller. Mayfield, Pillsbury, 


Rely, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M, Thomas, ‘Thatcher, Van 


Xess, Van Zandt and Wnght—zé. 

NAY— Vir. Usher—1. 

The committee on the judiciary, I. Van Zandt, Chairman, to 
which was referred a bill to authorize the formation and esta- 
blishment of limited partnerships within the Republic of Texas, 

Reported the same back to the House and recommended its 
passage. 

Report received, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, bill taken up, the rule was 
suspended, and 

Bill read thira time and passed. j 

A bill to disband the regular army; 

Read third time. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the final passage of 
the bill, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Cales, Harrison, 
Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Murchison, Menard, 
Miller, Mavfield. Pillsbury, Roberts, Smith of M., Thomas, 
Usher and Van Zandt—20 

NAYS —Messrs Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, 
Latuner, Reily, Thatcher, Van Ness and Wright—10. 

So the bill passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Honse of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of John 
R Welch. 

Mr Reily, by leave, introduced a joint resolntion authorizing 
and reqniring the auditor to andit accounts for amunition, pro- 
visions, horses, ete. ete . furnished troops; and expenses incur- 
red in behalf of the ordnance department; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Resolution read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Reily, rule further suspended, and 

Resolution read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, referred to a select committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Van Zandt, Reily, Usher, Latimer and 
Harrison. 
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The following communication from his Excellency the Pre. 
sident was read : 


Execurive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Jan. 28, 1841. 
To the Senate, and 
House of Representatives: 

Gentlemen—TI have the honor to transmit a copy of a letter 
recently received from Mr. Lambert L. Norwood, the agent of 
Mr. Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, who was the contractor 
for building the vessels of war lately constructed at that place, 

‘he subject matter of this letter having occurred under a 
previous administration, and the facts connected with it not 
being very familiar to me, I can only remark, in submitting ıt 
to your consideration, that any available means which the Con. 
gress may devise and ‘appropriate to the discharge of the govern. 
ment liabilities to Mr. Dawson, will be cheerfully carried Into 
effect. Should the Congress conclude to attempt a negociation 
of eight per cent. bonds, I apprelyend a new issue will be re- 
quired. The old bonds now in the ‘T'reasurer’s office have 
been signed by tha then President. and by R. G. Dunlap, a 
Secretary of the Treasury; they bear date of 1839, and the 
coupons are signed by James Riley, the agent appointed to ne 


gociate them. 
DAVID G. BURNET. 


Which, together with the accompanying communication of 
Mr. Dawson, were, on motion of Mr. Menard, referred to a se 
lect committer, consisting of Messrs. Menard, Houston, Pills- 
bury, Smith of B., Blow, Porter and Caldwell. 

A communication from the Chief Clerks of the departments 
was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Hill, referred to a select committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs. Hill, Van Zandt, Thatcher, Ensworth and 
Latimer. 

A bill for the relief of John R; Welch, 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, and 

On motion, rule further suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 
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A bill as an addition to the third section, and adding two ad- 
ditional sections to an act incorporating the erty of Galveston, 
on its second reading. 

The following amendment to section twenty second, offered 
by the committee, viz: 

In the sixth line, after the word ‘passengers,’ excepting white 
persons tinder seventeen years of age, and persons of color un- 
dertwelve years of age? Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. “Menard, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

A bill to organize a part of Harrison county for judicial and 
other purposes, taken up; 

The following amendments of the Senate, viz: 

In -section sixth, line first, insert the following, to come in 

after the word that’: “The county or district of Panola shall 
constitute and form a part of the seventh judicial district.’ 

No. 2, to come in at the end of line fifth, in section sevond: 
‘And the election of the several county officers shall be held on 
the first Monday in April next.’ 

No. 3; strike out the word ‘De Soto, wherever it occurs, and 
insert ‘Marshall 

All of which were concurred in by the House. 

Joint resolution to go into the election of Chief Justices of 
the counties, having been amended by the Senate, 

Amendment was concurred in by the House. 

Joint resolution for the relief of James Goodman, 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Usher, the rule was suspended, and 

Resolution read second time, and on motion of Mr. Wright, 

Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the bills on the subject of finance 
were made the special order of the day for three o'clock, p. m. 

A bill making appropriations for the year 1841, was 

Read second time, and on motion of Mr. Hill, 

Referred to the committee of the whole House, on to-morrow, 
at eleven o’clock, a.m. < 

Mr. Wright moved to adjourn until three o’clock, p. m. 

Lost. 

A bill to provide for the first class of claimants, who have not 
obtained certificates for thejr headrights to lands; 

Read third time and passed. . 
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Joint resolution requiring Chief Justices to issue writs of elec- 
tion; read the second time; and on motion of Mr. Hill, 

Keferred'to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. H, 
Latinerand Usher. a 

A all concerning lands which have been appropriated for 
the estabi.shment of a general system of education, was 

Read second ume, and on motion of Mr. Johns, 

The ruie was suspended, and 

Bul read third time and passed. ` 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. 


r 
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THREE o’CLOCK, P. M, 


'The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business, 

A communication was received from Major Sam. Whiting, 
and read; when Mr. Mayfield moved that it lie on the table. 
Motion lost. On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, communication 

Referred to the committee on publie printing. 

Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of the Clerk of the Naval bureau; 

Read first time. On motion of Mr. "Haynie, 

Rule suspended, and the 

Resolution read second time. 

The rule was further suspended, and the resolution 

Read third time and passed.- 

On motion of Mr. Murchison, the House took up the bill au- 
thorizing the raising of a volunteer corps to make an Ga pentioN: 
to Santa Fe; 3 

Read third time and passéd. 

Mr, Haynie moved that the bill to authorize the raising of a 
volunteer corps to make an expedition to Santa Fe be sent to 
the Senate; on which 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Hill, 
Houston, Waigler, Haynie, Lann, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Ness, VanZandt and Wright—21. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, Harnson, Johns, 
Menard, Mayheld, Smith of M.—8. Motion canied. 

Mr. Harrison moved a reconsideration of the vote cn the final 
passage of the bill; on which 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Barnett, Grigsby, Harrison, Johns, May- 


field, Smith of M.—6. 


NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Ens worth, Hu- 
ling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Murchison, Menard, Miller, 
Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., Thomas, T hatcher, 
Usher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—22. 

Motion lošt. 

Mr. Reily, Chairman of the select committee to whom was 
referred a joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Auditor 
to audit drafts for provisions, shoes, ammunition, etc. ete., made 
a report recommending the passage of the same. 

Report received, and 

Joint resolution laid on the table to come up among thé or- 
ders ot the day. Ou motion of Mr. Harrison, 

The rale was suspended, and 

The joint resolution taken up; whereupon, he offered the 
following amendment, which was adopted: 

‘And accounts approved by the commanding or proper 
officers,’ 

The joint resolution was then read third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
iouse, that they had concurred in an amendment by the House 
to a substitute offered by the Senate to a bill originating in the 
House, entitled a bill the better to define the boundaries of the 
county of Washington, and to create the county of Buckner. 

Mr. Van Zandt made a verbal report from the committee on 
the judiciary, on a bill supplementary to an act to detect frau- 
dulent land certificates, and to provide for the issuing of patents 
to legal claimants, 

Which report was received, and bill taken up. 

Mr. Van Ness moved to amend the tenth section of the bill, 
by striking out all from the words, ‘and in cases where, down 
to the last proviso. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Kaufman moved to amend the sixth section of the, bill, 
by adding to it the following: 


636 


‘And further, provided, that the Republic have the same 
number of peremptory challenges as the party suing for the 
land? Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Wright moved an amendment to the sixth section, by 
striking out the proviso which reads as follows: 

‘Provided that the verdict of the jury shall be final, and no 
appeal shall be taken therefrom.’ Adopted, 

. Mr. Kaufman moved to amend the twelith section, by insert. | 
ing afterthe word ‘District Judge,’ the county where the certi- 
ficate was issued? Adopted. 

Mr. Van Ness offered an additional section, as follows: 

‘Be it further enacted, That this act take effect {rom and after | 
its passage. Adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, reporting a bill 
for the relief of certan persons therein named, in which they 
asked the immediate concurrence of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the bill from the Senate, for the 
ielief of certain persons therein named, was taken up, 

Read first time. 

The rule suspended, and bill read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on finance. 

‘The following communications received from the President: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Jan, 28, 1841. ? 
To the Hon. Senate, and 
House of Representatives. 
Gentlemen—The accompanying isa copy ofa letter just re- 
ceived from Capt. Price, of the Spies. It is submitted for your 


information. 
DAVID G. BURNET. 


Which communication, together with the abcompanying do- 
cument, was referred to the committee on military affairs. 
Also, ‘the ‘following : 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Jan. 28, 1841. ? 
To the Senate, and’ : 
~ 4 House of Representatives: 
Gentlemen—The subject embraced in the accompanying 
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communication, fromthe Acting Secretary of State, is respect- 
fully submitted to your consideration, in the hope that some 
specific action of Congress will be had upon it. 

I have not time to prepare duplicates for the use of the 
Senate, and respectfully request the House of Representatives 
will permit the papers to go into the other branch of the legis- 


lature. 
DAVID G. BURNET. 


Which, together with the accompanying documents, were 
on motion of Mr. Hill, referred to a select committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Hill, Latimer, Reily, Roberts and Van Ness. 

The bills on the subject of finance, being the special orders of 
the day, were now taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the House resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, on the bills just taken up. 

Mr. Van Zandt in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit agains 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the bills on the subject of fnanee, 
were made the special order of the day for to-morrow morning, 
at half past ten o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. Vau Zandt, the House adjourned until 
seven o’clock, p. m. : 


SEVEN O CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met, 

A quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. 

A bill to incorporate the Franco Texian Commercial and 
Emigrating Company, being the special order for seven o’clock, 
p. mu, was taken up. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had passed a bill supplementary to an act for 
the relief of Jonathan Ilkin: 

Also, a bill for the reliet of Stillwell Box, in which they asked 
the concurrence of the House; 

And in accordance with a request of the House, they had 
appointed Messrs. Greer, Moore and Gaines, acommiitee to act 
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on a conununication from the President, in conjunction with a 
like counnittee from the House. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they bad passed the following, which originated in 
the House of Representatives: 

A bill to establish and incorporate the Guadalupe College; 

A. bill to incorporate the Texas Trading, Mining and Emi- | 
grating Company, with amendments; | 

Also, a bill supplementary to an act to establish and incor- | 
porate Rutersville College, with amendments. 

Mr. Thatcher moved the previous question on the Franco | 
Texian bill, which was the reconsideration of the vote on the | 
passage of the same. i l 

Mr. Mayfield moved a call of the Honse. | 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and | 
stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Huling, Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Reily, Roberts, Usher and’ Van Zandt—0. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Harrison, Hill, Houston, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Menard, | 
Miller, Porter, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness and | 
Wright—19. | 

There being ten members voting in the affirmative, the Ser- 
veant-at-arnis was sent in quest of absent members. 

Mr. Mayfield moved that a special messenger be dispatched 
in quest of absent members. 

The Speaker decided the gentleman out of order, inasmuch 
as the Sergeant-at-arms had been despatched in quest of 
the same. 

Mr. Mayfield appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

On taking the question, the House sustained the Speaker. 

Mr. Blow moved to suspend the forty-second rule of the 
House, which provides that any ten members (including the 
Speaker, if there be one,) shall be authorized to compel the at- 
tendance of absent members. 


Mr. Van Zandt called for the previous question on the sus- 
pension of the rule. 


Mr. Mayfieldsmoved that the bill under consideration lie on 
the table until to-morrow twelve o'clock, in. 
Alction lost. 
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The Speaker then put the question, ‘shall the main question 
be now put,’ and 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stond as follows: 
AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Hill, 
Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, 
Menard, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Smith of B., 
Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—z3. 
NAYS—Messrs, Arnett, Harrison, Huling, Mayfield, Reily 
and Usher—6. 


Carried, 


second rule; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 
AYES—Messsr. Arnett, Blow, Ensworth, Hill, Houston, 
Haivler, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Menard, Miller, 
Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Smith of B., Thomas, ‘Thatcher, 
Yan Ness Van Zandt and Wright—2lL. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, 
Johns, Mayfield,*Reily and Usher—9. 

Carried. 

Mr. Arnett’moved the reconsideration of the vote just taken. 
Mr. Van Zandt called for the previous question. 

Mr. Roberts, by leave, withdrew the motion to reconsider the 
f vote on the final passage of the bill. 

I On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House adjourned until 
f nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Fripay, Jan. -29th, 1841. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their nàmes, viz : 

Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 


The question being then put.on the suspension of the forty- 


hadie- 
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Ensworth, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haynie, Lann, Latimer, Me- 
netfee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Ro- 
gers, Seuta of B., South of AM, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher and 
Wright 

A quorum present; 

‘The jonrnal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The enrolling committee made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 29, 1841. 

The committee on enrolled bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing acis, which they find correctly enrolled, to wit: 

An act for the relief of purchasers of lots in the city of Austin 
and on the tract adjoining. 

An act toamend the several laws establishing a General Post 
Office. 

An act regulating bills of exceptions, 

An act to organize a part of the county of Red River, Bowie 
and Lamar, for Judicial and other purposes. 

An act legalizing the official acts of William H. Steele, 
Commissioner. 

An act for the relief of James W. Smith; and 

An act for the relief of Sarah Ann Walker. 

Said acts originated in the Senate—with ine exception of the 
two last, which originated in the Hotise—and having been ap- 
propriately endorsed by the Chief Clerks of both houses, to that 
effect, sined by the honorable Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives, and President pro tem. of the Senate,* were presented to 
the Presdent for his consideration on the 28th inst. 

A. 58. ENSWORTH, Chair’n. 

Which report was adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution requiring the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to enter a credit on the books of his office, 
for ths purposes therein named. Also that an act (originating 
in the Senate) to consolidate certain appropriations; had passed 
the Senate. } 

Also, that they had appointed a committee of conference, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Potter, Daingerfield, and Miller, to act in con- 
junction with the committee on the part of the House. 

The select committee, Mr. Hill, chairman, to which was refer- 


641 


red a joint resolution requiring the Chief Justices of counties to 
issue writs for elections, - 

Reported the same back to the House by a substitute, and 
recommended its passage. 

Fhe bills were taken up. The question was taken; and the 

Substitute adopted, and passed to a third reading. l 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that a bill for the rehef of J. B. Ransom had passed the 
Senate, with an amendment. i 

Mr. Usher moved to take up the bill making appropriations 
forthe year 1841. 

Withdrawn. 

Whereupon, Mr. Latimer renewed the motion. The ques- 
tion being aken, the motion was lost. 

Mr. .Van Ness moved to take up a bill supplementary to an 
act to detect fraudulent land certificates, etc. Carried, and 

Bill read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the rule was suspended which 
prohibits bills being amended on their third reading. 

Mr, Kaufman offered the following amendment: 

‘And also stating that he is entitled to the amount of land 
claimed by virtue of his emigration to this country, or by virtue 
of the assignment of the headright claim of an actual emigrant 
and citizen of the country.’ Adopted, and 7 

Bill passed. 

Mr. Haynie, by leave, introduced the following bill: An act 
toamend the first section of an act altering the several acts to 
raise a public revenue by impost duties. 

Read first time ; and on motion, 

The rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the report of the commiitee of conference on the bill 
incorporating the Galveston University, was concurred in by 
the Senate. l 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the house went into a committee 
of the whole House, on the finance bills, - 

Mr. Van Zandt in the chair; 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

Report adopted. 

65 


G42 
On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m, 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business, 

Mr. Arnett offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, by and with the consent of the Senate, that the 
two houses ot Congress proceed, on Saturday, the 30th instant, 
at two o’clock, to the election of Judge forthe first Judicial dis- 
trict? Adopted. 

On motion, the above resolution was transmitted the Senate. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
"House of the passage of a bill to repeal so much of an act as 
provides for consular certificates. 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of the clerks, door-keep- 
ers and sergeant-at-arms of the Senate and House cf Represen- 
tatives. 

Also, of the passage, with amendments, of abill repealing the 
sixth section ofan act to detect fraudulent land certificates, pass- 
ed 29th January, 1840. 

Als», a bill to organize a part of Houston county, for judicial 
and other purposes. 

Also, of the rejection of a joint resolution concerning public 
buildings in the city of Anstin. 

Also, of a bill for the relief of Nathaniel Townsend, 

A bill forthe relief of J. B. Ransom, taken up; and 

Amendments of the Senate nat concurred in. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Trading, Mining and Emi- 
grating company, taken up; and the following amendments of 
the Senate, viz: 

Strike out in first section, ‘and their successors.’ 

Aiso, in the same section, after the name ‘Alexander M Do- 
nald,’ insert the name of ‘John C. Watrous,’ 

Also, in section second, after the word ‘mines,’ insert ‘upon 
auch terms as other citizens.’ 

Concurred in by the House. 

À bill to. organize a part of Houston county for judicial and 
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other purposes, was taken up; and the following amendments 
of the Senate, viz: 

Add to the third section, ‘second Mondays in February and 
August, and may continue one week? Woncurred in. 

A bill to repeal the sixth section of an act to detect fraudulent 
land certificates, was taken up;- and on motion of Mr. Hill, 

Laid on the table. 

Joint resolution for the relief ef the Clerks, Door-keepers, and 
Sergeants-at-Arms of the Senate and House of Representatives. 

Read first time; and on motign of Mr. Van Ness, 

Rule suspended, and 

Resolution read second time, and on motion of Mr. Van Ness, 

Referred to the committee on the state ot the Republic. 

A bill to repeal so much of an act as provides for Consular 
certificates; 

Read first time, and on motion of Mr. Murchison, 

Rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the word ‘paid, > ia the latter part of section 
second, and insert the following, ‘by the said importer or intro- 
ducer, as heretofore.’ 

Mr. Usher offered the following amendment to Mr. May- 
field’s amendment: 

Add, ‘also that importers pay the salaries of Collectors.’ 

Rejected. 

The question then being taken, Mr. Mayfield’s amendment 
was rejected. On motion, 

Rule further suspended, and 

Bill read third time, and passed, 

An act to consolidate certain appropriations; 

Read first-time. 

An act appropriating twenty thousand dollars to meet the 
civil list expenses of government, and for other purposes, was 
taken up on its second reading. 

On mation of Mr. Mayfield, the second section was strick- 
en out. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, ‘twenty thousand dollars,’ was 
stricken out, and ‘eight thousand dollars’ inserted, ” 

Mr. Harrison moved to strike out all after ‘civil list. 

Mr. Miller moved that the bill lie on the table. 
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The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Hauling, Hill, Haynie, Lann, Miller, Ro- 
berts, Thomas and Usher—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Houston, Johns, Latimer, May- 
field, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of 
M., Van Ness and Van Zandt—13. 

Carried; and bill laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the- 
House of the passage of a joint resolution suspending the ad- 
journment of both Houses of Congress. | 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for relief 
of Geo. Wheelwright; 

Read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and 

Resolution read second time. 

Mr. Pillsbury moved its reference to the committee on claims 
and accounts. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the bill was referred to the 
committee on naval affairs. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that a joint resolution providing for the election of 
judge for the first judicial district, had passed the Senate with 
an amendment. 

The above mentioned joint resolution being taken up, the 
following amenUment of the Senate was read: 

Strike out ‘two o’clock, p. m., and insert ‘twelve o'clock, m’ 

Mr. Reily moved the indefinite postponement of the consi- 
deration of the amendment. 

The ayes and nays were calied for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Har- 
rison, Haynie, Menefee, Miller, Mayfield, Reily and Van 
Ness—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, Huling, 
Hill, Houston, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, Pillsbury, 
Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, Usher 
and Van Zandt—19. ~“ 

Lost, 

The question being taken, the amendment of the Senate was 
concurred in, 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that they had concurred in part with the amendments of the 
House, to a bill supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent 
land certificates, etc. 

The bill being taken up, on motion of Mr. Hill, the House 
insisted upon their amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, the joint resolution on adjourn- 
ment, sine die, was taken up; and 

Read first time. 

Mr. Van Ness moved to strike out the first section. 

Mr. Kaufman moved tha -the bill lie on-the table until 
Monday. 
Mr, Van Ness offered the following amendment: 
‘Seven o'clock, p, m? 


Mr. Van Ness, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Haigler, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Roberts, Smith of B., 
Usher, Van Ness and Wright—13, 

NAYS —Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Harrison, Huling, Hill, 
Houston, Haynie, Laun, Menefee, Miller, Porter, Reilly, 
Smith of M., Thomas aud Van Zandt—15, 

Lost, 

Mr. Van Zandt moved it lie on the table until 10 o’clock on 
Monday, 

Mr, Porter moved a call of the House. 

Lost. 

The question being taken on Mr. Van Zands motion, it was 
adopted, 

Joint resolution for repairing the capitol, taken up on its 
second rea ling. 

On motion, Jaid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had receded from their amendment to a 
bill for the relief of J. B. Ransom. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, an act for the relief of settlers 
residing near the boundary line of the United States of the 
North, was taken up; and 
On motion, laid on the table until the first of June next. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Neill; 
Read third time. 
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The ayes and nays were called for on the amendment of 
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On motion of Mr. Houston, the House adjourned untl 
seven o'clock, p. m, 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 
The roll was called, and not a quorum present, 
The Sergeant at arms was despatched for absentees, 
A quorum present. : 
‘The House proceeded to business, 
Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduged a bill to change the time 
of holding courts in the fifth judicial] district; 
Read first time. 
On motion, rule suspended, and 
Bill read second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Mayfield, laid on the table. 
Mr. Van Ness, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to 
the act regulating the dulies of probate courts, and the settle- 
ment of succession, approved Feb, 5, 1840; . 
Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the rules suspended, and 
Bill read second and third times and passed. 
Mr, Menard, by leave, introduced a bill to consolidate the 
several appropriations for the Navy department, for the year 
3 
Read first time, and 
On motion of Mr, Menard, rules suspended, and 
Bill read second and third times and passed. 
Mr. Menefee, by leave, introduced a bill fixing the time of 
holding the district court in the county of Ward; 
Read first time, and 
On motion of Mr, Menefee, rules suspended, and 
Bill read second and third times and passed, 
On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the several bills on the’subject 
# of finance were now taken up. 
On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House went into committee 
of the whole on the same, 
Mr. Blow in the Chair. i 
After some time spent therein, the committee rose. 
On motion of Mr. Menard, the House adjourned until ten 
- Celock, to-morrow morning. l 


maeman FA Mer eaa ae A 


647 


SATURDAY, January 30, 184t. 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Speaker being absent, Mr. Van Ness was called to the 
Chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Sp2aker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Easworth, Grigsby, Hauling, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Johus, 


' Lann, Latimer, “Murchison, Miller, Mayfield: Pillsbury, Roberts, 
' Rogers, Smith of Brazoria, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van 


Ness, Van Zandt and W right. 
A quorum present; 
The House proceeded to business. 
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 


| House of the appointment of a committee of conference, on & 


bill supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certifi- 


| cates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, and 


request the appointment of a like committee on the part of the 
House: 

Also, of the indefinite postponement of an act onien 
to an act defining the mode by which the holders of conditional 
certificates shall establish the same. 

The committee on finance, Smith ef B., Chairman, to whom 


| was referred a bill for the relief of Disney, Graham and Ludlow, 


Reported (verbally) the bill back to the House, and recom- 


| mended its passage. 


Report received: 

On motion, bill taken up. 

Mr. Smith ef M., moved to strike out ‘five thousand seven 
hundred dollars, and insert one thousand nine hundred dollars. 

nd ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and stood 


AY ES-—Messts. Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, 
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Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menard, Mayfield, Rogers, Smith of M, 
Usher, Van Zandt and Wright— 15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, 
Haigler, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
smith of B , Thomas, Thatcher and Van Ness—16. 

Lost. 

Mr. Mayfield moved to strike out ‘five thousand seven hun- 
dred dollars.’ 

Carried. 

Mr. Smith of B., moved to insert ‘eleven thousand seven 
hundred dollars.’ 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following as an amendment to the 
motion of Mr. Smith of B.: 

‘That the government issue to McKinney & Williams, and 
all other government creditors, the eight per cent. bonds, at their 
market rates, in liquidation of the government liabilities. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, the bill was Jaid upon the table. 

The committee on the state of the Republic, Wm. Menefee, 
Chairman, to which was referred a joint resoiution for the re- 
lief of the clerks, door-keeper and sergeant-at-arms of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, 

Reported the same back to the House with amendments, 
and recommended its passage. 

On nistion, joint resolution taken up, and the following 
amendments of the committee, to wil: in line fourth, strike out 
‘five, and insert ‘ten,’ strike out all of line eight after the figures 
‘1836, and part of line nine, to the word ‘porters.’ In section 
second, strike out the words, ‘Chief Clerk of the IHouse of Re- 
presentatives;’ and in same section, seventh and eighth lines, 
strike out ‘Secretary of State,” and insert ‘Chief Clerk of the 
House of Representatives;’ and at the end ol the same section, 
add the following: ‘at which time it shall be the duty of the 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives to take charge of 
the records and documents of the Senate, and preserve the same 
in good order, until the commencement of the succeeding ses- 
sion.’ Were adopted.  . 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the rule was suspended, and 

Resolution read third time. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
stood thus: 


AYES—Messis, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, 
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Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee 
| Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, 
| Rogers, Smith of B., ‘Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and 
| Wright—26. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 

Smith of M. and Van Zandt—7. 
| Carried. 
| The committee on the state of the Republic, Wm. Menefee, 
| Chairman, to whom was referred the communication of his Ex- 
| cellency the President, together with a copy of contract between 
| William G. Cooke, as Quarter Master General and William 
| Kirchburg, by which the said Kirchburg is bound to deliver a 
} number of muskets af Galveston, ete., 
| Reported by a joint resolution making appropriation to pay for 
| muskets, and recommend its passage. 
| On motion, report received, bill taken up, and 
Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, rules suspended, and 

Bill read second and third times. 

| Mr. Houston moved the suspension of the rule prohibiting 
| bills from being amended on their third reading. - 

Carried, 

Mr. Houston then offered the following amendment: n 
| ‘Provided, that the muskets shall be agreeable to contract, 
| and that they shall stand the proof to which muskets are subject 
| by inspection, before they are passed and received.’ 

| The question on the amendment being taken, was adopted. 
The question being then taken, the bill passed. 

The engrossing committee made the following report: 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 

Jatiuary 30, 1841. 
| The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report, 
that they have examined the following: 
F A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to the act regulat- 
| ing the duties of probate courts, and the settlement of succes- 
sions 
And an act to consolidate the several appropriations for the 
| navy department; 
| And an act fixing the time of holding the district court in the 
į county of Ward. 
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And find the same to be correctly engrossed. 
THOS, B. HULING, Chairn, 


Which report was adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report : 


ComMITTEE Room, ) 
Jan. 30, 1841. f 

The committee on enrolled bills, have examined the fol. 
lowing acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, to wit: 

An act to establish and incor porate Trinity College; 

An act to incorporate the Galveston University; 

An act to establish and incorporate the Gaudalupe College; 

An act to define in part the boundaries of the county of 
Washington, and to create the county of Navasota; 

An act incorporating the Galveston Artillery Company; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of G. W. E peu de- 
ceased; T 

And an act for the relief of John R, Welsh. 

Said acts and joint resolution having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House, President pro tem. of the Senate, and en- 
dorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they originated in the House ol 
Representatives, (with the exception of the last above mention 
tioned act, which originated in the Senate, and was endorsed by 
the Secretary of the Sena‘e accordingly, j were presented to the 
President for his consideration on the 29th inst. 

A. © ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Uill, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to an act 
to reorganize the several judicial districts, and to create the sixth 
and seventh districts; 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second and third times, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of the 
Clerk of the Naval Bureau, with amendments. 

In accordanse with the request of the Senate, the Speaker 
appointed a committee of conference on a bill supplementary to 
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| of the first judicial district. 
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an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for 
issuing patents to legal claimants, consisting of Messrs. Hill, 
Van Ness, Latimer, Usher and Barnett, 

Joint resolution for the relief of the Clerk of the Naval Bu- 


| eau, was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate concur- 


red in. 
Mr. Mayfield gave notice that he should file a protest against 


| the final passage of a bill to incorporate the Franco Texiau, 


etc., company. 
A joint resolution authorizing the Chief Justices of counties 


| to issue writs of election; 


Read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Wim. W. Alsbury; 

Read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Blow, rule suspended, and 

Resolution read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, requesting the ap- 


| pointment of a committee of conference, on an act of limitations, 
| to act in conjunction with a like committee on part of the 
| Senate. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 


| that the Senate were, in accordance with a resolution, now rea- 


dy to proceed to the election of a Judge for the first judicial dis- 


| trict, Also, for the election of Cuief Justices for such counties 
| as may be vacant. 


On motion of Mr, Van Ness, the House now procecded to the 
above named elections: 


Mr. Smith of M. nominated Mr. Thomes Johnston for Judge 
Mr. Smith of B, nominated Tod Robinson for the same office. 
Mr. Haynie nominated Anthony Shelby forthe same. 

Mr. Haynie nominated Musgrove Evans for Chief Justice for | 


| Travis county. 


Mr. Haynie also nominated Henry Millard for the same. 

Mr. Arnett nominated James Baldridge for Menard county. 
Mr. Menefee nominated Virgil A. Stewart, for Ward county. 
Mr. Van Zandt nominated Wm. Elliott, for Panola county. 
Mr. Latimer nominated R. Sandusky, for Pascal county. 

Mr. Porter nominated O. H, King, - do. do. 

Mr. Coles nominated Gideon Walker, for Navasoto county. 
Mr. Latimer nominated Gilbert Clarke, for Red River county. 
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Mr, Buling nominated Martin B. Lews, for Jasper county. 

_ There being no other nominations, the Clerk was instructed 
to inform the Senate of the above. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the house 
that they had no other nominations order than those made by 
the House, except the nomination of 

John Delapp, for Chief Justice of Ward county. 

The House now proceeded to vote for Judge of first judicial 
district, and voted viva voce. t 

Those members voting for Thomas Johnston, were 

Messrs. Suecaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Einsworth, 
Grigsby, Till, Houston, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, Mur- 
chison, Miller, Porter, Rogers, Smith of M. and Thomas.— 
19 votes. 

Those members voting for Tod Robinson, were 

Messrs, Blow, Hulinz, Haigier, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
Roberts, Smith of B., Thatcher, Usher; Van Ness, Van Zandt 
and Wright—13 votes. 

The member voting for Anthony Shelby, was 

Mr. Hay nie—1 vote. 

The house now proceeded to the voting for Chief Justices of 
the above named counties, and voted viva voce. 

Those members voting for Musgrove Evans, for Chief Jus- 
tice of Travis county, were 

Messsr. Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Hill, 
Haynie, Lann, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Reily Roberts, Rogers, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van 
Zandt and Wright—21 votes. 

Those members voting for Henry Millard, for the same 
county, were - 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Grigsby, Huling, Houston, Haigler, 
Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Smith of B., Smith of 
Rf. and Usher—9 votes. - 

There being no other candidates— : 

James Baldridge received thirty-four votes, for Menard co, 

Wm. Elliott, thirty-four votes, for Panola county; 

G. Walker, thirty-four votes, for Navasoto county; 

G. Clarke, thirty-four votes, for Red River county; 

M. B. Lewis, thirty-four votes, for Jasper county. 

Those members voting for Virgil A. Stewart, for Ward coun- 
y, Were 
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Messrs. Speaker, Arneti, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Busworth, Grigsby, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Lati- 
| mer, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
| Porter, Reily, Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, 
| Van Ness and Van Zandt—29 votes. 

Those members voting for John Delapp, for the same county, 


| were 


Messrs, Huling, Haigler, Roberts, Usher and Wright—5 
votes. 

Those members voting for R. Tankersly, for Pascal county, 
were 

Messsr. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Grigs- 
by, Hill, Houston, Haynie, Latimer, Menefee, Mayfield, Reily, 
| Rogers, Smith of B., Sonth of M., Thomas, Usher and Wright 
| —19 votes. 
| Those voting for O. H. King, for the same county, were 
| Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Huling, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Mur- 
_ chison, Menard, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Roberts, Thatcher, 
Van Ness and Van Zandt—15 votes. 

The following message was received from the Senate: 


SENATE CHAMBER, | 
| Jan. 29, 1841. ; 
| To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, ` 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Sir—'The following is the result of the vote in the Senate, in 
the election for Judge of the first judicial district: 


Anthony Shelby, - - ~- - 0 votes. 
Tod Robinson, = - x - ~ £ 
Thos. Johnston, - p : è 8 & 


For Chief Justices of counties: 


Menard county, - - J. W. Baldridge, - - 8 votes 
s i - - - D. Dawson, - - - -83 «“ 
Travis “ - - - M.Evans, - - - - 7 & 
í“ «= . - - H. Millard, - - - -5 & 
Ward “oè . . - V, A. Steward - - -6 «“ 
és sa -= - - John Delapp, - - - 5 & 
Panola “ - - - - Wm. Elliot,- - ~- -9 & 
ys “a. - =- - D. Dawson, - - - 3 & 
Pascal “ - - - Robt Tankersly, - - 1 # 
st *. - « - O.H.King, - - - 9 & 
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Pascal county, - - D. Dawson,- - - - 1 votes, 
Navosoto “- - - - G. Walker, - - - -9 «& 
és t a -= «= D. Dawson, - - - 2 & 
Red Rivers - - - - Gilbert Clarke, - - 13 & 
Jasper - - - M.B. Lewis, - - -13 & 


ANSON JONES, 
President pro tem, of the Senate, 
Attest, 


Jno. D. M’Lzon, Secretary ofthe Senate. 


RECAPITULATION. 

<homas Johnston, for Judge of the first judicial district, re- 
ceived twenty-seven votes. 

Tod Robinson, for the same office, received nineteen votes, 

Authony Shelbe, for the same office received one vote. 

For Chief Justices of Counties. 

James Baldridge received thirty-four votes, for Chief Justice 
of Menard county, 

Three s-attering votes, for the same county. 

Musgrove Evans received twenty-eight votes for Chief Jus- 
tice of Travis county. 

Henry Millard received eighteen votes for the same office. 

Virgil A, Stewart received thirty-five votes for Chief Justice 
of Ward county. 

John Delapp received ten votes for the same office. 

Wm. Hilott received forty-three votes for Chief Justice of 
Panola county. 

Three scatt ‘ring votes for the same county. 

Robert 'Yankersly received twenty votes for Chief Justice ol 
Pascal county. 

O. H. King received twenty-four votes for the same office. 

One scattering vete, fr the same county. 

G. Walker, received forty-three votes, for Chief Justice of 
Navasoto county. 

Gilbert Clarke received forty-seven votes for Chicf Justice of 
Red River county. - 

Martin B. Lewis received forty-seven votes, for Chief Justice 
of Jasper county. 

Mr. Thomas Johnston having received a majority of all the 
votes given by beth houses of Congress, was declared by the 
Speaker to be duly and constitutionally elected Judge of thefirst 
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jidicial district of the Republic of Texas, for the next ensuing 
four years. 

Mr. J. W. Baldridge having received a majority of all the 
votes given for Chief Justice of Menard county; 

Mr. Virgil A. Stewart having received a majority of all the 
votes given for Chief Justice of Ward oounty; 

Mr. Wm. Exlhott having received a majority of all the votes 
given for Chief Justice of Panola county; 

Mr. O. H. King having received a majority of all the votes 
siveti for Chief Justice of Paseal county; 

Mr. G. Walker having received a majority of all the votes 
given for Chief Justice of Navasoto county, 

Mr. Gilbert Clark having received all the votes given for 
Chief Justice of Red River county; wo 

Mr. Martin B. Lewis having received all the votes given for 
Chief Justice of Jasper; 

They were declared by the Speaker, dnly and constitutional- 
ly elected Chief Justices for their respective counties, as above 
mentioned, for the next ensuing fonr years. 

Mr. Musgrove Evans having received a majority of all the 
votes given for Chief Justice oj Travis county, was declared by 
the Speaker, duly and constitutionally elected Chief Justice for 
sud county, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of the 
Hon. J. W. Smith, for the unexpired term, 

Mr. Usher moved to take up a bill to provide for the erection 
ofa penitentiary. Lost. 

Mr. Roberts gave notice that he should enter his protest 
against the final passage of a bill authorizing M’Kinney, Will- 
ams & Co. to issue their notes for circulation as money. 

The committee on naval affairs, T. Pillsbury, chairman, to 
which was referred the joint resolution for the relief of George 
Wheelright, 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended 
its passage, 

Report received, and joint resolution laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. 


ce 
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The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present. 

'The House proceeded to business. 

The committee on military affairs, Harrison, Chairman, to 
which was referred a bill authorizing the Secretary of War to 
sell certain government property; 

Reported the same back to the House and recommended its 
passage. 

Report received, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, bill taken up, and the rule 
suspended, and 

iii read hurd time and passed. 

On motion of sit, | homas, the several bills on the subject of 
finance were taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House resolved itself into 
a com rittee of the whole on the same, 

Mr. Pilispu;y in the Chair. 

After some time spent t ercin, the committee rose, reported 
the bills, together with two resolutions. fo the House: 

Also, a proposed amendment to one of the resolutions, and 
requested the House to take action on the same, 

The following is one of the resolutions, viz: 

‘Resolved, F hat in the opinion of this House, it is deemed 
expedient that the direct taxes and land dues, shall hereafter be 
collected in gold and silver, treasury warrants, or the promissory 
notes of the ‘government, at their market value. 

The nendin proposed by the committee, was to strike off 
the words ‘at their market value)? 

The ayes and nays were called for on the adoption of the 
amendment, and stocd thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Barnett, Coles, Harrison, Hill, Houston, 
Haynie, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, 
Smith of B., Thomas; Thatcher, Usher and Van Zandt—1f. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Huling. Haigler, J ohns, Lann, Murchison, 
Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Smith of M., Van Ness and 
Wright—17. 


There being a tie, the amendment was rejected. 
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The question then being taken on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, the ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Huling, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Murchison, 
Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of M., Thatcher 
and Van Ness—18. 

NÆYS— Messrs. Barnett, Coles, Harrison, Hill, Houston, 
Haynie, Latımer, Menefee, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, 
Smith of B, Thomas, Usher, Van Zandt aud Wright—17. 

Adopted, 

The following is the other resoluNon offered by the commit- 
tee, VIZ; 

‘Resolved, That it is deemed expedient that the impost duties 
be hereafter collected in gold and silver, or treasury warrants.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, aud stood 
as follows; 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, -Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Huling, Houston, Uaigler, Lann, Murchison, Menard, 
Mayfield, Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher 
and Van Ness—18. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Coles, Harrison, Hill, 
Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Porter, Roberts, 

-Rogers, Smith of B., Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—17. 

Adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had disagreed to all the amendments of the 
House to a joint resolution for the relief of the clerks, door keep- 
ers and sergeant-at-arms of the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives. 

Mr. Caldwell moved a reconsideration of the vote on the pas- 
sage of a bill for the relief of the chief Clerks of the Naval and 
other bureaux. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to adjourn until Monday morning 
nine o'clock. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the House adjourned until seven 
o'clock, p. m. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 
The roll was called, and a quorum present, 


y 
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‘The House proceeded to business, 

Joint resolution for the relief of the Clerks of Congress, etc., 
taken up. 

On‘motion of Mr. Pillsbury, the House insisted on its amend- 
ments. 

‘The committee of conference, Mr. J. A. Greer, chairman, on 
the part of the Senate, and Mr. G. W. Hill, chairman, ofi the 
part of the House, to whom was referred a bill supplementary 
to an act to dotect fraudulent laud certificates, etc., 

Reported that the committee had agreed to the following 
amendment to the tenth section, viz: 

Strike out of said tenth section, after the word ‘patent,’ in the 
sixth line, and iusert the following: a 

‘In the name of the assignee whose name appears in the certi- 
ficate; provided, that upon application for such patents, the 
person so applying shall be required to present, or exhibit to the 
Commis-ioner of the General Land Office, a regular train of 
transfer, duly au heuticated, from the original clumants.’ 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the proviso to the above amend- 
ment of the committee, was struck out. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment to the tenth 
section of the bill, to-wit: 

in line tenth, afer the words ‘to the’ insert the words origi- 
nal claimant, and deliver the same to.’ 

Adopted. - 

An act to consolidate certain appropriations; 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

An act prescribing the mode ın which married persons may 
dispose of their property; 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

Joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to 
relinquish certain lands; 

Read third time. 

Mr. Hayuie moved its indefinite postponement. 

Lost. 

The question being taken on its final passage, the ayes and 
nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, Harri- 
son, Huling, Haigler, Latimer, Menefee, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Porter, Smith of M., Thomas and Usher—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Houston. 
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Hayme, Johns, Laan, Mayfield, Roberis, Rogers, Van Ness, 
and Wright—13. 


Carried, and bill passed. 
| Mr. Blow moved to take up a bill. for relief of Ludlow, Disney 
and Graham. Lost, f ! 

An act supplementary to an act to provide for the return of 
surveys, colection of government dues on land, etc., taken up 
on its second reading. t> 

On motion of Mr, Latimer, all that part relative to imprison- 
ment, was stricken ont. 

On motion of Mr. Blow, tbe rule was suspended, and 

Bul read third time and passed. ` 

g@ A bill to quiet the laud claims of the Republic of Texas, taken 
g up on its second reading, 
a The following amendment of the committee, was adopted by 

the House: 
| In section seventh, strike out ‘twenty months, and insert 
q ‘twelve.’ 
| Mr. Pillsbury moved to lay the bill on the table. 
| Mr. Latumer moved to lay the bill on the table until Tuesday 
I next. Lost. 
} The question being taken on striking out the ninth section, 
į the ayes and nays were called for, aud stood thus: 
| AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, 
] Grigsby, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, 
{ Johns, Lann, Menard, ‘Menefee, Murchison, Mayfield. Pills- 
f bury, Porter. Roberts, Thomas, Usher and Van Ness—24. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Ensworth, Latimer, Miller, Ro- 
| gers, Smith of M. and Wright.—7. 
a Carried, and section stricken out. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

| ‘Be it further enacted, That, all equitable titles sanctioned by 
|the constitution and laws, issued to colonists or settlers, as head 
lrights, are exempt from the provisions of this bill, and that the 
same are hereby confirmed; Provided, the same does not exceed 
Jone league and labor, or the augmentation allowed by law.’ 

Mr. Hill moved to amend by inserting ‘legal.’ 

Adopted. 
| Mr. Roberts moved to strike out that part which confirms 
ititles. Rejected. . 

Mr. Wright offered the following amendment: 
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‘Provided those to whom such titles were issued, are citizens 
‘i this Republic’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on this amendment, 
and stood thus: 

AY ES—Alessrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Hill, Haynie, 
Hann, Latimer, Aiurehison, ‘Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of 
M. and Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huhng, Houston, Haigler, Johns, Menefee, Menard, 
Miller, May fivid, Pillsbury, ‘Thomas, Usher and Van Ness—18, 

Rejected. 

‘The question being taken on the adoption of Mr. Mayfield’s 
amendment, the ayes ‘and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AY is — Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Hunting, Houston, Haigler, Lann, Menefee, Menard, 
Mayfie! d, Pulsbury, ‘Thomas, Usher and Van Ness—17. 

NAYS— Messrs. B'ow, Barnett, Ensworth, Hill, Hanyie, 
Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Porter; Roberts, Rogers, 
Smith of M. and Wright—l4. 

Carried and amendment adopted. 

Mr. Menard moved to strike out the caption, and insert, ‘A 
i to create a law suit for every person in the Republic.’ 

20Sf, 

The question then being taken, the bill passed to a third 
readiug, 

i An act supplementary to an act, for the relief of Jonathan 
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Joint resolution for the reliefof William H. Murray; 

Read third time, and passed. 

| A bill appropriating twenty thousand dollars for the payment 
| of military and civil expenses, on second reading. 

| Mr. Hill moved to strike ont that portion relating to civil list. 
Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Tull, the rule was further suspended, and 
Bul read third time and passed, as amended. 

< Mr. Menard moved the House to adjourn until ten o'clock, 
| Monday morning. Lost. 

= An act to make certain offences therein named grand larceny, 
andto prescribe their punishment, on second reading. 

| The question on the engrossment; the ayes andr nays were 
| calied for, and stood as follows: 

; AYES — Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Grigsby, Hill, Latimer, 
| Murchison, Roberts, ‘| homas and Usher—49. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Har- 
son, Huling, Houston, HMaigler. Haynie, Johns, Lann, Mene- 
| fee, Menard, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, Smith of M., Van Ness 
and Wright—19. 

Lost. 

An act to incorporate the Austin Lyceum, on second reading. 
fF «©The following amendment of committee, viz: In section one, 
| strike out whatever, and insert ‘not to exceed fifty thous sand 
dollars? Was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, rule suspended, and 

Bul read thira time aud passed. 

A bill for the refer or Moria Jest. dhe tiata. 
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On motion of Mr. Viomas, the Hense adjourned unte ton 
6 c.ack, Monday Morning. 
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Monpay, February 1, 1841. 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, 
Latimer, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, 
Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, 
Yan Ness, Yan Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Smith of B., introduced a preamble to an act to consoli- 
date and fund the publie debt; preamble laid on the table to 
come up with the above named bill. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill to be entitled an act authorizing 
the holders of promissory notes, bonds and funded dec bt, to sur- 
render the same and receive in lieu thereof land scrip: 

Also, that a bill to provide for the appointment of auctioneers 
for the city of Galveston, had been rejected. 

A committee of conference made the following report: 
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CoMMITTEE Room, ? 
Feb. 1, 1841. 
To the Hon. David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
_ The committee of conterence to whom was referred an act of 
limitations, have agreed to the following amendments, to wit: a 


ay. 


© ocovtibate ter ehou gut, “trae out S barn thi eul, adr ae 
to secto pweuly aide and add &ctons tents Iih, sak 

Cwentyaixtl gud twemy seventh. as substitutes, and the e- 
vate agree ty adopt the other an-udments made by the House. 
Your committee have therefore imstrneted ns to report tbe saipe 
Lack to the Honse and Senate, and recommend therr concur- 
rence in the same, 

R. POTTER, Chin Senate. 

I, VAN ZANT, Ch’n House, 


Which report was adopted, 

The committee on the judiciary, I. Van Zandt, Chairman, to 
whom was referred a res lution instructing them to inquire into 
the expediency of providing by law forthe support aud educa- 
tion of indigent orphans; 

Reported by a b:ll making the provisions required in the re- 
solution and recommended its passage 

Report received, and 

Bill read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the rule was suspended, and 

Bull read second time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, rule further suspended, and 

Bull read third time and passed. 

The committee on the judiciary, L Van Zandt. Chairman, to 
which was referred an act, entitled an act to amend an act esta- 
blishing fees of office, and for other purposes: 

Also a substitute for the same; 

Reported them back to the House, and recommended the 
passage of the substitute. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Ifouse of the passage of a joint resolution for the relief of Ellen 
Cash. 

T'he enrolling committee made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, ? 
Feb. 1, 1841. 
The committee on enrolled bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, to wit: 
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An act to organize a part of the county of Harrison, for judi- 
cial and other purposes; 

An act to organize a part of the county of Houston, for judi- 
cial and other purposes; 

An act to incorporate the Texas Trading, Mining and Emi- 
grating Company; 

Joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to 
enter a credit upon the books of the office, for the purposes 


. therein named; 


And a joint resolution for the relief of J. B. Roberson. 

Said acts and joint resolutions having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House, President pro tem. of the Senate, and en- 
dorsed by the Chief Clerk, that they originated in the House of 
Representatives, were presented to the President for his const- 


deration on the 30th ult. 
A. 5. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Van Ness moved to take up a bill supplementary to an 
act to detect fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for is- 
suing patents to legal claimants, together with the amendments 
offered by the committee of conference. 

Carried. 

Mr. Menefee moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting 
the amendments made by the House to the amendments offered 
by the committee of conference. . 

Carried; and vote reconsidered. 

Mr. Menefee moved the adoption of the report of the com- 
mittee of conference, 

Mr. Thomas moved to lay the bill onthe table. Lost. 

The question then beiig taken on Mr. Menefee’s motion te 
adopt the report of the committee of conference; 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Barnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, Huling, 
Hill, Haynie, Lana, Menefee, Miller, Roberts, Smith of M., 
Usher, Van Ness and Yan Zandt—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, 
Haigler. Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Menard, Mayfield, Pills- 
bury, Reily, Rogers, Smith of B, Thomas, Thatcher and 
Wright—18. 

So the amendments were rejected. 
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| A bill to encourage emigration, by regulating the collection cf 
| certain foreign debts; 

| Read third time, 

| ‘The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
| stood thus: 

| AYES—Messrs. Caldwell, Ensworth, Harrison, Haigler, 
| Haynie, Lann, .fenefee, Muller, Wayfield, Smith of B., Van 
i: Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—13. 

| WNAYS—vwAlessrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Grigsby, 
Huling, Hill, Houston, Latimer, Menard, Pillsbury. Reily, 
Roberis, Rogers, Sauth of M., ‘ihomas, Thatcher and Usher 
—18. The bul was rejected. 

Mr. Coles mived a reconsideration ot the vote on the rejection 
of the report of the committee of conference on a bill supple- 
mentary ta an act to detect fraudnient land certificates, etc. 

On motion of Mr Van Zandt, Mr. Cole’s motion was laid on 
the table. 

A bill to repeal the seventh section of an act supplementary 
toan act to raisea public revenue by direct taxation, and for 
other purposes; 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, rule further suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, a joint resolution to suspend a 
joint resolution for the adjournment of Congress, sine die, 
taken up. 

Mr. Van Ness moved to strike out the words, ‘until further 
action of Congress, and insert ‘8d of February.’ 

A division of the question being called for, the question to 
strike out was carried. ; ; 

Mr. Miller moved to insert ‘the 6th February.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and 
stood thus: 

AY HS—Messrs. Speaker, Harrison, Huling, Hill, Haigler, 
Hanyie, Lann, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
Rely, Smith of B. and Van Zandt—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Johns, Latimer, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Usher and Wrigut—16, Lost, 
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Mr. Van Zandt moved to insert 5th February. 

On motion of Mr. Van'Ness, the resolution was laid on the 
table until three o’clock. | 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, a bill for the redemption of the 
promissory notes of the government of this Republic, was 
taken up. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved its indefinite postponement. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the roll of the House was called. 

Mr. Porter msved the previous question. 

The question then being taken, shall the main question be 
now put, was carried. 

The main question, shall the bill be indefinitely postponed, 
was now taken. - 

n which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
tnus: . 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Gngsby, Harrison 
Till, Haynie, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Porter, 
Roberts, Rogers, Sm.th of B., Usher, Van Zandt and Wright 
—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, 
Huling, Houston, Haigler, Johns, Lann, Menard, Mayfield, 
Pillsbury, Reily, Smith of M., Thomas, ‘Thatcher and Van 
Ness—17. Carried. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had appointed a committee of conference on a 
joint resolution for the relief of the clerks, door keepers, and 
selgeants-at-arms of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

Also, of their concurrence in the amendments ol the House, 

io a bill making an appropriation of eight thousand dollars, for 
purposes therein named. 

Mr. Thatcher moved a reconsideration of the vote on the re- 
jection of a bill to encourage emigration by the regulation of 
the collection of certain foreign debts. 

Mr. Kaufman moved to lay the motion on the table. 

Lost. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the reconsideration 
of the above named vote, and stood thus: : 

AYES—Messrs. Caldwell, Ensworth, Harrison, Huling, 
Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Porter, 
Smith of B, Smith of M, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Ness and Wright—i8, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Syeaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, 


Grigsby, Hill, Houston, Johns, Latimer, Menard, Mayfield, 


Pillshury, Reily, Roberts, Rogers and Van Zandt—17. 

Carried; and yote reconsidered. 

The question then being taken on the final passage of the bill, 
the ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—-Messrs, Caldwell, Ensworth, Harrison, Huling, 
Haigier, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, 
Porter, Smith of B, Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness and 
Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, 
Grigsby, Hill, Houston, Johns, Latimer, Menard, Pillsbury, 
Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M. and Usher—17, | 

The bill passed.’ 

Mr. Houston moved te amend the eaption, by striking out 
the word 4emigtation,’ and insert in lieu thereof, the word 
‘swindling, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the House adjourned until three 
o’clock, p. m. - 


‘THREE o’CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was catled, and a quorum present. 

The House proceeded to busiviess. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, a committee ef conference was 
appointed on a joint resolution for the relief of the Clerks, Ser- 
geants-at-arms, and Deorkeepers of the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives, consisting of Messrs, Van Ness, Menefee, Usher, 
Reily and Murchison. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, a resolution to postpone a joint 
resolution of Congress te adjourn sine die, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Haigler, the resolution was laid on the 
table, 

Mr. Mayfield moved. a reconsideration of the vote passing a 
bill entitled an act to eneowsage emigration by regulating the 
mode of collecting certain foreign debts. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the motion was laid on the table. 

An act to consolidate certain appropriations; 

Read third time and passed. 
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A bill prescribing the mode in which married -persons may 
dispose of their separate property; ` 

Read third time and passed. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a joint resolution, direct- 
ing the Secretary of War to appoint persons for certain pur- 
poses, etc.; i 

Read first time. 


'The questiou then being taken on its passage to a second 
reading, the ayes and nays were called {or, and stood thus; 

AY ES-—Messrs. Bow, Easworth, Huling, Houston, Ræigler, 
Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, smith o: B. and 'Thatcher—10. 

NAYS—Messrs Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
Grigsby, Muil, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Murchison, 
Menetee, Miller, Pillsbury, Rogers, Snuth of M., Thomas, 
Usher, and Van Zandt—20, Í 

Bul rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of B., a resolution to postpone a 
joint resolution of Congress to adjourn sine die, was taken up. 

Mr. ‘Thatcher moved a call of the House. 

Lost. 

The question then being taken on Mr. Van Zandt’s motion 
to fill the blank with Friday the 5th instant, was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Pilisbury, the blauk was filled with Thurs- 
day the Ath instant. ` 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the resolution of the Senate re- 


quiring that no new business should be received after the 30th 
January, was indefimteiy postponed. 


Mr. Thomas offer -d the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That hereafter no member shall speak more than 
ten minutes on any question, nor more than onee unless by 
leave of two-thirds of the House, during the present session of 
Congress. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment: 

Strike out ‘no member,’ and insert ‘the member from Austin 
county.’ Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the resolution was laid on the 
table. - 

Mr. Menefee, by leave, introduced a bill entitled an act to 
compel certain «-fiicers therein named to perform the duties re- 


quired of them hy law, and for other purposes; 
Read first time. 
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On motion of Mr, Menefee, the rule was suspended, and 
Bill read second time, and 
| On motion of Mr, Hill, referred to the committee on the 
E judiciary. - 
A bill for the relief of Maria Jesus de Garcia; 
Read third time, and passed.- 
| Mr. Thatcher moved the House proceed to the consideration 
t of the finance bills. 
| On motion of Mr. Smith of B., an act to raise a public revenue 
| by direct taxation, was taken up. 
Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment to the twel{th 
| section: 
| In third line, after the word ‘license, insert ‘Provided the 
f same are not of the growth or mannfacture of this Republic’ 
| Adopted. a 
Mr. Hili moved to strike out the thirteenth section. Lost. 
Mr. Latimer moved to strike out the fourteenth section. 
| Mr. Hill offered the following amendments to section four- 
| teenth: 3 
| In first line strike out ‘any’ and insert ‘every:’ in same line, 
| strike out ‘may, and insert ‘shall; in second line, strike out 
| ‘either;’ also, strike out all after the word ‘resides.’ Adopted. 
| Mr. Wright moved to amend the T section, by insert- 
| ing after the words ‘promissory notes, ‘audited paper.’ 
| Adopted. 
| Mr. Haynie moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing to 
| strike out the thirteeuth and fourteenth sections. dost, 
| On motion otf Mr. Menefee, the bill was laid on the table. 
| A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
| of the passage of a bill authorizing McKinney, Wiliams & 
Go., to issue their notes for circulation as money, with amend- 
ments: : 
| Also, of the passage of a joint resolution, to perform certain 
| duties therein named. 
’ On motion of Mr. Kaufman, æ bill to amend an act, entitled 
' an act to raise a pubHe revenue by direct taxation, approved 
16th January, 1840, was taken up. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following additional section: 

Be it further enacted, etc., That hereafter there shalt be levied, 
assessed and collected, only one-fourth of one per ceptum ad 
valorem, on all real, personal, or mixed property, in this Repub- 
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iic, which shall be levied and collected in the manner heretofore § 
prescribed by law. 

On motion of Vir. Haigler, the bill was referred to the com $ 
mittee on the judiciary. i . 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the $ 
House that they had concurred in the amendments made to a f 
joint resolution postponing the adjournment of -Congress f 
sine die: 

Also, of the rejection of a bill authorizing the issuing of land 
certificates to seamen. 

Mr. Haynie moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing to f 
engross a bill declaring certain offences grand larceny. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the House adjourned until seven 
o’clock, p. m. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P, M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

‘The House proceeded io business. 

‘The question now being taken on the adoption of the addi- 
tional section offered by Mr Mayfield toa bill to amend an ict 
to raise a public jgvenue by direct taxation, approyed 16th 
January, 1849. , 

‘The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and | 
stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Ensworth, Harrison, Huling, Houston, | 
Menard, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Thateher and Yan Zandt f 


amarante 


NAYS— Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, 
Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Jahns, Laun, Menefee, Murchison, Mil- 
ler, Smith of B., ‘Thomas, Usher, Van Ness and Wnght—18, 

Rejected. 

Mr. Haynie moved that the House resolve itself inte a com- 
mittee of the whole on the same. 

Lost, 

Mr. Haigler moved the reference of the bill to the judiciary 
committee. Lost. 

Mr. Kanfman offered the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, ‘Fhat in no instance shall the county 
tax exceed one-fourth of the tax paid to the Republic,’ 
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Mr. Hill moved to strike out ‘one-fourth,’ and insert ‘one-half’? 
Lost. 

Mr, Porter moved to lay the bill on the table until three 
o’clook, p. m, Tuesday evening. Lost. 

Mr. Mayfield the following asa substitute for Mr. Kaufman’ S 
section: 

‘Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That no county shall levy and 
collect any tax for county purposes, exceeding one-half oi. the 
amount assessed as a state tax, and no city or corporation shall 
assess.and collect more than one-fourth assessed by the county, 
and the same shall at all times be payable and receivable in the 
same kind of funds that the state tax shall be payable in? Re- 
jected. 

The question then being faken on the adoption of Mr. Kauf- 
man’s section, the ayes and nays were called tor and stood thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, (a.dwell, € oles, Grigsby, 
Harrison, Huling, Houston, Hagler, Jobus, ‘Lann, Menefee, 
Murchison, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., 
Thomas and Usher—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Ensworth, Hill. Haynie, Miller, 
Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—9. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following additional] section: 

‘Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That no tax shall be levied or 
collected in any county, on any pediar, or vendor of any goods, 
wares, or merchanudize, of any description whatsoever, pro- 
vided the same be of the growth or manufacture of this Re- 
public? Adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment to second section: 

Strike out ‘proper officers oi the respective county,’ and in- 
sert ‘sheriff of the county in which the lands upon which such 
tax was paid may be situated.’ Adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following additional seetion: 

‘Be it further enacted, hat, that portion of the act to 
which this is a supplement, which require the county Surveyor 
and county Recorder to make out and deliver to the Assessors of 
the several counties, au abstract of land titles and eld notes-re- 
corded in their respective offices, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed.’ Rejected. 

Mr. Kaufman offered the follawing five additional sections: 

‘9, Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
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Commissioner of Revenue to transmit by the first of March, 
each and every year, or as soon thereafter as practicable, to the 
assessor for that year, and of the proper county, a certificate, 
(where such is the fact,) that there has been no.assessment made 
in said county the year previous, ner taxes collected, upon the 
receipt of which it shall be the duty of said Assessor to proceed 
to assess a tax far the previous year, as well as the year in which 
the assessment is made, and the Sheriff shali collect the same. 

‘10. Be it farther enacted, That should the Commissioners of 
Roads and Revenue, for any reason, fail to Appoint an Assessor 
for the county, by the first Monday in March of each year, it 
shall be the duty of the Chief Justice of the connty to make the 
appointment within the time prescribed by the act to which 
this isa supplement; and should the Chief Justice of the coun- 
ty be unable to procure any individual to accept of the appoint- 
ment of Assessor, he sha:] offer said appointment to the Clerk 
of the county court of said county, who is hereby required to 
accept of said appointment, and discharge the duties pertaining 
thereto; and on his failure to do so, he shall, on conviction 
thereof before the District Court, be fined m a sum of not more 
than five thousand dollars, at the discretion of the court, be 
dismissed from office, and be forever thereafter, incapable of 
holding any office of honor, profit or trust, in this Republic. 

S11 Beit further enacted, That any Clerk, Sheriff, Assessor, 
Coroner, or any other officer who may resign his office for the 
purpose of evading a discharge of their duties, or who may ne- 
giect to discharge the same, shall be subject to indictment for 
2 high misdemeanor. and on conviction thereof, shall be fined 
in a sum of not less than five thousand dollars, at the diseretion 
ofthe Court, and be dismissed fiom office. 

‘12, Be it further enacted, That no individual over the age 
ef forty-five years, shall be compelled to pay a poll tax. 

: 13. Be it further enacted, That this act take effect from and 
after ifs passage.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That after the passage of this act, only 
four horses or four mules, be exempted from the provisions of 
the act to which this is a supplement.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Arnett, Caldwell, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, 
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| Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Menefee, Murchison, Me- 


nard, Miller, Mayfield, Roberts, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatch. 
er: Usher, Van Zandt and Wright—2zl. ‘ 
NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Coles, Grigsby, Harrison, 


| Lann and Porter—7. 


Adopted. 
Mr. Mayfield offered the following additional section : 
‘Be it further enacted, That all bachelors over the age of 


| twenty years, shall be taxed fifty dollars per annum, and all 
| over the age of thirty years, shall be taxed in the sum of one 
| hundred dollars per annum, and the same when collected, shall 
| be paid into the county treasury, for the support of the widows 


; and orphans of the county in which such bachelor or bachelors 


F may reside. 


Mr. Porter moved to amend by inserting ‘that all widowers 


| shall be taxed fifty dollars.’ 


a tN 


Mr. Menard moved to amend, by adding ‘that all married 
men who are absent from their wives three months, shall be 
taxed fifty dollars, which tax shall be appropriated for the sup- 
port of the bastard children of the county,’ 

Rejected. 

Mr. Menard offered the following additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That no corporation taxes sha}! exceed. 


the amount of taxes raised for county purposes, and both shall 
| becollectedin the same currency as the general taxes.’ 


Adopted. 
Mr. Hill offered the following additional section: 
‘Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Chief 


| Justices of each aud every county of this Republic, to approve 
| the account of the county Recorder and county Surveyor of 


| their respective counties, for twenty-five cents for every hun- 


F dred words which may be contained in the abstracts made out 


pec sarees asi 


and furnished by them to the assessors of direct taxes, as requir- 
ed by the act to which this 1s a supplement, and stich certificate 
of approval by the Chief Justice, shall be sufficient voucher for 
the Treasurer to pay the same.’ 

Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the vote was reconsidered reject- 
ing the section offered by Mr. Hill, to repeal that portion of the 
direct tax law, which required the county Surveyor and 
county Recorder to make out abstracts of taxes, etc. 
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The S then being taken, the section was adopted. 
se Maviid offered the following additional section: 


c 10. Bejtiurther enacted, That hereafter there shall bs 
eed and collected a tanii of one half per centum ad valorem, 
upon all negrees introdueed into Uns country, which taruf shad 
be catlected in par funds: and it shall be the duty of ereh and 
every persou Lolugiug any slave or siaves, in this country, te 
hare the same citered at the custom house of die district inte 
Waleh sucu save or slaves may be introduced, and any viola 
tin oa:tius p.w, spall subject the offender to a fine of nat less 
thas OLe huidrec doliars, and not exceeding five thousand dol- 
lars; th esime to be recovered on wdictment before any court of 
eoumetent jurisdiciion.’ 

Rejected. 

Ou inotien of Mr, Haynie, ruie suspended, and 

Bil rea} third time. 

‘Vie eyes aud nays werg calied for on its passage, and stood 
thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Coles. Ensworth, 
Gresby. Harrison. Huling, Houston, Haynie, Lann, Menetee, 

Miarenusar, Mayfield, Purter, Reily, Smith ef Bọ Thomas, 
Thetcher aud Usher—2. 

MACKS — Messrs. Hill, Haigler, Johns, Miller, Roberts, Van 
Zanat aad Wricht—7, 

Sa whe bul passed, 

Mr. Smith of Bọ, by leave, withdrew the papers of —— 
Macha wield. 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, withdrew the papers of Seth 
She- on. 

M.. Houston moved to take up a bill for the relief of Disney, 
Ludiow and Graham. 

Leost. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, a bill to alter and amend an act 
to raise a pure revenne by impost duties, and for the protec- 
uon of Texian „ancure and domestic industry, was taken up. 

Lin Kanfma mov d to amend first section, bv striking out 


atier the werds sugar, brown, the words ‘two cents,’ and Insert 
the word -fire,’ 


The eyes and nays were called on the amendment, but there 
not being a quorum, 
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On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until 
nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


Turespay, February 2, 1841. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, 
The roll was cailed, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 
Messrs, Speaker, Barnett, Ca'dweli, Coles, .Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johus, Lann, Mene- 
fee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Pillsbury, Porter, 
Roberts, Regers, Smith of Brazoria, Smith of Montgomery, 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and Wright. 
A quorum present; 
The House proceeded to business. 
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
The committee on claims and accounts, P. Usher, Chair- 
man, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of 
John D. McLeod, f 
reported unfavorably on the same. 
Which report was received,and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Haynie presented the petition of James Huckabee, 
Petition referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 
Mr. Wright, by leave, introduced a joint resolution making 
certain audited drafts or Treasury warrants receivable for go- 
vernnient dues; 
Bill read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Wright, rule suspended, and 
Bill read second time. 
Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment, to-wit: i 
Strike out ‘all government dues,’ and insert ‘only for land 
dues and direct taxes,’ 
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Amendment edopted. ; 

On motion of Mr. Wright, rule further suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, a bill authorizing McKinney, 
Williams & Co., to issue their notes for circulation as money, 
was taken up, and the following amendments offered by the 
Senate were concurred in, viz: . 

In first section, last line, strike out the word ‘currency ? in 
second section, after the word ‘presentation, insert ‘in gold or 
silver, or in the current bills of the specie paying banks of the 
United States, or money passing at par in New Orleans;’ in sec- 
tion second, after the word ‘judge; insert ‘or justice of the 
peace; in section second, after the word ‘their, insert ‘whether 
belonging to them as partners or individually, as private pro- 
perty. 

Aiso, the following additional sections, to-wit: 

‘Be it further enacted, etc, That banking privileges as a ge- 
neral sule, being inexpedient, the privilege herein granted to 
McKinney, Williams & Co., 1s conceded to them in considera- 
ation of their having made large advances to this government, 
at an early period of its existence.’ 

‘Be it further enacted, etc., That this act take effect from and 
after its passage.’ 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the motion made to reconsider 
the vote rejecting the report of the committee of conterence, on 
a bill supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certifi- 
cates, and lo provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, was 
taken up and the vote reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the amendments offered by the 
joint committee were concurred in, and the bill passed. 

A joint resolution to perform certain duties therein named; 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill was referred to the committee 
on the state of the Republic. 

The engrossing committee made the following report : 


The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined ‘an act to amend an act, entitled an 
act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation; 
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And find the same correctly engrossed. . 
THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 
The enrolling committee made the following report : 


ComviTTEE Room, 7 
Feb. 2, 1841. $ 

The committee on enrolled bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing acts, which they find correctly enrolled, to wil: 

An act supplementary to an act to establish and incorporate 
Rutersville College, approved Feb. 5th, 1840; 

An act to repeal so much of an act as provides for Consular 
certificates; 

And an act appropriating eight thousand dollars to meet ex- 
penses of government. 

The first above acts originated in the House of Representa- 
tives, the two last in the Senate, and having been endorsed to 
that effect accordingly, signed by the Speaker of the House, 
ane President pro tem. of the Senate, were presented to ihe 
President tor his consideration on the Ist inst. 

- A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, withdrew the papers of N. Townsend. 

A bill to amend an act establishing fees of office, and for 
other purposes, was taken up on its second reading. 

Question being taken on the adoption of the substitute offer- 
ed by the committee, was adopted, 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. 

An act to repeal an act to provide for the redemption of the 
promissory notes, etc.; 

Read second time. 

Mr. Smith of B., moved to lay the bill on the table, 

Lost, and the bul passed toʻa third reading, 

An act to make certain offences therein named grand larceny, 
and to provide their punishment; 

Read second time. 

The question on engrossment being taken; the ayes and 
nays were called for, and stood as follows: 


elidel ne 


AYES --Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, 
tsrigsby, Huling, Hall, Houston, Lann, Menefee, Miller, Pills- 
bury, Reily, Robeits, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Zandt and Wiight—22. 

NAYS—wMessrs. Barnett, Ensworth, Haigler, Haynie, 
Johns, Mayfield, Porter, Rogers, Smith of M. and Van Ness 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On mouon of Mr. M ler, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third ume and passed. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Thomas, a joint resolution for the reliet of 
George Wheelwright, was taken ap on its second reading, ¢ and 
the substitute offered by the committee adopted. 

Mr. Housion offered the following amendment: 

Insert after the word ‘dollars; for pay due him up to the 
25th of January, 18417 ‘and also the sum of three thoussnd, 
in remuneration of his expeuses when a prisoner at Matamoros.’ 

Qn motion of Mr. Van Ness, the bill was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Yan Ness, Menefee, Thatcher, 
Menard and Johns. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following biils, to-wit: 

An act supplementary to an act to provide for the return of 
surveys, for the collection of government dues on land, and for 
other purposes 

A joint resolution authorizing the Chief Justices of counties 
to issne writs of election; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of John TT. Martin; 

Also, that an act to provide for the support and education of 
indigent orphans, had passed the Senate with amendments, 

Mr. Caldwell, by leave, withdrew a motion to reconsider the 
vote taken on the passage ofa bill for the relief of the clerk of 
the Naval bureau. 

An act to provide for the support and education of indigent 
orphans, taken up. and the following amendments proposed by 
the Senate, concurred in, to-wit: strike ont the Words ‘master 
or mistress, wherever they occur, and insert ‘tutor or tutoress.’ 

A bill to quiet the land claims of the Republic of Texas; 

Read third time and passed. 


An act relative to invoices for the entry of merchandize; 
Read second time. 
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On motion of Mr. Pulsbury, the rule was suspended, and 
Bill read third time and passed, 
On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the bill making appropriauons 
| for the support of government for the year L541, was taken up. 
On mouon of Mr. Van Zandt, the House resolved itsell into 
a committee of the whole on the bill, 
Mr. ilouston in the chair, 
| After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
i the bill back to the House with sundry amendments, and asked 
| to be discharged from the further consideration of the same 
Which report was adopted. 
The following is the first aznendment offered by the commit- 
lee, to-wit: 
Strike ont ‘two thousand five hundred dollars,’ and insert 
‘fifteen hundred,’ for the Presidents Private Secretary. 
The question ‘then being taken on the amendment offered by 
} ihe committee; the amendment rejected. 
The following 1s the second amendment offered by the com- 
| mittee, to-wit : 
: Strike out ‘sixteen thousand dollars, and insert fifteen thou- 
sand dollars,’ as the appropriation for Charged’ Affaires, 
The quesuou then being taken on the amendment, the 
ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 
| AYES-~Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
| Grigsby, Huling, Houston, Hayme, Johns, Lann, Menefee, 
f Murchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., 
i Thomas, Thatcher, Usher and Van Zandt—22 
NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Gul, Haigle:r, Smith of M. and 
Wright—5. 
; so the amendment was adopted. 
| Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendments, to-wit: 
! Strike out ‘ten thousand dollars, and insert “thirty thousand 
dollars} for county maps and the purchase of blank patents 
$ and other expenses of the land office;’ ‘alsa, to include the maps 
| forwarded in the year 1840, and remaining unpaid for,’ 
Amendments adopted. $ 
Mr. Kaufman moved to strike out ‘fiftéen hundred dollars) as 
contingent expenses of executive department, and insert ‘ane 
thousand dollars. 
Adopted. 
Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment, to-wit: 
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‘Reduce the appropriation for contingent expenses of all the 
departments to one thousand doilars each, except the war de- 
partment? Adopted. 

Mr. Usher offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Strike out ‘one thousand doiars, as contingent appropriation 
for the Pay Master General’s department, and insert ‘five bun- 
dred dollars’ Adopted. 

Mr. Kaufmaa offered the following amendment, viz: 

Strike onf -fifteen haudred dotlars’ for contingent expenses of 
joreisn Jegations, and insert ‘one thousand dollars,’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Strike out the woids ‘par funds,’ wherever it occurs in the 
bill. Adopted. 

Mr. Kaufnan offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

Strike out the executive contingent fund of ‘en thousand 
dolars. 

‘Bae ay m nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYE: --Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Huling, 
Houston, Hayme, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Porter, 
Roverts, Rogers, ‘Smith of B., Smith of M., Thomas and Van 
Zandt—1s, 

NAYS— Vessrs, Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, 
Menard, Mayfield, Usber, Van Ness and W right—10. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment, viz: 

Strike out thirty-eight thousand four hundred dollars for the 
payment of members of i Vongress.’ 

Amend nent rejected. 

Mr. Mayfieid otfered the fotlowing amendment, to-wit: 

‘For contingent expenses of the Supreme Court, for the pur- 
cnase of books of record, fuel, stationary. house rent, and the 
printing and publication ‘of the decisions of the court, the sum 
of five thousand dollars.’ 

Mr. Van Zaudt moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
out ‘the printing and publication of the decisions of the courts.’ 

Carried. 

Mr. Kaufman moved to strike out ‘five epoueand dollars.’ 

Carried. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to fill the blank with two thousand 
five hundred dollars. Rejected. 
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Mr. Van Zandt moved to fill the blank with “fifteen hundred 
| dollars, Carried. 
| The question being taken on Mr. Mayfield’s amendment, as 
| amended, was adopted. ; 
| Mi. Hill offered the following amendment, viz: to come i 
after the word ‘sheriffs,’ in first section: ‘As collectors of direct 
| taxes, and all other sheriffs’ fees shall be paid owt of the county 
| treasury of the proper county, or the county where such fees 
| may be incurred.’ 
| Rejected. 
f A message was received from his excellency the President, 
| by the hands of his Private Secretary. 
| On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the House adjourned until three 
| o'clock, p. m. 


THREE o’CLOCH, P. M. 


‘Het 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. 

| On motion of Mr. Usher, a joint resolution to suspend the 
| turther publication of the laws in the Castilian language, was 
| taken up, and read second time, and 

| On motion of Mr. Van Ness, was laid on the table. 


1 'The committee of conference on a joint resolution for the re- 
| lief of the clerks, doorkeepers andsergeants-at-arms of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, 
| Reported that they had agreed to the following amendments, 
to-wit: In first section, line fourth, strike ont ‘five,’ and insert 
i tten; also, a substitute for second section; and, also, three addi- 
tional sections, and recommend their adoption. 
J. A. GREER, Chairn, 
On the part of the Senate. 
CG. VAN NESS, Chairn, 
On the part of the House. 


Report adopted. 
Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to 
an act for the benefit of settlers residing near the boundary livs. 
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ofthe United States of the North, in the counties of Red River 
and cTarrison. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, rules suspended, and 

Bi! read second and third times, and passed. 

ifr, Mayfizid, by leave, picseuted the petition of H. C. 
Hudson; 

Which was referred to the ee on claims and accounts, 

On motion of Mr. Cadwell, the bill making appropriations 
for the vear 1641. was aga ae np. 

Mr. Menefee ctfered the follow u g amendment: 

Strike out iu e thousand Bve Hundred dolars; and inser 
fone thousand five haudred dusdars, for printing laws; also, 
strie out ‘two thousand Eve hundred aud fifty dollars, and in 
sert teu tucusaud dollars; for printing the journals,’ 

Adopted, 

Mir. Haynie moved to strike out the appropriation of ‘two 
bandred thousa:.d dotiars,’ made for the first regiment of im- 
fantry. : 
Pee as which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
tnus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell. Coles, 
Grigsby, Huling, Houston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menetee, 
Mu rchison, Miller, Porter, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., 
Thomas, Thatcher, Usher and Van Zandt —22. 

NAYS—Messrs, Blow, Hill, Haigler, Smith of B. and 
Wright—6. 

Mr, Smith of M., offered the following amendment: 

Strike out ‘five thousand dollars,” for running the military 
road, and insert ‘two thousand dollars, 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the words ‘eight per cent., 
were inserted before the word ‘bonds. 

Mr. Kaufman offered the following proviso to section third, 
viz: o that no eight per cent. bonds shall be issued 
after the Ist of March, 1841.’ _ Adopted. 

Mr, Kaufinan offered the following amendment to fourth 
section, viz: 

‘Strike out all relative to the one million dollars appropria- 
tion, ete., cancelling the same, etc.’ 

Adopted, 


Mr. Kaufman moved to strike out fifth section. 


` 
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The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and 
stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Grigs- 
by, Huling, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Pills- 
bury, Porter, Usher, Van Ness and Wrigit—16. 

NAYS—Messrs, Arnett, Blow, Ensworth, Hill, Houston, 
Haigier, Menard, Mayfield, Reily, Roterts, Rogers, Smith of 
M. and Van Zandt—14, 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury, the sixth section was struck out. 

Mr. Caldwell offered the foilowing additional section: 

‘Be it further enacted, That the appropriations above sprei- 


| fied in this bill, are intended to be made in the promises of this 
- government, and if there is, or should hereafter be any other 
| money in the treasury of the Republic, it shall be held subject 
| to the disposition of Congress.’ 


Adopted. ° 
Mr. Arnett offered the following additional section: 
‘Be it further enacted, That the sum of iwenty thousand dol- 


| larsof the eight per cent. bonds, be, and the same are hereby 
appropriated for the removal of the Coshatta and Alabama In- 
| dians (residing on the Trinity river) beyond the limits of the 
| settlements; and that the President is hereby directed to carry 
| this section into execution, by removing and locating the said 
| Indians high up on the Sabine, in the territory lately occupied 
; by the Cherokee Indians.’ 


Rejected. 
Mr. Yan Ness offered the following amendment, to come in 


| after the appropriation for printing the laws and journals, viz: 


‘For translating and printing the laws in the Spanish language, 
ten thousand dollars’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Haigler moved to amend the appropriation for the con- 
tingent expenses of the House of Representatives, by adding the 


| syllable ‘teen,’ to the word ‘six.’ 


Rejected. ; 

Mr. Johns moved a reconsideration of the vote on the striking 
out the fifth section. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, and 
stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Coles, Grigsby, Huling, 
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Hill, Houston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Murchison, Porter, 
Reily, Roberis, Rogers, Smith of M., Van Ness and Van 
Zandt—18. 

NAYS—Messis. Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Lann, Menefee, 
Pillshury, Thomas, Usher and Wright—9, 

Carried. 

On notion of Mr, Blow, the words ‘or for.’ were inserted after 
the word “n, 1n the last line of section 5th. 

Mr. Porter offered the following amendment to the fifth 
section: 

Add ‘provided said accounts shall be approved by the com- 
manding officer.’ ` 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to amend by striking out ‘approved 
by the commanding officer,’ and insert ‘duly authenticated.’ 

Adop'ed; and proviso as amended, was adopted. į 

Mr. Haynie offered the tollowiug amendment, to be inserted 
in first section: 

‘For pay of heads of bureaux and clerks not herein provided 
for, three thousand five hundred dollars.’ Adopted. 

Mr. Menefee offered the following amendment to the fifth 
section: 

Add ‘for the payment of the officers and men under the com- 
mand of John H. Moore, in the late expedition against the 
Comanche Indians, the sum of seven thousand five hundred 
dollars.’ Rejected. 

The question now being taken, the bill passed to a third 
reading. 

Mr. Van Ness, Chairman of the select committee to which 
was referred a joint resolution for the relief of George Wheel- 
wright, 

. Reported the same back to the House; also, the certificate of 
the Auditor; and, also, of Mr. Wm. T. Brannum, of the cor- 
rectness, ete., of the claim. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment of Mr. 
Houston was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Yan Ness, rule suspended, and 

Resolution read third time, 

The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, 
and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Ensworth, Huling, 
Houston, Uaigier, Menard, Miller, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, 
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Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van 
Ness, Van Zandt and Wright-—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Caldwell, Hill, Haynie, Lann, 
Menefee and Murchison—7. 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. Menard moved that the House go into secret session; and 
on motion of Mr. Menard, the motion was laid on the table until 
seven o'clock, p. m. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, by subshtute, of a bill to authorize the 
colonization and settlement of the vacant lands of the Republic 
of ‘Texas. 

On motion, the above named bill from the Senate was taken 
up. and the substitute offered by the Senate adopted. 

Mr. ‘Thomas, by leave, intioduced a bill supplementary to an 
act the better to define the boundaries of the county ot Fort 
Bend; 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, rules suspended, and 

Bill read second and third times and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House adjourned until 
seven o’clock, p. m. 


BEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Ifpuse met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Huling, by leave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
relief of John D, Swaine, late collector of customs, distiict of 
Sabine; 

Read first time. 

On motion of the rule was suspended, and 

Resolution read second time, and 

Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the motion to go into secret sess- 
ion was now taken up, aud carried, and the doors closed. 

"After some time speut in secret session, the doors were opened. 

Mr. Reily, by leave, introduced a joint resolntion appropria- 
ting one of the houses of the government, for the use of the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court; 
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Read first time. 

On motion, rules suspended, and resolution 

Read second and third times, dnd passed. 

On motion of Mr. Houston, the following communication of 
his Excellency, was read: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 

Austin, Feb. 2, i841. i 

To the Hon. Senate, and 
House of Representatives. 

Gentlemen—1 transnnt an amount of moneys due Capt. J. 
Pennoyer, who is now here, at considerable expense and incon- 
venience, and is anxious to have his affairs finally adjusted. A 
large proportion of this account consists, as I am advised, of 
money advanced by Capt. Pennoyer for the government. 
DAVID G. BURNET. 


On motion, the account of Capt. Pennoyer was referred to 
the committee on claims and accounts, 

On motion of Mr. Hill,a bill to alter and amend an act enti- 
tled an act to alter an act creating a public revenue by impost 
duties, and for the protection of Texian agriculture, ete., was 
taken up. Mr. Van Zandt offered the following additional 
section: 

‘Be it further enacted, that the following articles shall be ad- 
mitted free of duty, to wit: flour, salt, sugar, coffee, lard, pork, 
bacon, iron and steel. 

Mr. Hill moved to amend by striking out of the section of 
Mr. Van Zandt, all but ‘iron and steel,’ 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood as follows: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Ensworth, Grigsby, Hu- 
hng, Hill. Haigler, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Sonth of B., Thomas, Thatcher and Van Ness—16, 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Coles, Johns, 
Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Smith of M., Usher, Van Zandt and 
Wright-—12. 

Adopted. 

The question then wastaken on the adoption of the section as 
amended, upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and 
stood thas: i 

AYES—Messrs, Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Grigsby, Huling, 
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Hill, Haigler, Johns, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts and Var 
Zandt—13. 

| NiYS—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Haynie, 
Lanny, Menefee, Miller, Pillsbury, Smith of M., Smith of B., 
Thacher, Usher, Van Ness aud Wrght—16. 

4 Rejected. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following additional section : 


‘Be it further enacted, that hereafter there shall be levied and 
fcollected, a tariff of sixty per centum ad valorem, upon all arti- 
jeles of taste or luxury, to wit: Upon all fine cloths, cassimeres, 
qsitinets, bombazines, and bombazets, of which wool forms the 
{whole or a component part; as also upon all silks, satins, lin- 
jens, fine muslins, laces, mauufactured of silk, in whole orin 
| part; and upon all fine boots, shoes, hats, or ready made wear- 
ying apparel, of silk or wool, or of which wool or silk forms a 
| component part—there shall be levied and collected a tanff of 
| fifty per cent, ad valorem.’ 

| Rejected. 

| Mr. Haynie offered the following as a substitute for the whole 
| bill and amendments: 


|‘An-act to amend an act to raise a public revenue by impost 
duties.’ 


‘Be it enacted bz the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That there shall 
be levied and collected, the following duties, in conformity with 
an act to raise a public revenue by impost dunes, approved 16th 
January, 184): on all articles numerated as specific, shall pay 
double the duties levied aud collected in conformity with the 
aforesaid act; on all articles which are not numerated as speci- 
fic, shall pay an ad valorem duty of treble the amount levied 
and collected, in conformity with the above recited act; to be 
collected in the promissory notes or the eight per cent. bonds of 
this government, and that this act shall take effect from and 
after Ist day of April, 1841. 

Rejected. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its adoption, and 
stood thus: 


AYES-——Messrs. Caldwell, Ensworth, Haynie, Lann, Mene- 
fee, Miller, Roberts and Wright—8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, 
Grigsby, -Huling, Hill, Haigler, Johns, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 


685 


Porter, Reily, Smith of M., Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, $ 
Usher and Yan Zandt—2). Rejected. | 

The question then being taken on the adoption of the addi- $ 
tional section offered by Mr. Mayfield; 

Tne ayes and nays were called for, and steed thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Ensworth, Grigsby, Hu- & 
ling, Hl, Johns, Menefee, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, | 
Smith of M. and ‘fhomas—14, 

MAYS —Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Haigler, 
Hayme, Gann, Miller, Pilishbury, Smith of B., Thatcher, Usher, 
Van Zanit and Wright—14. 

There being a tle, the seciion was rejected. 

Mir. Van Zandt moved to strike out the third section. 

The ayes and nays were called for on the motion, but no 
quorum. 

Mr. ‘Thatcher moved to adjourn until nine o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. Lost. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved a call of the House. 

Carried; and sergeant at arms despatched for absent members. 

Mr. Thomas moved the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning ten o’clock, Lost. 

Mr. Mil ler moved the House adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing nine o'clock. Lost. 

M r. Mayfield moved a reconsideration of the last vote refusing 
to adjourn, 

The Chair having decided that the motion to reconsider the 
vote refusing to adjourn could be made without a quorum. 

Mr. ‘Thomas appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The question being pnt, isthe Chair out of order, was decid- 
ed in the negative, and the Chair sustained in its decision; and 
the vote reconsidered. 

And the Honse adjourned until to-morrow morning ten 
o'clock. 
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Wepnespay, Feb. 3, 1841. 


‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, aud the following members answered to 
thelr names, viz : 


Messrs. Spzaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Harrison, Haulin r, Hill, Haieler, Jolie. Tann, Lat. 
mer, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Porter, Reilly, 


Smith of Bra zoria, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Yan Ness, Yan 
Zandt and Wright. 


- A qeorum present; 
The House praceeded to business. 
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
A seiect committee made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, ! 
Feb. 3, IS4L 
To the Hou, David S. Kaufman, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The majority of the seiect committee, to which was referred 
the petition of the clerks of the several bureaux and depart- 
partments of government, alter mature deliberation, faking into 
consideration alone the welfare of the country, and the con- 
venience of her citizens, are deeply and solemnly impressed 
with the belief that under our p esent system of finance, dealt 
out as at present to that arm of the government, circumstances 
will intervene during the progress of the present year, which 
will not only produce such derangement ti the various offices 
of government as will cost more than a liberal salary to twice 
the number of clerks, but that will also cost the citizens of this 
country much expense, inconvenience and time in the settle- 
ment of their accounts with the government, some of which 
may yet be experienced by hon. menihers. ‘The number your 
committee conceive to besufficient—the salaries are inedrqnate 
compensation for the services required, an id that the grovnd of 
the complaints in said petition are just, and that economy-con- 
sists not in the extension of such salaries as will only employ 
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insufficient engineers, in repairing, building up or propelling 
the machinery, but such as will secure the services of those 


that are efficient. “cet your committee feel a deleacy in pre- | 


genling any measure to the hon. House of Representatives of 
this nature. after the sense of that body has been so clearly’ 
expressed Upon the same m the progress of the appropriation 
bill for the year 184], and can only recommend the subject to 
the candid consideration of the hon. Honse, and that they make 
such increase in the pay and appropriation for the salaries of 
officers at the seat of government in the bill above alluded to, 
as may to them seem eqnitable, just and necessary, to the safety 
and welfare of the nation’s interests, after a due consideration of 


the premises. 
G. W. HLL, Chairs. 


Read, and on motion Jaid on the table. 
The enrolliig committee made the following report : 


ComMVITTEE Room, y 

The committee on enralled bills, have examined the fo! 
lowing acts aud jomt resolution, which they find correctly en- 
rolled; to wit 

An act suppi ementary to an act for the relief of Jonathan 
Ikin, 

An act to authorize the firm of MeKinney, Williams & Co., 

cè issue their notes for circulation as money; 


And a joint resolution for the relicf of the Clerks of the-Na 
val and other bureaux. 

Said acts and resolution having been signed by the Hon. 
Speaker of the House, and President pro tem. of the Senate, 
and endorsed by the chief Clerk, that the same originated in the 
Housc of Representatives. (with the exception of the first above 
mentioned act, which originated in the Senate, and was en- 
dorsed by the Secretary of the Senate accordingly,) were pre- 
sented to the President for hig consideration on the 2d inst. 

A. S. ENSWORTH, Chair’n. 


Which report was adopted, 
The engrossing committee made the following report : 
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House os REPRESENTATIVES, į 


February 3, 1841, 5 
To the Hon. D. S. Kaufman: 

The comin ttee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
an act establishing fees of office, and for other purposes; 

And a bill making appropriations for the year 1841. 

And ind the same correctly engrossed. 

THOS. B. BULING, Chairman. 


Which report was, adopted. 

Mr. Hill, by leave offered the following joint resolution, viz: 

‘Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the 
sixteenth joiut rule of the two Houses be, and the same is here- 
by suspended, s> far as the same may affect the action ef the 
two Houses of Congress now in session, on the last day of the 
same,’ 

Resolution read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Till, rule suspended, and 

Resolution read second time, and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, an aet to alter and amend an act, en- 
titled an act creatinga public revenue by impost duties, and fer 
the protection of ‘Texian agriculture and domestic industry, was 
taken up. 

Mr. Menefee offered the following asa substitute for said 
bill :— D 


. ‘An act supplementary to an act, altering the several acts to raise 


a public revenue by impost duties, 

‘Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas, iu Congress assembled, That from and 
after the first day of May next, in Leu of the present rate of du- 
hes required by Jaw, the follawimg shall be the rate of duty on 
al] articles imported, upon which duties are now required, to- 
wit, on all articles paying a specific duty, the rate shall be 
donbled, and on all articles which pay an advalorem duty, there 
shall be levied and collected, a duty of filty per centum ad 
valorem; and all laws, so far as they may conflet withthis act, 
be, and the same are hereby repealed’ 

The ayes aud nays were called for on the adoption of the 
substitnte, and stood thus: 


| AY ES—Messrs. Caldwell, Coles, Grigsby, Haling, Hous- 
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ton, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefec, Rolerts, Thatch- 
er and Van Ness—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Har- 
ison, Hall, Murchison, Menard, Milter, Mayfield, Pillsbury, 
Reily, Stith of B., Smith of M., Thomas and Usher—16. 

The substitute was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the bill was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Mayfield, Pillsbury, Menefee, 
Van Zandt and Haynie. 

The committee on engrossed biils, made the following report: 


The committee on engrossed bills have examined a joint 
resointion for the relief of Geo. Wheelwright. 
And fad the same correctly engrossed: 
T. B. HULING, Chairn. 


On motion of Mr. Roberts, a bill maxing appropriations tor 
the support of government for the year 1841, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the vole passing the bill to a third 
reading. was reconsidered. 

Mr. Hill offered the following amendment to first secticn, 
to-wit: 

Insert ‘For the payment of spies and vclunteers for frontier 
service, under the act of the present Congress, to provide for 
frontier defence, seventy-live thousand dollars.’ — 

Adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following additional section, to-wit: 

‘Be it further enacted, Thatethe sum of twenty thousand dol- 
lars be, and the same is hereby appropriated ana set apart as a 
contingent fund, for the sa'aries of heads of departments. bn- 
reaux, and the several clerks employed in either, out of which 
shall be paid toeach of the heads of bureanx, depariments of 
government, and the clerks employed in e.ther of them, the 
sum of eighty dollars per month, iu addition to the appropria- 
tion, and salary allowed in the foregoing portions of this Lill.’ 

The question being taken, the ayes and nays were called for, 
and stood thu-: 

AYES—VMessrs. Blow, Ensworth, Hoting, Hill. Houston, 
Johns, Latimer, Murchison, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Rogers, 
Thatcher, Yan Ness and Wright—15. 

NAYS —Messrs. Speaker, Arneit, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, 
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Grigsby, Harrison, Haynie, Lann, Meneice, Miller, Pillsbury, 
Roherts, Smith of B., Santh of M., Thomas ard Usher—17. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Reily offered the following additional section, to-wit: 

‘Be it enacted, etc, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury he, 
and he is hereby authorized and required to pay to each one of 
the Judges of the Supreme and [istrict Courts, the sum of one 
thousand dollars ont of the frt goid, silver, or par funds that 
may come into the Tieasnry, asa part of their annual salaries.’ 

‘The questiou being taken on the adoption of the section, 
the ayes and nays were called for, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Caldwell, Emsworth, 
Grigsby, Hill, Houston. Haynie, Latimer, Murchison, Me- 
nard, May field, Pillsbury, Retly, Roberts and Van Ness—1Y. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Coles, Harrison, Haling, Johns, 
Lann, Menefee, Miller, Rogers, Smith ef B., Smith of M.. 
Thomas, "Thatcher, Usher and Wright—1L5, 

So the amendinent was adopted. 

Mr. Van Ness offered the following amendments to sectio.. 
first ; 

Insert ‘for salary of the chief Clerk of the Heuse of Repre- 
sentatives, two thousand five hundred dollars; also, for pay to 
the clerks, sergeants-at-arms and door keepers, of the Senate and 
Honse of Representatives, eight thousand dollars,’ 

Adopted. 

On motion, bill read third time and passed. 

An act to repeal.an aet to provide for the redemption of the 
promissory nates; 

Read third time, and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Leonard Williams: 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Maytield, rale suspended, and 

Bul read third time and passed. 

An act authorizing the holders of promissory nofes, bonds, 
funded debt, etc., to surrender the same, and receive in lien 
thereof land scrip; 

Read first tim>. 

On motion of Mr. Huling, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Houston offered the following amendment, to-wit: 

In third section, after the words ‘six hundred and forty acres,’ 
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asert ‘three hundred and twenty and one hundred and sixty 
acres,” Auopted. 

On moton oi Mr. Blow, rule further suspended, and 

Yul read turd ume and passed. 

A joint resolution for the reiief of Ellen Cash; 

Sead first tine. 

Oa motion of Mr. Wright, rules suspended, and 

Bill read second and thnd thnes and passed. ; 

Mir. Mayfied, by kave, introduced a joint resolution for the 
yeeali of tue Commissioners of the five million loan, Messrs. 
sames Hauntton and A. T. Burnley; 

Read first thine. 

A message was received from the Senate, informiug the 
Ylouse that a bill fixing the ume for holding the court m the 
county of Ward; 

Aud a bill supplementary to an act reorganizing the district 
courts, and creating the sixth and seventh judicial districts, had 
assed the Senate: 

iso, tiat a bill to repeal an aet requiring the Sheriff and 
cher county ofhcers to ieccive the pronassory notes of govern- 
meut, and for ether purposes, had passed the Senate with 
amendments, 

A bul for the relief of Stilwell Box; 

Read first t me. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Miller, rules sus! ended, and 

Baill rad second and third times, and } assed. 

A bill to be enntied an aet amending and repealing certait: 
parts ofa act compelling gevernmeut officers to take the pro- 
missory notes of the government for fees of office, and for other 
purpos ‘s, taken np. 

And the following amendmont offered by the Senate, to-wit: 
In the sixth line, insert after the words ‘eounty officers, ‘and 
olicrs of the Distnet Court and Notaries Public,’ was con- 
curred m. 

Also, the following amendments offered by the Senate, to wit: 
in section seeond, Jine thud, strike out the word ‘half? and in- 
sert the words ‘one-fourth’? and ‘that for recording al) docu- 
ments (hes often cents be allowed per hundred words; pro- 
vided the m -nissory no'es o” the government sball in all cases 
be received, thet par vaine; were rejected. 

A yt! re vation for the relief of persons who failed to give 
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in a list of their taxable property to tlie Assessors, was taken up 
on its second readiug. 

Ou motion of Mr. Roberts, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time aud passed. 

Mr. Sth of B. moved acall ofthe House. Carried. 

On motion of Mr, Menard, the House went iuto secret ses- 
sion. 

After some time spent in secret session, the doors were opened. 

Mr. Harrison, by leave, mtroduced a bill fixing the pay of 
Gollectors of public revenue; 

Read first time. i 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr, Hill, ‘ten per cent.’ was stricken out. 

Mr, Hil moved to fill the blank with five per cent? 

Mr. Harrison moved to fill the blank with ‘eight per cent? 

Lost. 

Gn motion of Mr. Yan Zandt, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr Mayfield, chairman of the select committee to which was 
referred an act to alter aud amend an act creating a publie re- 
venue by-impost duties, etc., reported the same back to the 
House,and asked to be discharged from its further consideration. 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. 


"THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

"Phe roll was called, and a quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business, 

Mr. Kaufman moved a reconsideration of the vote on the re- 
jection ofthe amendment offered by Mr. Hill to the appropria- 
tion bill, which provided an extra pay of eighty dollars per 
month for clerks, etc., of government. 

Mr. Haynie moved to lay the motion for a reconsideration on 
the table. 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Caldwell, Haynie, Lann, Miller, Pillsbury, 
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Rokers, Smith of M, Thomas, Usher, Van Ness and Van 
Aandt—t11. 

NAYS—- Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Ens- 
worth, Grigsby, Hil, Houston, Haigler, Johns, Latimer, Mur- 
t hison, Mayfield, Reily, Rogers, Sindh of B. and Wnght—ié. 

Lost. 

‘I'he question was then taken on the reconsideiation of the 
vote, The ayes and nays were called far, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Blow, Caldwell, 
Coles, Ensworth, Gngshy, Hnimg, Hil, jlonstork a 
lay nie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Menefee, KMurchison, Mayfield, 
Rely, Rogers, Smit iot B, Thomas, Van Ness and Wriehi—25. 

N AY¥S—MVessrs. Mill er, Pulsbury, Roberts, Smith of M, 
Usher and Van Zandt—6. 

Carried: and vote reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the Cleik-was instructed to re- 
quest of the Senate the return of the Apprepriation bill. 

A message Was received trom the Senate, informing the house 
a ther coneurrenee in the report of the committee of confer- 
ence on ajxut resolution for the relief of the clerks, door-keep- 
ers aud sergeants at arms of the Senate and House of Rep- 
reseniall Ves, 

The committee on claims and accounts, P. Usher, chairn, 
to which was referred the petition of James Huckabee, reported 
unfavorab'e therven. 

Adopted. 

Also, the petition of H. C. Hudson, reported by a joint resolu- 
uon for his reel. 

Resolution read first time, and on motion, 

Resolution read second time, and on motion of Mr. Mayfield, 

Inlefinitely postponed. 

The com nittee on claims and accounts, to which was refer- 
red the petition of J. Pennoyer, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended its reference to a select committee. 

Which report was adopted. s 

W herenpon, the Speaker appointed the following members 
as Said select committee, viz: Messrs. Usher, Houston, Johns, 
Caidwell and Haynie. 

Mr. Van Ness, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to 


an act to raisea public revenue by impost duties, approved Feb., 
bth, 1840, it a 


Pa 


{ 


vg 


cad first tithe. 

a myion, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Afr. Kaufman offered the following amendment, viz: 

‘Except flour, sugar, coffee, salt, ron and steel, which shall 
be free of duty? 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the word our’ was struck aur. 

Mr. Menefee moved to strike out ‘sugar and toffee.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on striking out, and 
steod thus: E 

AY ES—Messrs. Blow, Coles, Ensworth, Hii, Lann, Mene- 
tee, Miller, Pillsbary, ‘Thomas, Thatcher and Wright—11. 

NAYS— Messrs. Speaker, Arnet, Barnett, Caldweil, Grigs- 
by, Haliog, Houston, Heigier, Haynie, L.ailmer, Murebison. 
May fisid, “Porter, Reily, Roberts, Roges, Simih of M.. Usher, 
y p Ness and Van Zaudt—20. Lost, 

Fhe question was taken on the adoption of Mr. Kaufman's 
amendment, upon which the ayes end nays were called for 
and stood thas: ' 

AY iS—Messers. Speaker, Arnett, Barnett, Caldwell, Colcs, 
Grigsby, lluhpg, Houston, Haigter, Haynie, Lanny, Latime, 
Murehison, Mayfield, Porter, Roberts, Rogers Smith of M. 
Thomas, Usher, Ven Ness and Van Zandt—22. 

NAYS— Messrs: - Blow, Bma@worth, Hull. Meneiee. Miller: 
Pillshury, Thomas & Wricht—s, On moijon of Mr, Thonas, 

The rule was further suspended, and 

B-1] read third trime, 

The ayes and nays were called for on He final passage, 
and sto-d thus: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Caldwell, Goles, 
Kusworth, Grigsby, Haling, Heuston, Mangler, Haynie, Lann, 
Porter, Kogers, Smith of M., Thomas, Dhatcher, Usher and 
Van Ness—19. 

NAYS-— Messrs. Barnett, Hill, Latimer, Menefec, Murchison, 
Miller, Maytield, Pillsbury, Roberts, Van Zandt and Wright 
-1 1. 

So the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Barneft, a bill defining the way of paying 
tue Collectors of the public revenue, was taken up. ‘Phe ques- 
tion was then taken on filling the blank with -five per cent; 
and was carried. 
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Bir. Roberts moved to insert alter the word ‘Collectors,’ the 
words ‘or their deputies? Ad opted, 

O. mation, rale suspended, aud 

a rend thira time and passed. 

Mr. Hill, by leave, introduced the folowing named biis: 

Adah supple. nentary to an act to authorize ‘the Commissioner 
of the Geaeral Land tice to commence the issuing ef patents, 
ete. A'soa, 

Abin supplementary to the act of Limitations. 

Pics read first time. On motion of Mr. HHL 

Rules suspended, and 

Bau read second and third times and passed. 

Og mouon ol Mr. Van Ness, the Appropriation bili was taker 
up; and en motion of Mr. Van Ness, the 

Vete on the final passage of ihe bil was reconsidered, On 
te toma Mer. Kaur nan, the 

Raie was suspended which prohibits bills being amended or 
f AAT thard reading. 

Mi. Kausan cider d the folowing additional section as a 
s sattute for the amendment offered by Mr. Hill, viz: 

‘Bo it iurther enact d, that the saiaries of the heads of De- 
i artments, heeds of Bareanx, and Cierks of ail the Departments, 
are hereby increased five hundred doliars each, in addition tc 
the amonit heretofore appropriated in thas bill; and a sufficient 

emount of the promissory notes of the government Is hereby ap- 

p romated for the purpose of carrying this section into effect? 

Gp motion of Mr. Hi l, the words ‘(href Clerk of the Honse 
wl Representatives,’ was ‘inserted. 

The giestion was then taken, and the substitute adopted. 

i‘he ayes and nays were called for en the adoption of the 
‘ection, as amended, as an additiona) section te the bill ; bur 
there was not a qnernm. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the hassel of the fo- lowing bills, viz: 

A joint resolution for the relief of Capt. A. C. Hinton, and for 
other purposes; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Charies De Morse; 

A biil requiring sales by judgment or decree of Probate 
Ceurt, or Conrtin Chancery; 

Joint resolution for the relief of A. M. Cal res 

Joint resolution for the relief of Lorenzo D. Zavala; 
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A bill for the retief of George Davis; 

Joint resolution forthe relief of Martha Stanback, 

Joint resolation for the relief of Washington Sehon; 

Joiat resolution for the relief of Wm. Gamble; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of James Wiley, 

A bill for the relief of Bridget Fadden; 

A bill forthe relief of the heirs of Jolin Wall, deeeascd, 

Alsa, of the passage, with amendments, of the following na- 
med bills: 

A bill to amend an act regulating attachments, approved 
Jannary 28. 

A bill to change the time of holding the Probate Courts; 

Joint resolution for the fucther relief of John Thomas; 

A bill for the rehef of Jeremiah Strode; 

A bill to anthorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to employ a Draftsman and Tiauslator, and providing for 
the compensation of County Surveyors, 

Also, of the passage by substitute, of a joint resolution for the 
relief of Henry Honen. 

Also, of the adoption of a resolution to suspend the sixteenth 
Jo nt Rute of the two Houses, ete. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the House adjourned until seven 
aclock, p. m. 

NEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M, 

The House met, 

The roll was called, and not a quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Yau Ness, the House adjourned until 
ning o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


THURSDAY, February 4, 1841. 


The Honrfo met pursuant to adj ment. 


The roll was callcd, aud the following members answered to 
their names, Viz 
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Messrs. Speaker, Arnett, Blow, Barnet, Coles, Ensworth, 
Grigsby, Hauling, Hill , ilouston, Haynie, Johns, Lann, La- 
a Murchison, Miller, Mayfield, Pilisbary, Roberts, Rogers, 
Smith of Brazoria, Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Yan Ness, Van 
Zandt and Wright, 

A quorum present; 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, 

A message was received from tue Senate, informing the House 
Rat an act ” supplementary to an act, entitied an act the better 
to define the boundaries of Fort Bend: 

A bill to make certain offences therein named grand larceny, 
aid to prescribe their punishment; 

And a bill for the relief of Geo. Wheelwright, had passed the 
Senate. 

Also, that an act to provide for the investigation of escheated 
lands, ete; 

And an act supplementary to 7? act for the benefit of set- 
tlers residing near the boundary line of the United Mates, in 
the counties of Red River and Harrison, had passed the Senate 
with amendments, 

Also, that the Senate had disagreed to the amendments cffer- 
ed by the House, to an act to authorize the ho.ders of promis- 
sory notes, bonds and funded debt, to surrender the same and 
receive in lieu thereol land a 

Also, that an act for the reliet of the heus of John Hibbens, 
deceased, had passed the Senate by substitute. 

On motion, the bill making appropriations for the year 1841, 

was taken up. | 

The question then being taken on the adoption of the addi- f 
tional section offered by Mr. Kaufman, the ayes and nays were 
calted for, and stood as follows: 

AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Ensworth, f 
Grigsby, Hill, Haigle:, Haynie, Johns, Lann, f.atuner, Mur- | 
chison, Mayfield, “Porter, Reily. Smith of B., Thomas, 
Thatcher, Van Ness and Wright—21. 

NAYS —Alessrs. Caldwell, ”stenefee, Miller, Roberts, Smith f 
of ML, Usher and Van Zendt>7, 

So the amendment was adopted, 

The question, then being taken, the bilf E 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave , infrodacéd ah act supplementary f 
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to an act regulating sales by judgment or decree of a probate 
court or court of chancery; 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, rules suspended, and 

Bill read second and third times and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Bridget Fadden, taken-up, and the fol- 
lowing ameridments offered by the Senate, to-wit: after the 
words ‘Bridget Fadden, insert ‘and Mary Arroach, and strike 


aut ‘her? and insert ‘their respective,’ were concurred in. 


A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Strode, was taken up, and the 


- following additional section offered by the Senate, to-wit: 


‘Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized and required to issue a sufficient amount of 
the government bonds to pay the same.’ 

Was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide fur the investigation of 
escheated lands, etc., was taken up, and the first four amend- 
ments offered by the Senate concurred in. 

The question was then taken on striking out the seventeenth 
section, and adopting the substitute offered by the Senate. 

The ayes and nays were called for, and stood thas: 


AY &S—Messrs. Barnett, Ensworth, Hill, Haigler, Johns, 


Latimer, Miller, Rogers, Thatcher and Wright—10. 

NAYS —Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Coles, Huling, Hous- 
ton, Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Menard, Mayfield, Pillshury, 
Porter, Rely, Roberts, Smith of B, Thomas, Van Ness and 
Van Zandt—19. Lost. 

The last amendment offered by the Senate to the above bill, 
was also adopted, 

Mr. Van Ness, by leave, introduced a joint resolution to de- 
fine the duties of the chief Clerk of Bureau of Stock Com- 
missioner; 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Pillsbury, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following additional section, to-wit: 

‘Be it further enacted, etc., That this act take effect from and 
after its passage.’ 

Adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, mle further suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed. : 
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The enrolling committee made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Feb. 4, 1841. 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, to-wit: 

An act to repeal the seventh section of an act supplementary 
to an act to raise a revenue by direct taxation, and for other 
purposes; 

An act tor the relief of Maria Jesus De Garcia; ` ~ 

An act to consuiidate the several appropriations fer the 
Quarter Masters department for the year 1840, and for other 
purposes therein named; 

An act requiring the Chief Justices of counties to issue writs 
of election in certain cases; 

An act presenbisg the mode in which married persons may 
dispose of their separate property; 

Joint resolution for the relief of persons who have failed to 
give in a list of therr taxable property to the county Assessor; 

Joint resolution for the rellet of William H. Murry; 

An act for the relief of Stilwell Box; 

An act for the relief of Bilen Cash; 

An act to provide for the redemption of the promissory notes; 

A joint resolution for the relief of the clerks, door keepers, 
Sergeants-at-arms, of the Senate and House of Representatives; 

An act supplementary to an act to provide for the return of 
of surveys, etc.; 

An act to provide for the support and education of indigent 
orphans; 

Joint resolution for the relief of John S. Martin; 

An act defining the time of holding the district court in the 
county of Ward; 

An act supplementary to an act reorganizing the several ju- 
dicial districts, and to create the sixth and seventh districts, ap- 
proved January 29th, 1840. 

Said acts and resolutions having been signed by the. Hon. 
Speaker of the House, and President pro tem. of the Senate, 
and endorsed by the chief Clerk, that the same originated in the 
House of Representatives, (with the exception of the eleven first 
above mentioned acts, which originated in the Senate, and 
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were endorsed by the Secretary of the Senate accordingly,) 
were presented to the President for his consideration on the 
3d instant. 

A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 

Which report was adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had disagreed to the amendments offered by the 
House to an act of limitations, and upon which they have ap- 
pointed a committee of conference, consisting of Messrs. 

, and requested the appointment of a like 
committee on the part of the House. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Van Zandt, Por- 
ter, Miller, Blow, Caldwell and Mayfield, said committee. 

A bill for the reiiefof Henry Honen, was taken up, and the 
substitute offered by the Senate concurred in. - 

An act authorizing the holders of promissory notes, bonds 
and funded debt, etc., to surrender the same and receive in lieu 
thereof land scrip, taken up, and the House adhered to its 
amendments, 

An act supplementary to an act for the benefit of settlers re- 
siding near the boundary line of the United States, ete., taken 
up, and the following amendments offered by the S nate, viz: 

‘fn ninth line, strike out ‘all laws or parts of laws contrave- 
ning the provisions of said act, are hereby repealed,’ and insert 
‘anything i in the laws to the contrary notwithstanding.’ 

Was concyrred in. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John D. Swain; 

Read second time. 

Mr. Huling offered a substitute for the same, which was 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Huling, rule further suspended, and 

Bul read thira time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had agreed to the first amendment of the 
House, and had disagreed to ‘the second and third amendments, 
to a bill to quiet the land titles of the Republie of Texas, and 
had appointed a committee of conference on the same, and re- 
quested the appointment of-alike committtee on the part of the 

House. 

Whereupen the Speaker appointed Messrs. Pillsbury, May- 
field, Hill, Johnsand Reily, the said committee, 
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A joint resolution for the relief of A. C. Hinton; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second and third times. 

The ayes and nays were called for on its final passage, 
and stocd thus: at 


AYES —Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Coles, Ensworth, 7 
Huling, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Miller, Mayfield, : 


Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of B., Smith 
of a Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and Van Zandt 
—25, 

NAYS-—Messrs. Caldwell, Latimer, Menefee and Wright 
—4. So the bill passed. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave, introduced a joint resolution autho- 
rizing the Secretary of State to employ porters; 

Read first time. 

Mr. Mayfield moved the rule be suspended. 
aoe which the ayes and nays were called for, and steod 
thus: 

AYES--Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, 


Haigler, Johns, Latimer, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Smith of | 


B., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness and Wright—16. 
NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Haynie, Lann, Mene- 


fee, Murchison, Miller, Pillsbury, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of f 


M., Usher and Yan Zandt—13. 

Motion lost. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that a joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Logan; 

And a joint resolution for the relief of Wm. W. Allsbury, had 
passed the Senate. 

And that an act supplementary to an actto raise a public 
revenue by impost duties; 

And an act to consolidite the several appropriations for the 
Navy department for 1840, had passed the Senate with amend- 
ments. 

Also, that the Senate insist on the second, and recede from 
‘the third amendments to a bill to repeal an act requiring the 
Sheriffs and other county officers to take the promissory notes 
of government, and for other purposes. 

An act to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to employ a draftsman, and providing for the compensa- 
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tion of county Surveyors, taken up; and, on motion, the amend- 
ments offered by the Senate were rejected. 

An act to change the time of holding the probate court. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the consideration ofthe amend- 
ments offered by the Senate, was indefinitely postponed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that a joint resolution to define the duties of the chiet 
Clerk of the burean of Stock Commissioner, had passed the 
Senate; 

And that the Senate had disagreed to the amendments offered 
by the House toan act authorizing the holders of promissory 
notes, bonds, funded debt, etc., to surrender the same and receive 
in lieu thereof land scrip; 

Also, that the Senate hac appointed a committee of confe- 
rence on an act to provide tor the investigation of escheated 
lands, etc., consisting of Messrs. Potter, Greer and Miller, and 
requesting the appointment of a like committee on the part of 
the House. 


Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Menefee, Coles, 
Mayfield, Van Zandt and Reilly. 

On motion of Mr. Yan Zandt, a committee of conference was 
appointed on a bill to repeal an act requiring Sheriffs and other 


county officers to take the promissory notes, etc., consisting of 


Mr. Pillsbury. 


An act to consolidate the several appropriations for the Navy 
department, for 1840, taken up, and the amendments offered 
by the Senate concurred in. 

A joint resolution to define the duties of the Chief Clerk of the 
bureau of Stock Commissioner, faken up; and on motion, 

The amendments offered by the Senate concurred in. 

The select committee to which was referred the commu- 
nication of his Excellency the President, relative to the claim 
of Capt. James Pennoyer, reported by joint resolution, and 
recommended its passage. 

Report received, and 

Bill read first time; and on motion of Mr. Haynie, 

The rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second and third times, and passed. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a joint resolution postponing 
TO” 
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the adjournment of both houses of Congress, sine die, on the 
Ath instant. 

Also, that a bill to be entitled an act to encourage frontier pro- 
tection, had passed the Senate as amended. 

Also, that the Senate had appointed a committee of confer- 
ence on a bill making appropriations for the year 1841, consist- 
ing of Messrs, Greer, Potter and Kendrick; and requested the 
appointment of a like committee on the part of the House; 

Whereupon, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Houston, Van 
Ness, Hill, Murchison and Usher, said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness, the joint resolution postponing 
the adjonrnment of both houses of Congress, was taken up. 

Mr. Van Zandt moved to strike out “6th,” and insert “5th 
instant, at 12 o'clock, M.” Lost. ; 

Mr. Van Zandt moved the indefinite postponement of the re- 
solution, 

Upon which the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Latimer, Mur- 
chison, Pillsbury, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Rogers, Smith of M., 
Thomas, Thatcher and Usher—]5, 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, 
Heuston, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Menard, 
Miller, Mayfield, Smith of B., Van Zandt and Wright—17. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Roberts moved that the House adjourn until three o’- 
clock, p.m. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the “6th instant” was stricken out, 
and the blank filled with “the 5th instant, at 11 o’elock.” 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that a bill toincorporate the Austin Lyceum, had passed 
the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to encourage frontier protection, 
was taken up; and the amendments offered by the Senate con- 
curred in. 

On motion, a comittee of conference was appointed on an act 
authorizing the holders of promissory notes, bonds, and funded 
debt, etc., to surrender the same, and receive in lieu thereof, 
land script; consisting of Messrs, Johns, Roberts, Huling, Bar- 
nett, and Latimer, 


A messes was received from the Senate, informing the house 
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that a joint resolution requiring the Sheriffs of certain counties 
to perform certain duties, had passed the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. Hill, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m, 


# 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

‘The roll was called, and a quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. 

Joint resolution for the relief of George W., Logan, taken up; 
and the following amendment, to wit: strike out the word “se- 
cond,” concurred in. - 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of John Hibbens, 
deceased, taken up; and 

Substitute of Senate rejected. 

A bill supplementary to an act to raise a public revenue by 
impost duties, approved 5th February, 1840, taken up; 

The following amendments of the Senate, to wit: 

In section first, in third line, strike out ‘that from and after the 
passage of this act.” Also the following additional section, viz: 

‘Be ıt further enacted, that this act shall go into effect from 
and after its passage.’ Concurred in. 

Also the following amendment, at the end of first section, 
strike out ‘be free of duty,’ and insert ‘remain as heretofore.’ 

The ayes and nays were called for on the concurrence 
of the same, and stood thus: 

AYES—Messrs. Blow, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Hill, 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Pills- 
bury, Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Usher, Van Ness and 
Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Speaker, Barnett; Huling, Houston, Lati- 
mer, Murchison, Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Smith of M, 
and Van Zandt—12,. The amendment was concurred in. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill supplementary to an act of limita- 
tions, Alsothat they had appointed a commitice of confer- 
ence on a bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General 
Land office toemploy a Draftsman, etc., and requested the ap- 
pointment of a like committee on the part of the House. Also, 
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that they had adopted the report of the joint committee on the 
act of limitations. 

The question was now taken, and the Speaker appointed a 
committeg of conference on a bill authorizing the Commissioner 
of the General Land office to employ a Draftsman, Translator, 
etc.; consisting of Messrs. Coles, Houston and Murchison. 

A bill to be entitled an act of limitations, taken up, the 

Report of the joint committee on the same adopted. 

Mr. Pillsbury, chairman of the committee of conference, on 
the part of the House, on a bill tu quiet the land titles in the 
Republic of Texas, Reported that the committee of the House 
disagreed to the amendments of the Senate, and adhered to the 
amendments of the House. 

Report adopted. : 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Thomas, taken up, and 
the following amendment of the Senate, viz: 

‘Be it further enacted, that the Commissioner of the General 
Land office is hereby authorized to issue a patent to James Pat- 
terson, on certificate No. 8, issued by the Board et Land Com- 
missioners of Sabine county, as though the same had been re- 
commended by the board of Travelling Commissioners, 

Concurred in by the Lfouse. 

The committee of conference on the part of the House, Mr. 
Johns, chairman, ou a bill authorizing the holders of promisso- 
ry notes, bonds, funded debt, ete., to surrender the same, and 
receive in lieu thereof, land scrip: Reported, that the committee 
had agreed to sundry amendments, and recommended their 
adoption. 

Which report was adopted. 

Joint resolution requiring the Sheriffs of certain counties to 
perform certain duties, 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Roberts, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the words ‘San Augustine’ were 
inserted in first section. . 

On m. tion of Mr. Mayfield, the word ‘Nacogdoches’ was in- 
serted in first section. x 

Mr. Kaufman offered the following additional section, viz; 

‘Be it further enacted, that the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
require of the Sheriff of each of the counties mentioned in this 


act, such bond with security as will secure a feithful discharge 
of their duties, as ex-officio Collectors,” Adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment, viz: 

‘Provided always, the ten per cent. paid to the Sheriffs for 
collection, shall be the only expense the government shall incur 
in the collection of the impost duties in said districts? Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Kaufman, the bill was laid on the table for 
half an hour. 

The committee of conference on a bill authorizing the Com- 
missioner of the General Land office to employ a Draftsman, 
ete.: Reported that the committee had agreed to the amendment 
of the Senate. | 

The committee of conference on the appropriation bill made 
the following report: 


The committee of conterence on the General Appropriation -` 


Bill, make the following report of the disposition they have 
made of the amendments of the House: 

Amendments of the House— 

2d; Agreed to. 

3d; Added to the exceptions; the State Department, and place 
the contingent fund of the Treasury Department at fifteen hun- 
dred dollars. i 

áth; Agreed to. 

5th; Agreed to. 

In lieu of the 6th and 7th amendments of the House, the 
committee propose the appropriation of ‘fifteen thousand five 
hundred dollars for the pay of foreign agents and the contingent 
expenses attending the same.’ 

8th; Agreed to. 

9th, Areed to, 

10th; Agreed to. 

llth; Agreed to. 

12th; Agreed to. 

13th; The House recede, and the following amendment pro- 
posed by the committee: Insert after the word ‘dollars,’ in the 
sixty-eighth line, ‘for the disbursement of which the President 
shall take vouchers and hold them subject to the call of ether 
house of Congress.’ 

{Ath; Agreed to. 

15th; Agreed to; and the committee propose an addition of 
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three thousand three hundred and eighty dollars, for moneys al- 
ready due for printing the laws of the fourth Congress,’ 

16th; Agreed to; and the following amendment proposed: 
‘Provided that no contract for printing the laws in Spanish be 
entered into in future, unless by the special authority of Con- 
gress,’ : | 

17th; Agreed to. 

i8th; Agreed to. | 

19th; Agreed to. 

20th; Agreed to. | 

21st; Agreed to. à i 

22d; Agreed to. | 

23d; Agreed to, with the following amendment: Insert at the | 
close of the section, ‘except the appropriation of fifteen thousand ; 
five hundred dollars, made for the payment of foreign agents 
and contingent expenses attending the same.’ 

24th; Agreed to. 

The committee could not agree upon the amendments of the 
House, rejecting the appropriation for the regular Army, and 
submit the same to the two houses for their action. 

The committee conld not agree to the 25th amendment, and t 
therefore propose to the House, that the said 25th section be í 
stricken from the bil], and submitted as a separate proposition. į 

i C. VAN NESS, 
On the part of the House, 

J. A. GREER, 
On the part ofthe Senate. 

Mr. Van Zandt presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Harrison county, praying for certain things therein namcd; | 

Which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Miller presented the memorial of sundry citizens of Gon- 
zales county, in relation to the defence of the county, 

Which was referred to the committee on military affairs, 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of the passage of a joint resolution forthe relief of James 
Pennoyer. 

Mr. Menard moved that the House go into secret session, and 

tn motion of Mr. Reily, the motion of Mr. Menard was laid 
on the table until seven o’elock, p. m. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing j 


~ 


yaaa 


House that they had appointed a committee of conference on a 
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bill for the relief of the heirs of John Hibbens, deceased, and 
reguested the appointment of a like committee on the part of 
the House. 

The question then beingi put, the Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Miller, Haynie, Usher, Thatcher and Haigler, said committee 
on the part of the House. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had adopted the report cf the joint committee 
on a bill authorizing the holders of promissory notes and fund- 

‘ed debt, to surrender the same and receive in licu thereof land 
k scrip. 

On motion of Mr. Zan Zandt, a bill requiring Sheriffs of cer- 
‘tain counties to perform certain duties, was taken up. 
, Mr. Mayfield offered the following amendment: 

‘Provided, also, that citizens of any of the given counties shall 
first obtain a passport, and pay the dnties to the Sheriffs of any 
such cuunties as said citizens may reside in; all strangers or 
foreigners, or citizens oi any county not mentioned in this act, 
Introducing goods, shall pay the cuties to the Sheriff of the 
county in which first introduced, and his receipt shall be good 
for the same; any person violating this act, shall be subject to 
the pains and penalties of the revenue laws: Provided, that the 
provisions of this section shall not be so construed as to apply 
to goods introduced into any other county, except those specified 
in this act.’ 

On motion of Mr, Houston, the House adjourned until seven 
o’clock, p. m. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quorum present. 

"The House proceeded io business. 

The committee of conference, W. D. Miller, Chairman on the 
part of the House, to which was referred a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of John Hibbens, deceased; 

Reported that the committee had agreed to accept of the ori- 
ginal bill, as passed by the House. 

Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Mayfield, by leave introduced a bill altering the time of 
holding the courts in the fifth judicial district; 
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Read first time. 

On motion, ruie suspended, and 

Bul read second and third times and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Menard, the motion to go into secret ses- 
aion, was taken up. 

The question then being taken, the House went into se- 
eret session. 

Secret session closed, and doors opened. 

A. message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the reports of the joint 
committees, on the following named bills, to wit: 

A bill making appropriations for the year 1841; 

And an act authorizing the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to employ a draftsman, etc.; 

And an act for the relief ofthe heirs of John Hibbens, dec’d. 

Also, that a joint resolution authorizing and requiring the 
Auditor to audit drafts for ammunition, provisions, horsos, etc., 
ete., furnished troops, and expenses incurred in behait of the 
Ordnance department, had passed the Senate by substitute. 

Also, that a bill for the relief of John D. Swain; 

A joint resolution making an appropriation to pay for 
muskets; 

An act to incorporate the Galveston and Virginia Point 
Bridge Company; 

Anact concerning lands which have been appropriated for 
the establishment of a general system of education; 

A joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to 
relinquish certain lands; 

Joint resolution for certain purposes; 

A bill to provide for the engraving of the promissory netes of 
the government; 

Also, a joint resolution providing for the compensation of the 
Clerks in the departments of government, had passed the 
Senate. 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the amendments made 
by the House to a joint resolution postponing the adjournment 
of both Houses of Congress, sine die. 

And, also, that an act supplementary to an act, entitled an act 
to dispense with the necessity of protesting negotiable instru- 
ments for dishonor, ete., ete., had been rejected by the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Thatcher, the motion made by Mr. May- 


713 


field to reconsider the vote on the final passage of a bill to en- 
courage emigration by regulating the collection of certain 
foreign debts, was taken up. 

The question then being taken on the reconsideration of the 
vote, the ayes and nays were called for, but no quorum, 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the House adjourned until eight 
o'clock, to-morrow morning, 


Fripay, February 5, 1841. 


‘The honse met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was caled, and the following members answered to 
their names, viz : 

Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, 
Hulin y, Hill, Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Lann, Latimer, Mene- 
sce, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Roberts, 
Rogers, Smith of Montgomery, Thomas, Thatcher, Yan Ness, 
Van Zandt and Wright. 

A quorum present; « 

The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Van Zandt, by leave, introduced a joint resolution 
making appropriations for pay of District Judges in the year 
1840, and for other purposes. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Yan Zandt, rules suspended, and 

Bill read second and third times and passed. 

The question now being taken on the reconsideration of the 
vote on the final passage of a bill to encourage emigration, by 
regulating the collection of foreign debts. 

The ayes and nays were culled for on the same, and stood 
thus ; 

AYES—~Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Hill, Johns, Latimer, 
Mayticid, Keily, Roberts, Smith of M. and Usher—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Huling, Haigler, 
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Haynie, Lann, Menefee, Murchison, Menard, Miller, Rogers, 
Smith ot B., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and 
Wright—18. 

So the motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, the caption was changed to ‘an act f 
to provide for the collection of certau debts’ 

A bill requiring the Sheriff of certain counties to perform cer- | 
tain duties, taken up. | 

The question now being on the adoption of the amendment 
offered by Mr. Mayfield, was cailicd. ard an endment adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the folewing additicnal section, viz: 

‘Be it further enacted, Phat it shalt be the duty of the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury. to issue to the Sheriffs of the several eoun- 
ties named in this act. such 1ustructions as he may deem neces- 
sary to insure the faithful coilecuion of the duties, and a strict 
compliance with the true iuierest ard meaning of this act? 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, rule suspended, and 

Bill read third time and | assed. : 

Joint resolution fixing the compensation of heads of depart. 
ments, bureaux, and clerks of government; 

Read first time. 

On motion, rules susperded, aud 

Resolution read second and third times and passed. | 

A bill to provide for the engraving of tlie promissory notes | 
for the use of the government for £41; 

Read first time. 

On motion, the rule was susperded, and 

Bill read seeond and third umes, 

The ayes and nays were called for on its passage, and 
stood thus: 

AYES-——Messrs, Speaker, Ensworth, Hill, Menard and} 
Lann—®5, 

NAYS—Messrs. Blow, Barnett, Caldwell, Coles, Huling, | 
Haigler, Haynie, Johns, Latimer, Menefee, Murchison, Miller, | 
Mayfield, Porter, Reily, Roberts, Smith of B., Smith of M., | 
Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and Wright—23. 

So the bill was rejected, rt . 

On motion of Mr. Van Ness. a bill to provide for the transpor- f 
tation of ordnance stores {rom Galveston, taken up on its second J 
veading, aud 
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Substitute offered by Mr. Van Ness, adopted. 

On motio, the rule was suspended, and 

Bill read third time and passed, 

Joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit drafts for am- 
munition, horses, etc., was taken up. 

‘The questiou being taken on the adoption of the substitute 
of the Senate, the ayes and nays were called for, and stood 
thus: 

AY ES—Messrs. Caldwell, Coles, Ensworth, Huling, Hill, 
Latimer, Menefee, Menard, Miller, Mayfield, Reily, Kohberts, 
Smith of B., Thomas, Thatcher, Van Ness, Van Zandt and 
Wright—i8. ` 

NAYS--Messrs. Speaker, Blow, Barnett, Haigler, Haynie, 
Jolins, Lanun, Porter, Rogers and Smith of M. 10. 

Carried; and substitute adopted. 

Joint resolution for certain purposes therein named, was 
taken, and 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, rule suspended, and 

Bill read second time. 

Mr. Van Zandt offered the following amendment: 

Strike our-bill’ and insert ‘bonds,’ and after the word ‘mem- 
bers,’ rusert ‘and officers,’ 

Adopted, 

On motion, the rele was suspended, and 

Bill read thira time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage ofa bill incorporating the Galveston City 
Company. - 

The committee on the judiciary, Mr. Van Zandt, Chairman, 
reported several bills back to the House, and recommended that 
they lie on the table. 

Report adopted. 

Mr. Haynie, Chairman of the printing committee, reported a 
certain commuuication of Mr. Samuel Whitings back to the 
House, and recommended that the communication lay on the 
table. and that the Printers fight out the matter of diffieulty spe- 
cified in said communication. 

repart received. 

The committee on the state of the Republic, Wm. Menefee, 

Chairman, reported sundry documents back to the House, that 
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the committee had not found time to act upon, andarecommend- 
ed that they be laid on the table. 

Report received, 

On motion of Mr, Haynie, all business on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble, was laid on the table until the first day of March next. 

The engrossing committee made the following report ; 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 5, 1841. 
The committee on engrossed bills would beg leave to report 
that they have examined ihe following acts: 
A bill to make certain offences therein named grand lareeny, 
and to prescribe their punishment: 
And a joint resolution for the relief of Leonard Williams; 
Also, an act supplementary to an act to raise a public revenue 
by impost duties, 
And fud the same correctly engrossed: 
THOS. B. HULING, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 
‘The enrolling committee made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Feb, 5, 1841. 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing acts and joint resolutions, and find the same correctly en- 
rolled, to-wit: 

Joint resolution for the reliefof A. M. Clare; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Lorenzo De Zavalla; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Jas Wiley; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Charles De Morse; 

An act for the relief of John Wall, deceased; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Washington Sehon; 

Joint resolution for the relief of W m. Gamble; 

An act granting land to emigrants; 

An act for the relief of George W. Davis; 

Joint resolution for the reliefof Martha Stanhack; 

An act to amend an act, entitled an act to raise a public re- 
venue by direct taxation, approved 16th January, 1840; 

An act regulating sales by Judgment or decree of a probate 
court or court of chancery; 
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An act forghe reliefof Jeremiah Strode; 

An act ch, Ween to an act, entitled an act the better to 
define the boundaries ot Fort Bend; 

An act to make certain offences therein named grand lar- 
ceny, and to prescribe their punishment; 

Joint resolution for the relief of George Wheelwright; 

Au act supplementary to an act, for the benefit of settlers re. 
siding near the boundary line of the United States, in the coun- 
ties of Red River aud Harrison; 

Joiut resolution for the relief of Wm. W. Allsbury; 

An actsupplementary to an act to raise a public revenue by 
impost duties, approved February 5th, 1840; 

Joint resolution for the reliet of Henry Honen; 

An act for the relief of Bridget Fadden and Mary Arroach; 

An act to consolidate the several appropriations for the Navy 
Depirtment, for the year 184 5; i 

Joint resolution to define the duties of the Chief Clerk of the 
bureau of Stock Commissioner; 

An act to establish and incorporate the Austin Lyceum; 

An act to auend an act, entitled an act regulating attach- 
ments, approved January 28th, 1839; 

Joint resolution for the rehefof Capt. A, C. Hinton; 

An act to encourage frontier protection; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Capt. James Pennoyer; 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Thomas and James 
Patterson; 

And an act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land 
certificates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal 
claimants. 

Said-acts and joint resolutions having been signed by the 
President pro tem. of the Senate, Hon. Speaker of the House, 
and endorsed by the Chief Olerk that they originated in the 
House of Representatives. (with the exception of the last above 
mentioned act. which originat d in the Senate, and was en- 
dorsed by the Secretary of the Senate accordingly,) were pre- 
sented to the President for his consideration on the 4th inst, 

A. ©. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 

Which report was adopted, 

Mr. Hill, chtirman of joint select commitiee, to which was 
referred a commnnication of his Excellency, and accompany- 
ing documents, relative to the pay and salary of the Commis- 
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sioner to run the boundary line between this Repiblic and the 
United States of the North; 

Reported the saine back to the House and recommended 
that they lte on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had concurred m the amendments of the House 
to a bill to regulate the collection of certain debts. 

On motion of Mr. Hill each meuber of the House was re- 
quested to make out, and hand to the Cinef Clerk of the House, 
a Hst of tables, chairs, inkstauds, ete, which he may have taken 
to his room. 

On moion, the journal of the preceding day was read and 
adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
ot the passage of a bill making appropriatous for the payment 
of Dhstriet Judges, and tor other pini pores, 

Mr. Bow cif-red the following resaiation: 

Resiived. Ihat with the concurrence of the Senate, a joint 
commitce be appoint d to wait upon the Piesiden’, and inquire 
if he has any furcher communication to make to Congress pre- 
vious to rs adjournment? 

Adopted; and Cletk instructed to transmit the same to the 
Senate for.iwith. 

A mcssaze was recocived from the Senate informing the 
House that they had aspomted a committee to walt ou the Pre- 
sident, and receive any conmpnrnication which he may have to 
make to Congres; before ns adjournment see die. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Hul, Haigler and 
Lann,a conimittee on the patol the House to act with said 
commities of the Senate. 

Mr. Kan fai by leave, offered the following resolution: 

‘Tessived, That it is the deliberate opinion “of the Louse of 
Representatives, that it is expedient that the regular army be 

abolished, and his mxcellency the President is ‘hereby recom- 
mended to disband the same.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Miller, by leave. offered the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the Te- 
solution fixing fhe time tor the adjournment of the two Houses 
of Congress to-day at eleven o’elock, be, and the same is hereby 
suspended until nine o'clock, p. m, of this day,’ 


m ara p =.> ea ~ma sas 


719 


Adopted; and Clerk instructed to transmit the same to the 
Senate forthwith, 

The committee appointed to wait on the President, returned 
and reported duty performed, and that the President had no fur- 
iher business to lay before the Congress. 

Cn motion of Mr, Kaufman, the resolution passed on yester- 
day, to adjourn the two Houses of Congress sine die, at eleven 
o’ciock, was so construed as to read eleven o ‘clock, p. m, and 
Clerk instructed to inform the Senate of the same. 

‘The enrolling committee made the following report: 


ComwuirreE Room, } 
Feb. 5, 1841. $ 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing acts and joint resolutions, which they find correctly en- 
rolled, to-wit: 

Au act for the relief of the heirs of John Hibbens. deceased; 

(2) An act authorizing any holders of promissory notes, 
bonds, funded debt, or any y other liquidated claims against the 
government, to surrender the same, and receive in lieu thereof, 
jand serip; 

Au act supplementary to an act to authorize and require the 
Commissioner General of the Land ofiice to commence the is- 
suing of Patents, and for other purposes, approved January 
19th, 1841 

Joint resoluwion appropriating one of the unoccupied houses 
of the government lor the use of the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court; . 

An act to regulate the sale of runaway slaves; 

Joint resolution for the relief of John D. Swain and George 
XY, Fulton, Collectors of the ports of Sabine and Aransas; 

An act legalizing and confirmiug certain mariages therein 
named; 

An act to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land of- 
fice to employ a Draftsman, and to provide for the compensation 
of County Surveyors. 

Joint resolution making appropriation to pay for muskets; 


An act to alter the time of holding the courts in the fifth j ju- 
dicial district. 


(11) Joint resolution for the compensation of the heads of 
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Departments and Bureaus, and the Clerks in the several De- 
partments and Bureaus of government. 

(12) An act making appropriations for the support of Go- 
vernment for the year one thousand eight hundred and forty. 

(13) An act of Limitations; 

{L4) Joint resolution for the relief of Gazley & Robinson; 

(15) An act to incorporate the Galveston City company; 

Joint resolution making appropriations for pay of District 
Judges for the year L841, and for other purposes; 

An act incorporating tie Galveston and Virginia Point 
Bridge company; 

An act to provide for the collection of eertain debts; 

An act supplem -ntary to the act of Limitations; anda 

Joint resolution for the relief of George W. Logan. 

Saidacts and joint resoluuious having been signed bythe Hon. 
Speaker of the [louse, and President pro tem. of the Senate, 
and endorsed by the chief Ulerk, that the same originated in the 
House of Representatives, (with the exception of the above 
mentioned acts aud resolutions numbered 2,11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
whieh originated in the Senate, aud were endorsed by the 
Secretary of the Senate accordingiy,) were presented to the 
President tor his consideration on tlas dav, at 11 o'clock. 

A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairn. 


On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the House adjourned until 
seven o’clock, p. m. 


SEVEN QCLOCK, P. M. 


The House met, 

The roll was called, and a quoruni present. 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, with amendments, of the bill to abolish 
the regular Army. Also, that they had concurred in the amend- 
meuts made by the House to a joint resolution requiring Sher- 
iffs of certain counties to perform certain duties. Also, that a 

Bill supplementary to an act regulating sales by judgment or 
decree of a Probate Court or Courts of Chancerv,, bad passed. 

Also, of the adoption of the resolution postponing the joint 
resolution to adjourn sine die. 
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‘The committee on post offices and post roads, to which was ~ 
referred sundry petitions from the inhabitants of sundry coun- 
ties, praying for the establishment of mail routes, post offices, 
etc., Reported the same back to tho House, and recommended 
that they be laid on the table. 

Which report was adopted. 

A bill to abolish the regular Army, taken up; and the follow- 
ing amendments ofthe Senate, viz: 

Rejected. ; 

Mr. Miller offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House are due, and they 
are hereby tendered to the Hon. David S. Kaufman, for the dis- 
tinguished courtesy, impartiality, and decision, with which he 
has presided over its deliberations, during the session now 
drawn to a close, 

Unanimously adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of their concurrence in the amendments made by the 
House to a joint resolution for certain purposes. 

Also, informing the House that they adhered to their amend- 
ments to the bill to abolish the regular Army, and had appoint- 
ed a committee of conferenee on the same; and requested the 
appointment of a hke committee on the part of the House. 

The question was then put, and the Speaker appointed Mess. 
Van Zandt, Haynie, Miller, Caldwell and Roberts, as the com- 
mittee on the part of the House, to act with the committee of 
the Senate. 

The committee on enrolled bills, made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, ? 
Feb. 5, 1841. 

T'he committee on enrolled bills have examined the follow- 
ing acts, which they find correctly enrolled, viz: 

A biil for certain purposes therein named; , 

A joint resolution requiiing Shbentis of certain counties to 
perform certain duties therein named; 

A bill supplementary to an act regulating sales by Judgment 
or decree of Probate Court or Court of Chancery. 

The same having been signen by the Hon. Speaker of the 
House, President pro im. of the Senate, and received the usual 
endorsement designating the house in which they originated; 
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vartgre presented to the President for his consideration on the 5th 
instant. 
A. S. ENSWORTH, Chairman. 
Adopted. 


The committee of conference, I. Van Zandt, chairman on 
the part of the House, on a bill to abolish the regular, Army, 
Reported that the committee had had under consideration the 
amendments made by the Senate to the bill, and that they had 
“agreed to disagree” to the same. 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Blow, a committee consisting of Messrs. 
Blow, Menefee and Thatcher, was appointed to wait on the 
Senate, and inform that body that the House is now ready to 
adjourn sine dic. 

Committee returned, and reported their duty performed. 

Mr. Yan Ness moved that the House adjourn sine dir. 

Whereupon, the Hon. Speaker rose, and returned thanks for 
the compliment paid him in the resolution submitted by Mr. 
Miller—in the foliowing language: 

Gentlemen of the House of Represintatives— 

Before I put the question of our adjournment sine dir, allow 
me to express to you my heartfelt gratitude for the complimenta- 
ry resolution which lies before me. Jam deeply sensibie, gen- 
tlemen, that this resolution gives me much more credit than 1 
deserve; but I will say, that in awarding to me the merit of im- 
partiality, you have done me no more than justice, I can safely 
place my hand upon my heart, and say, that I have never ta- 
ken advantage of my station, nor endeavored to pervert the 
rules of the House, for the purpose of carrying into effect favo- 
rite views and projects, Selfish and individual schemes, I have 
had‘none. The great interests of the nation have been my polar 
star; and my ends were accomplished, when they were promo- 
ied. The fat, thatin the storm and tumult of debate, and the 
conflict of party feelings and sectional interests, not one of my 
decisioys has ever been overruled; and that the House have, in 
20 instance, taken out of my hands the appointment of any se- 
lect committees, while it confirms one portion of your resolu- 
tion, affords me a gratification, arising from a conscious recti- 
tude of conduet, which I shall feel to the latest day of my life. 

if I have, at any time, given dissatisfaction to any honorable 
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member, I trust and hope it was only momentary. If, id ia, _ 
endeavors to preserve order and despatch business, [ may have, 
at any time, offended, lam rejoiced to feel, that in this resolu- 
tion I can read your forgiveness. I can assure you, that any 
apparent rigidity that | may have at any time evinced, was ex- 
ercised “in sorrow, not in anger.” 

in a few moments we will separate, to return fo our generous 
constituents, where we must all renderup an account of our 
stewardship. Dread and solemn, indeed, have been our re- 
sponsibilities; and if we have erred, it is to be hoped that our 
errors will be attributed to the difficulties and embarrassments 
of our condition. We are a nation comparatively without 
means, and our legislation had to be based upon a d:preciated 
and d-preciating credit, 1 believe, however, | may safely say, 
that we have accomplished much for the permanence and pros- 
perity of this country. The regular army has been viriuaily 
disbanded; the navy has been laid up in ordinary; superfluous. 
offices have been abolished, and onr appropriation bill this year 
is not more than one-third as large as thui of the last! It is true 
that officers, civil aud military, of the highest and most merito- 
tious character have been dismis-ed, but we know that they are 
too patriotic to consider their loss af place as an onerous sacri- 
fice to make to their country. A high sense of public duty alone 
could have induced us to take away offices from men for whem 
we entertain the kindest feelings and the strongest personal pre» 
dilections. 

Although it is my intention, gentlemen, to retire, at least fôr 
a while, from the responsibilities and anxieties of public life, 
yet you may rest assured that I shall watch, with the deepest 
interest. and hail, with the liveliest gratification, the advance- 
ment of my honored associates on this floor, in the affections of 
the people, and the gratitnde of a nation. May the smilesof a 
protecting Heaven ever be upon you, and may our young and 
struggling country always find, in each and every one of yau, & 
loud voice for her honor, and a strong arm for her defence, 

I bid you, one and all, an affectionate farewell f 

‘The question now being put, the House adjourned SINE DIE. 
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Pace 17, lime 2nd, for “extended,” read “exhibited.” 


18, ‘kine 6th, for “thereby 2? read “directly,” 
65, line 3rd from bottom, for “Malone,” read “Manlove.” 
66, line 19, for “Spring,” read “Spivey.” 
68, line 8th, for “substituted,” read “‘substitute.” 
75, bottom line, foy “‘detenue,” read “‘detainer.” 
79, line 4th, for “Henefee,” read ‘“Menefee.” 
81, line 3rd from bottom,'for “Van Ness,” read “Ensworth.” 
99, line 5th, for “Van Randt,” read “Van Zandt.” 
106, hne 24th, for “Sweeny,” read “Twooney,” 
132, hne 8th from bottom, for “Sweeny,” read “T'wooney.” 
176, hne 17th, for 1840,” read “1637.” 
178, line 16th, for “A.” read “H.” 
179, line 17th, for “Haynie,” read “TOIL” 
179, line 18th from bottom, for “3rd,” read “2nd.” 
188, line 19th from bottom, tor “Comanche,” read “Carancauhe.”’ 


w" 200, line 14th from bottom, after “whole,” read “Mr. Van Nese n the 


chair.” : 


z 213, line 4th, for “14,” read “13.” 


220, line 16th, for “Harrison,” read “Haynie.” 
231, line 11th from bottom, for “grant,” read “quiet.” 


, 935, hne 13th, for 16,” read «10.77 


246, line 8th, after “Menefee,” read “Murchison, Menard.” 


à 304, line 7th from bottom, jor “RAI,” read “1840.” 


314, line 16th, for 2839,” read “1839,” 


$ I, line Tth, for “7th,” read *T9th.” 


360, line [7th from bottom, for “Menefee,” read “Mayfield.” 
374, line Isth, for ©N read “We? 


S 419, President's Message no business here, having already been printed in 


the Fournal of 29th December. 
420, line 6th, for “Thursday,” read *“Buesday.” 
495, line 7th, tor J.” read “G? 
427, bne 3rd from, bottom, for “W.” read “H.” 


< 444, Ime 13th from bottom, for “Homer,” 1ead “Honen.” 
> 456, line I2th, for “17,” read “I6.” 
ti 


e for “I6,” read “17.” 
A87, lme 4th, after “Kaufman,” read “and adopted ” 
503, Hne 5th, “for “original,” read “margma),.” 
527, hne 15th, for “acts and joint resolutions,” read “hills.” 
543, line 20th; for 1836,” read “18402” 
651. line 5th from bottom, for “Sandusky,” read “Tankeraly.” 
664, line I0th, for Roberson,” read “Ransom.” 
674, hne 3rd from bottoin, for “five,” read “free.” 
697, line 17th from bottom, for “Thomas,” read “Thatcher.” 


S 


Tius 18 to certify, that I have examined the Journals of the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and that the foregoing comprise the necessary corrections to be priat. 
ed as an errata. 


P. W. HUMPHREYS, 
f hief Clerk af the Houses of Hepresentatrres. 


